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RP losing out 
to Malaysia, Vietnam 
as investment sites 


William Martinez 
acquitted of drug 
charges; case ‘weak’ 


Ex-Nigerian envoy found 


guilty of raping Pinay maid 
GENEVA—A Swiss court Tuesday found a for- 
mer Nigerian ambassador guilty of raping his 
housemaid and sentenced him to eight years 
inprison. 

Ejoh Abuah, 69, who was tried in absentia 
by the Geneva cantonal (state) court, will 
have to serve the sentence if he ever returns to 
Switzerland, 
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Jamby subjects ‘sin tax’ 
to ‘regression analysis’ 
By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE DEBATES on the 
so-called sin taxes may 
have finally taken atoll on 
some senators. 
Neophyte Sen. Jamby 
Madrigal provided comic 
JAMBYIAIO 
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PRESIDENT ARROYO singles out DENR Secretary Mike Defensor for congratulations for his raids on illegal loggers in Quezon Province, atthe: start ofthe joint Cabinet-NDCC and National Security Council meeting. 


Erap case witness killed 


Task force has 30 days 
to nail illegal loggers 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


wrought by four typhoons in Lu- 
and Blanche S. Rivera 


zonand the status of relief and re- 
habilitation work. 

“This morning, 1 gave [Envi- 
ronment] Secretary Michael De- 
fensor, [Natural Resources Devel- 
opment Corp. chair] Gen. Victor 
Corpus and [Justice] Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez one month to 
identify, investigate and prose- 
cure the big-time illegal loggers, 
starting from the hardest hit dis- 
aster areas,” she said. 

Corpus, a retired general, was 
recently appointed to oversee a 
nationwide reforestation pro- 
gram and to go after communist 
rebels who were supposedly in- 
volved in illegal logging in the ty- 
phoon-affected areas. 

The President said she was 

TASK FORCE/AS 


SAYING the protection of Philip- 
pine forests had become a matter 
of national survival, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo | yesterday 
gave her officials 30 days to hunt 
down and hale illegal loggers to 
court. 

“illegal loggers are violators of 
the right to a sustainable environ- 
ment,” the President said in a 
speech at the Heroes’ Hall in 
Malacahang marking Interna- 
tional Human Rights Day. 

Earlier in the day, Ms Arroyo 
convened a joint meeting of the 
Cabinet, the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council and the Na- 
tional Security Council at Camp 
“Aguinaldo to assess the damage 


STORIES FROM THE DEPTHS 
Engineer volunteers 
beyond the call of duty 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


ja)-Baler (Aurora) Road. 

Suril, who was assigned with 
the DPWH in Aurora, became the 
head of the project management 
office's road restoration project 
on Nov. 29. He said he did not 
Want most parts of his province, 
Aurora, isolated from Central Lu- 
zon. 

When debris from a part of the 

ENGINEER AB 


DINGALAN, Aurora—Engineer 
Alexander Suril volunteered im- 
mediately when Ramon Aquino, 
Department of Public Works and 
Highways regional director, 
asked for volunteers to oversee 
the clearing of landslides along 
the 36-km Bongabon (Nueva Eci- 
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“PLAIN HOUSEWIFE.” Former President Cory Aquino receives 
the W. Averell Harriman Democracy Award for People Power in 
‘Washington on Monday. She said it was the “ideal conclusion of a 
peaceful revolution” and described herself as “the plain housewife” 
-who didn’t stay in the bedroom “where the dictator said all women 
belonged on the eve of the revolution that toppled him.” 
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Both prosecutor, 
defense claim 

victim to testify 
for each of them 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


THE STATE lost a key informant and a “re- 
buttal witness” with the Tuesday killing of 
the secretary of Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chav- 
it” Singson, according to Special Prosecu- 
tor Dennis Villa-Ignacio. 

At yesterday's hearing on the plunder and 
perjury case against ousted President Joseph 
Estrada, Villa-ignacio told the court that 
Singson’s secretary of 16 years, Marilyn 
Perez, was being prepared to demolish the 
testimony of some of the defense witnesses. 

But Estrada's spokesperson said that Perez 
was ready to testify for the defense. 

“[Reyes, who was] supposed to be a rebut- 
tal witness together with Emma Lim, was shot 
dead last night outside the LCS building,” he 
told the court 

Villa-lgnacio's statement immediately 
drew protest from Estrada lawyer Jose 
Flaminiano, who said the killing had “nothing 
todo" with the ousted Presidents case. 

In a statement, Estrada assailed Villa-Igna- 

ERAP CASEI ALI 


Parents-in-law 
file P134-M 
case vs Cuisia 


By Philip C. Tubeza and Doris Dumlao 


THE PARENTS-IN-LAW of former Central 
Bank Governor Jose Cuisia yesterday slapped 
him and his wife with a P134-million estafa 
case before the justice department. 

o _ Domingo and Emilia Jose, who are both in 

2 their 80s, yesterday arrived at the Depart- 

ment of Justice offices in their wheelchair to 
file the complaint, charging their son-in-law 

3 and their daughter, Ma. Victoria, with 14 

8 counts of estafa for allegedly swindling them 


‘WHERE are the llega loggers! Environment Secretary Mike Defensor and Forest Czar Vicar Corpus outofP134 milion. 


only come upon a high stockpile of timber when they stormed the warehouse ofa logging firm in 
Barangay Lorenzo, Mauban, Quezon. Five other sawmils were also raided. (Story on Page A10.) 


REFERENDUM PROPOSAL 
Lawmakers challenge anti-pork survey 


By Carlito Pablo 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


MEMBERS of the House of Repre- 
sentatives yesterday crossed par- 
ty lines to challenge the Pulse 
Asia survey which found that 84 
percent of Filipinos were against 
the current pork barrel system. 
Some dared Pulse Asia to do a 
survey in their respective dis- 
tricts, while others suggested that 
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a referendum be conducted to 
settle whether the people were in 
favor of lawmakers enjoying pork 
barrel funds. 

House Deputy Majority Leader 
Rep. Eduardo Gullas (Alayon, Ce- 
ba) said resuls of the survey, 

1.200 respon- 
‘dents from Oct, 22 to Nov. 6, were 
“at best, open to question." 

“The survey does not reflect 

the reality on the ground, which 


A separate complaint-affidavit to support 
PARENTS-IN-LAW/AI0 


is that our constituents apreci- 
ate the projects we're bringing 
home through our pork barrel,” 
Gullas said. 

He said the best way to deter- 
mine the acceptability of the pork 
barrel system was through a na- 
tional referendum. 

“We can perhaps have this refer- 
endum simultaneously with the 
next elections, whether its the lo- pork barrel has become synony- 
cal or barangay elections, whichev- LAWMAKERS) ALO 
A ANCE TTT TOT 
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er comes first,” Gullas said. 

At the Senate, Franklin Drilon, 
president of the chamber, said the 
findings of Pulse Asia validated 
his observation that the “wrong- 
doing of a few lawmakers in 
abusing their pork barrel privi- 
leges has created a negative pub- 
lic perception of the system,” 

“I is indeed unfortunate that 
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US Marines here 
on relief mission 


By Tonette Orejas and Jun Malig 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC 
ZONE—US Marines have start- 
ed arriving in the country to 
join in the relief and rescue op- 
‘erations for typhoon victims in 
Aurora and Quezon provinces 
where landslides and flash 
floods have left over 1,000 peo- 
ple dead or missing. 


“They are here for humanit 
assistance and disaster response 
sions,” US Navy Capt. Dennis 
Williams said in a phone interview. 
“We will stay here as long as the peo- 
ple of the Philippines want us to help 
them,” he added. 

‘An advance team of 40 US Marines 
from Okinawa, Japan, arrived Tues- 
day night at Clark and will be joined 
by another 560 marines over the next 
few days, Williams said. 

Maj. Archangel Gamido, civil mili- 
tary operation officer and acting pub- 
lic information officer of the Philip- 
pine Air Force's 600th Air Base Wing 
here, said two US C-130 Hercules 
transport aircraft loaded with relief 
goods landed at the Diosdado Maca- 
pagal International Airport on Tues- 
day night. More C-130 cargo planes 
with tons of foods and clothing are. 
scheduled to arrive. 


Seahawk choppers 

Yesterday, the US Marines on board 
two Seahawk helicopters arrived in 
Infanta, Quezon, to drop -off 
medicines, drinking water and food 
packs to hungry survivors left home- 
lessby landslides and floods. 

‘The helicopters from the US Navy’s 
Squadron 14 based in Japan also air- 
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lifted sick survivors to and from the 
Villamor Air Base in Pasay City. 

It is expected that 12 more US mili- 
tary helicopters from Okinawa will 
join the relief operations within the 
next few days. 

‘Three huge transport helicopters 
capable of carrying 2,275 kg of cargo 
were due to arrive at Clark on 
Wednesday night, Williams said. 

Williams said the US Marines 
would also be ferrying tents, genera- 
tors and blankets in the next few 
days. 

Since Tuesday, two HHGO Black- 
hawk helicopters, operating from a 
US Navy ship anchored in Subic Bay, 
have been shuttling medical teams 
and emergency supplies to Real, In- 
fanta and General Nakar towns in 
Quezon which bore the brunt of the 
casualties and devastation. 

Williams said the advance team of 
US Marines had begun assessing the 
extent of the damage and amount of 
‘work needed to prevent a humanitar- 
ian crisis in the worst-hitareas. 

Much of Infanta remained covered 
in mud and hundreds of survivors 
crowded a school converted into an 
evacuation and medical center. Inter- 
mittent rain and high winds were 
hampering clean-up operations and 
threatening to ground air support. 


Stretching food 

Survivor Nenita Ruidera, 67, jos- 
ted for a kilo of rice which she said 
she would try to stretch for several 
days. “Iwould have to make porridge 
with itso it would last long,” she said. 

Ruidera, along with her four chil- 
dren and four grandchildren, had 
survived the mudslides but said 
many remained sick and should be 
evacuated. 

In Aurora, thousands of residents of 
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Dingalan town feasted Tuesday on re- 
lief goods delivered by followers of 
Supreme Master Ching Hai and the 
Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi 
Foundation. Pampanga Board Member 
Lilia Pineda also held separate relief 
missions for victims of landslides and 
flash floods in the town’s 11 villages. 

The goods comprised of rice, 
canned goods, cooking wares, pails, 
plates and glasses, clothes and sleep- 
ing mats. 

Lee Thuy, a Viemamese, gave the 
pair ofslippers she was wearing when 
she went to the Dingalan National 
High School where 110 families are 
saying. 


Sharing love 

"We want to share some love to the 
people,” Thuy, a member of the 
Supreme Master Ching Hai's group, 
said in halting English. Her group of 
15 Vietnamese and Taiwanese left 
Manila on Monday night. 

Assistance from the United Nations 
Children’s Emergency Fund (Unicef) 
also reached Dingalan Tuesday. These 
comprised of 350 cartons of starter 
kits (cooking wares and food) and 
seven boxes of various medicines and 
water purifiers. 

in Baguio City, more than 1,000 
Philippine Military Academy cadets 
donated a week's pay to buy food and 
medicine for the typhoon victims. 

Maj. Edgard Arevalo, PMA 
spokesperson, said 1,052 cadets con- 
tributed to a P400,000 fund which 
the PMA delivered to the Department 
of National Defense this week. 

Arevalo said first class cadets were 
also sent to typhoor-hit areas to help 
in relief and retrieval operations. 
With a report from Vincent Cabreza, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, 
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Relief 

not yet 
drying 
up—DSWD 


SOCIAL Welfare Sec- 
retary Corazon 
“Dinky” Soliman yes- 
terday sought to allay 
fears that cash and 
relief goods are dry- 
ing up for the thou- 
sands victimized by 
recent typhoons in 
Luzon. 

Aday after she ad- 
mitted in a Senate 
budget hearing that 
the Department of 
Social Welfare and 
Development is al- 
ready running out of 
funds for dealing 
with the current 
tragedy, she clarified 
that DSWD can “still 
draw” from what re- 
mains of the P700 
million national 
calamity fund this 
year: 

The P700 million 
which is under the 
National Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council is 
divided into two 
components—P350 
million for relief op- 
erations, and the oth- 
er P350 million for 
rehabilitation pro- 
grams. Of the P350 
million for relief, 25 
percent each is’ re- 
leased to the social 
welfare, health, pub- 
lic works and defense 
departments, she ex- 
plained. 


GENERALONTRIAL 

Retired Maj, Gen. Carlos Garcia talks with his military counsel in 
yesterday's hearing of the military court at Camp Aguinaldo. 
Garcia, who is also facing criminal charges before the 
‘Ombudsman on his alleged multimillion-peso unexplained 
wealth, is facing court mar 
unbecoming and officer and gentleman. 


for, among other things, conduct 


BOC list of smugglers 
useless, senators say 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


A MUCH-AWAITED list of suspected bigtime 
smugglers in the country submitted by Customs of- 
ficials has been dismissed by senators as “nothing.” 

Ar the resumption of the joint hearing yes- 
terday of the Senate committees on trade and 
commerce and economic affairs into the grow- 
ing problem of smuggling, senators said they 
had doubts about the integrity of the confiden- 
tial watch list of “suspected Custom offenders” 
submitted by the Bureau of Customs. 

‘They said the list had been prepared only 
by BOC officials without coordination with 
other intelligence agencies 

They also found that the names of other 
known smugglers were curiously excluded 
from the BOC list. 

Sen. Mar Roxas, who chairs both commit- 
tees, told reporters the senators were dis- 
mayed with the BOC which apparently was 
not serious about the fight against smuggling. 

“Frankly, I dont find thelistto be worthy of any 
urgent and immediate study. It looks like they just 
made it up, Roxas said, saying testily that BOC 
officials should just resign from their positions. 


Second list 

Ie was the second list of suspected smugglers 
that the BOC submitted to the committees 
since the Senate inquiry began in September. 

Last October, the BOC turned over a list of 
200 suspected smugglers bur Roxas dismissed 
itas a“mere inventory of old and pending cas- 
es of smuggling that involve mostly old fry” 
He then asked for an updated list. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile suggested that the 
committees accept the second list submitted 
by the BOC “without vouching for its integri- 
ty, credibility or truthfulness.” 

During the hearing, Enrile asked BOC officials 
whether suspected smugglers Ferdie Lee and 
Johnny Trajano were included in the watch list. 

Enrile said Lee was a Singaporean alleged- 
ly involved in the smuggling of drags while 
Trajano, an alias, is the “giant of them all. 

BOC deputy commissioner Reynaldo Nico- 
las replied “no,” prompting Enrile to tell him 


to“redo your list.” 

Nicolas said the list was continually updat 
ed but then left the senators when he said that 
this was the first ime the BOC had prepared a 
smugglers watch list. a 

Enrile later told committee members to'use 
the list with caution. “We have to study that 
list because we don’t know if the contents 
there are true," he said. 

Enrile described Trajano as someone who 
could smuggle in an airplane if he wanted to. 

He also said that reports have reached him 
that suspected smugglers would pay P1 mil- 
lion in exchange for their names to be taken 
‘out of the BOC watch list. 


Chinese national 3 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson was also surprised that 
“Trajano was not included in the watch list. A 
former national police chief, Lacson said Tra 
jano was a known smuggler whose real name 
‘was Johnny Sy, a Chinese national. 

Lacson was surprised that the BOC person: 
nel were the ones that prepared the watch 
list. He said that at the PNP during his tenjire, 
an order of battle or watch list was usually 
prepared with the assistance of other agen 
cies involved in intelligence work. j 

“Obviously they want to protect their dwn 
turfbecause somebody might input persorjal: 
ties that they do not want to include inythe 
watch list,” he said. | 

“That could only be the reason why the 
did not involve other intelligence units o1 
agencies,” he said. s 

Roxas said he had been told by BOC ofi- 
cials that the name of businessman Lucia Cu 
was included in the watch list, but he hag yet 
to go through the list to confirm this. 

Sen, Richard Gordon threatened the BOC bff. 
cials with contempt “if they are not forthright.” 

Gordon said the BOC was not doing its jot» 
in fighting smuggling and the BOC official 
who appeared at yesterday's hearing seemed 
to have been lying. F K 

"They are giving a document that does not have 
any meaning. They just listed down names just so 
they would have something to give to us,” he said 


House approves 2005 budget 


THE HOUSE of Representatives approved on 
third and final reading last night the proposed 
P907.7 billion national budget for 2005 with 
avote of 155-22 with no abstentions. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. hailed the pas- 
sage of the 2005 general appropriations bill 
which he described as “spartan, prudent and 
reformist.” 

“The approval of the budget is our commit- 
ment to reform and responsible develop- 
ment,” De Venecia said. 

Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr (LR Camarines Sur), 
chair of the house appropriations committee, 
was the principal sponsor of the budger bill. 

Andaya noted that the 2005 budget is P46 
billion or 5.3 percent higher than the P861.6 


billion budget for the current year 

Following the House approval, the budget 
bill will now be submitted to the Senate fur 
floor deliberations. 

‘This will then be tackled by the bicameral 
conference committee composed of represen 
tatives from both chambers. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon, however, 
said that it was now impossible for the Senate 
to deliberate on the proposed 2005 budget 
this month even ifitwere to hold a special ses 
sion. The Senate will go on recess on Dec. 17 

Drilon had said that the Senate would only 
hold a special session for the purpose of en: 
suring the passage of the President's revenue 
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DOJ wants 
new judge 
for Tan 
tax case 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE GOVERNMENT will 
ask the judge who is set to 
try taipan Lucio Tan and sev- 
eral officials of Fortune To- 
bacco for tax evasion to in- 
hibit himself from hearing 
the P25 billion case, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
sald yesterday. 

Gonzalez said that gov- 
ernment prosecutors would 
ask Marikina Metropolitan 
‘Trial Court Judge Alex Ruiz 
to inhibit himself from the 
case since he had already 
dismissed it March 1999. 

“We want a different 
judge since he may have al- 
ready prejudged the case af- 
ter dismissing it,” Gonzalez 
said. 

“Our petition to have this 
case transferred to the Court 
of Tax Appeals has been de- 
nied (by the Supreme 
Court), At least, we will get 
a judge with a fully neutral 
mind," he added, 

Gonzalez said that prose- 
cutors handling the case 
would file their petition to 
inhibit Ruiz once they get å 
copy of the high coures rul- 
ing denying the government 
motion to transfer the case 
totheCTA, 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's retreat 
on her planned telecommunications fran- 
chise tax following a fruitless meeting with 
telecom industry leaders set a bad prece- 
dentin the legislative process, said admin- 
{stration Sen, Joker Arroyo. 

“The tempo on any legislation affecting 
industry from now on will be conducted by 
the telecom executives, not the govern- 
ment,” Arroyo said, 

“What senator or congressman can 
stand up to them after the President 
had been so easily rebuffed?” said the 
senator. 

The government had proposed impos- 
ing a 5 to 7 percent franchise tax on 
telecommunications companies but af- 
ter a meeting last Saturday between the 
President and legislative leaders and 


the heads of the country's top telecom 
firms, the government said it was plac- 
ing the revenue measure in the back 
bummer 

It would instead focus on the passage 
of a measure to increase the value- 
added tax (VAT) from 10 percent to 12 
percent. 

The telecom franchise tax measure 
would have raised about P11 billion for the 
government next year. 

‘The Senate minority bloc projected, 
however, that the revenue measure, 
pled with the 10 percent value-added tax 
on mobile phone rates, would generate as 
much as P20 to P 30 billion. 

Par from blaming the President, how- 
ever, Arroyo castigated her advisers for 
exposing her to a meeting where her re- 
quest could be denied, however dipl 
matically. 


“Was the President not advised before- 
hand or, having been so advised, she nev- 
ertheless persisted?” asked Arroyo. 

He pointed out that the telecom exegu- 
tives politely declined the Presidents ap- 
peal in the presence of a phalanx of con- 
gressional leaders led by Senate President 
Franklin Drilon and Speaker Jose De Vene- 
cia, her fiscal managers and the revenue 
and economic chairs of both legislative 
chambers. 

‘Arroyo said the telecom executives did 
not do anything wrong in denying the 
President's request “because indeed they 
are duty-bound to protect their companies’ 
interests.” 

He said the real problem lay with the 
Presidents advisers and handlers. 

“Why they proceeded with the meet- 
ing without the preliminary spadework 
and with the result uncertain, a process 
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GMA retreat on telco tax!" 


og 
that embarrassed the President, is the , 
product of juvenile minds in the Palace,” 
‘he said. 

Drilon said, however, that the tele!” 
com franchise bill remained part of the 
President's eight revenue priority meas 
sures, kes 

“ am not aware that it is totally ' 
shelved,” he said, but admitted that the 
House had decided to give priority to the” 
increased VAT bill over the franchise tax, 
measure! È 

Drilon sald there was nothing the Sen- 
ate could do about the matter as all rev, 
enue measures originated from the" 
House. r 

“Under the Constitution, the House 
must initiate [tax measures]. We can only 
adopt, alter, amend, reject a revenue mea- 
sure that originates from the House,” he 
said. 


Palace defends meetings with telco, tobacco execs Group warns 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG does not find anything 
wrong with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's secret meetings with top executives 
of the telecommunications and tobacco 
industries saying that these were no dif- 
ferent from congressional hearings. 

“This is part ofthe dialogue, it is part of 
consultation. Even Congress ces this 
when they conduct hearings be! <e pass- 
ing a bill,” said Press Secretar “gnacio 
Bunye in an interview with dzR_ 

Just like the publichearings cum. -ted 
by the Senate and the House .! Pepresen- 
tatives, Bunye said that the two consulta- 
tions made by President Arroyo included 
not only industry executives but also the 
leaders of Congress. But unlike congres- 
sional hearings, the President's consulta- 


tions were held under clandestine cir- 
cumstances as both were unannounced to 
the public 

Some lawmakers have frowned on 
the Presidents consultations with the 
industry executives because they see 
this as an intrusion into their lawmak- 
ing turf, Sen. Joker Arroyo also said that 
the consultations have been a source of 
embarrassment for the Preside 
has not obtained the support she ex- 
pected from a Congress dominated by 
herallies. 

President Arroyo met with tobacco ex- 
ecutives in her Forbes Park residence last 
month and held a similar meeting with 
telecommunication executives in Mala- 
cafiang last Saturday. 

While the President succeeded in get- 
ting the nod of rivals Fortune Tobacco 


and Philip Morris Philippines in support- 
ing a compromise formula on the tobac- 
co tax, she failed to convince telecom- 
munication executives to agree to her 
proposal to shift the industry's tax from 
value added tax to franchise tax. The 
President has since scrapped the fran- 
chise tax and decided to push instead a 
higher VAT rate for telecommunication 
firms. 

“We don't see anything bad about us 
consulting with business sectors to be af- 
fected by any legislative or executive ac- 
tion," Bunye said. 

Bunye said the consultations have led 
to speedier deliberations on controversial 
bills such as the proposal to raise taxes on 
cigarettes and alcohol products. "We be- 
lieve in due time the proper law will be 
passed,” Bunye said. 


of text revolt 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE CONSUMER advocacy group TxtPower 
yesterday threatened another “text revolt” 
against the proposed two-percent increase in 
the value. added tax after what the group 
called the success of telecommunications 
firms in lobbying against the franchise tax. 
‘Trixie Concepcion, TxtPower spokesperson, 
said the group is planning a stronger, bigger and 
more powerful text message based protest if 
the increased value added tax pushes through 
to make up for President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
alleged junking of the franchise tax proposal. 
“The tax on windfall profits of the telcos has 
been cannibalized and turned into a Another Op- 


pressive Tax on the Poor People,” Concepcion said. 


Cool business ideas. FREE with every purchase 
of a GE 2-Door Manual Defrost Refrigerator. 


With it's powerful freezing capacity, the GE 2-Door 


Manual Defrost Refrigerator makes it easy to start 


a business right out of your home. Sell frozen meats, 


fish, or chicken, Corner the neighborhood ice candy 


market. Be the village halo-halo tycoon. With its 


ability to reach temperatures as low as *-31, the GE 


2-Door Manual Defrost isn't just another refrigerator, 


{ts a really cool business partner. 
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Get a free stand fan worth P1,495.00 from GE with every purchase of any of the 
selected GE appliances. Promo valid until December 31, 2004 only. 
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Multi-billion savings and loan scam bared 


ByG. „Balana 

A CONGRESSMAN from Sorsogon yes- 
terday usplored the alleged pillage and 
mismanagement of the multibillion-pe- 
So assets of the Air Materiel Wing Sav- 
ings and Loans Association, Inc. 
(AMWSLAD through “ingenious 
schemes” by its board of trustees. 

Ina privilege speech, Rep. Jose Solis, 
a retired Army general and former 
member of AMWSLA], said the organi- 
zation’s trustees “conspired” to grant 
themselves with P77 million in ad- 
vanced gratuity pay without approval 
from the general membership and au- 
thority from the Monetary Board of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 

“The AMWSLAI was created on June 11, 
1956 by at least six Air Force personnel 
with initial capital contribution of P50 
each and served as “paluwagan? for mem- 
bers to counter usurers. It has grown to 


of active and retired military officers, en- 
listed men and civilian employees. 

Solis said that È 2003, the BSP su- 
pervision and examination department 
MI uncovered at least 10 irregularities 
allegedly committed by the incumbent 
AMWSLAI board which remained unre- 
solved until today. 

‘These anomalies included the grant 
of P680 million loans to 10,000 non- 
members in violation of the corporate 
by-laws; the grant of car loans to 
trustees with repayment period longer 
than their three-year terms, and the 
grant of additional compensation to 
trustees in excess of allowable 10 per- 
cent without BSP approval. 

Solis also said that the BSP examina- 
tion team also discovered that more 
“than P2.7 billion past due loans re- 
mained uncollected; booked valuation 
reserves for loans and other risk assets 
is deficient by more than P2 billion; ac- 


prices by P1.2 million, and contracting 
the services of a favored construction 
company identified as Emeco Interna- 
tional Trading and Construction Inc. 

Furthermore, the AMWSLAI board al- 
so created the Philcredit Lending Service, 
Inc, and diverted some P150 million in 
cash advance to finance the operations of 
the lending firm, which same set of direc- 
tors and officers like the AMSLAI. 

“The AMWSIAL trustees have ob- 
tained DOSRI (Directors, Officers, 
Stockholders and Related Interests) 
loans from Philcredit Lending. The DOS- 
RI loans were obviously taken from the 
AMWSLATS P150 million cash advance 
tothe lending firm,” Solis disclosed. 

Solis said that six of the incumbent 
AMWSLAI officials were arrested last 
Nov. 23 by virtue of the warrant issued 
by Pasay Judge Thelma de los Santos 
and Judge Gina Bibat Palamos for falsi- 
fication of private documents. 


Manay, Tereso Pelias, Ismael Abad, 
Johnson Nestor Ocfemia and Anselmo 
Geronimo. 

They were arrested on the complaint 
of two AMWSLAI members, retired Air 
Force Col. Laureano Lacambra and Maj. 
Marion Marasigan for allegedly faking 
private documents related to the em- 
bezalement of the P77 million mem- 
bers’ contributions. The suspects were 
set free on a P12,000 bail bond each. 

Solis said many of the incumbent 
AMWSLAI officials have managed to con- 
tinue sitting as board members for the 
past 15 years and apparently have suc- 
cessfully covered up several anomalous 
transactions from the soldiers’ trust fund. 

“They have been able to perpetuate 
themselves as members of the 
AMWSLAI Board of Trustees and con- 
ducted several anomalous transactions 
that caused massive dissipation of cor- 
porate finds and membership contri- 


A 
Singapore PM 
arriving today 


SINGAPORE'S new Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong is arriving in Manila today for a two- 
day official visit, foreign affairs officials said 
yesterday. 

Lee, son of former Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew who assumed the post in August this 
year, is visiting the country as part of his 
swing around member-countries of the Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), 
foreign affairs spokesperson Gilberto Asuque 
said. 

The Prime Minister, whose entourage in- 
cludes his wife Mrs. Lee and Foreign Affairs 
Minister George Yeo, will call on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and other government of- 
ficials. 

The President and Mr. Lee will discuss bi- 
lateral and multilateral issues, and explore 
opportunities for cooperation in security, 
trade and investment, tourism, information 
technology and socio-cultural cooperation, 


about 32,000 members today, composed quisition of a 14-door apartment over- 


Airport terminal 
fees hike sought 


of only P256.3 million. Cusi said 
the agency already surpassed its 
full year profit target. 

Of the net income, a litle over 
P200 million came when Cusi started 
in the MIAA in August. He said the 
agency's profit target from August to 
October was only P91.2 million. 

However, revenue or gross 
sales during the 10-month period 
sagged at P3.67 billion against a 
target of P4.2 billion. 

“Our total revenue generating 
capacity was adversely affected 
by the non-implementation of the 
planned increase in international 
and domestic passenger terminal 
fees,” Cusi said 

‘The MIAA, he said, had to cut 
costs so it could register profits 
despite declining revenue. 

Cusi said since he started at the 
MIAA, the agency had posted sav- 
ings of P303.8 million. The MIAA 
had earmarked a budget of P910 
million to cover expenses from 
August to October but spent only 
P606 million. 

‘Apart from the increase in termi: 
nal fees, the MIAA wanted to collect 
a $5 security fee and to charge wav- 
elers for the use of the trolley. Cusi 
said these revenue-enhancing mea- 
sures were sill under review. 


They were Thadeus Geronimo, Luvin butions,” Solis said. according to Asuque. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


‘TERMINAL fees at the Manila air- 
port may soon go up to about 
800 for overseas trips and to 
P200 for domestic flights. 

On top of that, the state-run 
airport operator is studying pro- 
posals to impose a security fee 
and to start charging anew for the 
use of trolleys. 

This is what the Manila Interna- 
tional Airport Authority would like 
to happen so it could arrest a drop 
in revenue this year. MIAA general 
manager Alfonso Cusi said the hike 
in terminal fees could improve the 
airport agency's annual revenue by 
about 30 percent. 

The Ninoy Aquino Internation- 
al Airport that is run by the MIAA 
charges a terminal fee of P550 on 
overseas flights and P100 on local 
trips 

“The MIAA has been asking for 
approval to increase the terminal 
fee overseas to about P800 and in 
domestic to about P200. But we 
would like to make sure that any 
increase would not drastically af- 
fect travel,” said Cusi. 

>From January to October, the 
MIAA posted a net profit of P640.4 
million against a 10-month target 


PMA kicks out 2 cadets 


FORT DEL PILAR,. Baguio 
City—Two cadets of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy here dis- 
missed this week for punching a 
freshman cadet on Nov. 26. 

Maj. Edgard Arevalo, PMA 
spokesperson, said a battalion board 
found Cadet’ Third Class Michael 
Gaerlan and Cadet Second Class 
John Bayao guilty of maltreating 
Cadet Fourth Class Macario Acbang. 

Acbang was hospitalized on Nov. 
28 for a jaw injury. PMA officials 
said he is now recuperating at the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
Medical Center in Quezon City 

“The upperclassmen gave 
Acbang an order he did not fulfill 
so one of them struck him on the 
jaw. Acbang bled. But we could 
only order him to be confined to 


When you can have all this space for a lot less, 
right in the heart of Alabang. 


the hospital a few days later 
when we discovered the inci- 
dent,” Arevalo told the Inquire 
in a telephone interview on 
Wednesday. 

He said Maj. Gen. Cristolito 
Balaoing, PMA superintendent, 
kept the incident confidential 
pending their investigation 

Balaoing ordered the technical 
arrest and confinement of Gaer- 
Jan and Bayao following the bat- 
talion board ruling. 

“This unfortunate and isolated 
incidents of maltreatment will 
never go unpunished. The PMA 
will never tolerate this criminal Welcome to The Mondian, a low- 
act committed in the ranks of the H 
Cadet Corps,” said Balaoing in a a i 
statement. Vincent Cabreza, PDI Gana TANN OOD 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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oversized with individual terraces. Strategically located in 


prestigious Flinvest Corporate City -- some of the finest malls, 
‘Ist Reading: 


Gospel: Me 11:11-15 

Jesus said to the crowds, “No one greater than John the Baptist has 
come forward among the sons of women, and yet the least in the king- 
dom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist 
‘until now the kingdom of heaven is something to be conquered and 
the unyielding seize it. 

Up to the time of John, there was only prophesy: all the prophets 
and the Law; and if you believe me, John is this Elijah, whose coming 
was predicted. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

Commentary 

Jesus said, equivalently, that John the Baptist was the greatest man 
(or among the greatest) who ever lived. Yet, he added, “the least in the 
Kingdom of heaven is greater than he." The expression “the least” is the 
superlative form of the expression "Tittle one.” “Little ones” is the term 
used for disciples (see 10:42: 18:6, 10, 14); so “the least” is the least dis- 
ciple. The greatest man who ever lived thundered judgment, but even the 
legit disciple knows the greater depth and the superior power of love. 

he scholars have found no satisfactory interpretation of the middle 
jt of today’s reading, Enough for us to meditate on the strange paradox 
thá power is ultimately weak, and weakness ultimately powerful. "When 
Lam weak, then 1 am strong,” wrote St. Paul (2Cor 12:10). Expand it 
{rom your own experience: when 1 fail, I learn more (and more deeply) 
‘tan when i win; when 1 am disappointed, I begin to emerge from the fog 
ofimy illusions and touch reality; when I stop trying to surpass myself 1 
cdligover only then that 1 have been trying to abandon the child in me who 
alohe will enter the kingdom of heaven... 
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schools, churches, and country clubs are within the immediate 
vicinity. All this for a price that gives unbelievably more value 
per square meter than other residences. For as low as 


P10,000.00 a month. Construction is now 85% completed. 
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SALARIES, CBA and 
Work-Life SURVEYS 


The Employers Confederation of the 
Philippines has released the results 
of its Labor Market Information 
Service Projects - Corporate 
Compensation Survey 2004, Collective 
Bargaining Agreements Survey and, 
Work Life Case Studies. The first 
publication covers salary ranges and 
benefits of executives and rank-and- 
file employees in local and 
multinational firms, The second ‘seen 
resents an analysis of CBA economic fae won dont esi wok, 
End poltical provisions of u mized | | sparen maluwag 
firms, The tt d publication, a joint mondong bod treat coraton. 
roject with the Ayala Foundation, [Free detivery win Metro Manila) 
ara bada calayag 
Paco of selected companies. | Cumrmanmn se] 
To avail of copies, please contact 
ECoP Research at 8971329 or 8904845. GG: 
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Griping cops backtrack on Aglipay extension 


By Christian V. 


against the extension 
Esguerra 


of the terms of retir- 
ing police officials? 
Plie aiek who 


RBU” & SE) Le aa 
feels! 3h" aval Ee 


| of your. “amor: 


earlier denounced the 
practice in 7 one-page 
nation yeterde, 
f, loppea and an 
nounced their “full 
support behind Philip- 
pine National Police Di- 
recor General Edgar 
Aglipay whose term 
hasbeen extended, 
Í Dick Afroilan, ex- 
ecutive director of 
the Association of 
Chiefs of Police ofthe 
Philippines Inc. (AC- 
CPD, said the resolu- 
tion had "no teeth" 
and was not meant to 
criticize Aglipay. 
During its 6th na- 
tional convention last 


Monday 1gPt 
an orga tee 

ed and at top 
police offici" med 
a resolution cum m- 
ing the practice of éx- 
tending the termi of 
retiring PNP official. 

The ACCPI said 
the scheme "casts the 
organization into dis- 
repute and eventudl- 
ly into disintegra- 
tion” that “deprives” 
other police officers 
their opportunity: to 
get higher positions. 

The position in 
principle attacked 
Aglipay who had 
been granted a sik- 
month term begin- 
ning last Sept. 13, the 
day he reached’ the 
mandatory retire- 
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who insisted the AC- 
CPI assailed the er- 
tension of terms in all 
other police positions 
except that of the 
PNP chief. i 
Ina statement, AC- 
CPI chair Guilletmo 
Domondon yesterday 
said the resolution 
should not be “inter. 
preted to cast doubt” 
on the PNP chief 
“Any impression fo 
the contrary does 
"wrong not only tothe 
PNP chief but also fo 
the (ACPI) genérel 
assembly” the retire 
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former PNP comp- 
troller said. "We want 
to correct such ir- 
pression.” 5 
Domo..do: gald 
his group was 
commending As 
for assuring Ù © 
that he wouid a 


Parte longer seek another 
extension after -his 
term expires-“eon 
March 13 next year. 
“The ` association 
fully supports the pro- 
grams and projects of 
the chief, PNP: no: ifs, 
nobuts,” hesaid. i* 
In the fist plake, 
“froilan said the ACCP 
could not do anythiig 
about President Maca- 
pagel-Arroyo's decision 
to extend Aglipays 
term and that of other 
cop PNP officals. y 
“Ours was just An 
opinion,” he told the 
INguinen. “If the Prés- 
ident chooses tor 
tend a police official's 
term, who are we go 
questioni?” g 
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By Carlito Pablo ¢ 


3. Al institutional health care providers shall be granted a 10% discount on the accreditation renewal 
{ees provided that all renewal requirements are submiied 30 days to 59 days prior tothe date of expiralion 
or of the date of renewal of accreditation. 
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November 22, 2004 


“4. The increase in accreditation fees and the rules on the application of discounts on fees shall take 

fect on all applications for intial accreditation, re-accreditaton, or renewal of accreditation fied beginning 

January 1, 2005. 

PHILHEALTH CIRCULAR 

No.23, s. 2004 5. Incase the hospital is Icensed as Tertary under the old DOH classification, the renewal fee shall be 

‘set at Secondary Care Hospital which is Php8,000 until such time that the hospital is issued a new DOH 

icense using the new DOH classification. 

TO : _ ALLACCREDITED INSTITUTIONAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS, PHILHEALTH 
REGIONAL OFFICES, SERVICE OFFICES, ACCREDITATION DEPARTMENT 
‘AND ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 


M. Schedule in Fling Applications for Renewal of Accreditation of Hospitals and ASCs for the 
Year 2005-2006 
SUBJECT: A. Itis reiterated that the curent accreditation of Hospitals and Ambulatory Surgical Clinics 


Revised Guidelines for Accrediation for Year 2005 
(ASCs) wil expire on he folowing dates: 


1. The Department of Health has implemented Administrative Order 147 5.2004 effective May 15, 2004. 
Based on service capebilty, hospitals are now categorized as Infirmary, Primary Care, Secondary Care, 
and Tertiary Care, PhilHealth wil stil folow the old categorization as Primary, Secondary and Tertiary 
categories for all accredited hospitals. 


Region 
Regions Vil Vill IK, X, Xi, XI, CARAGA and CAR 
Region 
Natonal Capital Region (Rizal Province induded] 
jons | Tl and WT 
tagong VA, NG and VI 


Expiry Date 
Apri 30, 2005, 
June 30, 2005 
tember 30, 2005 | 
October 31, 2005 | 
[ November 30, 2005 


For guidance of everyone concemed, the equivalent categories for DOH and PhilHealth are as follows: 


DOH PhilHealth | 


Birthing Homes (Primary) Primary Category 
Birthing Homes (Secondary Gerona Cai 
nmay Pay a | 
[Primary Care ‘Secondary Calagoiy. 

secondary Care [Tertiary Catena 

Tertiary Care Tea Cospeny 

IL Per PhilHealth Board Resolution No. 723, 5.2004, the Board resolved to approve the increase In 
accreditation fees. 


BB. To facilate processing of applications for renewal of accreditation and the evaiiment of 
discounted accreditation fee for the year 2005, hospitals and ASCs are enjoined to strictly 
adhere to the fiing period as follows: 

~ Porlod of Validity 


Region Filing Period 
[Regions Vil VIL XX. XI. Xil, CARAGA CARI January 1-31, 2005 | Way 1, 2005 - Apr 30, 2005 
[Region V Jul. 1, 2005 - dune 30, 2005 


March 1-31, 2005 

[Natrol Capia Fagan [Rial Prov rea | — June 1-30, 2005 [Oct 2005 -Sept 30,7006] 
Regions | [Land I ETA! Hert 20s -OL AO] 
Regions V-A. V-3 and VI “August 1-31, 2005 


a 
GAYS yesterday djs- 
tributed an opendet- 
ter at the House of 
Representatives call- 
ing for the passage of 
a bill providing fpr 
free AIDS testing. 
Citing their right 
as “honest taxpay- 
ers," members of the 
gay organization Al- 
termale lobbied ,for 
the crafting of such 
bill as part of thelr 
“Later is Too Late" 
campaign against the 
dreaded Acquired 
Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome, j 
“While we agree 
that taking the AIDS 
test is a personal de- 
cision, we feel that 
encouraging our fel- 
low gays—and most 
especially straight 
males with a wander- 
ing eye—to take the 
AIDS test, is a step In 
the right directio," 
Altermale vice presi- 
: dent Vincent Men- 
‘The renewal of accreditation of other health care providers shali folow the exply dale of current doza said in a state- 
accrediation. ment, 
4. A government owned institutional health care providers shall be granted a 20% discount on the Initial “Its no longer 
accrediation fees. For guidance and sire implementation, enough for gays and 
straight men alike, to 
be content with Just 
knowing about the 
dangers posed ‘by 
AIDS,” Mendgza 
sold, 


Dec: 1, 2005 - Nov. 30, 2000, 


A. The Fees for Initial Accreditation and Re-acereditation aro as flows: s 

1. Please not that accreditation takas efect on the date of recommended approval by the Accreditation 
Commitee. Claims for confinements belore this date shall be automatically denied payment. However, 
I the application for renewal is submited within the above-stted fling periods then the priviegas of 
accrediation of the institutional health care providers shall not be attended by a gap notwithstanding 
{he actual date of approval ofthe application for renewal. 


Type of Institutional Health Care Provider 
Primary Care Benefit or OPB Providers (ine, RHUSHGS] 
"TB-DOTS Provders 

Non Hospital Maternity Care Providers (ne. Brfhing Homes] 
Infirmary formerly primary hosptals) 

Phmary Care Hospitals formeriy secondary Rospials) 
‘Ambulatory Surycal Centers 

Free Standing Dialysis Centers 

‘Secondary Care Hospitals (formerly tariary hosolals] 
Tertiary Care Hospitals (formerly tartery hospitals w/ teaching 
Å training programs) 


2. The timely submission of applications wit the ful compliance to accreditation requirements shall 
facBtats the approval of providers’ accreditation and the continuous reimbursements of fied daims. In 
case the hospital cannot fully comply with the requirements forthe renewal of accreditation for reasons 
beyond the control of the facies, such application is deemed acceptable based an the decision of he 
AVP for PhiiHeath Regional Office concerned. 


B. The Fees for Renewal of Accreditation are as follows: 3. Procedures in fling of applications for renewal of accreditation of hosptels and Ambulatory Surgical 


Clinics (ASCs) including the schedule are the same as In CY 2004. 


“Type of Institutional Health Care Provider 
Primary Care Benefit or OPB Providers inc. RHUSFHCs) 
DOTS Providers 

| Non-Hospital Matamily Care Providers ne. Biting Homes] | 
Tnlimary formeriy pimay hosoitas) 
Primary Care Hospitais ormery secondary Rosotal) 
Ambulatory Suraical Centers 
[Free Standing Dialysis Centers 

secondary Care Hosplals omer ariary osama 
Tertiary Care Hospitals (formerly tatary hospitals w/ teaching 
& training programs) 


4, Pursuant fo PhilHealih Circular 15, 8.2004, the hospital Is required to submit updeted financial 
‘statements in the appication for renewal of accreditaton of hospitals. Again, itis reiterated that this Is to 
determine the financia! capabity of hospitais in the delivery of quality health care services. 


N. Schedule in Filing of Applications for the Renewal of Accreditation of ather health care facilities .. 
for the Year 2005-2006 


2, Al insiulonal health care providers shall be granted a 25% discount on tha accreditation renewal (Sga) FRANCISCO T. DUQUE lt, M.D., MSc. 
{ees provided that all renewal requirements are submited 60 days prior to the dete of expiration or ofthe 


Secretary 
‘date of renewal of accreditation. President and CEO 
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Navy ship on mercy mission battles lethal sea of logs 


REAL, Quezon—As the Philip- 
pine Navy landing craft floated 
through the pitch-black night 
vainly searching for the shore, gi- 
ant logs slammed menacingly in- 
tothe side of the vessel. 

“This is what I was afraid of,” 
said Chief Petty Officer Bien- 
venido Monedero, as he sucked 
on a cigarette, worry etched on 
his weather-beaten face. “These 
logs could be deadly and could 
setus adrift.” 
~: The crew had cut off the en- 
gine, fearing the propeller of the 
60-foot steel-hulled vessel could 
be sheared off or snagged by the 
deadly flotsam. 

‘Navy vessel DF 317 was look- 


er. 


HOLIDAY cheer? Or so it would seem bi 


ing for a drop-off point for much- 
needed relief supplies for Real, 
one of three eastern towns worst 
hit by storms last week which 
have left over 1,500 people dead 
ormissing. 

The back-to-back storms that 
hit Luzon have cut communica- 
tions and left tens of thousands 
homeless, without food, water or 
medical supplies. 


Navy workhorse 

‘The only light source coming 
through the darkness was the 
faint blinking of flashlights from 
survivors huddled on a nearby 


DF 317 is the workhorse of the 


large as houses. 


ter smaller 


it not quite. The faces break into smiles of relief as goodies are 


now within reach of these typhoon victims in Infanta, Quezon. 


Task force has 30 days to nail illegal loggers 


From page Al 


“grateful” for her officials’ “swift response.” 
She said illegal loggers had been arrested in 
seven pre-dawn raids in Mauban, Quezon, and 
hadbeen charged. (See article on Page A10.) 
“We shall prosecute the wrongdoers and restore 
the dignity of victims of oppression," she said. 


Vigilance required 

Defensor said personnel from the Armed 
Forces and the Philippine National Police, and 
even from the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, might be involved in 
illegal logging. 

“1 do not discount that possibility. That's 
why the community must be vigilant. If the 
community makes it a fight, illegal logging 
will be stamped out,” he said. 

Defensor said he could “hit hard” because 
he had “no personal interests.” 

He chided Sen. Jamby Madrigal for saying 
that he had done nothing to protect the envi- 
ronment and natural resources: "She should 
examine her family’s history. What are the 
business interests of the Madrigals?” 

‘The neophyte senator belongs to one of the 
Philippines’ wealthiest families, who built its 
fortune on shipping, mining and real estate. 


thing and not just talk,” Defensor said, adding 
that the DENR under his helm had been “active- 
ly" campaigning against "hot logs.” 


Serious challenges 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said govern- 
ment relief and rehabilitation efforts would 
be unrelenting and would push through until 
every affected family had been able to get 
back on its feet. 

. “But we acknowledge the serious chal- 
ienges entailed in the rehabilitation of our de- 
nuded forests,” he said, adding: 

“This isa strategic issue of national survival 
that will require the active participation of ev- 
ery citizen in the community. 

“Our newfound solidarity to help the victims 


US SEAHAWK d 


of the calamity must also rekindle our sense of 
awareness and concern for the environment as 
an investment in our future.” 

Bunye clarified that the suspension of com- 
mercial logging operations ordered by the Pres- 
ident in the wake of the disaster would be in 


Navy in Real. Its mission is to fer- 
ty relief from the port of Mauban, 
some 50 kilometers across a 
stretch of the Pacific Ocean which 
continually churns with waves as 


Its small crew of 12 have not 
slept for days. They are kept 
awake by black coffee and the im- 
portance of their mission. 

“In my 30 years at sea, thisis by 
far the worst disaster I have wit- 
nessed,” said Monedero, who has 
skippered navy vessels in areas 
such as the Sulu Sea which is in- 
fested by pirates and rebels. 

“The sea can be unpre- 
dictable and the logs could bat- 
vessels 


smithereens,” he said. 

On the vessel's bow, volunteers 
and the vessel's crew sat with 
flashlights trying to spot logs in 
the gloom. 


Mile-long logs 

A concentration of flotsam and 
huge logs washed down by the 
floodwaters from the Sierra 
Madre mountains stretched for 
about a mile and blocked the 
sou of bay giving access to Re- 


A portable generator was the 
only power source on the 20- 
year-old ship which has seen bet- 
ter days. 


into “Logs! Logsl,” one of the crew 


RECENT disasters in mind, 
President Arroyo said illegal 
loggersare violators of the right 
of sustainable environment 
during Human Rights Day rites 


a atthe Palace. DWNBACABIAS 


“why do they not respect nature? Again, 
its money ... They do not understand total or 
selective log ban,” Rosales said. 

“You impose a selective log ban when you 
still have forests to select from. But when you 
have very litle, practically nothing, left, chen 


force until the DENR had concluded its investi-eyowshould have a tptal log ban,” he added. 


gation on illegal logging in the affected areas. 


Long-term solution 

“The operations are suspended until such 
time that the DENR has made its investiga- 
tion. After that, the DENR as lead agency that 
investigates the individual logging conces- 
sions or operations will, on a case-to-case ba- 
sis, make a decision if the operations will re- 
sume,” he said in a radio interview. 

Bunye said the President recognized the 
need for a long-term solution to the problem of 
the forest denudation by means of legislation. 

“Congress will have to pass a law. We need 
to have a consensus on whether we should 
have a total or partial log ban, and for how 
Jong,” Bunye said. 

He said the President would certify what- 
ever final version the Congress committees 
would decide 


Ignorance, greed 

Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales, a long- 
time champion of environmental preservation, at- 
tributed the lack of a policy on logging to the sup- 
posed ignorance and greed of the government. 

Rosales said the “application of economics” 
was the main reason Malacafiang and 
Congress was still not going for a total log ban 
to save the forests and reduce the damage 
during typhoons. 

“Greed is destroying the forest,” Rosales said 
ina homily during a Mass on the feast of the Im- 
maculate Conception at the Manila Cathedral 
yesterday. 

Inan interview after the Mass, he said the gov- 
emment and the people still did not understand 
how nature worked despite strong reminders of 
“the wrath of God and nature” during calamities 
caused by environmental degradation, 


Fought for IT years 

Rosales, who fought illegal loggers for 11 
years during his tenure in Bukidnon, said the 
government should not only go after illegal 
loggers but halt logging altogether. 

“At this stage of the game, it's not just illegal 
logging that should be stopped, but even legal 
logging,” he told reporters in an interview at 
the Arsobizpado de Manila. 

He said a total log ban for 30-50 years would 
be enough to rehabilitate and revive the forest 
cover, of which only 2 percentis let. 

“les hard, hard, hard to fight ilegal loggers 
because it involves money, greed,” Rosales said. 

“The difficulty is the strong application of 
economics. Let me say this as a man engaged 
in it before .,. We have the wrong policy of 
making money out of our natural resources, 
cutting trees for export,” he said. 


Capital punishment 

Tn a privilege speech, actor-turned-senator 
Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr. sought the death 
penalty for illegal loggers after seeing for 
himself the death and destruction caused by 
landslides and floods in Quezon. 

“Buhay ang inutang, kaya buhay din ang 
kabayaran. Death to illegal loggers!” he said. 

Revilla recounted the two days he spent 
last week in the typhoon-devastated town of 
Real in Quezon, which, he said, was an expe- 
rience that had made him “a complete human 
being” and “a better public servant.” 

He said he was in the province on Dee. 5-6, 
the height of Typhoon “Yoyong,” and that 
what people saw on TV paled in comparison 
with the truth of what he saw there. With re- 
ports from Fe Zamora and Christine O. 
Avendaño 


opper ferries children and sick residents from Real, Quezon, for treatment in Manila. Forty US Marines have arrived here on a relief 
mission for the victims of the back-to-back typhoons that had hit the country, and will stay here for as long as they are needed. (Story on Page A2) 
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members shouted, before a loud 
crashing sound was heard from 
the ship's port side. 

The boat swayed a little, but 
seemed to take the blow. Every- 
one breathed a sigh of relief, but 
Monedero appeared more wor- 
ried. 

“This béat can take it. But not 
all the time,” he said. 

The vessel slowly inched its 
way to the pies, Monedero bark- 
ing orders as he struggled on the 
wheel in the darkness, 


Worthwhile voyage 

The only communication was 
between crew members shouting 
directions to port officials on the 


ground. The Pacific breeze muf- 
fled the sound on the ground. 

Some 45 minutes later the ves! 
sel managed to dock, but it wasn't 
gentle, The waves sent the vessel 
crashing against the concrete 
pier. Luckily there was no dam- 
age. 

"Just another day at the office,” 
said Monedero, who is planning 
to retire ina few years after his el- 
dest daughter finishes law 
school, ` 

“Ies times like this that makdit 
all worthwhile.” 5 

A throng of survivors sudden, 
crowded the pier, jostling for kag 
tions handed out by soldiers 
armed with M-16 rifles. any 

H 
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He's so stricken : 
by grief, he lost 
his mind’ 
KINANLIMAN, Real, Que- 
zon—While neighbors ham- 
mered their mangled houses 
back into shape, Elino Peralta 
stood forlomly on a muddy 
track where his home stood be- 
fore it was crushed by log- 
laden mudslides set off by 
back-to-back storms. 

Amid the tumbled trees and 
wrecked houses, 
Peralta spoke quiet- 
ly with other men 
about the night- 
mare they wit- 
nessed in what was 
once a scenic, river- 
side village called 
Kinanliman in Real, 
Ee 
‘zon towns worst hit 
by last week's 
pee 

All told a similar 
tale—the booming 
sounds, the thud of 
logs, mud and rocks 
crushing . thejr 
walls, and the mad 
dash for survival. 
The only difference was in the 
magnitude of their loss. 

“We were only able to save 
our TV set,” said Peralta, 49, a 
father of three. 

He lost everything else--not 
a single wooden post of his 
concrete-and-wood home was 
spared in the muddy deluge on 
Nov. 29. But he still felt lucky 
that his loved ones survived 
the storms that killed at least 
740 people and left hundreds 


Floodwaters swept houses 

Others were even less fortu- 
nate, 

Salvador de la Cruz Jr, 18, 
described how his uncle held 
onto his four children as flood- 
waters swept his home, but lost 
his grip and his two daughters 
disappeared in the raging wa- 
ters. 

“He's so stricken by grief, so 
stunned, he lost his mind,” De 
la Cruz said Tuesday. 

At least 250 died in Real 
alone. 

Ramon Gallardo, a 54-year- 
old carpenter, lost two houses. 


He moved some belongings top A 
a friend's home further awa 
from a rampaging river, only to, 
see a mudslide sweep it away! 
aswell. pa 

“I have run out of tears,” her 4 
said. "It will take a long time: 
for us to recover.” K 

Philippine officials have ap-,4 
pealed to foreign governments, 3 

for money to buy'.4 
building materials 
to reconstruct] 
houses and wateg + 
systems and to hel 
farmers reclait 
land buried in mud; 4 
rocksandlogs. +» 

Gallardo. and 4 
Peralta tried to-3 
gather strewn logs 7] 
to build new 
homes, but said 4 
they were stopped’ 
by local officials for? 
unclear reasons: =| 
They had no money 
to buy materials.) 
and moved in with 
relatives and 
friends while waiting for the 
government to help. i 

It may take a while. 

Real town's secretary, Leo,'4 
Moises, said the most urgent” 
business was distributing food. 4 
and medicine. “We have no; 
plan yet on rebuilding house 
maybe only temporary shel 
ter," he said. 


‘Ihave run 
out of 
tears, he 
said. ‘It 
will take a 
long time 
for us to 
recover’ 


Turned back by soldiers 

Hundreds of impatient vil- 4 
lagers, eager to start new lives: 4 
elsewhere, have tried to leave: 3 
on ferries and military heli- 4 
copters bringing relief goods. 
But theyre being turned back 
by soldiers and the coast 4 
guard, who fear people will 
overload rescue craft. 

In Real town hall, a sign 
hung on the wall read: “Merry || 
Christmas and a Happy New 3] 
Year!’ d 

There was little holiday's 
cheer in a nearby relief center í 
where women lined up asking | 
for housing assistance, com? 
plaining that their children 4 
‘were getting sick in temporary +| 
shelters. AP? 


Engineer volunteers 
beyond the call of duty: 


“Amid this disaster, our med 
did their duties to the detriment 
of thelr lives. They exemplify 
public service and dedication to 
communities we are tasked to 
serve,” he said, 

On Monday, helicopters airlift- 
ed gasoline for the bulldozers at 
the work site. Aquino said he sus- 
pended clearing operations, not 
wanting to risk the lives of DPWH 
personnel any further 

It may take several weeks be- 
fore the Bongabon-Baler Road is 
opened again to traffic, he said, 

Aurora is accessible via Panta- 
bangan in Nueva Ecija. The route 
to Dingalan, which is separated 
by Mt. Mingan from the rest ot 
Aurora, was reopened via a re 
paired bridge in Barangay Cuya- 
pa in Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija, The 
DPWH put up a steel Bailey 
bridge in that section. 

Residents placed tree trunks on 
the approach to the Langawan 
Bridge which had been damaged! 
so light vehicles carrying food 
supplies can get to Dingalan. 


FrompageAl 
mountain in Barangay Villa in 
Ma, Aurora town rushed down 
the following day, Suril, 44, ran, 
shouting and warning his team to 
run for safety. 


Uprooted trees, rocks 

‘Aquino, explaining what hap- 
pened to the Suril team, cited the 
accounts of survivors. He said 
that when the team reached Labi 
Bridge, a strong gush of water 
carrying uprooted trees and rocks 
swept away Suril and DPWH 
workers Luis Nanong and Edgar- 
do Aragon. 

Their bodies were found more 
than four days later in the down- 
stream tributaries ofthe river, 

Nanong’s right leg was miss- 
ing. Battered by rocks and trees, 
their bodies bore several wounds. 


Eulogy 

During the burial for Suril in 
Baler on Monday, Aquino called 
him and the DPWH workers "un- 
‘sung heroes.” 
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Defensor, Corpus lead raid on Mauban sawmills 


By Volt Contreras 


MORE of the same damning evi- 
dence, but still no face for the evil 
thatis illegal logging. 

An armed team led by Environ- 
ment Secretary Michael Defensor 
and forest czar Victor Corpus 
stormed six sawmills allegedly 
processing “hot logs” in Quezon 
in a series of raids that began 
Tuesday night, 

But the team, which invited 
news crews to cover the raids, 
failed to arrest any of the sawmill 
owners and merely took into cus- 
tody two men serving as caretak- 
ers. 

‘As of yesterday, Defensor could 
only name the sawmill owners 
who, he said, would be charged 


with violation of forestry laws. 

It was the government's first 
high-profile action against log- 
ging syndicates since President 
Macapagal-Arroyo ordered .a 
crackdown last week. 

Im a statement, the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources said the six 
sawmills were all operating in 
Mauban town. 

Their owners are: Rebecca 
Gonzales, Barangay Ba-ao; Dan- 
ny Miraflores, Aluhin; Carmen 
Manuba, Aluhin: Dante Mamore, 
Aluhin; Noel Co, San Lorenzo, 
and Joel Almirenes, Tejero. 

“These sawmills were illegally 
processing timber that originated 
from Real, Infanta and General 
Nakar towns, which were all 


severely devastated by the flash 
floods brought by four typhoons 
recently,” Defensor said in the 
statement, 

He said the loggers used 
Mauban as a processing area for 
the logs and supplied wood to 
furniture makers in Valenzuela 
and Cainta, Metro Manila. 


Expensive varieties 

Defensor, said among the 
seized logs were expensive vati- 
eties like lauan and narra. 

‘The sawmill owned by Gonza- 
Jes stood just behind her house, 
he said, adding: "The band saw 
was still running [when we got 
there]. What the workers did was 
to remove the teeth of the band 
saw and run off with it” 


In Miraflores’ case, he had a 
business sign declaring him to be 
a copra dealer. But his two-story 
house supposedly had secret pas- 
sageways leading to the base- 
ment where hundreds of cut logs 
were stored, 

‘At the back of the house was a 
10-meter-wide river, where “hot 
logs” were believed floated for 
faster transport, The village is 
along Quezon's coastline that 
faces the Pacific Ocean, 

Defensor said none of the 
sawmill operators were arrested, 
but papers found in their premis- 
es showed they used “recycled” 
permits to transport logs signed 
by Primitivo Galinato Jr, Region 
4-A executive director. 

Galinato, he said, would also 


Lawmakers challenge anti-pork survey 
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mous with kickbacks and corrup- 
tion,” said Drilon, who will give 
up his pork barrel next year in re- 
sponse to the fiscal problems of 
the government. 

Still he said there was a need to 
‘overhaul the pork barrel system “to 
ensure transparency and account- 
ability in its implementation.” 

But Sen, Panfilo Lacson, who 
has given up his pork barrel for 
‘good, said the pork barrel system 
should be abolished, 

“I studied pork barrel and 
made a judgment on it as evil,” 
Lacson told reporters in reaction 
to the finding of Pulse Asia thar 
54 percent of respondents want- 
ed the pork barrel reduced, 

‘The survey also found that 30 
percent of the respondents want- 
ed itabolished, while only 16 per- 


cent favored retaining pork at its 
current level. 

At present, each member of the 
House is allocated P70 million in 
pork barrel, officially known as 
Priority Development Assistance 
Fund, while each senator is allo- 
cated P200 million, 

Lacson said he abhorred the 
idea of granting pork barrel to 
lawmakers because it was a 
source of corruption. 

“No matter how you monitor 
or supervise it, meron nagpapalu- 
sot at may nagpapalusot (some- 
one will find a way to go around 
39,” he told reporters, 


No national gov't projects 
Rep. Faysah Dumarpa (Lakas, 
Lanao del Sur), chair of the House 
committee on social welfare and 
development, agreed with Gulls’ 
proposal to hold a referendum. 


“People in far-flung areas, es- 
pecially in Mindanao, do not see 
any projects from the ‘national 
government,” Dumarpa said. 
“Their only link to government is 
through projects financed by the 
pork barrel,” 

Rep. Florencio Noel (party-list 
Anwaray) said the survey was a 
“sign that they (the people) ap- 
preciate pork barrel but want re- 
forms, by making the system 
arafefree,” 


Unfair criticisms 

Noel said: “Iam sure that peo- 
plein the provinces who haven't 
even seen a survey question- 
naire will readily say that they 
need funds for local develop- 
ment and this is through the 
pork barrel.” 

For his part, Rep. Edcel Lag- 
man (Aksyon, Albay) said the 


survey results culled by Pulse 
Asia from 1,200 respondents na- 
tionwide “cannot be generalized 
whether the people approve or 
not of the congressional alloca- 
tions.” 

“They (Pulse Asia) can conduct 
surveys in our districts,” Lagman 
said, “This (recent Pulse Asia sur- 
vey) is not indicative of the ap- 
preciation of congressional devel- 
opment funds,” 

Rep. Douglas Cagas (NPC, 
Davao del Sur) said it was time 
for all sectors to look beyond 
allegations of corruption in the 
pork barrel system and focus 
on reforms initiated by the 
House. 

“Unfair media criticisms have 
caused the current public mis- 
perception and misimpression 
about the pork fund," Cagas 
said, 


Parents-in-law file P134-M estafa case ... 
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the complaint of their parents 
were filed by Ma. Victoria's sib- 
lings, Gerardo, Luis and Cynthia. 

“We gave them our complete 
trust and confidence but, as it 
turned out, our trust was totally 
misplaced,” the couple said in 
their affidavit. 

“We could not bring ourselves 
to even imagine that Ma. Victoria 
and her husband could ever mis- 
appropriate our money. We were 
overcome by grief and disbelief 
that our trusted daughter and son- 
in-law could swindle their parents 
and siblings,” they added. 

Cuisia, who is chief executive 
officer of the Philippine American 
Life and General Insurance Co. 
(Philamlife), denied that he was 
involved in any way in the man- 
agement of his parents-in-law's 
money. 


‘Trustee of parents 

Interviewed by the INQUIRER, 
Cuisia explained that his wife was 
holding the funds in trust for her 
parents who are both sick and un- 
dergoing treatment. He said his 
wife was acting as the trustee of 
her parents because she is the el- 
dest of the children, the eldest 
brother having died. 

“My wife provides for the par- 
cents’ medical, travel and other ex- 
penses," he said. 

“The funds are there. She is 
holding them in trust for the par- 
ents,” Cuisia said. 

He believes Ma. Victoria's sib- 
Jings were "dragging me into this 
to pressure my wife into turning 
over the funds to them.” 

“My in-laws are sick and even 
when they were in better health 
my wife was managing their 
funds and there was no problem,” 
he said. 

He said Ma. Victoria did not 
want to turn over the money to 
her siblings for fear that the funds 
would be depleted. 

In their affidavit, the Joses 
claimed that they initially en- 
trusted P745 million to the 
Cuisias to deposit in their joint ac- 


count with the couple, or invest 
in “whatever manner they deem 
appropriate for the benefit of the 
entire family.” 

They claimed that the Cuisias 
have refused to return their mon- 
ey to them, They said they discov- 
ered that the funds had been 
transferred to Ma, Victoria's ac- 
counts. 

‘The couple said thata report of 
their accountant showed that the 
total amount in the custody of the 
Cuisias, “including interest and 
excluding expenses,” should now 
be more than P134 million, 


Payment in installments 

‘The couple said that the P74.5 
million that they entrusted to the 
Cuisias came from payments 
made to them by the Philippine 
National Construction Corp. 
which lost a suit brought against 
them by the Construction Re- 
sources of Asia, a company 
ove by the Joses, over a con- 
tract for a road project in Sabah, 
Malaysia, 

‘The PNCC undertook to pay 
the P74.5 million in installments 
from 1994 to 1996. 

‘The couple said that every time 
the PNCC would give them an in- 
stallment payment, they would 
tum over the money to the Cuisias, 

“At that time, we both no 
longer had the strength and dex- 
terity we once had so more and 
more of our businesses and fi- 
ances were being delegated to 
our children,” they said. 


4other corporations 

“Our thinking was since Jose 
Cuisia was a former central bank 
governor and was, at that time, 
chairman of the board of Philam- 
life Corp, he would be very 
knowledgeable about gainful in- 
vestment opportunities,” they 
added. 

The couple said Ma, Victoria 
also administered, on their be- 
half, the finances of four other 
corporations that they owned. 

‘They said the Cuisias would 
occasionally inform them of the 
supposed investments that they 


were making, including a sub- 
stantial amount in Philam Asset 
Management Inc, a Philamlife 
affiliate. 

In December 2002, according 
to the Joses, Cuisia informed 


them that he would invest part of" 


the money in Banco de Oro or SM 
Prime Holdings because he was a 
consultant to Henry Sy, the firms’ 
owner, 

“Again, we deferred to his deci- 

in, thinking that he had our in- 
terests in mind ... We knew our 
daughter Ma. Victoria to be a re- 
sponsible and caring person 
while the impression that her 
husband Jose gave us was that of 
an intelligent, prudent arid trust- 
worthy businessman,” the couple 
said. 


Something was wrong 

The couple said they first dis- 
covered that something was 
wrong when their daughter is- 
sued in July 2004 several post- 
dated Prudential Bank checks as 
payment for a building project in 
Sampaloc, Manila. 

When they checked with the 
bank, the couple said they “were 
aghast to find out that there were 
practically no funds left.” 

A further check with their oth- 
er bank accounts left them even 
more shocked, they said. 

“The records were in disarray 
and what shocked us was the ac- 
counts that used to be in our 
name had apparently been trans- 
ferred to the name of Ma. Victo- 
ria. Initially, we could not bring 
ourselves to even imagine that 
Ma. Victoria and her husband 
could ever misappropriate our 
money, the couple said. 


Attempt settle dispute 

In an attempt to settle the dis- 
pute, the couple met with Ma. 
Victoria on Sept. 6 at the Malate 
Church. But during breakfast af- 
ter Mass, their daughter showed 
them a photocopy of a handwrit- 
ten computation which showed 
that she. only had 
P65,656,589.44 of their money. 

Ma. Victoria allegedly even 


asked her mother to sign the doc- 
umentto indicate receipt. 

“We were prepared to forgive 
her even if they had already spent 
part of the money as long as the 
rest would be returned to us but 
we were crushed when she said 
that they had no plans of return- 
ing the funds. This, for us, was 
unthinkable,” they said, 


Under daughter’s control 

The couple said they checked 
their accounts with Philam Asset 
Management, the Bank of the 
Philippine Islands, Banco de Oro, 
and ING Bank but they were de- 
nied access because the finds 
were already in their daughters 
control. 

‘They also discovered that Ma. 
Victoria had withdrawn the mon- 
ey, including interest, from Phil- 
am in September 2004. The 
checks pertaining to the with- 
drawn amount were even deliv- 
ered to their son-in-law's office at 
Philamlife, they sai 

They sent the Culsias a de- 
mand letter on Sept. 15 but their 
sorvin-law’s lawyer responded by 
claiming that he “never inter- 
fered with their money. 


Cuisia’s statement 

In a press statement, Cuisia 
said he “(had) nor taken a single 
centavo nor have benefited from 
the business concerns of my in- 
laws? 

“I cannot believe that my in- 
laws would stoop this low and 
make  trumped-up charges 
against me and my wife Vicky,” he. 
said in the statement, 

Cuisia claimed that three of his 
wife's siblings were using his fa- 
ther-in-law “who is 85 years old 
and is suffering from a debilitat- 
ing disease which may have af- 
fected his mental faculties in or- 
der to promote their lust for mon- 

He said the three siblings were 
“not only in control of my in-laws 
and have poisoned their minds, 
they have also prevented doctors 
from examining and treating my 
ailing parents-in-law.” 


be “held responsible.” 

Later in an interview, Defensor 
said the volume of the seized logs 
had yet to be determined but initial 
estimates placed their worth be- 
‘tween P6 milion and P8 million.” 


Only caretakers: 

Asked why the raid failed to 
yield big fish, Defensor said only 
the first and sixth sawmill raided 
‘were manned, each by a single 
caretaker, when the team arrived. 

He could only recall the name 
of one of the caretakers as “Fred” 
from the sixth sawmill. 

wguiner chief of photogra- 
phers Ernie Sarmiento, who cov- 
ered the operation, supplied the 
name of the caretaker of the first 
sawmill: Xerces Tampok. 


‘When confronted, Tampok 
claimed he was merely a "fisher: 
man” hired to guard the place two 
months ago, Sarmiento recalled, 

The mill yielded a chainsaw 
and a stockpile of logs concealed 
in one of the rooms, Sarmiento 
said. 

Corpus ordered some of the 
soldiers to guard Tampok before 
the team left for the second tar- 
get. 

Going by Sarmiento's account, 
itwas not hard to see how people 
manning the rest of the sawmills 
were able to get wind of the on- 
coming raiders and to flee, 

‘The convoy was composed of 
around 15 cars and two mounted 
police escorts, navigating mostly 
rough roads. 


Jamby subjects ‘sin tax’ ... 


From page Al 


relief in the Senate Tuesday night 
when out of the blue she lectured 
senior colleagues about the effect 
ofsupply and demand on the con- 
sumption behavior of smokers. 

Interpellating Sen. Ralph Rec- 
to, chair of the Senate ways and 
means committee, Madrigal rat- 
tled off economic jargons such as 
econometric model, regression 
analysis and elasticity in explain- 
ing the proposed increases in ex- 
cise taxes on cigarette products, 

‘Amid chuckles from fellow 
senators, Madrigal, who is ‘not 
known to be an economist or a 
tax expert, proceeded to use an 
algorhythmie model to find the 
incremental income of the manu- 
facturers of low-priced 
cigarettes. 

“Applying the proposed rates of 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile (a 
435.7-percent tex rate on 
low-priced cigarettes), Madrigal 
said would yield P0.7 billion for 
the first year. 

She then used a “regression 
analysis” to predict consumer be- 
havior in a certain market, in this 
case the cigarette industry. 


Pythagorean theorem 

Not even Recto, resident tax 
expert of the Senate, or Sen. Mar 
Roxas, former trade secretary, 
used regression analysis in pre- 
senting the wisdom of the pro- 
posed tax rates. 

"Would the chairman accept 
my amendment in the event that 1 
prove, through Pythagorean the- 
orem, that this is a point at which 
the consumer will not buy 
cigarettes,” Madrigal told Recto. 

‘Using a projector, she illustra 
ed through a line graph the basic 
demand and supply intersection 
to prove that higher tax rates on 
low-priced brands would deter 
low-income people from buying 
cigarettes because of the pro- 
hibitive price, 

Itwas then made apparent that 
her ultimate goal is to help smok- 
ers quit the habit, not increase 
revenues. 


Flawed model 

Recto was then forced to ask 
Madrigal about her theory, pointing 
that the model was flawed because it 
only talked of the supply as recorded 
by the market, and did not take into 
account other “observable Factors.” 

In the real world, cigarette 
dealers also buy supplies from 
smugglers which cannot be quan- 
tified atthis point, he said. 

“I went through tedious ... 
computation ro show why we 
reached certain elasticities,” 
Madrigal answered back. 

She said that elasticity referred 
to the relative response of one fac- 
tor to another (or if the prices go 
up in the case of cigarettes, would 
the smoker decrease consumption 
or shift to another brand). 

"1 did this to prove a point: that 
there is an econometric model, and 
that there is empirical data and pro- 
“cess, she added, 


Not empirically based 
But Recto said the ways and 
means committee had a “differ- 


MADRIGAL: Certain elasticities 


ent finding." 

“But your findings are not em- 
pirically based and they are not 
calculated, Can you give me your 
calculations, models so that we 
can compare,” Madrigal snapped 
back. 

Recto, trying to understand her 
calculations, said that what 
Madrigal was saying was that the 
volume of consumption of a 
cigarette priced at P1.12 per 
pack, if increased by 630 percent, 
‘would not change. 

“Meaning to say, if you raise 
the low-end tier, or increase the 
tier, it will be the same volume,” 
he saic 

‘Madrigal said that she was just 
“wanting to see at which point 
taxes could be increased where 
the low-end manufacturers 
would not have an increase in de- 
‘mand for his products, or where it 
‘would remain at the same level.” 

She said she wanted to point 
out that certain cigarette manu- 
facturers would not benefit or 
lose from raising excise tax rates 
byat least 630 percent. 

At this point, Roxas then inter- 
jected, saying he too was trying to 
‘understand the finding of Madri- 
gals econometric model. 


‘Slope co-efficient’ 

“Given the data and the regres- 
sion analysis, what is the slope 
co-efficient that was found?” 
Roxas said, 

Roxas was referring to the “elas- 
ticity” of consumer behavior in the 
absence of substitution (quit smok- 
ing by resorting to soft drinks and 
candies as alternatives). 

He noted that the Madrigal 
model assumed “a broad range of 
action or behavior patterns by 
consumers because it takes the 
impetus as an increase in con- 
sumer activity” 

“If you could just simplify what 
‘would be the calculated behavior 
change, assuming a simplified 
‘world—one product with no sub- 
stitution either in cigarettes or in 
other consumer behavior—what 
would be the behavior pattern for 
every one percent or one unit of 
price?” he asked. 


“Scientific rigors’ 

Roxas then ended his interpel- 
Jation by telling Madrigal that al- 
though she should be credited for 
inserting “scientific rigors to our 
discussion, the model should be 
simplified such that there be no 
substitution because there can be 
‘a great deal of debate as to what 
‘would be substituted.” 


Ex-Nigerian envoy found guilty of raping Pinay maid 


From page Al 


Abuah's lawyer Philippe Girod 


said his client was unable to at- 
tend the trial because of severe 
hypertension and had stayed 
homein Nigeria. 

Under Swiss law, the defen- 
dant has five days to challenge 
the court’s decision. “There will 
definitely be an appeal,” Girod 
said. 

‘Abuah was posted at Nigeria's 


mission to the United Nations’ 
European offices in Geneva from 
1996-1998, He was accused of 
raping one of his housemaids, a 
52year-old woman from the 
Philippines, on four separate oc- 
ccasions from 1997-1998. 


Not identified 

"The facts are not contest- 
‘ed—there has been a sexual rela- 
tionship,” Girod said. “But to 
qualify the facts in a legal way, is 


adifferent matter” 

‘The court verdict did not iden- 
tify the victim. 

Luis Cid, head of a labor 
union which helped her get 
medical treatment and file a 
complaint in 1998, also de- 
clined to identify her, citing per- 
sonal privacy. 

The victim claimed that 
Abuah sexually harassed her reg- 
ularly, appearing naked before 
her while his family was out of 


the house, She alleged that he 
threatened to revoke her work- 
ing visa or to denounce her hus- 
band, who was living and work- 
ing in Switzerland illegally, if she 
reported his behavior to authori- 
ties. 


Noimmunity 

Three other women who 
worked in the Nigerian mission 
also accused Abuah of sexual mis- 
behavior, after which Nigeria re- 


called him. 

Laws which usually protect 
diplomats did not apply in this 
case, because his immunity was 
lifted automatically after he 
left the diplomatic corps in 
1998. 

After a Swiss warrant was is- 
sued for his arrest, Abuah was ar- 
rested by Dutch authorities in 
2003 at the Amsterdam airport 
and extradited to Geneva. He 
served two months in preventive 


custody before being provisional- 
lyreleased. 

Girod also sald it was unlikely 
that his client would ever come to 
Geneva to serve his prison sen- 
tence. 

“Ido not think so,” he said. 
“My client has very high hy- 
pertension and it could be fa- 
tal.” 

Nigeria's mission to the United 
Nations in Geneva declined to 
comment, AP 
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From page Al 


cio for “indirectly implicating” his 
‘camp to the murder. 

The  Sl-year-old Perez, 
Singson's long-time secretary, 
was killed with a single shot in 
the back while walking along 
Malvar Street in Ermita, Manila, 
at 6:45 p.m. on Tuesday. 

“She could have been mistaken 
for Emma Lim,” Singson told the 
INoumzby phone early yesterday 

Lim, another secretary of 
Singson's, is also scheduled as a 
prosecution witness in the plun- 
der trial that resulted from the 
governor's expose in 2000 that 
Estrada had received payoffs 
from jueteng operators. 


‘Feelers’ 

But in an strange twist, Estrada 
spokesperson Didagen Dilan- 
galen claimed that Perez had sent 
“feelers” to the former Presidents 
camp to testify against Singson. 

“The truth is, we lost a vital 
witness,” said Dilangalen, a for- 
mer representative of Maguin- 
danao. "Villa-Ignacio's claim that 
the victim was to be used by the 
prosecution as a rebuttal witness 
‘was just an afterthought.” 

Contacted for comment, 
Singson said: “What Dilangalen 
said is a confirmation that they 
arebehind the killing of my secre- 
tary of 16 years.” 

He said Perez was loyal, trust- 
worthy and committed in her ser- 
vice to him and his family and that 
she had no enemies and was even 
reluctant to testify in his favor. 

Singson confirmed Villa-Igna- 
cio's statement that Perez had 
been helping the prosecution. 

He said Perez had been going 
to the Sandiganbayan and giving 
relevant information to the pros- 
ution panel and reporting to 
him the developments of the tri- 
al. 


Insights, information 

In a break during the hearing, 
Villa-Ignacio said Perez was “ear- 
marked” to “refute” the testimo- 
ny of two secretaries of Sen. Jing- 


eas ance nae a 


Erap case witness, Chavit's secretary, killed 


CHAVIT SINGSON: Marilyn had 
been giving information to the 
prosecution panel. 


goy Estrada, the ex President's el- 
dest son. 

‘The two secretaries earlier tes- 
tified that they had not seen 
Singson or Lim going to the 
young Estrada's office supposedly 
to pick up jueteng collections. 

“One cannot discount the pos- 
sibility that the killing might be 
related to the ongoing trial,” Vil- 
laclgnacio said, adding that Perez 
had also been “active” in the case 
involving the Estradas” alleged 
misuse of the excise tax. 

The Estradas are likewise ac- 
cused of collecting P170 million 
in the tobacco excise tax intended 
for Ilocos Sur. 

“[Perez] gave us details not 
known in the subject matter,” Vil- 
la-lgnacio said. “She was able to 
give insights and information 
which I used to cross-examine the 
witnesses.” 


‘Irresponsible’ 
But in an interview, Flamini- 
ano said Villa-Ignacio's claim was 
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she said, “1 am trying to go back 
to a normal life,” Lim said her life 
had never returned to normal af 
ter testifying for Singson. 

She said she had been staying 
in a safe house and that her 
movements were limited for se 
curity reasons. i 

She also said it was unthink 
able that Perez would suffer such 
a violent death because the latter 
had never been engaged in any 
quarrel or had enemies. 


Clearly murder 

The Western Police Distriet is 
still trying to determine the mo- 
tive for the killing. But homicide 
chief Sr. Insp. Dominador Arevalo 
said it was clearly a case of mur- 
der and the gunman had proba- 
bly been hired. 

Per witnesses’ accounts to the 
police, the gunman walked be 
hind Perez along Malvar Street. 
took out a .38 cal. revolver and 
3 fired three shots, hitting her once 

ae fipur à inthe back. 
DOA at the Philippine General Hospital, Singson’s secretary Marilyn JINGGOY ESTRADA: We had Ab the tine, Perez had supper 


Perez was felled by a single shot in the back while on herway home... nothingto dowith the killing. edly come from the LCS building 
pag! and was on her way to Taft Av 
“irresponsible. Both father and son are facing for Lim, whom he did not know, enue, where she usually caught a 
Former Sen. Rene Saguisag, plunder charges before the and he was told that Perez was ride to her home in Quezon City 
another PA poe, Sandiganbayan. my secretary,” Singson said. Bystanders took Perez to the 
agreed. He said they did not Š "The governor said Perez had Philippine General Hospital 
even know that Perez was giv- Notyet a witness Pee cunt Sr AA oad 
ing information to the prosecu- Singson said Perez was nevera mail and usually answered his arrival. 
tion panel. witness in the plunder trial. letters. “This is not a robbery-hom: 


Saguisag also said they didnot _ On the other hand, Lim testi- He has sent his bodyguards to cide case even if her cell phone 
even know Perez existed. fied at Estrada's impeachment tri- the Funeraria Paz in Quezon City, was missing. Her bag and valu 

‘Asked to comment on the al that she had delivered P5 mil- where the wake for Perezis being ables were intact,” Arevalo 
supposed link between Perez's lion in jueteng payoffs to his of- held. He was expected to visit said. a 
murder and the plunder trial, fice in Malacahang, and that she “yesterday. "Asked whether they would 
Senator Estrada told reporters: had gone to the office ofthen San The family of Perez, who was check out the supposed connec 
“If they would put the blame Juan Mayor Jinggoy Estrada to the eldest of eight children, was tion to the Estrada plunder case, 
on us, Idon't think that is prop- collect jueteng money. stilin shock over the murder. he said Singson’s lawyer had told 
er. We have nothing to do with According to Singson, Lim A relative said Perez had no him that Perez was not a witness 
it” made herself scarce at their of- known enemies and that the fam- inthe trial. 

He expressed sympathy forthe fice in the LCS building in San ily could think of no one who 
bereaved family. Andres, Manila, because men would have wanted her dead. Hunt for gunman 


Asked why they were being had supposedly been hanging , ki He added that in the mean- 
od to the crime, the senator around the area and asking “Very nervous time, the hunt had begun for the 
said it was probably because abouther. Ina phone interview with the gunman, who was described as 


Singson had accused him and his He also said Lim had feared PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, Lim 25-30 years old, 5'5 to 5'6 tall 
father of receiving kickbacks that certain parties were intend- admitted having received death slim and dark-skinned. With re- 


from jueteng operators. ing to silence her, which was why threats and said Perez's murder ports from Christine O. Aven- 
Singson's charges against the only Perez reported for work ev- had caused her to be more fear- daño in Manila; Leoncio Bal: 
Estradas led to the former Presi- ery day. ful. bin Jr, PDI Northern Luzon 


dentsimpeachment tial in2000. “Maybe they sent a hired killer “I am feeling very nervous,” Bureau 
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ROME—More than ‘eight years 
after a pledge to halve the num- 
ber of the world’s hungry by 2015 
that number has hardly 
budged—with one child dying of 
hunger every five seconds—a UN 
agency said Wednesday. 

Though the number of hun- 
sry people in developing coun- 
tries fell in the early 19905, that 
trend was later reversed, the 
Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion said in its annual report on 
world hunger. By 2000-2002 the 
figure stood at 815 million, just 
9 million below the decade-ear- 


Saudi Arabia probes 
US consulate attack 


JEDDAH--Saudi Arabia 
tried on Tuesday to discover 
how militants penetrated 
the elaborate defenses of 
the US consulate in what al- 
Qaida said was a reprisal 
for last month's US assault 
on Falluja in Iraq. 

At least nine people died in 
Mondays attack in Jeddah, the 
first against a Western diplomatic 
mission and first big strike in six 
months in the world's top oil ex- 
porter by militants bent on driv- 
ing Westerners from the birth- 
place of Islam. 

“We have to find out exactly 
what gave them the ability to get 
inside and get through the gate,” 
interior ministry security 
spokesperson Brig. Gen. Mansour 
Turki said. “The measures taken 
were thought to be enough to 
prevent this.” 

A statement in the name of al- 
Qaida's Saudi wing said the 
“squadron of martyr Abu Annas 
al-Shami breached the bastion of 
the Crusaders” in what it called 
“the blessed Falluja attack.” 

‘US-led forces have blasted 


lier estimate. 

‘The target of cutting the num- 
ber of undernourished people in 
the developing world in half by 
2015 is still within reach, the 
Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion said, contending that the 
cost for countries to do that 
would be more than offset by 
what they would eam in extra 
productivity and income. 

‘The report said present levels of 
hunger cause the death of more 
than 5 million children every year, 

It also presented fighting 
hunger as a good investment, 


their way into Falluja to hunt for 
insurgents and foreign fighters, 
including those loyal to America’s 
top enemy in Iraq, al-Qaida ally 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. 

Relatives of Shami, Zarqawi's 
spiritual mentor, say he was killed 
inan earlier US strike in Iraq. 

The brazen attack against a 
symbol of the US government in 
Jeddah showed that Saudi-born 
Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida net- 
work still poses a threat despite 
an 18-month-old crackdown in 
which leading militants have 
been killed or captured. 

It also highlighted flaws in US 
and Saudi security measures to 
protect the mission from al-Qai- 
da, which has repeatedly vowed 
to strike at US interests in the 
kingdom. 

Officials say the assailants fol- 
lowed an official consulate car in- 
to the complex, firing guns and 
hurling grenades to force entry. 
No US diplomats were killed but 
the gunmen burnt the US flag and 
set fire to buildings. 

The Interior Ministry named 
three attackers killed in the raid, 
but none was on a list of top 


VEGETABLE PLANT 

Leaf lettuces grow under red lights 
factory in the town of Hikari, some: 
takesamonth to harvest, or three 


load that would normally require I 


versions, and requires only a team of 10-15 workers to handle a 


ing diodes at a vegetable 
50 km east of Tokyo. The lettuce 
to four times as fast as outdoor 


20 farmers, a 


China erects 


memorial 


for fallen mice, monkeys 


BEIJING—Most countries honor 
their war dead, but China has 
erected a monument for a litle 
thought of but altogether more 
cuddly martyr—the mice, guinea 
pigs, rabbits and monkeys who 
gave their lives to science. 

Far from basking in the glory of 
scientific achievement after mak- 
ing strides with a potential SARS 
vaccine, Chinese researchers had 
taken time to commemorate the 
furry martyrs who paved the way 
for safe human testing, the official 
Xinhua news agency said. 

Yin Weiping, chief of the SARS 
vaccine development program, said 
animal testing had been vital in de- 
veloping the vaccine, which has 
passed the first stage of human trials. 

‘Accordingly, the Chinese 
Academy of Medical Science had 


been graced with a monument to 
the fallen animals. 

It did not give details of the 
monument or say where it was. 

Wuhan University in the central 
China province of Hubei, erected a 
similar monument in September in 
honor of 38 rhesus monkeys that 
died in another SARS research pro- 
gram, Xinhua said. 

‘The civet cat, the brown, furry, 
weasel-like animal that experts 
say was the source of the SARS 
epidemic that has killed some 
£800 since it emerged in 2002, has 
not been so exalted. 

But the creatures received a re- 
prieve of another sort last month 
when the govemment banned the 
cooking and selling of the cats, 
which are considered a delicacy in 
the south, Reuters 
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One child dies of hunger every 5 seconds, says UN report 


saying the global costs of achiev- 
ing the target pale in comparison 
to the price paid by not acting. 

Governments set the goal of 
halving the undernourished peo- 
ple by 2015 at the UN World Food 
Summit in 1996. 

‘Wednesday's report said hunger 
and malnutrition cost around 530 
billion in direct medical expenses 
each year, with estimated indirect 
costs due to premature death and 
disability ballooning into hundreds 
of billions of dollars. 

The report said hunger cuts 
productivity and earnings, re- 


duces school attendance and 
erodes cognitive abilities. 

According to the agency's esti- 
mates, an annual increase in 
funding of $24 billion would be 
needed to reach the hunger tar- 
get, but it would reap $120 bil- 
lion in returns each year. 

The report blamed the recent 
rise in hunger levels largely on a 
worsening 
world’s two most populous coun- 
tries, China and India, both of 
which had earlier recorded im- 
provements. The number of un- 
dernourished people in other de- 


situation in the target. 


to tackle the problem. 


veloping countries held steady. 
All but one of the 16 countries 
with the highest levels of hunger 
are in sub-Saharan Africa, where 
many nations are suffering from 
food emergencies, the report said. 
The report proposed a combi- 
nation of programs to help boost 
agricultural productivity and di- 
rect food aid to achieve the 2015 


Itcited a pledge by world leaders 
in September to raise an additional 
$50 billion a year to fight hunger as 
an example of current commitment 
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Hartwig De Haen, of the agen- 
cy's economic and social depart- 
ment who oversaw the report, 
said the target was “ambitious 
butstill feasible.” 

The report drew attention to a 
second challenge faced by both de- 
veloped and developing countries— 
obesity and diet-related diseases, ag- 
gravated in part by urban lifestyles. 

It also highlighted the domina- 
tion by supermarket chains of in- 
ternational food sales, blocking 
out small farmers who do not 
have the technology to meet the 
supermarkets’ standards. AP 
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wanted al-Qaida suspects. 

It said another dead militant 
had yer to be identified, and it 
would not reveal the name of a 
fifth, captured militant. 

“The attackers took a chance 
while a consular car was going in, 
so the door was open,” Turki said. 
“They threw grenades at the 
guards at the gate and stormed 
through. They had no access in- 
side the consulate itself as they 
‘were kept to the perimeter” 

“Its clear that some of these 
people have been looking at our 
procedures,”. US Ambassador 
James Oberwetter told reporters. 
“They clearly understood how 
our cars entered the compound 
and in my view had scoped it out. 
We have no plans to move the 
consulate,” Oberwetter said after 
a top Saudi National Guard ofi- 
cial suggested moving the mis- 
sion to a less exposed area that 
would be easier t0 protect. 

Obefidhe® aid the consulate 
would reopen in a few days. 

Officials said five consulate 
staff—a Yemeni, a Sudanese, a Fil- 
ipino, a Pakistani and a Sri 
Lankan--were also killed. Reuters 


VIRGIN FLIGHT 
British entrepreneur Richard Branson, center, holds a surfboard 
ashe stands on the wing of his Virgin Atlantic Airways plane with 
models after touching down on its inaugural fight into Australia 
at Sydney Airport Wednesday. 


UN nixes calls 
for Annan’s 
resignation 


UNITED _NATIONS—Security 
Council members expressed con- 
fidence in UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan on Tuesday, dismiss- 
ing calls by some US legislators, 
for him to resign over the scan- 
dal-plagued oil-for-food program 
for Iraq. 

Even US Ambassador John 
Danforth said he had “great con- 
fidence” in Annan although he re- 
peated the White House view that 
no one could make a definitive 
judgment until all the facts were 
in from investigations into allega- 
tions of corruption in the $64-bil- 
lion program. 

During a working luncheon of 
the 15-nation council, Annan ex- 
pressed his determination to “car- 
ry out the investigation and to 
make the facts known to every- 
body” said Algerian Ambassador 
Abdallah Baali, the council presi- 
dent for December. 

“There was certainly a unani- 
mous view that this was the right 
thing to do,” Baali said. 

“Nobody in the room called 
for Kofi Annan’s resignation. 
On’ the contrary, we all ex- 
pressed our confidence in the 
secretary-general,” said Ger- 
man Ambassador Gunter 
Pleuger. Reuters 
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Bid to hold new Ukraine presidential polls hits snag 


KIEV—Efforts to resolve deadlock over re- 
staging a rigged election stalled on Tuesday 
after Ukraine's outgoing president reported 
no progress in talks and parliament took no 
action to change legislation and the consti- 
tution. 

The row caused further ripples between 
the West and Russia, which blocked US and 
European diplomatic efforts for a joint posi- 
tion on the Dec. 26 election re-run. Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said that amounted to 
interference in Ukraine's affairs. 

The election, rigged by authorities to 
hand power to Prime. Minister Viktor 
Yanukovich, triggered mass protests in sup- 
port of opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko. The Supreme Court backed 
Yushehenko's charges of mass fraud and or- 
dered the new vote. 

‘Signs emerged that more than two weeks 
of turmoil were beginning to dent the econo- 
my. The budget deficit jumped to $1 billion 
from next to nil in the two months preceding 
the tainted Nov. 21 vote. 

‘The latest mediation effort to reconcile an 
opposition that has mobilized hundreds of 
thousands of protesters and President Leonid 
Kuchma suffered a setback when the veteran 
leader reversed his stance on concessions 
within a matter of hours. 

Some progress appeared to have been 
made after marathon “round-table” negotia- 
tions brokered by European Union foreign 
policy chief Javier Solana, when Kuchma told 
reporters he would meet two of three opposi- 
tion demands. 

But, in a written statement hours later, he 
said: “If we are to speak in general terms, no 
agreement was reached and instead of a 
statement fror the round-table talks, there 
was simply a statement for the press.” 

Parliament also adjourned without passing 
Jaws agreed with Kuchma as part of an earlier 
deal to end the stand-off 

in Bulgaria, Russia torpedoed a declara- 
tion by 55 member states of the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(Osce), which called for all parties in 
Ukraine to cooperate for a fair re-run of the 
tainted vote. 

“Our parmers demanded additional formu- 
lations which actually meant interference in 
the negotiation process in Ukraine,” Lavrov 
told anews conference. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell rejected 
the notion, saying it was "a matter of allowing 
a country to choose how it wishes to be gov- 
erned and who it wishes to have as its 
friends.” 

in his comments, Kuchma said 
Yushchenko's Our Ukraine group had stalled 


talks by insisting on the governments dis- 
missal. 

‘The president and parliament are eyeing 
‘each other with suspicion as they pursue dif- 
ferent aims to solve the crisis. 

‘The opposition is demanding dismissal of 
officials which oversaw last month's vote and 
new laws to prevent rigging in addition to 
Yanukovich's removal. ` 

Kuchma, who said after Monday's media- 
tion he would agree to the first two demands, 
‘wants the opposition to vote for constitution- 
al changes to cut the powers of the next presi- 
dent and give more power to parliament and 
the prime minister. 

He issued a decree later on Tuesday noting 
Yanukovich's decision to take a “break” to 
‘campaign in the new vote and appointing Fi- 
nance Minister Mykola Azarov as acting pre- 
mier. 

Parliament put off until Wednesday any de- 


cision on changes to electoral law or the con- 
stitution. Many said Kuchma was blocking at- 
tempts at a solution by refusing to sack 
Yanukovich. 

“The man who is supposed to be guarantor 
of the constitution is ignoring our decision of 
Dec. 1," said centrist deputy Vasyl Havrylyuk, 
referring to parliament's vote to dismiss 
Yanukovich. 

Parliament on Wednesday could approve a 
legislative package approving both new elec- 
tion rules and constitutional changes. 

Orit could separate the issues and refuse any 
reducdon in the presidents powers—as 
Yushchenko’ allies have advocated in anticipa- 
tion that their candidate will win on Dec. 26. 

“The president and- prime minister must 
merely carry out the laws and constitution. In 
the situation we have today there is only one 
guilty pary—and thats Kuchma,” Petro 
Poroshenko, a Yushchenko aide, said. | Reuters 


Doctors say Ukraine opposition 
leader was poisoned—The Times 


LONDON--Ukraine's opposition leader Vik- 
tor Yushchenko was poisoned in an attempt to 
kill him during election campaigning in 
September, a British daily reported Wednes- 
day, quoting the doctor who oversaw his 
treatment. 

Doctors at Viennas Rudolfinerhaus clinic 
are within days of identifying the substance 
that left Yushchenko's face disfigured with 
cysts and lesions, Dr. Nikolai Korpan was 
quoted as telling The Times in a telephone in- 
terview. 

Specialists in Britain, the United States and 
France had helped to establish that it was a bi- 
ological agent, a chemical agent or, most like- 
1y, a rare poison that struck him down in the 
run-up to the presidential election, he said 

Doctors needed to examine Yushchenko 
again at the clinic in Vienna to confirm their 
diagnosis but were in no doubt that the sub- 
stance was administered deliberately, he was 
quoted as saying. 

“This is no longer a question for discus- 
sion," Korpan said. “We are now sure that we 
can confirm which substance caused this ill- 
ness. He received this substance from other 
people who had a specific aim.” 

Asked if the aim had been to kill him, Kor- 
pan said: “Yes, of course.” 

Proof that Yushchenko was deliberately poi- 
soned would be a devastating blow for his rival, 
the prime minister, Viktor Yanukovich, as the 
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two candidates prepare for a repeat of a presi- 
dential run-off on Dec. 26, The Times said, 

It would raise questions about whether the 
poisoning was ordered by Yanukovich, his al- 
lies, or even the Kremlin, which fears that 
Yushchenko will take Ukraine out of its 
sphere of influence by joining the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization and the European 


"Union, it said. 


Yushchenko had said recently that he 
would soon’ reveal proof that his opponents 
had tried to assassinate him, but a spokesper- 
son said he had no plans to travel to Vienna, 
the newspaper said. 

Yushchenko fell ill on Sept. 6 and was 
rushed to Rudolfinerhaus four days later with 
severe abdominal pain and lesions on his face 
and trunk, The Times said. 

His liver, pancreas and intestines were 
swollen and his digestive tract covered in ul- 
cers, but doctors could not explain the symp- 
toms. 

Against their advice he went back on the 
campaign trail after a week, but retumed to 
the clinic two weeks later with back pain, 

His Austrian doctors had said previously 
they had no proof of a criminal poisoning, 

Nevertheless his campaign staff have insist- 
ed the medical exam revealed that 
‘Yushchenko'sillness had been caused “by a vi- 
ral infection and chemical substances that are 
not usually found in food products,” AFP 


MISSILE TEST 

‘This military handout file picture taken 
Oct. 14,2003 shows Pakistan's surface- 
to-surface ballistic missile, Shaheen-I. 
Pakistan test-fired Wednesday the 
ballistic missile which can hit targets up 
to 700 km away. a 


US intel 
reform 
bill passed 


WASHINGTON—The 
House of Representa- 
tives on Tuesday ap- 
proved landmark leg- 
islation to revamp 
America's intelligence 
network, clearing the 
way for major reforms 
aimed at preventing a 
repeat of the Sept. 11 
attacks. 

‘The historic bill, ap- 
proved by a vote of 
336-75, by and large 
adopts the recommen- 
dations of the Sept. 11 
Commission on ways 
to stop future terror 
strikes against the Unit 
ed States, and comes 
after months of meet- 
ings, hearings and con- 
tentious bargaining, 

The White House 
said President 
George W. Bush was 
“very pleased” by the 
bills passage and ex- 
pected the Senate to 
follow suit, 

“The president is 
vey pleased with 
House passage. He 
knows that this bill will 
make America safer" 
White House spokes- 
person Trent Duffy said. 

Republican Sen. Su- 
san Collins, who led 
the effort in the US 
Senate to draft the bill, 
said the legislation 
gives America's half 
century-old security 
apparatus a much- 
needed overhaul 

“This legislation is 
going to make a real 
difference to the se- 
curity of our coun- 
try,” Collins said. 

“gt is going to im- 
prove the quality of 
intelligence provided 
to our military and it 
will help to keep civil- 
jans safer here at 
home,” she said. 

The top Democrat 
on the reform bill ef- 
fort, Connecticut Sen. 
Joe’ Lieberman, ac- 
knowiedged that al- 
though there was al- 
most universal agree- 
ment in Congress that 
intelligence reform was 
sorely needed, crafting 
abill that lawmakers in 
both houses and both 
parties could agree on 
was anything but easy, 

“We have walked a 
long and winding 
road to get to this day, 
bur ultimately we've 
poren to exactly 
where we wanted to 
be,” Lieberman said. 

He added that the 
bill “will reform Ameri- 
cas intelligence assets 
so that to the best ex- 
tent possible we can 
feel that weareready to 
prevent another Sept. 
11 from happening,” 

Members of the 
Sept. 11 Commission, 
in a statement after 
the vote, said they 
were “deeply grateful” 
for the bil's passage, 

The measure heads 
to the US Senate for a 
vote and expected 
passage Wednesday, 
and then goes to Pres- 
ident Bush's desk for 
signing into law. AFP 
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The WORLD .... . 
2 churches in Iraq bombed 


MOSUL--Gunmen bombed two churches in 
the tense Iraqi city of Mosul on Tuesday, fuel- 
ing fears of ethnic and sectarian unrest ahead 
ofan election next month. 

President Vladimir Putin of Russia, a fierce op- 
ponent of the war, told Iraq's prime minister in 
Moscow he feared the country could break up and 
said planned Jan, 30 elections were unimaginable. 

US troops suffered their 1,000th combat 
death in Iraq on Tuesday when US soldier was 
killed in Baghdad. The Pentagon also issued fig- 
ures for a record monthly US death toll in Iraq. 
It said 136 American soldiers were killed last 
month. The previous highest was 135 in April. 

Atleast four Iraqi National Guard troopers 
were also killed in two incidents, one in the 
capital and another further south. 

*I cannot imagine how elections can be or- 
ganized under a full occupation of the coun- 
tay by foreign troops,” Putin told Iraq's US- 
backed interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi. 

“I also cannot imagine how you on your 
own will be able to restore the situation in the 
country and stop it from breaking up.” 

Allawi reaffirmed the election date of Jan. 
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30 but raised the prospeét of troubled regions 
taking two or three weeks longer toyoté=a 
proposal that could not immediately be 
checked with election officials and would 
breaka UN deadline of Jan. 31 for the ballot.” 

‘Anew CIA assessment, reported by the New 
York Times, gave a gloomy picture of frags fu- 
ture, seeing further Insecurity ifthe government 
fails to assert itself and promote prosperity. 

No one was killed nor, itappeared, injured, 
in the bombings in Mosul; smoke bilowed 
from one of the northern. city’s Armenian. 
churches and one of its oldest. Chaldean 
churches was ablaze and a- wall shattered, 
‘The attackers were not identified.” pi 

Ina city of 1.2 million where the two main 
Sunni Muslim communities, Arabs and Kurds, 
are already on edge following a rout of US- 
trained police last month by Sunni Arab insur- 
gents, the latest in a series of attacks on Chris- 
tians was grist to the mill of those who believe 
Iraq risks slipping into civil war. 

‘At least 16 Kurdish peshmerga fighters 
were killed in a suicide car bomb attack in 
Mosul on Saturday. US troops have turned to 


pas 


the Kuirds, largely abitonomous in the nearby 
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forces, to help police Mosul, 

í Sutin! Arabs make up about 20 petcent of 
Araq’s population but have dominated the 
country for decadesrirtcluding under fellow 
“Sunni Saddam Hussein. With the election set 
to transfer power to thé 60 percent Shiite Mus- 
lim majority, many Sunhis are unhappy and 
«Some have called for a boycort of the vote. 

They ‘argue that violence by insurgents led, 
apparently by forter Saddam loyalists and some 
foreigninspired Islamits, will make it impossi- 
ble to vote safely in much of Sunni northern and 
‘western Iraq, including much of Baghdad. 

The small Christian community of about 
650,000 or some 3 percent of the population 
has suffered from an upsurge in militant Islam 
since the fall of Saddam's secular regime. 
Some have fed: or closed down traditional 
businesses, notably selling liquor, which flour- 
ished in Iraq despite a Muslim religious ban. 

Atleast one Christian leader has been quot- 
ed recently saying he would form an armed 
militiato protect the community. Reuters 
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Rocking 


Inyouth, the heart exults and sings, 
the pulses leap, the feet have wings. 
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


S the Philippine Daily Inquirer celebrates its 19th 

anniversary today, it would not be an exaggeration 

to say that it has turned out to be Longfellow’s kind 
‘of youth—energetic, dynamic, independent, bold and in- 
novative, eager to explore new horizons. In other words, 
very much full of life and enthusiasm. 

‘This year’s anniversary theme, “Rocks at 19” certainly 

speaks a lot about the Ingumrer. Rock 

EDITORIAL music, after all, is universally identified 

with the young and is generally upbeat. 

At its birth, it was considered revolutionary. During its 

“golden age” in the 1960s, it was viewed as an expression 

of the young generation’s defiance of the establishment, 

though to this day it is also said to have given the young a 
sense of cohesion. 

‘The Inquirer, in a sense, is similar to rock music. In its 
early, fledgling days, it was a powerful voice in the “revo- 
lution” against the corrupt Marcos dictatorship. Follow- 
ing up on its monumental role in bringing down the dicta- 
torship, the paper again was a defiant voice against the 
plunderous Estrada regime and contributed to its fall. 
‘And to this day, to use a cliché, it continues to afflict the 
comfortable, even asit seeks to comfort the afflicted. 

Meanwhile, it has been blazing new trails. To make for 
faster and easier delivery of INQUIRER copies to its readers 
in the Visayas and Mindanao, it put up separate printing 
plants in Cebu and Davao. Then, it led the Philippine 
press’ “incursion” into the Internet. It was also the first in 
the country to introduce a free paper, aptly called Libre, a 
tabloid which is circulated in Metro Manila’s mass rail 
transit stations. 

The year that is coming to close saw the INQUIRER com- 
ing up with more innovations. One is the “Correction 
Box” where, as the name suggests, factual errors in previ- 
ous reports are corrected. Another is “In the Know” which 
provides brief backgrounders on the issues of the day to 
help readers get a better appreciation of the news. Earlier, 
in another first, it went into broadcast media with “Su- 
per!” at 103.5 K-Lite and InqTV on ABC-5. 

There have been other bold moves that show more than 
just youthful dynamism on the part of this paper. These 
‘Were made not so much to maintain the newspaper's po- 
sition as a market leader, which comes almost naturally 
with the quality of service it provides and which is reflect- 
ed by its position at the top among the nation's broad- 
sheets. They were made as part of a continuing, all- 
around effort to live faithfully by the tenets of the journal- 
istic profession, improve service and reach out toa larger 
audience—here and abroad- especially the youth. This 
is in line with its mission “as a world-class processor and 
provider of news and information ... serving as a catalyst 
of social progress.” At the same time, these moves keep 
the INQUIRER in step with the fast advancing information- 
communication technology, 

No, the Inquirer is making today’s Filipino youth a 
special audience not because they belong to the same 
generation. The Ingumer subscribes to the words of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt; “We cannot always build the 
future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the 
future.” 

But the way things look, our present generation of lead- 
ers doesn't offer much promise about building the future 
for our youth, Still it is not too late to build our youth for 
the future. And in this task, the Inquirer will keep doing 
its share, 

As the youth of today become adults of tomorrow, they 
will eventually take on the mantle of leadership in this 
country—in politics, business, religion and every field of 
human endeavor. The INquineR, too, will inevitably grow 
in age, but we will strive not to grow old. For as Samuel 
Ullman said: “Nobody grows old merely by living a num- 
ber of years. We grow old by deserting our ideals. Years 
may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles 
thesoul.” 

Yes, we are committed to keeping our ideals and our 
enthusiasm, 
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“HE'S mad is he? Then, I wish he'd bite some 
other of my generals,” George il reportedly 
snapped when told that Gen. James Wolfe had 
gone daft. 

Thar's also the reaction surging among 
members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations toward Myanmar’s junta for stalling, 
yet again, on restoring freedoms. 

Myanmars caudillos dance an “incorrigible 
one-step forward, two-steps backwards fox- 
trot,” Malaysian Member of Parliament Lim Kit 
Siang told legislators from seven Asean coun- 
tries in Kuala Lumpur. The shuffle blocks the 
release of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi, journalists and other detainees. 

‘Some parliamentarians are now pressing 
their governments to object when Yangon as- 
sumes the rotating chairmanship of Asean in 
2006. The generals’ “seven-step road map” to 
democracy is fake. 

‘Myanmar today is “the largest prison for 
Journalists in Asia,” the Paris-based Reporters 
Without Borders says in a new report docu- 
menting the plight of 18 detained journalists. 

‘Suu Kyf's National League for Democracy won 
a landslide victory in the 1990 general election. 
But the military never allowed parliament to 
convene, and unleashed waves of arrests. Yet, 
‘Suu Kyi continues to draw widespread support at 
home and abroad. 

“The stakes for the press are high. Offending 
the regime means prison. The 72-year-old 
joumalist Win Tin has been detained for 14 
years now. 

“Torture is commonplace and some journal- 
ists suffer from serious mental disorders result- 
ing from long isolation,” Reporters Without 
Borders says. Newsmen have received long 
sentences for articles deemed “hostile to the 
state,” talking with foreign journalists, even 
“owning undeclared video cameras’—an eerie 
clone of the Marcos regime's order to register 
mimeograph machines. 

Yangon's daily newspapers are government- 
run outlets for turgid propaganda. The mili- 
tary and their families control most publica- 
tions. As in our “New Society,” censorship is 
clamped on. Censors blue-pencil words such as 


1 HAVE to make a correction. The story that 
came out in the news about Fr. Charlito Colen- 
dres wasn't exactly accurate. The truth is far 
richer and more dramatic. It takes nothing 
away from Father Cha's heroism. It only points 
to the heroism of a lesser known figure, who 
was his companion, a convent assistant named 
Dionisio Cadungog. 

Dionisio, a strapping youth born to poor folk 
and used to hard work, told this version of 
‘what happened during the last night of Father 
Cha's wake at Mt. Carmel last Monday, 

Before night fell on Nox. 29, Father Cha and he 
hurried to Barangay Canugao. A fierce wind was 
already blowing then, accompanied by driving 
rain, which foretold of dire things to come. Pa- 
ther Cha worried about Barangay Canugao be- 
Cause it was a low-lying area which easly flood- 
ed. And by the looks of things, it wasn't going to 
be an ordinary storm. Before they left, Father 
‘Cha told Dionisio half jokingly "Eat your fil, we 
are going to have a long, long night.” 

It was 7 p.m. when they got to the barangay, 
the darkness broken only by shafts of light 
from fluorescent and kerosene lamps through 
windows. They banged on the doors of the 
houses and asked the people to board a couple 
ofjeepneys and a 10-wheeler truck. The baran- 
gay was in grave danger they said, the folk had 
to get to safer ground. It took a while to con- 
Vince the people to go, many of them saying 
that if they left, they would die, too. They 
would have nothing to live on. 

But by dint of pleading and cajoling, they fi- 
nally persuaded the folk to pack up. While peo- 
ple were rushing to and from thelr houses to 
fish out their things, Dionisio noticed an infant 
who seemed to have been lost. He picked up 
the child and delivered it to a woman on one of 
the jeepneys, charging her with its care until its 
mother came along. When they were finally 
done, they lumbered on toward Infanta. 

Shortly before they got there, they found 
their way blocked by rocks and mud and de- 
bris. But it was high ground, so they decided to 
camp at the sitio nearest there, 

Not so Father Cha, He worried no end about 
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“democracy,” “corruption” or “education.” 

To beat the censors, “the trick is in the pre- 
sentation,” Thint Bawa (Your Life) editor U Tin 
Maung Than told The New York Times’ Seth 
Mydans. The 47-year-old doctor-turned-writer 
“played the game hard, bobbing and weaving, 
winking and nudging, honing his metaphors, 
comparisons and historical references until it 
all became too much and he fled from Myan- 
mar for safety.” 

Is a game played by all independent-mind- 
ed writers in dictatorships from the Philippines 
of Marcos to Ayatollah Khomein's Iran and to- 
day's Myanmar: writer versus censor, says My- 
dan's analytical feature titled, “Burmese Edi- 
tor’s Code: Winks And Little Hints.” 

In repressive states, writing under censorship 
isan an form. Many of their rules are universal. 
Write only upbeat artides or “sunshine news.” 
‘Thus, many confine themselves to gossip, sports 
and lifestyle features. Praise the regime. That 
guarantees publication. It’s also safer, 

Direct criticism is taboo. Even factual re- 
ports on drought or poor crop yields are forbid- 
den. These could arouse fears of price increas- 
es. You cannot knock those in power, Imelda 
and the First Family, for example, could only be 
accorded fulsome hosannas. 

A few in Myanmar, as in martial law Philip- 
pines, push against the boundaries of whats 
acceptable. “You cannot blame,” Tin said. 
“You have to give hints that you are being crit- 
ical, that you are talking about the current 
system. The hints are in your choice of words, 
your tones, your composition. You use words 
with double meaning. The challenge is to get 
through to those keen readers without tipping. 
off the censors.” 


Correction 


kin who had come to visit him and whom he 
had left behind in Infanta. He could see the 
lights of the convent in the distance, which 
made the compulsion to reach it greater. He 
asked the sturdier men in their group if they 
would accompany him through the fields and 
make their way to Infanta by foot. By then the 
fields were already covered by water, The men 
replied that they were good swimmers but 
they would not risk wading through the fields 
in the dark. Father Cha thought about it, and 
decided to walk alone. 

‘When he was but a few meters gone, Dioni- 
storanafter him. Bahala na, he thought, but he 
would not leave the priest alone. Father Cha 
had brought along a 30-meter rope and they 
tied themselves to it so they wouldn't get sepa- 
rated, They hadn't gotten far when the water 
rose, climbing up to thelr chests with startling 
rapidity. It was no longer possible to go for- 
‘ward, but by then it was too late to turn back. 
They tied the other end of the rope to the wires 
of an electrical post that had toppled over and 
decided to wait for light or for the waters to 
ebb, whichever came first, 

Then without waming, they heard a thun- 
derous roar and before they knew it, a column 
of water fell on them, And along with the water, 
mud, debris and logs. Piles and piles of logs, 
raining on them with the force of hurled mis- 
siles, Instinctively, Dionisio, who was in front, 
tried to cover Father Cha with his body. Buta log 
hit him in che ribs and as he pitched forward ane 
other grazed him in the head. While his head 
spun, he heard Father Cha ery out, “Save your- 
self" And then he lost consciousness. 

Dionisio woke up hours later imagining him- 
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He wrote about flag burning in the Unitec 
States, ostensibly to criticize it but, betweer 
the lines, to give a glimpse of freedom. 

Stiil the government remains paranoid 
about Suu Kyi's drawing power. Favorable ref 
erences in the press to the opposition leader 
are "clearly forbidden.” Its verboten to write 
about female heads of state. Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo, Corazon Aquino, Megawati Sukarnop 
utri, Indira Gandhi or Margaret -Thatche) 
would be blacked out. 

Given the muzzled press, the pressure for re 
form is coming from outside, UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, for example, said that Suu 
Kyi and other political prisoners myst be in 
cluded in the current spate of releases involv 
ing more than 9,000 prisoners. Asean foreign 
ministers, meeting in Phnom Penh last July al 
so pressed for the release. 5 

President Arroyo and Thai Prime Ministe 
‘Thaksin Shinawatra were reported to have re 
minded Myanmar Prime Minister Soe Win a 
the Laos Asean summit of still unfulflle| 
pledges. Now, the parliamentarians are weigh 
ingin. : 

‘Whether these pressures will causethe hard 
line generals, like Soe Win, to unbend, remain 
to be seen. Less than 40 political detainees, on 
cone percent, were among those freed to impres: 
‘Asean heads of state meeting in Vientiane 

‘Then President Fidel V Ramos argued ic) 
Myanmars acceptance by Asean. He insister 
that Asean credentials would restrain the junt. 
from taking even more repressive measures 
Both national and regional interests, h 
claimed, were served by having Myanmar in in 
stead of “peeing from the outside." The tract 
record says otherwise. 

"As for being a general, well, at the age ¢: 
four, with paper hats and wooden swords, we 
all generals,” the actor Peter Ustinov once sait 
adding: “Only some of us never grow out oft.” 

As Yangon shows, generals who never mi 
ture can go daft. They can impoverish a onc: 
rich nation and crucify a gentle people, as ow: 
own “Rolex 12" did. 


E-mail: juan_mercado@pacific.netph 


self dead and floating with a bloated belly. Hi 
belly certainly gave that sensation. He realize. 
he was alive only when he retched mud agait 
and again. He was holding on to a log an 
standing on water that reached up to his neck 
He tugged at the rope but felt no onerthere, Hi 
shouted Father Cha's name, but got no re 
sponse. He was alone, Later, they would find Fa 
ther Cha's body floating underneath the logs. 

Dionisio loosed himself from the rop 
around his waist, and summoning whateve| 
remained of his strength swam to a nearby cu 
conut tree, He clung to it, and walted for day 
light and salvation or a new avalanche of mud 
and water and death, whichever came first 
too. He prayed, He asked forgiveness for hi 
sins and prepared to meet his fate. 

‘And then he felt a strange sensation. He los 
all sense of fear. He felt a calm descend on him) 
‘As he pondered his fate amid the buzding in hr 
ears and the fuzziness in his brain, he saw thing 
with a shaft of clarity, Whatever happened to h 
now, he thought, his life had been worth som 
thing. Father Cha and he had saved more than 4 
hundred lives the night before. If they hadn't got 
ten the folk of Barangay Canugao to leave fo: 
higher ground, those folk would now be in th 
same position he and Father Cha were: 

His mind suddenly drifted to the fost infan: 
he had spotted in the barangay, and wondere: 
iFits mother ever found tt, He dozed off again. 

‘When he woke up, a gray light was peeping 
Inthe east, and the water was almostgone. 

Werre putting up a small benefit cpncert tc. 
the victims ofthe storms on Dec. 20 at Conspire 
cyCaiéon Visayas Aven, Cooky Chua and i 
Vilena have offered to give up thelr Decembe: 
glot at Conspiracy and play, Der airs wh 
have volunteered thelr services are (as of th: 
writing): Bayang Barrios, Cynthia Alexande' 
Gary Granada, Joey Ayala, Mon David, Noel Cc 
bangon, Noli Aurilo, Susan Fernandez. 1 expe 
more to follow I haven't gotten in rouch wt 
the others yet, Gate ls P100. But dongtions an 
pledges will be more than welcome, 

Please come. Please help, 


lan 
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Sheuoeauenoveenauars : 


`Ë AUSTRALIAN businessman Peter Wallace, who 
‘Runs the Wallace Business Forum, met with the 


0 Tmedia yesterday to disclose the results of WBF's 


annual survey of multinationals doing business in 
the Philippines, This column will present the re- 
sults over the next few days, 

One relevant query raised by the media at that 
forum was about the logging situation here, fok- 
«lowing the recent massive floods and and the 

swath of death and destruction wrought by an 
avalanche of logs from the mountains, which 
were probably illegally cut. Wallace was asked 
how other countries dealt with logging while at 
the same time protecting the environment. 
‘Wallace noted that New Zealand runs one of 
the biggest and most successful wood-processing 
industries in the world, and yet its forests are 
“well-protected. The key, he stressed, is responsi- 
ble logging: New Zealand is very careful to en- 
force the law and reforests more than it can cut. 


=4 


There seems to be an overreaction by legis- 
Jators and other sectors to the recent tragedy, 
to the point of reviving the old debate between 
a total and selective log ban. Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. has batted anew for total log ban, a 
measure that has been pending in Congress 
since the late 1980s. But Wallace rightly 
stressed that this won't be the answer. A total 
‘ban would jack up the price of wood, making it 
-even more attractive to go into illegal logging. 
‘Then more of our forests would disappear. 

I recall that former Malaysian Prime Minis- 
ter Mahathir Mohamad was asked some years 
back why he didn't impose a total log ban in 
his country: His reply was that it would be 
ful for the poor people if they were to lose their 
livelihood. As Mahathir rightly saw it, the solu- 
tion is nora total log ban, but to impose very 
strictly the rules on logging. This means pro- 
hibiting the cutting of trees in banned areas 
such as the watersheds and riverbanks up to 5 
Kilometers inland, and punishing those who 
do so, without fear or favor, as well as those 
who buy and sell illegally cut logs. In addition, 
reforestation ought to be strictly carried out by 
those with legitimate timber licenses, under 
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pain of cancellation of their licenses. 

A dinner hosted last Saturday by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo at her Forbes Park home drew 
officials of the telecom companies, lawmakers 
like Senate President Franklin Drilon, Senators 
Ralph Recto and Mar Roxas and Representatives 
Joey Salceda, Exequiel Javier and Jesli Lapus 
(who chairs the House ways and means commit- 
tee thats sponsoring the proposed tax on telecom 
franchise), and Cabinet finance officials. The pur- 
pose was to persuade telecom officials to help 
‘ease the country's fiscal problem by shouldering 
patt ofthe tax burden. But the telecom people 

ialked at the idea of being taxed simply because 
theyre making profits. They argued that they 
‘would be paying P28 billion in taxes next year, 
P10 billion more than this year, and that they 
have been taking risks all these years, but it was 
only since 2000 that they began to make money 
on their investments. 

The telecom people persuaded the adminis- 
tration to instead push for a 2-percent across- 
the-board increase in the current 10-percent val- 
ue-added tax as an alternative revenue measure. 
By then Lapus was very discomfited as he saw 
his proposal for a franchise tax crumble. 

‘Sen. Joker Arroyo is right, There should 
have been some softening up of the telecom of- 
ficials before that dinner, so that GMA would 
have been spared the embarrassment of being 
turned down by them. In military parlance, 
that would be part of the so-called complete 
staffreport. 

‘A more thorough pt 


of ideas and 
proposals seems to be where i 


ie administra- 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER” 


OPINION. 
Let's not overreact on loggi 


a na mann 


ng issue 


tion often falls short. At times it's given to 
shooting from the hip and then back-tracking. 
For instance, I hope it will process the propos- 
al for a total log ban well and not cave in to 
kibitzers so readily, as well as the expected en- 
tay of foreign mining capital. 

A look at the increased VAT measure shows 
that at the current 10 percent rate, the revenue 
collection amounts to P166 billion. An addition 
of 2 percent will bring in P30 billion more. But if 
the VAT exemption for professionals such as the 
lawyers and doctors, as well as electric coopera- 
tives and fuel prices, is removed, this is estimated 
to bring in another P8.5 billion. 

However, increasing the VAT is expected to raise 
howls from various sectors as it will hit everyone, 
unlike the telecom franchise tax which will only 
tax the telecom firms’ “windfall profits” By the 
‘way, these firms resent that term since itis usually 
taken to mean profits from quick investments, 
‘which, they insist, is not the case with them. 

Senate President Drilon assures the media 
that the Senate version of the “sin taxes” bill 
that will be ready by next week will be “very 
good.” The goal of Congress’ rush (finally!) to 
pass two or three revenue measures is to con- 
‘Vince various international credit-rating agen- 
cies that the is dead serious in 
tackling its fiscal problem, and that it does not 
deserve a downgrade of its credit standing. The 
decision of Fitch Ratings not to downgrade RP's 
redit rating and instead merely change ts out- 
look on RP from “stable” to “negative” is being 
Teczived with some elation. Administration of. 
ficials read it as a sign that these rating agen- 
cies are convinced about reforms here. 

But as the Senate chief fumed before the 
media yesterday, news reports saying that the 
Filipino-Australian firm that recently pur- 
chased Masinloc power plant from Napocor 
for $561 million is woefully under-capitalized, 
do not win confidence for the administration. 
The perception could be that some window- 
dressing is going on to avoid a disastrous 
downgrade in our credit rating. 


Books in memory of trees 


TP you read the following excerpt and you are not 
awed and moved to action and meditation, you 
mustnot be a child of Earth. 

“The Spaniards called her Mother Mountain, 
this vast range stretching down the northeastern 
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won depending on which side youare. + 
“Loggers in Congress: Making Concessions” 
shows why, in a conservative setting such as 
Congress, a bill that would ban commercial log- 
ging and hurt the interests of some of its mem- 


On streets of gold 


TFELT my body become one with the bed. I was so tired that 


‘when my cell phone rang, I rejected the call. 


Tt was my sister. Calling me three times, Waking me up 
three times. Disturbing my sleep three times. I rejected her 
call three times. I groaned. She most probably wanted some- 
thing. She probably wanted to ask me if I took her white 
blouse or whether she could borrow the player or something 


trivial. Options: An- 
swer, Loudspeaker, 
Reject. 1 turned off 
my phone and went 
todreamland. 

T woke up three 
hours later. decided 
not to call back. 
Maybe later after the 
gm. 1 do body com. 

t. Muay thai is 
hard. All that silly 
jumping. Instructor 
is perky, like some cheerleader on designer drugs. 


Younc Boop 


1 came home, switched the cell phone on and it rang im- 


mediately, 
“Hello!” It was my sister's voice. 
“What's up?” Lasked. 
“You know Malaika?” 


Of course, I know her, 1 wanted to shout. She is one of my 


close friends in church. 


Louise Lane Gutierrez 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


As} 


“Two years ago she had this sickness which I feared would” 


be bad. Some disease related to lupus. But her doctors didn't » 


agree with my diagnosis. I feared back then that she had sys-" 


temic sclerosis, but her doctors said it was milder. 


‘Systemic sclerosis is usually fatal; most patients die two to 
three years after its onset. The diagnosis wasn't really clear 
because she didn't have the money for all those stupid labo- 


ratory tests. 


Last time we talked, she had just come out ofthe hospital, 
where she was treated for a lung disease. I knew then that 
my diagnosis was accurate. But should tell her that? I knew 


she knew what I feared, 
“So what about Malaika?” I asked 
“She just died.” 
Silence. And more silence. 
"What? You are kidding me.” 


My sister told me she had collapsed in her house earlier 

and when she reached the hospital she couldn't be revived, 
My head spun and my surroundings whirled. I couldn't be- 

lieve this, 1 expected this, but didn't really believe it would 


happen. 
Isaid, “Okay,” and put down the phone. 


Tris unfair Holding the hands of strangers as they go through 
some terrible disease makes me nauseous. Why can't I hold the 


hands ofthe ones Ilove? Why can't Ibe there for them? 
Tears. Regrets. 


‘The path 1 have chosen mandates that I help the faceless, 


flank of the island of Luzon like the heaving backs the nameless, embrace those whose eyes I cannot recall, 


bers would not progress. 


of massive whales, Through the years, the trees 
and slopes of the Sierra Madre, acting like giant 
windbreaks, broke the backs of tropical cyclones 
swirling in from the West Pacific. She was also a 
‘weather maker. Her peaks and lonely upland val- 
leys, blanketed with great sweeps of rain forest, 
‘were magnets for moisture, constantly building 
towering stacks of cumulus clouds, and rain. 
Bringing precious waterto the rivers and rice fields 
of the thirsty lowlands. Her twisted branches and 
massive buttressed roots sheltered and nourished 
more plants and animals than anywhere else in 
Luzon. This intricate food chain, believed to have 
more components and interactive links than any 
other habitat on the surface of the earth, kept the 
forest alive...After thousands and thousands of 
years, the gentle, wandering Dumagats have 
found no other home like this endless tract of 
‘green, where time has pooled for generations.” 

‘That, my dear reader, is the brief introduction 
of the amazing book “The Last Great Forest: Lu- 
zon’s Northern Sierra Madre Natural Park” 
(Bookmark, 2000) by Jose Ma. Lorenzo Tan who 
now heads the World Wildlife Fund in the Philip- 
pines. The book is wildly designed, by the way, 
and handy too, and those not keen on reading 
might just pause to dig into it. 

Farmers used to only reading the signs on the 
soil liked the book so that I had to buy a few more 
copies a couple of years ago. How many of our 
politicians who gather no life-giving moss on 
their mouths have read this? 

The book is a forest of information, illustra- 
tions and colored photographs, and your heart 
will swell with pride after learning that we have, 
in our bosom, an Eden so alive. You'd worry too 
about its future, given the greed of this genera- 
tion. In fact, the first chapter is titled “The Philip- 


Ma. Ceres P Doyo 


pines: A Century of Deforestation.” 

After a heare-stopping introduction, the book 
segues into what this amazing place is all about. 
Ocean and rainforest within kissing distance of 
each other, people and wildlife living side by side, 
enriching each other and the wondrous web of 
life that makes this planet work. I wouldn't have 
minded the inclusion of the unseen elemen- 
tals--nymphs, fairies and dwarves—to complete 
the picture. 

Theard the grandeur of Grieg’s Piano Concerto 
in A minor and a Lucio San Pedro cantata the first 
time I went over the book. Okay, maybe Enya's 
tantalizing “In Memory of Trees” for some. Pm 
not being facetious when I say that, but indeed, 
my senses go on overdrive when I know that the 
printed word is also alive to tell the world. But is 
anyone up there in the glass-and-chrome towers 
with hardwood furniture listening, and doing 
something? 

My friend Marites Vitug's earth-shaking book 
“Power from the Forest: The Politics of Logging” 
(Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism, 
1993) was an award-winning opus that was sup- 
posed to alert everyone to the politicians’ involve- 
ment in the destruction of our forest preserve. 
The first chapter has, in fact, a photo of the coffin 
of a victim of the 1991 Ormoc mudslide that 
killed more than 5,000 people. Chapter 6, “The 
Senate's Wake-up Call” is about the debate on a 
total or a selective log ban. It was Sen. Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. who authored the bill calling for the 
25-year total ban with Sen. Orlando Mercado ar- 
guing in its favor and Sen. Heherson Alvarez for 
selective. Read about how the battle was lost or 


‘And who are the defenders and the raiders? 
“The insurgency war had bred new logging inter- 
ests,” the book says, “the rebels and the military 
who have made the forests their battleground 
and their sources of income.” Aray. 

“But amid this gloomy foreboding, there are 
shafts of light. The indigenous peoples and rural 
folk who have lived in or around these forests are 
starting to stir as well as a growing number of 
non-government organizations and concerned 
individuals.” 

Tam writing about these forest-bred books in 
the wake of the killer disaster that buried towns 
and families under water, mud, rocks and logs 
unleashed by the angry mountains last week. 

‘Anewly elected senator said on TV that she has 
been alone in her crusade these past six or so 
years. I turned off the TV Quipped an editor: “Ang 
kapal!" What did she make of those who lost their 
lives—journalists and Church people includ- 
ed—in the past 15 years while exposing the 
raiders of the forests? 

Once in his or her life, a person should go on re- 
treat to a rainforest to listen toit throb and drink of 
its juices. Ive been in one—thick, damp and bewil- 
dering—where one could be helpless if not for 
those who knew the terrain, There time stood still 
while my heart raced upon beholding the charm of 
the smallest wildlife and the majesty of trees. 

Scholasticans and friends! Come to a dinner- 
show featuring Ryan Cayabyab and his wife Em- 
mys high school class of 1979 at St. Cecilia's Hall, 
St. Scholastica’s College on Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. 
Alumna Tina Monson-Palma will emcee. This is 
for the school and priory's archives-museum and 
in preparation for the college's 2006 centennial. 
Call 0918-9220566 or 0917-8125277. 


Unwitting ally of globalization 


(Conclusion) 


‘WHEN labor agitation eliminates more jobs than 
it protects, it drives away workers from its ranks 
and makes the employed share the fears of their 
exploiters. Germany's labor movement is losing 
membership today as strikes get checkmated by 
the ability of workers in neighboring countries to 
absorb the high-paying jobs of the Germans. 

‘What happens in Europe is happening here, 
and worse: companies here cannot migrate 
abroad (though their owners’ bank accounts may 
end up overseas), so they shut down. The result is 
that the Left has carved out a niche for itself in 
relatively dead-end occupations such as the civil 
service, but it cannot attract (and thus, work for) 
Filipinos working abroad, or in call centers and 

+ other flourishing occupations. 

‘The Left does have a point in criticizing the lack 

- of industrialization in the country, because only in- 
Gustrialization could have resulted in the creation 
of a strong middle class, and enough productive 
employment to create wealth on a sufficient scale 
tobe distributed. However the Left has never been 
interested in fostering a middle class, which tends 
to cling to such un-socialist concepts as property 
and entrepreneurship. Neither has the Left been 
interested in actually supporting industry in the 
capitalist sense nor in any sort of deal involving 
trading some rights today so that sufficient eco- 
nomic progress can ensure a better tomorrow. 

‘This is what's missing from our Left, and which 
made possible the supremacy of socialism in 
much of the industrialized, non-communist 
world: trading near-term comfort for building a 
flourishing economy, which permits a more equi- 
table society later on. 

R Sionil Jose recently castigated Filipino com- 
munists by saying in effect that the day the Left 
turned to Maoist China was the day it doomed its 
‘evolution, due tothe racist distrust of the majority 
of Filipinos for the Chinese and China as a power. 
He might have added that a Filipino communist 
singing Mao's praises is no different from a Filipino 


THE LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


politician bootlicking in Washington, D.C. 

‘The leftist who prevents development by agitating 
squatters creates a mendicancy every bit as corrosive 
and great as the Filipino politician giving away pub- 
lic lond--communal property—which tums it into 
private property for nothing. The only winner, be- 
tween the politician giving away a finite amount of 
public land, and the leftist agitating the new resi- 
dents of that land to resist development, is the en- 
trepreneurial squatter who becomes a squatter land- 
lord, profiting from generations of new squatters 
while he and his family become middle class, 

The list of losers, on the other hand, is massive. 
There's the public, which loses more and more 
land supposedly for community use, and which 
must endure the resulting sprawl and lack of de- 
velopment that come from such giveaways. There 
are the squatters, who think receiving something 
for nothing such as land that’s not theirs simply 
because they want it, is possible—and then getin- 
creasingly despondent when they realize life 
doesn't work according to the magical formulas 
of the politicians who wreck development plans 
by gladly giving away public land. By receiving 
land asa politicians gift, they can live with voting 
for the politicians in exchange and waiting for 
seasonal dole-outs, 

The corresponding erosion of personal initiative 
‘and the work ethic is colossal and complete. Before 
the 1950s, giving land to the landless was based on 
the premise that they would pay on installment so 
they'd eam title to the land. While wily lawyers 
and landowners discredited this policy, instead of 
making it work, it was replaced with outright gifts, 


And so even the politicians end up suffering, 
unable to implement genuine development, or 
impose political will, because they are now held 
hostage by a mendicant population that is com- 
ing to realize it can vote for show-biz imbeciles 
who won'teven bother to try to change things. 

‘Then there are the owners, who cannot make 
use of their land as its occupied by more squat- 
ters. They either have to sel at a los (depriving 
them of a commensurate chance to invest in busi- 
nesses that might foster development) or under- 
go expropriation. This convinces them of the sen- 
sibleness of capital flight or outright emigration. 

Indeed, if am harsh when it comes to the Left, 
its because in so many ways it duplicates and 

ies the opportunism and selfishness it crit 

cizes in government and the private sector. 

cally it is simply the most organized of the parties- 
for-hire, ensuring its electoral successes according 
to the time-dishonored principle of guns, goons 
and gold (while mainstream politicians are adapt- 
ing to the new political strategy of ads, jingles and 
films, which at least spreads money around and 
kills no one). In education, the bailiwicks of the 
Left are losing talent and competitive advantages 
because of a stubborn demand for state subsidies 
instead of developing the assets its institutions are 
lavishly endowed with, namely land. In the envi- 
ronment, it contributes to the despoiling of the 
Jand by having a hand in logging extortion rack- 
ets, and by denouncing mining investment with- 
out offering alternatives (except, perhaps, the 
dream of future mining activities with socialist 
characteristics: meaning the ruthless exploitation 
of mineral resources under a furure People's Re- 
public of the Philippines, whether or not the local 
and marginalized communities of the future 
agree). It denounces globalization while conve- 
niently ignoring the contributions of a globalized 
population and forgetting that its contributions to 
environmental destruction make emigration 
abroad all the more essential for survival. 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.pht 


whose hearts haven't touched mine, and pray for the hands of 
God ta continually cover those whom I love but cannot touch. 


Tewill always be this way. 


1 open the good book and read about love, something 
about good Samaritans and loving strangers, I can only hope 


she was handled with love by strangers, too, 


see death all the time, Yet when death comes so close to 


me, Istill shudder. 


T lie back and think about everything. Malaika once 
thanked me for being such a blessing in her life, What role I 
played, why Iwas given the honor of blessing her, still haunts 
me. Ijust lost a good friend. I couldn't spend more time with 
her anymore. Fulfilling the promise to "get together some 


time” will have to wait. 


‘We will meet again, Malaika. We will drink coffee some: 
day and laugh. On streets of gold where you will no longer 
have to wear gloves because your fingers always feel pain 


when exposed to cold. 


Over the finest cakes and food, we will laugh. And you can 

agh all you want because when we meet again, laughing 
will not make your chest hurt, will not make you feel breath- 
Jess, You will not cry anymore. No more pain. No more tears. 


‘will see that day happen. 


For now, I will carry a smile, knowing I've gained an angel. 
And I know that you no longer feel pain and that you are not 
being loved by some nameless stranger but by a friend who 
loved you and me so much He died on the cross for us. 1 know 


that our Savior is holding you now, showing you around. 


Say hi to my uncle there. And to my grandfather. And to 
my friend Ed. Tell them I just came back from limbo and that 
Ipromise to be a blessing to strangers just as some strangers 


‘Were a blessing to you. 


We fought the good fight, huh? You ran the good race. 1 
still have to run the race set before me. You have just finished 
yours. Wait for me at the sidelines. Mine may take a few 


more decades to finish. 


‘Someday we will laugh. No more goodbyes. No more tears. 


‘Someday. But not for now. I still have something to do here. 


Louise Lane Gutierrez, 24, is a medical intern at the University 


of Santo Tomas Hospital. 
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Justice delayed by holidays aay, Hlipinos in Afghanistan 


on release of UN workers 

FOLLOWING a practice ofherad- this was unilaterally chosen by the and not act only at the eleventh x 
rminimration to promote domestic court, that is, without prior consul- hou. This would immeasurably Hie a ey in gaye bank ea te 
tourism, President Macapagal-Ar- tation with the calendar of law- guide courts in scheduling hear- Gee a TA 
royo recently declared alegalholi- yers—would be subject to the ings. That way, we could spare the ~ p “agar penne a Ho baes ad nine fc 
day, Nov. 30, 2004 as a working availability ofthe lawyers and thetr. litigants and other affected paries En rile's ‘sin tax” arrago ar ae craps seat TES dit tees at 
day while making Nov. 29, 2004a clients. LE a ma He = from unnecessary suffering and agih Nayan ei sa magka igen elp at paan 
non-working day. commit ie date for another inconvenience. H j bibi mu pad 

Naina dizens, thesubst case, a futher postponement Beersel suggetthatanad- 1S SUPETIOT eo AURA 
tution may be insignificant—after would be inevitable. . ministrative policy be adopted AGREE with what Solita Monsod = rorism and atk perio ke eon piradi cleomec! 
all, the business on the working Other equally undesirable situ- making public holidays falling in said in her column titled, "A supe- the rehabilitation and develop. aang Te a O Pa 
day can easily be addressed on the ations might have also resulted the middle of the week working rior sin tax bill.” (PDI, 11/20/04) ment in Afghanistan. For Kaelin whee lie doce! 
holiday-turned-working-day. ‘To from the “holiday substitution”— days; but the Monday immediate- The Senate can redeem itself "We wish to thank both the tiene ore Paan E 
practicing lawyers and their say, a witness coming all the way ly preceding or the Friday imme- should it approve the sin tax bill philippine and Afghanistan gov- We continue to aba viet 
Clients, however, it means justice from abroad to testify on that day. diately following should be con- proposed by Sen. Juan Ponce En- érnments and the United Nations to institutionalize its presence in 
irretrievably delayed. Just think of the airline tickets re- verted into non-working days. al. ile. The bili would definitely ben- for their effective handling of the Afghanistan, through an honorary 

It may have gone generally un- stricted to a short period of validi- so propose that, in the absence of efit Philippine society. As pointed situation, We salute the team of consular office or something bet- 
noticed, but it is common practice ty and subjected to stiff re-book- such policy, the Supreme Courtor- out, the bill mandates a uniform Undersecretary Jose Brillantes of ter than that, And we urge the De: 
among the courts of law, including ing fees. Worse, he might have ap- dain that cases set on a day de- specific tax rate for all cigarettes. the Department of Foreign Affairs partment of Trade and Industry td" 
quasi-judicial bodies, to space the plied for a vacation leave timed clared as a non-working day be This would surely prevent for its hard and efficient work; organize an economic exploratory” 
hearings of cases by months. For with the hearing, and this isnot to automatically reset to the “substi- cigarette companies from evading 2 


i ~ 3, st importantly, for taking time mission to determine the viabili 
example, a case scheduled in mention collateral matters like tuted” holiday. These are little re- taxes. AG NT AA I NCTE 


ipinos here, especially the ru- Afghanistan. 
mored ban on the travel of Fil- May the scars of this experience 
ipinos to Afghanistan. make us closer and stronger in 
We also commend the people of meeting the many challenges that 
Afghanistan for being with us in face our nation in pursuit of peace 
this moment of trial and for raising and national development. Our’ 
the morale and hope of Angelito community will remain a silent 
and company while they were in but very active supporter of any 
à captivity. We also commend theFil- effort along this line, whether it is 
, pA Serer inflation rate every two years. Al- nino nation, here and all over the pushed by the Philippine govern 
Reforestation a political cliché so, the Enrile bill, ifapproved, can World, which prayed and moni- mentor by another member of the 


help the local tobacco industry be- tored the developments of this community of nations. 
ONCE logging destroys our forest commanders, forest rangers of of loggers. But it takes over 100 cause imported cigarettes willbe case, The media, most especially 7 ERMIE VALDEAVILLA, 


covers, root systems give way and the Department of Environment years to just approximate the lush imposed a higher tax rate. Reuters and ABS-CBN, including comlnate 
loosen the top soil, allowing rain and Natural Resources and the growth of our original tropical But what I like most about the GMA 7, played an important role TheFilipinosin Afghanistan, 
water to easily cascade to lower logging concessionaires are all forests. proposed bilis that 5 percentofthe in ways that we cannot elaborate, pojeo aips 
grounds where humans live. Log- equally responsible for wanton Why can't our President—with additional tax revenue of P18 bil- 3 
Zing is the root cause of flash and illegal logging in our coun- the vast powers she holds—and lion it is expected to generate in 
foods. try and, ultimately, for the death our congressional leaders focuson 2005 will bedividedequallyamong | iF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treat- 
But logging cannot exist with- and destruction caused by flash the root cause of flash floods and the Lung Center Heart Center and | ment of news and photos by the Inquirer you may write to the Readers' 
out the knowledge and consent floods. the long-term benefits of environ- National Kidney Institute. Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague 
of our political leaders. We even Our tropical forests, our God- mental stewardship? ‘The bill promises many benefits | and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, | 
elect bigtime loggers to given natural wealth, can give us --FRUCTUOSO SUZARA, for our country, butle’s not forget | 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
Congress like the Antoninos, Al- long-term economic benefits executive director, that if passed into law, its success- | Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
mendrases and Dees. Either by (eg, eco-tourism) instead of Social Policy Advocacy ful implementation is still up to | plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for ver- 
commission or omission, politi- short-term logging, a one-shot & Research Consultants, government efficiency. ification purposes, The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
cians (including mayors and deal that only benefits a few. Re- 15Charleyville,  —CLARISAFRANCESCAARDA, | information is supplied. 
governors), provincial police forestation is a convenient cliché White Plains, Quezon City clarisa_arda@yahoo.com 


November 2004 would be set for hotel bookings that carry pro- medial measures that will go a All cigarettes have the same ef- 
next hearing in February or March hibitive cancellation charges. And long way in reassuring litigants fect on people's health. Therefore, 
2005 or even much later. Asa con- it is not remote that his relatives and lawyers of a judicial system smoking, regardless of the brand 
sequence of the declaration of Nov. have cancelled their other activi- ever mindful of the truism that of cigarette in use, should be dis- 
29, 2004 as a non-working day, the ties to make time for him. Justice delayed isjustice denied. couraged in equal degrees. So 
cases scheduled for hearing that To be sure, presidential prerog- why should there be different tax 
day had to be postponed to Febru- atives can never be outlawed. But ky rates? Another favorable feature 
ary or March 2005 or thereafter. the executive department can al- of the bill is that the tax rate 
The new schedule—considering wayslookahead—fer, far ahead— Parafiaque ity would automatically adjust to the 
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a Tanong ng Bayan SALOT SA ILLEGAL LOGGING, 
BAKIT HINDI MASUGPO? 


Ating kabalitaah Cheri Mercado na 
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Question of the Week 


Do you think commercial logging should ati Bik 
be totally banned? Why or why not? a Hg es 
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Traders 


ÇALAMBA CITY— 
Á former ranking 
official of the 
Philippine Nation- 
al Police in Que- 
zon yesterday said 
a businessman 
and a real estate 
developer are be- 
hind the extensive 
illegal logging op- 
erations in Gener- 
al Nakar town. 

The police official, 
who talked on condi- 
tion of anonymity, 
said the real estate 
developer, who is also 
a-lawyer and a scion 
of a wealthy family 
from Nueva Ecija, has 
been financing sever- 
al logging activities in 
the northem part of 
Quezon for more 
than 10 years. 

The source told the 
Inigum that the busi- 
nessman claimed 
ownership over some 


Text us your feedback: inquirer atn namalatyimessagato 2207 (Globo) or 283 (SmarjAssistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


tagged 


x 


(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 


‘THE INITIALS of a logger or a logging firm are very visible ona tree 
trunk swept into the lowlands by denudation and typhoons. 


“Apparently he was new to the log- 
ging trade so he tried to bring in peo- 
ple who were experienced in log- 
ging,” the official claimed. 

He said the logs from Umiray town 
‘were commonly hauled by carabeos 
along the riverbanks and into the 
seafront where barges await the haulers. 

The logs are then submerged in the 
water by placing rocks and other ob- 
jects on top of it. 

He said some of the lawyer's men 
stayed at the sawmills to receive or- 
ders from their clients. 


“Successful? campaign 
Aside from Roxas, 


inthe area. Their cooperation proved 
to be very vital in our campaign be- 
cause they were the ones who 
scoured the vicinity,” he said. 

He said from time to time, he and 
Enverga would inspect the mountain 
range using the helicopters of the 
Philippine Air Force. 


Big problem 

It was during these tips that he gotin- 
formation that there are more than 100 
logging areas in General Nakar alone. 

“This problem is bigger than we ev- 
erimagined," he said. 

Asked what happened to their 


Emak: ingeobu@inquercom.ph Email divaoGinqurorcomah 


in logging in Quezon 


“successful” campaign, he replied: 
“You know it’s hard to keep all the res- 
‘dents from engaging in the logging 
trade. The government does not have 
alternative livelihood for them.” 

He said “since time immemorial” 
logging has been an easy source of 
money for residents in the uplands, 

He then blamed erring environ- 
ment officials, corruption and inept’ 
forest rangers for the continued. 
degradationof the forest. 

“We have rated very poor in... the 
implementation of special laws. But 
‘we cannot put accusing fingers just 
on forestrangers alone,” he said, 


he said several Chi- 
nese _ businessmen 
were also involved in 
logging concessions 
in Quezon. 

He said to curb the 
illegal logging activi- 
ties, he talked with 
the governor of the 
tribal communities in 
upland Quezon and 
urged them tohelp in 
the governments 
campaign against 
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30,000 hectares of forest lands in Gen- 
eral Nakar including the vast lands of 
Barangay Umiray, which was one of 
the hardest hit areas in Quezon. 

“The source, who is now the chief of 
a key PNP unit in Southern Tagalog, 
said leaders of the Dumagats and oth- 
er tribesmen in the upland communi- 
ties were the ones who provided him 
with information regarding the un- 
abated cutting down of mature trees 


“The Dumagats said (the lawyer) 
bought the rights to own the land 
(many of which were part of their an- 
cestral domain). They said (the lawyer) 
was the biggest financier of logging in 
General Nakar, the source said. 

He said the lawyer-turned-devel- 
oper provided chainsaws to loggers 
and later financed logging. 

‘The lawyer even imported his men 
from the Visayas and from Central Lu- 
zon, the source added. 


logging. 

He said they worked closely with Que- 
zon Gow Wiliam Enverga and the mili- 
tary units in the area to gather informa- 
tion about the financiers. 

‘The source said logging operations 
in Quezon stopped after they raided at 
least eight saw mills in General Nakar. 

He said their operations were suc- 
cessful because the Dumagat leaders 
ensured that “nobody from their 
group will engage in logging.” 

“They served as our ears and eyes 
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Blast kills man 


MIDSAYAP, Cotabato—A man was killed while his 
pregnant wife was seriously wounded when a 
hand grenade went off inside their house here. Po- 
Tice said Allan Fermi, 40, had his hands severed 
alter he allegedly pulled off the safety pin of a trag- 
‘mentation grenade at 2:20 p.m. Wednesday. Se- 
nor insp. Jovit Culaway, Midsayap police chief, 
sald Fermil's wife, Analita, lost one of her eyes due 
to shrapnel injuries and had to undergo an opera- 
tion to save her baby. Police initial reports showed 
‘that a heated argument preceded the explosion. It 
was not known how Fermil managed to possess a. 
grenade, The family refused to issue a statement. 
a: Edwin Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Jewelry shop heist 
BUTUAN CITY—About P5 million worth of Jewelry 
was lot afar three suspected members of the no- 
torious Acetylene Gang robbed the Parias pawn- 
shop and jewelry store here on Saturday night. 
City police chìef Senior Supt. Efren Anggo said the 
suspects used a portable acetylene gadget to tear 
down the store's ext door and the vault, where the 
pieces of jewelry were kept. Anggo said the rela- 
tivaly lax security of the store paved the way for the 
heist, the largest so far in recent years here. 
Franklin Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Student gunman yields 
ÖAVAO CITY—The son of former councilor Senfo- 
hno Alterado surrendered after he was tagged as 
‘one who shot dead a student at the family- 
med Mindanao Aeronautical Technical School 
1ATS). Edwin Alterado, president of the Agricul- 
ye Foundation Schoo, an affilate of MATS in 
vao dei Norte, on Tuesday surrendered to the 
fa. Ana police station accompanied by his father 
Sanforiano, His elder brother Eduardo said Edwin 
surrendered "to show that we are not evading any 
Tesponsibly if hare is one." During the weekend, 
police hunted down Edwin after he was tagged as 
the one wha shot and kiled MATS student Zaido 
Slaton Nov. 28, Witnesses pointed at Edwin as re- 
‘sponsible for the killing. Reports said at 2 a.m., 
Silat came out of the school with his friends when 
Edwin allegedly shot him after accusing him of 
robbing the school. This, however, was denied by 
Eduardo saying that his brother was innocent. 
Anthony Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Money changer robbed 

DEBU CITY—Six robbers, one of whom a woman, 
fled with at east P200,000 cash from a money 
‘hanger shop at the Raintree Mall along F: Ramos 
‘Street here in a daring daylight helst. Police sald 
‘three armed robbers entered the Alco Credit and 
Foreign Exchange shortly after the mini mall opened 
å} 9:20 a.m., pretended they were customers before 
declaring a hold-up. The robbers, three of whom 
stationed themselves Just outside of the shop to 
‘serve as lookouts, first confiscated the guns of the 
{ro security quar botore fleeing In a motorcycle 
vith cash and two cellular phones of the employ- 
ĝès.  Jhunnax Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bursau 


School reunion, Xmas party 
THE ALUMNI of Negros Occidental High School 
Class '55 all over the country will hold a reunion 
and Christmas party and organizational check-up 
meeting on Dec. 11 at 8 p.m. at the Colegio de 
San Agustin, Bacolod City. The activity Is a pre- 
‘jude to the class’ 50th reunlon on April 21-23, 
2005. For details, call Roger Soledad at 
09175291805; Ed Barrios at 826-8332; Gen. Ray- 
"mundo T. Jarque at 810-9150, (Manila) and Naty 
'Gatuz 09194418225 (Bacolod City). 


Pols repacking 
relief goods 
to woo voters 


LUCENA CITY—Soldiers braving 

weather and dangerous mountainous terrain 
just to bring much awaited help to calamity 
Victims in far-flung areas have assailed the 
opportunism of some local politicians in 
northern Quezon in the distribution of relief 
goods. 

“We hike mountains and cross rivers just to 
be able to reach the calamity victims in remote 
areas but here comes some local politicians or- 
dering us to just tum over the goods to them 
and they will be the one to distribute the goods 
by themselves,” a junior Army officer, who re- 
‘quested anonymity, told the INQUIRER. 

‘The official said that at first, they acceded 
to the request ofthe politicians. 

“But when we saw it with our own eyes that 
they were repacking the goods and placing 
them in a plastic bag labeled with the politi- 
cians name, its nauseating political oppor- 
tunism,” the soldier said. 

‘The soldier declined to identify the politi- 
cians saying it would only create animosity 
that would only hamper the delivery of relief 
goods. 

“But we no longer give them the relief 
goods, We distribute it by ourselves. Some- 
times we make coordination with 2 trusted 
non-government organization in the area to 
help us in the distributions,” the military offi- 
cial said. 

Elections for mayor, governor and other lo- 
cal officials are held every three years and 
once a candidate is elected, his time is spent 
mostly on campaigning for another term and 
rarely for public service. 

The distribution of relief. goods among 
calamity victims has also become a problem 
among local officials 

Infanta Mayor Grace America admitted 
that the distribution was really unruly during 
the initial days of the distribution of goods. 

‘She said they resorted to the distribution of 
relief coupons to the barangay officals. 

“They know the conditions of their con- 
stituents, who really need the goods,” she sai 

In Real town, Nora Solliestre, the munici- 
pal welfare and development officer, said 
they were also at the receiving end of numer- 
ous complaints about the unfair distribution 
of relief goods. 

“Those complaining just want to have 
more. The relief goods are for all. No one 
should have more than the others,” she said. 

Solliestre said they also resorted to the allo- 
cation of food coupons to the barangay offi- 
cials. 

Meanwhile, coordinators of "Served The 
People Corps-Sagip Mamamayan” and “Bal- 
sa-Bayanihan Laban sa Sakuna,” a disaster re- 
sponse program by militant Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan, assailed the military 
for harassing the members of the group. 

‘The group said some members of the group 
were prevented by the military from bringing 
relief goods to areas being claimed by com- 
munist guerrillas. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI 
Southern Luson Bureau 
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JENERAL SANTOS CITY—One 
of two vital witnesses in the June 
17 murder of radioman Ely Bi- 
Hoya has been missing for more 
than a month now, his family 
said. 

Gina Rosaldez, wife of witness 
Allan Rosaldez, told reporters 
that she was worried that the dis- 
appearance of her husband has 

| something to do with the Binoya 

} murder case. 

Gina said her husband's rela- 
tives were also anxious about his 
fate. 

Members of the Rosaldez 

« family had already sent a letter 

ito the Department of Justice 

$ (DOJ) expressing concern over 
the disappearance of their rela- 
tive. 

Gina said on Oct. 28, Allan 
went to General Santos to visit his 
sister Annabelle but he failed to 
come home since. 

Allan has issued an affidavit, 
claiming that prior to the killing 
- of Binoya, he saw the suspected 

gunman disembarking from a 

{Ear believed to be owned by 

“Ephraim Englis, the alleged mas- 

#termind in the killing of the 
broadcaster 

He said the suspect boarded a 
motorcycle driven by Alfonso Tu- 

quero near their house in Nag- 
pan Village in Malungon, Sa- 
Tangani. 

_Englis and his driver Tu- 
Guero surrendered on Aug. 
23. 

Gina said several instances 
prior to her husband’s disap- 
pearance, some men have 
been asking her where Allan 

Twas. 

She said the men only stopped 
toming to their house when Allan 
lisappeared, 

«AS this developed, the wife of 
the slain broadcaster said thatthe 
‘other wimess in her husband's 
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murder has also been receiving 
threats. z; 

Grace Binoya said unidentified 
persons were seen frequenting 
Berto San's house in Upper Labay 
Village here. 

Grace said it appears that the 
witnesses were being intimidated 
or that there have been efforts to 

lence them so that the case 
against the suspects would not 
prosper. 

Binoya, who also managed 
Radyo Natin in Malungon town, 
was known for his scathing re- 
marks against some politicians in 
the province. 

Once, he was beaten by sus- 
pected supporters of a politi 
cian. 

He filed complaints against 
his attackers and was on his 
way home when gunned down 
by two motorcycle-riding 
men. 

Meanwhile, the International 
Federation of Journalists (IFJ) 
has urged Police Director Gener- 
al Edgardo Aglipay to take ac- 
tion on the alleged threats re- 
ceived by two broadcasters in 
Aklan from a local business- 
man. 

In a letter dated Dec. 6, IFJ 
president Christopher Warren 
said their organization is alarmed 
by the threat allegedly made by 
Antonio Maming, a cockpit oper- 
ator here, to Elenor Defensor and 
Augusto Tolentino, reporter and 
station manager of radio station 
dyRG. 

“We urge your office to take se- 
riously this threat and take action 
in light of the murders of 13 jour- 
nalists in the Philippines in 
2004,” said Warren. The IF) has 
around 500,000 members. 

Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau and Nestor Burgos Jr. 
and Recto Vidal, PDI Visayas Bu- 
reau 
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Separate road accidents kill 


TARLAC CITY—In less than a 
week, six people were killed 
while more than 10 others 
were hurt in three separate ve- 
hicular accidents here and in 


A child waits as his parents fall in line for relief goods ata distribation center in Gabaldon; Nueva Ecija. Although the death toll from two 
typhoons in the province was not as heavy, residents of the province suffered severely from floods and lands! 


and in Moncada town. 

In Moncada, three people died 
along the Barangay Mabini 
stretch of the national road when 
a Dagupan Bus, driven by Grego- 


Moncada town, police reports rio Umipig, hit an Isuzu Canter 
showed. van. 


On Sunday, a Five Star passen- 
ger bus bumped a tricycle along 
the Barangay Aguso portion of 
MacArthur Highway here, killing 
the tricycles drive 


‘The van lost control and was 
wrecked after it hit a sore, a co 

crete fence and a tree. The van's 
driver, Cirilo Ricio Jr, 39, of Que- 
zon City, and passengers Jeffrey 


Landingin. Vitto, 21, of Valenzuela City, and 


‘On Monday, five people were 
killed in two road accidents here 


Ricardo Puno, 20, of Pasig City, 
were killed. 


In the Barangay San Sebastian 
section of the MacArthur High- 
yay in this cy o men were 
Killed in an accident involving 
four vehicles. 

Police said a northbound 
Isuzu van was trying to overtake 
vehicles ahead of it when it 
sideswiped a pedicab and lost 
control. The van then hit a 
Yamaha tricycle carrying eight 
people. Due to the impact, the 
tricycle was thrown several me- 
ters and hit an Isuzu Fuego pick- 
up. 


‘Media groups, NGOs plan protests on human rights day 


OILO CITY—Media organiza- 
tions and journalists will mark 
the observance of International 
Human Rights Day on Dec. 10 
with coordinated protest actions 
today: 

Around 100 media organiza- 
tions and individuals have 
signed a pooled statement con- 
demning the rash of killings of 


Filipino journalists. 

The statement said while 
journalists in other countries 
are jailed or are subject to 
harsh censorship and media 
laws, those in the Philippines 
are being murdered with im- 
punity. 

“The Philippine press will re- 
member 2004 as a year of in- 


famy. We -have lost 13 col- 
leagues in what could be work- 
related murders, the highest 
number in history” read the 
statement, which was drafted 
by the National Union of Jour- 
nalists of the Philippines (NU- 
P). 

In the statement, the journal- 
ists asked for the publics sup- 
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port in defending press free- 
dom. 

“This right (press freedom) 
is enshrined in the Constitu- 
tion, not because a special sec- 
tor demands special privilege, 
but because it helps ensure ad: 
herence to all other basic civil 
liberties.” 

The statement will also be read 
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in Filipino and in local dialects in 
radio stations after a nationwide 
two-minute-silence at 3 p.m. to- 
day. 

‘Television stations are also ex- 
pected to read the pooled state- 
ment, said NUJP national chair 
Inday Espina-Varona 

Aside from the pooled state- 
ment, the NUJP has asked jour- 
nalists to hang outside their of- 
fices streamers. protesting the 
killings 

Among those who have 
signed or signified their inten- 
tion to sign are the Center for 
Community Journalism Devel- 
opment, Philippine Center for 
Photo Journalism, Publishers 
Association of the Philippines 
(Bacolod), MindaNews, Sout 
east Asian Press Alliance, Bom- 
bo Radyo, Media Advocates for 
Reproductive Health and Em- 
powerment, Negros Council for 
Press Freedom, Congress of Ac- 
tive Media Practitioners and Ce- 
bu Federation of Beat Journal- 
ists. 

Also the Cagayan de Oro 
Press Club, Dumaguete Press 
Club, Iloilo Press Club Inc., Ak- 
lan Press Club, Correspondents, 
Broadcasters and Reporters As- 
sociation (COBRA-ANS), Batan- 
gas Newswriters Association, 
Cordillera Press Photographer, 
and Cordillera Video and the 
Cordillera Videographers Press 
Corps, Kapisanan ng mga Brod- 
kaster sa Pilipinas (KPB)—Ak- 
lan Chapter, League of Antique 
Media Practitioners, College Ed- 
itors Guild of the Philippines, 
Negros Defense Press Corps, 
PRO4 Press Corps, and DOTC 
Press Corps. 

At least 207 non-government 
organizations (NGOs), people's 
organizations and Chureh-based 
groups will take part in the “Cara- 
van for Peace” to celebrate Inter- 
national Human Rights Day in Bi- 
col 

Rev. Fr. Jovie Lobrigo, chair 
of the Social Action Center 
here, said the caravan was sup- 
posed to start in Camarines 
Norte and proceed t0 Sorso- 
gon, but because the Ca 
marines provinces were hard- 
hit by Typhoon “Yoyong,” the 
caravan would start in Legazpi 
City instead, Nestor Burgos 
Jr, PDI Visayas Bureau and 
Job Belen, PDI Southern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


6in 2 Tarlac towns 


Police said Bonifacio Ayuyao, 
60, and Richard Antalan, 24, 
both passengers of the Yamaha 
tricycle and residents of Baran- 
gay Parsolingan here, died 
stantly, 

Baltazar Bacsa, the tricycle 
driver, and five others were hurt 
and taken to the Tarlac Provincial 
Hospital 

The pedicab's driver and 
passenger were also taken to 
thesame hospital. Russell 
Arador, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 


Solons urged 
to probe NIA 
anomalous dam 


By Chito A. Fuentes 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TAGBILARAN CITY—A militant 
peasant group is asking its party- 
list representatives to investigate 
the unfinished P120-million Tali- 
bon reservoir irrigation, 

The move of Hugpong sa mga 
Mag-uumang Bol-anon (Huma- 
bol) came amid suspicion that 
some politicians might be in- 
volved in the irrigation scam. 

The Humabol, an affiliate of 
the Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (KMP), said it would ask 
Anakpawis Representatives Cris- 
pin Beltran and Rafael Mariano 
toconduct an inquiry. 

Beltran is former chair of the 
Kilusang Mayo Uno while Mari- 
ano chairs the KMP 

“This is directed toward the possi- 
bility of a congressional inquiry in aid 
of legislation,” said Humabol chair 
William Boybanting in a statement. 

The National Irrigation Admin- 
istration and the Office of the 
‘Ombudsman in the Visayas are 
conducting separate inquiries on 
the unfinished dam based on a 
complaint filed by the Boholanos 
Against Corruption Oppression 
and Social Harassment (Bacos). 

The project has not progressed 
beyond a handful of structures 
despite the admission of provin- 
dal irrigation officer Calixto 
Seroje that more than P119 mil- 
lion has been spent on itso far, 

“How could NIA have accom- 
plished P18,095,081 for ‘dam 
embankment’ when the ongoing 
work is still on the foundation of 
the reservoir itself?” asked engi- 
neer Petronilo Sarigumba, a re: 
tired NIA project manager who 
signed the Bacos complaint. 

"ANIA fact-finding team has vis 
ited the province. The Ombuds- 
man-Visayas has requested the 
Commission on Audit (COA) to 
furnish it with a report of its audit. 

John Ruiz, Bayan Muna chair 
in Bohol, said the investigation 
“cannot progress ifthere are pow- 
erful people involved.” 

Ruiz wamed that if the investiga- 
tionended up ina whitewash, no one 
can prevent underground forces from 
implementing "revolutionary justice.” 

“Wasting precious funds is a 
monumental sin against the peo- 
ple," he added, 
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Missionaries restore 
dignity of disabled 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
Naga City 


sive stepfather, who tied him inside a poultry house for 


N LAVERY young age, Jessie was left to the care of an abu- 


several months after his mother died. 


Neighbors who learned about Jessie's 
{situation reported the matter to the po- 
lice, Subsequently, the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development took 
custody of the boy, but because it does 
not have accommodation facilities, it 
‘turned him over to the Missionaries of 
the Poor in Naga City. 

Jessie, who was then 4 years old, was 
suffering from epilepsy. He communicat- 
ed like a cock and ran with his arms 
spread like wings. 

“He used to go around in circles, chase 


‘palsy. 


| 


and smell things that he saw. When he 
laughed, he cackled like a cock. He also 
avoided eye contact with people by cov- 
ering his head with his arms,” said Bro. 
Rodel Tabanao, a volunteer. 

But Tabanao said they had rebuilt Jessie's 
life by making him overcome his psycholog- 
ical impairment. Now 10 years old, Jessie 
has discarded the ways of the cock and can 
now follow instructions, he said. 

‘The Missionaries of the Poor (MoP) eas- 
ily stands out in Naga as one of the very 
few entities that religiously uphold, almost 


“ACOMMUNITY volunteer worker feeds an adult suffering from cerebral 
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‘AFAR cry from their decrepit situation in the streets, this mixed group of disabled 


persons enjoys a meal. 


in a saintly deed of charity, the rights and 
dignity of rejected disabled individuals. 

Te began its mission in the Philippines 
and in Naga in 1993, among the slum 
dwellers. That year alone, it took care of 
110 mentally retarded persons. 

‘The MoP finds fulfillment in caring for 
the physically and mentally disabled, 
who have been abandoned by their fami- 
lies. Its mission is to bring dignity to the 
homeless disabled and destiture. 

On Oct. 17, 1997, the Vatican formally 
recognized the MoP as a religious ins 
tute. Its founder, a Jesuit priest named Fr. 
Richard Ryan Ho Lung, opted to live with 
the poorest of the poor in the ghettos of 
Jamaica instead of a promising career in 
theacademe. 

“He made the difficult decision of 
leaving the Society of Jesus, which he 
loved, and founded a religious commu- 
nity of men who dedicated their lives in 
the sole service of the rejected and the 
destitute,” said a literature on the sou- 
venir program celebrating the 10 years 
of service of the MoP in Naga. 

Born toa poor couple from Hong Kong 
‘on Sept. 17, 1939, Lung personally expe- 
rienced poverty in Richmond, St. Mary, 
Jamaica. He would openly share to fel- 
low missionaries how several times he, 
his parents and three other siblings 
shared a cup of rice fora meal. 

His parents could only afford one pair 
of pants for him, which became tattered 
over time, “exposing his rear end to the 
elements and his ego to a battering.” 

Lung is described by his fellow mis- 
sionaries as “somebody who had experi- 
enced poverty but rejected a life of ease 
amid the opportunities that came in his 
prime.” 


Vow of poverty 

Fr. Charles Ma. Susai, head of the mis- 
sion in Naga, revealed that all the priests 
and lay missionaries of the MoP practice 
the vow of poverty and a regimented life 
in favor of spirituality. 

"All the priests and brothers own only 
three habits, two pants, two shirts, four 
pairs of underwear and a pair of sandals 
each. We sleep in dormitories with small 
lockers, eat the same simple food, wash our 
clothes, clean our rooms, do manual labor 
and devote ourselves to prayer and medita- 
tion nine hours every day, Susai said. 

Ora et labora, or prayer and labo: 
their routine from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. dail 
hesaid. 

They have no siesta, do not smoke, 
drink or gamble, or watch television. 
They are also not allowed to have per- 
sonal bank accounts. 

The missionary-priests provide, for 
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AMISSIONARY-BROTHER bathes two disabled elderly at the shower room of the 


Apostolate Center in Naga City. 


AK Ate Ss 


FR. CHARLES Ma. Susai dotes likea. 
father a kid suffering from cerebral 
palsy in his arms. 


free, marriage ceremonies, baptisms and 
blessings of the dead within the village 
where their center is located. In some in- 
stances, they pay for the church fees of 
unmarried poor couples to fulfill the 
sacrament or make coffins or bury the 
dead of poor families. 

During Mass, which they celebrate at 10 
am. on Sundays, the offertory ritual of 
passing around the offering box is absent. 
They do not ask for money during the 
Mass, which some mentally disabled resi- 
dents attend together with the villagers. 


Apostolate Center 
The priests and brothers of the MoP 
have sheltered and cared for some 500 


physically and mentally disabled persons 
over a period of more than 10 years at 
the Apostolate Center, a facility for the 
homeless and the mentally, physically 
and terminally ill people in the com- 
pound of the Heart of Mercy, the mission 
center, in Cararayan, Naga. 

They have cared for the terminally ill 
and permanently impaired individuals 
until their death, or helped them reinte- 
grate into their homes of origin if ever 
their families had been located. 

At present, the center serves 120 
adults and children who are fed, bathed, 
clothed, groomed and given medication 
and therapeutic services by caregivers 
who are volunteers from the community 
and the missionaries. 

“We ensure that they [residents of 
Apostolate Center) live in an atmosphere 
congenial to well being that allows them 
to live in dignity and respect for each 


“other,” Susai said. 


‘The MoP takes in those who belong to 
the poorest of the poor, who are no 
longer able to support themselves and 
without families to take care of or had 
been abandoned by them. 

They have children, women, men and 
elderly individuals with manageable 
mental cases, congenital defects and psy- 
chological impairment. 

Indeed, in this present society, it is a 
gem to find people voluntarily caring for 
mentally and physically disabled per- 
sons, not their kin, without pay or expec- 
tation. The Missionaries of the Poor be- 
longs to this tribe. 


Eh 
By Marlon Ramos 


Maragondon, Cavite 
ESPITE monuments 
built to depict his 


| Di: and streets 


3| named after him, most Fil- 
ipinos continue to give Andres 
Bonifacio, “The Great Ple- 
+ beian,” the cold shoulder. 


Historian Ambeth Ocampo shared this 
sentiment during the Nov. 30 unveiling of 
a four-meter Bonifacio monument on the 
hillside of Mt. Nagpatong in Maragon- 
|. don, Cavite, said to be the “official” exe- 
f cution site of the great revolutionary and 
his younger brother, Procopio. 
|. The ceremony, led by Mayor Monte 
‘Andaman, was part of the nation’s 
commemoration of the hero's 141st 
birth anniversary 
Sculptor Toym Imao crafted the 
bronze monument, which also features 
a wounded Procopio lying on Bonifa- 
cio's left. Interestingly, Imao's father 
took his name after the acronym TOYM 
(Ten Outstanding Young Men), as he 
Ih was born the same time the elder Imao 
received a TOYM award. 
dy Two panels of murals adorn the 
, place, 
ej... Ocampo, chair of the National Histori- 
|,- cal Instirute (NHI, said the majority of 
history books used in schools today pre- 
|. sented several misconceptions about the 
F life and times of Bonifacio. These were 
|. among the reasons no Bonifacio Shrine 
~I had been declared yet. 
Mysteries surrounding the hero's 
|. death on May 10, 1897, have remained 


Bonifacio: The 


unexplained, Ocampo said. For one, he 
said, no one really knows exactly where 
the “Champion of the Working Class" 
was killed and buried. The country's his- 
torical archives do not have precise in- 
formation about the mattes, aside from 
the memoirs of Lazaro Makapagal. 

Makapagal was ordered by Gen, 
Emilio Aguinaldo to bring Bonifacio and 
Procopio to the execution grounds. 
Some history books used by high school 
students identified Mt. Buntis as the site 
where the two were shot by Aguinaldo's 
men, Ocampo said. 

“Even now, no one can really tell 
where his remains are, The bones 
found here {in the early 19905] are 
now gone after World War Il 1, for one, 
refuse to believe the authenticity of the 
remains,” Ocampo said. 

‘The reported discovery of Bonifacio's 
bones was used as a political tool when 
then presidential candidate Manuel L. 
Quezon ran against Aguinaldo in the 
Commonwealth elections, he said. 

Ocampo lamented that the cente- 
nary of Bonifacio’s death in 1997 was 
treated with less fanfare than that of 
another national hero, Dr. Jose B Rizal, 
in 1996 and the Independence Day 
centennial. 

‘As if to add salt to injury, this year’s 
commemoration of Bonifacio Day was 
eclipsed by news about Typhoon "Win- 
nie.” 


Long overdue 

Imao said the Bonifacio Monument in 
Nagpatong, the tallest and largest so far, 
was put up to dispel myths about the "Fa- 
ther ofthe Philippine Revolution.” 

He said he wanted to portray Bonifa- 


neglected 


Qe 
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cioas"a genius war tactician and an in- 
tellectual organizer” 

“The image depicts Bonifacio not as 
the usual hot-headed, bolo-wielding 
revolutionary that many Filipinos 
think of him. I wanted to picture him as 
a bright and brave hero who knew how 
to use his brains and gun," he said. 

For Georgina Reyes-Encanto, profes- 
sor and former dean of the University 
of the Philippines College of Mass 
‘Communications, the monument was 
“long overdue. 

Until the project started a year ago, 
the site had remained unnoticed. Graf- 
fiti scrawled all over the concrete 
marker were glaring indications of 
how the site was ignored, 

“For years, Bonifacio's deeds have 
been neglected. This project is definite- 
ly long delayed,” Encanto said, 

She compared the rather deplorable 
state of national historical landmarks, 
such as her uncle's house where 


hero 


Aguinaldo's Katipunan faction tried 
Bonifacio for sedition in Maragondon, 
to how other countries preserve theirs 
as national treasures. 

Encanto said she almost bought 
the house in the early 1990s after 
learning that its occupants nearly 
sold it to give way to a commercial es- 
tablishment. 

io what we did was to help the 
family in their daily expenses just to 
avoid the sale of the trial house. It was 
really very saddening,” she said. 

She added: "In other countries, the 
government would spend millions just 
to save their historical landmarks.” 

Encanto said she was doing research 
for a book on Maragondon's history, 
which, she hoped, would give the 
youth a better grasp of the town's im- 
portance as “seat of revolution in 
Cavite.” 


Politics 

Jeffrey Lubang, former curator of 
the trial house, blamed politics for the 
government's alleged negligence in 
preserving Bonifacio's records, espe- 
cially his ties with Cavitefios. 

Some provincial officials and local 
officers of the Cavite Historical Society 
(CHS) still give weight to the politics 
behind Bonifacio's death and the 
stature of Aguinaldo, an Imus native, 
Lubang said. 

"ls time to put all the politics be- 
hind and instead work for the protec- 
tion of Bonifacio's memoirs,” Lubang 
said. 

Curiously, none of the invited Cavite 
officials and CHS officers atrended the 
ceremony. 


PU” 


AFOUR-METER bronze monument of 
national hero Andres Bonifacio and his 
‘wounded brother Procoplo, crafted by 
sculptor Toym Imao, is unvelled In Mount 
Nagpatong in Maragondon, Cavite, 
PHOTOS HARLONAAMOS 
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On top of P5-M calamity assistance 


Sweepstakes earnings 
boost PCSO assistance to 
typhoon victims 


by Dmitri Arce 


XT TIME you think twice about buy- 
N g a sweepstakes ticket this December, 
consider this: for every P10 you spend to 
purchase one ticket, about P1.60 will go to the ry- 
phon victims of Quezon and Aurora provinces. 

The donated amount may seem a pittance at 
first glance. Until one learns that 40,000 sweep- 
stakes booklets were printed and put on sale for 
the December sweepstakes daily draw (SDD). 

With each booklet having 50 tickets, the 
maximum amount that the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) can allocate - for 
food and medicine of hundreds of thousands 
of typhoon-ravaged families in remote Quezon 
province, is P3.2 million. That is, if every ticket 
is sold in the December draw. 

Last week, the PCSO allotted 25 percerit of 
net earnings generated from the total sales of its 
new sweepstakes game to victims of the series of 
typhoons that ravaged the provinces of Quezon 
and Aurora, 

The financial assistance from sweepstakes 
sales, according to PCSO General Manager Rosario 
C. Uriarte, is on top of the P5-million Calamity 
Fund that the agency earmarked as assistance to 
the calamity victims. 


e cost of 


“The PCSO family joins the nation in condol- 
ing with the families of those who died and those 
rendered homeless in the wake of the typhoon 
onslaught. We hope to contribute in our own 
small way to ease the pain of their sufferings.” 
Urigrte explained. 

Uriarte added the PCSO Board of Directors ap- 
proved the allocation of 25 percent of the Charity 
Fund derived from the sales of the Sweepstakes 
Daily Draw (SDD) for the months of November 
and December this year. 

"This (amount) maybe viewed as a small 
amount to compensate for the loss of lives and 
property, but we hope this would augment 
whatever resources are available for the victims,” 
Uriarte pointed out. 

The Sweepstakes Daily Draw is the latest game 
introduced by PCSO, wherein an individual can 
bet even just once in a month but whose ticket is 
eligible to win for 31 days in the daily draws. 

"The new sweepstakes held its inaugural draw 
yesterday, Dec. 1. Selling of tickets began as early 
as November 3 this year. 

“The Sweepstakes Daily Draw is a project of 
the PCSO that is primarily geared to boost the 
agency's capacity 10 render charity service to those 
who need it. In times of great disaster like this, we 
are even in a better position to provide immediate 
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assistance because of the renewed public support 
for revenue projects like the sweepstakes daily 
draw,” Uriarte explained. 

Carlos Castillo, OIC-Manager of the PCSO 
Sales Department, reported gross sales of 
P9,704,463.60 from 27,047 booklets of sweep- 
stakes tickets sold from November 3 to November 
30 alone. 

Net receipts, however, reached only 
P9,510,374.33 after deduction of payments for 
documentary stamp tax and two percent (2%) 
printing cost. Fifty-five percent of net receipts 
‘would go to prizes, 15 % to operating fund and 
30% to charity fund. 

“We will get the financial assistance for the 
victims of typhoons Unding, Violeta and Winnie 
from this Charity Fund,” Uriane sai 

The PCSO has already extended financial 
assistance to around 9,000 victims of calamity 
and fire, even to rebel returnees, within the first 
10 months of the year. This financial assistance 
amounted to a total of P23 million, which is part 
of PCSO's Calamity Fund. 

From January to October this year, a total of 
around 8,700 victims of fire all over Metro Manila 
and the rest of the country were given financial 
assistance by PCSO. The amount of assistance is 
P2,000 per victim. 


Among the beneficiaries are hundreds of 
victims of fire that razed makeshift houses in the 
state-run shipyard in Baseco Compound in Port 
Area, Manila, in January this year. 

The recipients also include hundreds of fire 
victims in Barangay Potrero in Malabon City early 
this year. 

Financial assistance was also extended to flood 
victims in Ilocos Norte upon the request of Rep. 
imee Marcos. 

Aside from fire victims, financial assistance 
was given to around 225 rebel returnees; 155 of 
whom were from the provinces of Batangas and 
Laguna, and another 100 from the New People’s 
Army in North Cotabato, Davao del Sur and the 
‘Agusan provinces. 

Some 554 families displaced in seven baran- 
gays in che municipality of Aleosan, North Cota- 
bato were also given assistance charged against 
the Calamity Fund totaling P1.1 million. 

The financial grants to these victims of mis- 
fortunes, man-made or otherwise, are approved 
by the members of the PCSO Board of Directors 
through several resolutions. 

To apply for this request, a victim or a 
representative for a group of victims may go 

“to the PCSO office in E. Rodriguez Ave. in 
Quezon City. 


charity 


„Interview with Betsy Paruginog 
‘Assistant General Manager for Finance 


AS THE PRINCIPAL government agency mandated by law to raise and provide funds for health 


programs, medical assistance, services, and charities of national character, the 


Philippine 


Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) has become synonymous with “ready help” in times of 
disasters, natural or man-made. Last week, while the nation reeled from the effects of three 
devastating typhoons, PCSO Today’s writer-consultant Ferdinand G. Mendoza interviewed 
Betsy Paruginog, PCSO Assistant General Manager for Finance for a numbers check on the 
agency's financial capability to render charity. -EDITOR 


FERDINAND MENDOZA (FM): 
Can you give a picture on how much 
PCSO is spending for charity? 

BETSY PARUGINOG (BP): Our 
computed average disbursement on 
a day to day basis ranges from 34 to 
44 million pesos. This amount was 
computed on a 20-day formula. From 
January to November of this year, PCSO 
has given a total amount of P3.2 billion 
for charity. 


FM: How much do we spend for 
charity on a daily basis? 

BP: We have been providing finan- 
cial and medical assistance to about 
34,457 cases since January of this year. 
This amounts to 869,345,610.82 pesos 
or an average of 3,592,337.23 a day 
since the beginning of 2004, On the 
average, PCSO receives about 150 to 
200 requests for medical and financial 
assistance dally 


FM: Which illness or disease tops 
the charity list in terms of cost? 
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BP: The top ilinesses requiring char- 
ity assistance are cancer, heart ailment, 
renal or kidney failure, lung diseases, 
liver and Biliary Atresia, Hepatitis and 
Diabetes mellitus. 


FM: Just how much does PCSO 
spend on these illnesses? 

BP: Cancer requires continuous 
treatment. Aside from chemotherapy, 
the patient needs regular laboratory 
examinations, radiation therapy (lin- 
ear or cobalt), or brachytherapy for 
cervical cancer, which costs more 
than a hundred thousand pesos per 
patient. Brain tumor patients need 
Stereotactic or Gamma Knife and 
the latest treatment called Intesive 
Modified Radiation Therapy or IMRT. 
For these, the patient (or most likely, 
the PCSO) would need to spend 
100 thousand pesos. Likewise, for 
an Acute Myelogenous Luekemia 
patient. A bone marrow transplant 
will cost 1.5 million pesos. Bone 
Marrow transplant is only available at 
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Asian Hospital and St. Luke's Medi- 
cal Center. 

For Biliary Atresia patients, the 
total cost of one liver transplant is 3 
million pesos and transplantation is 
not available in the Philippines. The 
nearest country which offers liver 
transplant is Taiwan. Usually, PCSO 
manages to extend one million pesos 
per patient. Despite this, families of 
Biliary Atresia patients still need to 
raise 2 million pesos to cover 
treatment. 

Renal disease dialysis runs to about 
five to six thousand pesos a week for 
every patient. For those patients requir- 
ing kidney transplant, post-operative 
medicines are provided and cost PCSO 
between 20 to 30 thousand pesos. 
Kidney transplant costs 100 thousand 
pesos. So, you see, the number of 
people we reach may not be that im- 
pressive to some. But when you include 
the type of disease we address and the 
cost of corresponding treatments these 
illnesses require, you can understand 
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wihy PCSO spends more than P: 
a day to sustain its medical assistance 
operations. 


FM: How about Acquired Im- 
mune Deficiency Syndrome? Pres- 
ently, an HIV patient needs about 
25 to 30,000 pesos a month for 
maintenance drugs. 1s PCSO ready 
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for AIDS? 

Currently, PCSO has nothing ear- 
marked for AIDS. We have a standby 
fund of one billion pesos, but that's 
for SARS. And this doesn’t mean 1 
billion cash-on-hand. What standby 
fund means is that if there is an i 
struction from the President, we will 
prioritize it. 
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Saving Jeremai 


by Ferdinand G, Mendoza 


OR EIGHT HOURS, doctors at 

the Mayo Clinic in Ronee 

Minnesota had operated on the 
little girl. The ducts that carried bile 
from Feri liver to her intestine had been 
inflamed and obstructed since the day 
she was born. Her one chance to live 
depended on the success of a delicate 
liver transplant operation. 

Born in March 1999, Jeremaia Matubis was a. 
healthy, beautiful, pink-cheeked baby at birth. 

Recalls proud grandfather Jesus Matubis: "Iba 
pala ang feeling kapag apo mo ang ipinapanganak. 
Tuwang tuwa kaming mag-asawa. [Words cannot 
explain the happiness we felt at having our first 
grandchild].” 

A director for Corporate Affairs of Manila 
Water Company, Matubis added they had no idea 
the happiness and contentment they felt was go- 
ing to be fleeting. 

‘Within weeks, Jeremaia's clear skin had turned 
yellowish. The child's pediatrician dismissed the 
change as a result of breastfeeding. 

“Sabi ng doktor paarawan lang [Doctors said 
our granddaughter just needed a little sun]. But 
we got worried when after the fourth month, Jer- 
emaia's stomach started to bulge. Her yellowish 
skin also turned blackish,” said Matubis. 

The family rushed Jeremaia to the Philippine 
General Hospital. There, doctors diagnosed the 
child as suffering from Biliary Atresia, a serious 
infant disorder characterized by a blockage of the 
bile ducts. 

“We also discovered that Biliary Atresiahad no 
known cause and that it was incurable. The only 
remedy was a liver transplant,” said Matubis. 

Doctors, however, informed the Matubis family 
that no liver transplants were ever performed in 
the Philippines. The operation could be done in 
the United States at the cost of US$25,000 or a 
whopping eight million pesos. 

Not wasting time, Matubis wrote letters to 
hospitals all over the world, seeking assistance 
for Jeremaia's operation. 

“Wala kaming ganun kalaking pera [We do not 
have that kind of money], but Iwas very optimistic 
we could raise funds that could save the life of my 
granddaughter,” said Matubis. 

‘At first, Matubis recalled, there seemed to be 
no response to his letters, until then Vice-Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo instructed her then 
Chief of Staff Edgardo Manda to help the Matubis 
family locate any hospital that will accept Jeremaia 


free of charge. 

The long wait ended when Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota decided to operate on Jer- 
emaia, calling the undertaking as Mayo Clinic's 
“first humanitarian case for Asia.” 

But there was still one problem. “Prior to 
departure, Jeremaia had to remain confined in a 
hospital and we were running out of funds,” said 
Matubis, adding, 

"That was when! sought the help ofthe Philip- 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office.” 

The PCSO shouldered Jeremaia's hospital bills 
from February 2000 up to the time Jeremaia was 
flown to the United States and underwent a suc- 
cessful liver transplant at the Mayo Clinic. 


Grateful for all the help they received, Matu- 
bis formed ‘Life Thru Transplants-Biliary Atresia 
Babies Information, Education, and Service’ or 
LiftBabies Foundation. 

Health data show that about 200 babies are 
born suffering from Biliary Atresia every year. The 
bile disorder afflicts one out of every 15,000 live 
births in the Philippines. 

Matubis said LiftBabies help raise funds for 
infants with Biliary Atresia. 

He added the foundation is presently in con- 
tact with around 80 Biliary Atresia-distressed 


By Carlos Catillo, Sales Manager, PCSO 
BUYING AND SELLING OF 
TICKETS 


1. Tickets are ready to be sold one month 
before the start of the actual draw. Sales will 
continue while supply lasts, 

2. Tickets can be bought from private ticket 
agents, vendors or outlets, at the PCSO Central 
Office, E. Rodriguez Ave, Quezon City, and at 
PCSO District Offices nationwide. 

3. You can only buy tickets by the booklet 
at the PCSO. One booklet consists of 10 whole 
tickets, each having 5 single tickets. One book- 
let has 50 single tickets. 

$ 4, A booklet purchased directly from PCSO 
offices enjoys 28% discount, costing only P360 
per booklet. Retail price is P500 per booklet or 
P10 per single ticket. A ticket vendor or agent 
can thus earn P140.00 per booklet if he buys 
directly from PCSO and sells it to Individual 
buyers, É 

5, Ticket counters at PCSO offices open at 8 

“am, and close at 2 p.m. daily. Selling of tickets 
by agents and vendors outside PCSO can go on 
for 24 hours since tickets are eligible to play 
daily, even if they have already won. 


DRAW MECHANICS AND - 
i ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS 

6. The SWEEPSTAKES DRAW shall be held 
at the PCSO draw court everyday at 4 pam. It 
shall be witnessed by an independent judge and 
other PCSO officials and Commission on Audit 
(COA) representatives. 

7. The daily draws will be broadcast over NBN 
Channel 4 during the 9 p.m, LOTTO draws, 

8, The SWEEPSTAKES DRAW results shall 
be published together with the LOTTO DRAW 


[Sweepstakes Daily Draw Mechanics 
E 
| 


results the following morning in all leading 
newspapers and be broadcast in different radio 
stations. 


PRIZE MECHANICS: 

9. As with the old sweepstakes, each 
‘whole ticket has 5 single shares with identical 
numbers. Each single ticket, however, has an 
assigned letter, which is any of the following: 

.BGSOL. Thus a single ticket has a number 
and letter combination. 

10. The jackpot prize goes toa single ticket 
or share that bears the lucky number-letrer 
combination drawn. All the other tickets that 
share the same number but have the other let- 
ters shall be given the consolation prizes, 

11, The jackpot prize for the winning 

enumber-lettér “ombination Is P100,000. The 
consolation prize for the four remaining tickers 
‘with the same number as the jackpot prize but 
bearing different letters ts P25,000.00 each. 
If one person buys the whole winning ticket 
consisting of 5 single tickets with identical 
numbers, then he wins a total of P200,000.00 
for the day. 

12: Each ticket is eligible ro play daily for 
the entire month and win the Jackpot or con- 
solation prizes many times over. A multiple 
winner shall be issued a certificate in liew of 
the ticket to claim the prize anew. 

13, If the winning number for the day is 
still unsold by PCSO, then the unwon prizes 
for the day will be added to the prize for the 
last draw date of the month. 

14, On the last draw date, all the unwon priz- 
es plus the day's Jackpot and consolation prizes 
shall form the total prize pot. In case the drawn 
number is still unsold, another will be drawn 
until such time thar a drawn ticket is won, 


families. “Unfortunately, around 40 infants 
have died already because of the high cost of 
hospitalization and medicines required prior 
to transplant.” 

‘An infant with Biliary Atresia has to take 
high-powered antibiotics. A single dose of 
antibiotic can cost a family as much as P3,200. 
“When Jeremaia was hospitalized, doctors said 
she needed five doses. This happened after 
Jeremaia went under Kasai procedure 
Matubis. 

Named after famed Japanese surgeon 

Morio Kasai, the procedure - also called 

} a hepatoportoenterostomy -is considered 

by physicians as a temporary cure for 

Biliary Atresia. 

In the Kasai procedure, damaged ducts are 
removed and replaced with the infant's intes- 
tine, which acts as anew duct. But the process, 
according to Matubis, has a catch. 

“There is a 50-50 chance that the child 
will develop an infection, This happened to 
Jeremaia and we had to spend a lot for antibiot- 
ics,” recalled Matubis. 

Matubis said that about 40 percent of the 
distressed families that approached LiftBabies 
Foundation belonged to the lower income 
economic bracket. 

He added that the number of new-born 
children with Biliary Atresia is still growing. 

Matubis said, however, that LiftBabies help 
to provide a realistic, but hopeful perspective 
to families whose children suffer from the bile 
duct disorder. 

"We do our best to make couples realize and 
cope with the financial and emotional demands 
of the ailment.” 

Looking with pride at a picture of a now 
healthier Jeremaia, Matubis is quick to admit 
that he never gave up hope on his first grand- 
child. 

He continous to hope LiftBabies Foundation 
would see the day when children afflicted with 
Biliary Atresia would have no need to travel 
across the globe just to undergo an operation 
thar could save their lives. 

"One day,” he said, “liver transplants will be 
performed right here in the Philippines.” 


Who cut the 
trees in the 


forest 
(with apologies from the old 
children's nursery rhyme, “Who 
Killed Cock Robin”) 


HALF-EMPTY 
HALF-FULL 


“WHO KILLED thu ‘tees in the forest?” 

“L” said the lo, 2r, 

with my chainsaw and lager, I killed the trees 
in the forest." 

“Who saw the trees die?” 

“1,” said Lola Unday, 

“Between the whirring and kaingin, 1 saw the 
trees die,” 

ho named the logger?” 

“1,” said the reporter, 

“Because there was no other, I named the 
logger.” 

“Who'll cry in pain?” 

“L,” said the Rain, 

“Till the skies are drained, I'l cry in pain.” 

“Who'll rant and rave?” 

“1,” said the wind, 

“To both tyrant and slave, I'l rant and rave,” 

“Who'll set the fine?” 

“L,” said Time, 

“Once I draw the line, I'll set the fine.” 

“Who'll warn the people?” 

“1,” sald the steeple 

“With the bell in my temple, I'll warn the 
people.” 

"But who'll believe? Who'll believe? Who'll 
believe...” 

IT WAS TOO LATE. 


Rosario C. Uriarte is the general manager of the Philip- 
pine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO). 

Kindly e-mail all comment, suggestions tomahal_ 
kong_gm@yahoo.com 


‘Daddy knows best . 


inning the sas Bl through gentle persuasion 


by Ferdinand G. Mendoza 


IN THIS particular case, Daddy knows best. 

A father's gentle persuasion brought sudden 
good forcune to his eldest son, 
who bagged the jackpot prize 
in the first draw of the 
“Isang sweepstakes til 
Isang buwang araw-araw 
papremyo” promo of 
the Philippine Char- 
ity Sweepstakes Office 
(PCSO) last December 
1 

“1 was practically 
forced by my father 
to buy the new 
Sweepstakes Dally 
Draw (SDD) tick- 
etshe was selling,” 
gushed the lucky 
car sales representa- 
tive who purchased 
an entire booklet af- 
ter alittle cajoling. 

He added that his 
father, a just-retumed 
overseas worker, had 
decided to make a career of 


MO NA KASI! 


“ANAK, IBA TALAGA 
PAKIRAMDAM KO SA 
TIKET NA 'TO, BILHIN 


selling SDDs sourced from a relative who worked 
at the PCSO. 
“Little did I know that my desire to encourage 
him in his new venture would net me P200,000,” 
he said, adding that the tickets en- 
joyed brisk sales in their neigh- 
borhood. 
“My father started with 
one booklet sold. In 
no time, he had sold 
five booklets and 
neighbors were still 
coming to the house 
to purchase tickets,” 
he said. 

Asked on what 
he'd do with his win- 
nings, the 29-year-old 
father of four said he 
and his wife - who 
worked as a group 
manager ata fast-food 
joint - might ven- 
ture into selling mop 
heads 

But then again, 

maybe he'd ask what 
his father thought was 
best. 


‘SIGE NA PO, 
KUKUNIN KO NA, 
MATIGIL LANG 


December 6, 2004 


HON. ROSARIO C. URIARTE 
General Manager 

Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office 
THRU: DR. JOSE GOCHOCO 

Team Leader 

Medical and Dental Team 


Dear Madam Uriarte: 


Relative to our medical and dental mission con- 
ducted last November 24, 2004 in our Municipal- 
ity, as partial fulfillment In our basic program on 
basic health and medical services as incorporated 


and highlighted under the five-year Sasmuan In- 
tegrated Development Program (SIDP), we would 
like to express our deepest thanks for manifest- 
ing your concern on what we believe to be for 
the best interest of public service by sending out 
your doctors and dentists to assist and help us on 
abovementioned undertaking, 

We are glad to inform you that our constituents 
are very much appreciative and cognizant to the 
Jove, care and concern seen from us. 

“Thank you once again and hope to see you in 
our next medical and dental mission. 

God Bless and Mabuhay! 


Very truly yours, 
CATALINA C, BAGASINA 


Municipal Mayor 
Sasmuan, Pampanga 
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By Nancy C. Carvajal while the actor had been subject- 
edtoa drug test and was found to 
ACTOR William Martinezwasac- be positive for metham- 
quitted of a drug charge yester- phetamine hydrochloride or 
day by a Pasay City judge who shabu, such evidence did not sat- 
found the case against him “legal- isfy the requirement of proof of 
ly weak” moral certainty that Martinez 
In a 23-page decision, Judge had indeed used shabu. 
* Eleuterio E Guerrero ruled that 
the case against Martinez was full Damages 
‘of loopholes. Guerrero also directed the 
Guerrero found the prosecu- court to return to Martinez, the 
tion's evidence on the improvised amount of P50,000 he had 
footer, a tube used to sniff shabu, posted for his temporary liber- 
allegedly seized from Martinez ty during the duration of the 
_ on April 24 at the Centennial Ter- trial 
minal of the Ninoy Aquino Inter- Martinez heaved a sigh of re- 
national Airport, unreliable and. lief, but did not look surprised 
unconvincing. when the decision was an- 
A An nounced. 
Tooter in question “I never doubted that I would 
The decision further stated be acquitted, because I know I'm 
that the prosecution, led by 2nd. not guilty,” said the actor, a popu- 
Assistant Prosecutor Artemio lar teen idol in the’80s. 
Puti failed to identify the glass His wife and his children, 
tube presented in court as the along with his mother, Margie, 
same improvised tooter al- and younger sister Day cried 
legedly seized from the ac- when thedecision was read. Pao AA 
cused. “These are tears of joy” Yayo Pag a ENE 
‘The actor was on his way to told reporters, friends and fans haba a 
Dakak resort in Zamboanga del who packed the courtroom. haa 
Norte with his wife, Yayo Aguila, Martinez, who turned up in a N Y 
last April when he was appre- polo barong and black pants, ta Kai 
hended after a routine body gamely posed with his wife for [2 
f Search allegedly yielded a tooter souvenir pictures, following a re- in 3 SB. 
in his possession. Quest from some members of the MARTINEZ with wife Yayo shortly after he was he was found not guilty by Pasay City Judge Eleuterio Guerrero for illegal possession of drug 
3 The judge also noted that courtstaff. pharaphernalia. JMGUAOPUNZALAN, 


One more chance for no-show architects 28 Pandacan families 


By Tarra V. Quismundo cutor’s Office of Manila yester- case would be submitted forreso- and get their copy of the com- Í h : fi 
day a Gm an onyedi iener LOSC NOMIES IN Lire 
TWO ARCHITECTS failed to Both had been charged with plaint affidavit,” said investigat- vidual replies to the charges. 
show up yesterday at the prelimi- reckless imprudence resulting in. ing prosecutor Raul Husmillo, Mansukhani, represented by 
nary heating of a criminal case damage to property and serious Only Teofllo Go, an engineer AjitMansukhani and lawyer Jose- By Leila B. Salaverria reported killed or hurt in the 
lodged against them for the col- physical injury, end violation of who created the structural design fina Pazziuagan-Olivete, filed the incident. i 
lapse of the ill-fated Sai Building, the National Building Code. for the commercial and residen- criminal chary<3 early last TWELVE houses were destroyed Investigation showed that the 
aakay helped tobuildn Building owner Rajude Man. tial building, attended the hear. November, shortly after filing a and at least 28 families were ren- ire started at 6:40 p.m. at the 
Tondo, Manila. Sukhen had hired Sy to lead the ing, and was given a copy of the P22.52 million civil damage suit dered homeless when an hour house ofa Boy Redano. It reached 
Edward Sy and Albert Chua, construction of the building, complaint against him and the against the three men. long fire hit a residential area in the fifth alarm before it was put 
architects hired to construct while Chua was the building con- twoarchitects. Findings of a special investiga- Pandacan, Manila, Tuesday out at7:47 p.m. ta 
the eight-story Sai Building, tractor. Husmillo said he also asked Go tive committee of the Manila City night. ‘The cause of the fire has yet to 
missed ehe fra hearing of the “They failed to appear in the to submit his reply to the charges Hall showed the building. col. The blaze also destroyed bedetermined, but residents said 
preliminary investigation of preliminary hearing. If they do on Dec. 15,thesamedaywhenhe lapsed last July 23 because of P500,000 worth of property thatit could have started froman 
their case before the City Prose- notcome forthe next hearing,the expects Sy and Chua to appear faulty construction. along Jesus Street. No one was unattended candle. 
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: goes 
paanan to City: 


K r A ll 
` There's no time to stare. Hal 
A d pi t + t By Ruth L. Navarra 
n no In erest 0 pay. ‘LOOKS like some let- 
Ki buan ters intended for the 
North Pole have 
found their way ‘to 
the Mandaluyong 
City Hall, N 

Since 1999, resi- 
dents of the city háve 
been sending letters 
to incumbent may- 
ors. It is a tradition 
that Mayor Neptali 
Gonzales II interids 
to keep. Some of the 
senders’ wishes will 
be granted in a pro- 
gram dubbed “Dear 
Mayor” on Dec. 20, 
the mayor said. 

Last year, wisties 
from families who 
wanted to be reunit- 
ed for the holidays 
with relatives in jails 
or rehabilitation cen- 
the previous mayor, 
Abalos. One child 
and his friends were 
treated to a day at 
Enchanted King- 
dom. 

‘Typhoons Winnie 
have depleted Man- 
daluyong City's te- 
sources, but some let- 
ter senders will still 
receive Christmas 
packages for their 
families donated by 
private  companjes 
Operating in the city, 

Some 45,0P0 
packages will await 

So $ the city’s less fortu- 
VA interest. nate on Dec, 21 at the 
pa = City Hall grounds in 
‘2% down paymer Maysilo Circle, Bach 
36-88 months plan. Whatever you y ke room no package contains 
‘the soul of a sports cat. $ canned goods, mik, 
rice, salt, sugar and 
coffee, The affair: is 
an annual event tin 
the city eagerly 
awaited by residehts 
of depressed arens 
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For mora Information ploase contact our dealers: Mazda Alabang Filinvest Corporato iy, Alabang-Zapote Rond, Alabang Muntinlupa Cy, Tol. 772-3168, Fax 772-3170 
+ Mazda Greenhills 202 EDSA cor. Roshostar SI., Graenills Eas, Mandaluyong City, Tol. 722-1102, Fax 722-1138 Mazda Quozon Avanuo 721 Quezon Avo., Sto. Domingo, Q.C. Tal 712-3366, Fax 742-2080, 
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arikina to purge resettlement sites 


EPy Luige A. del Puerto location sites are not the benefi- The mayor added, “They have she drove away renters. 10,000 families now eside. Malanday, Camacho, San Miguel 
Ra Carlos of the city’s resettlement nothing at stake, no investments The mayor also disciosed that “If you are not the beneficiary, Realty and Parang. 

SSE CITY of Marikina is set to, program, in these places so they don't care she had certified as urgent to the you won't pay,” she said. Femando said the purge already, 
ESinrge its resettlement sites of The Marikina Settlements Of... what happens there.” City Council a proposed ordinance Femando admitted that the started butona limited scale. 
# MayorMardesFemando fice said there were around”. “(but if you own the place, thatwouldputupercrow account. city’s list of families in the setie- Once the ordinance on the es. 
‘Bisclosed yesterday. 30,000 families in the citys reset. would you allow your children to where beneficiaries could deposit ment centers needed updating. crow account is in place, she said, 
$% “The units in the settlements tement sites. grow up in a place where there P500 monthly. Too many people, she said, have they would already go “full 
SSreforthebeneficiaries. Theyare “It's ilegal torenta unitina are rapists and criminals? Of The account would befor the. ef and settled in these sitesin bias.” 

Shot supposed to be rented out to. resettlement site,"Femandosald. course not!” the mayor said. residents of settlement sites the last few years. ‘The mayor expressed opti- 
other people,” Fernando said. “Usually, these renters are the Citing the Olandesresettlement whose ownership is under dis- The major resettlement sitesin mism that it would be passed be- 
SS me mayor said roughly 20 ones who allegedly bring drugs ste, Femando said the area had pute. One such site is the Tu Marikina City are those in the Tu- fore the year ends, for the purge 
Elen ofthe residents in there- andcrimetothearea"shesaid. become relatively peaceful after mana Disig, where up to mana District, Nangka, Sto Nino, t040 full blast in January. 


5 alleged ai | Malabon 
‘car thieves Vi i : 5 me, celebrates 
fall in QC “pansit” 


By Tina G. Santos ; j Á MEERA By Edson C. Tandocjr. 


CENTRAL Police District opera- , s FORA change, thicknoodles with 
tives have arrested three alleged : y 2 delicious yellow sauce and placed 
saembers of a car theft syndicate i z a in round native trays took the 
and recovered eight vehicles d place of murky floodwaters in the 
stolen in Quezon City last month. streets of Malabon City. 

Police identified the suspects as In an event made to coincide 

#Noel Nuñez, 22; Jesusito Alafriz, ` with the Feast of the Immaculate 
53; and Benjamin Joselito Alafriz, y j E 4 Conception, Malabon residents 
19, all of Tondo, Manila. i and officials celebrated yesterday 

Nuñez was apprehended byin- Ban È . their first Pansit Malabon Festi- 
telligence agents on Dec. 6 on > val. 
Congressional Avenue, and seized a . Festivities began with a pa- 
from him was a green Mitsubishi e Ss 2 : >Š rade, where students danced on 
Lancer and several car starters. the streets using native trays or 
‘The two other suspects were a z. paa = S bilaos as props. 
arrested the next day at a garage y 3 5 And to make sure the message 
on Iba Street, Barangay Sto ash, oem " Ipe, was put across, organizers parad- 

“Domingo. In their possession pa BS 2 ed a bilao eight feet in diameter 
‘were a white Toyota Corolla and š i : mad carrying 40 kilos of the noodles 
awhite Toyota Corolla XL. 3 pai thatmade Malabon famous. 

Five other vehicles were found t s A Unlike the usual pansit, Pansit 
near the house of Alafria 3 : 3 4 = Malabon uses thick and firm noo- 
The suspects are detained at a dlescalled"luglog.” 
the CPD headquarters in Sikatu- Ca The key difference, however, 
ha Village while charges are be... CHILDREN in masks join Malabon Mayor Canuto Oreta in leading oficials, residents and guests to a giant bilao ofthe cty'sfamous noodles at.” lies in the toppings, which partic 
ing readied against them. the first Pansit Malabon Festival. ularly include seafood. 


Subic name-dropper not spared in smuggling drive Have you seen Jun-Jun 
THE NEW antismuggling ‘task the Ninoy Aquino Interna- port permit and a permit from and Aileen? 


force chief at the Subic Freeport, tional Airport (Naia), Celso the PNP for me to release the 
retired Lt. Gen. Jose Calimlim, is ‘Templo. Templo is not easily shipment,” hesaid. 


doing an excellent job. He has not intimidated by big names  Attaboy, Templo! 
spared somebody who dropped placed on cargoes arriving at J 
the name of First Gentleman the Naia. For having two members of the | 
Mike Arroyo. Templo recently ordered Office of the Ombudsman arrest- j 
‘The name-dropper is Repoldo the seizure of $8 million ed for attempted extortion years 
Nadar, president of a company worth of ammunition and car- ago, Fire Insp. Virgilio M. Acabal 
that recently ried tosmuggleina intimidated by people who tridges for small arms con- is now reaping the wrath of the ` 
„brand-new Mercedes Benz at the would drop his name. He told signed to the Philippine Army. Ombudsman. 
‘freeport. the retired general to arrest any- The sender was the Depart- Ombudsman investigators 
You know how much value body who uses his name in ille- ment of the Army Headquar- Gerald Barrez and Rodrigo Bu- 
Nadars company placed on the gal activities. ters, US Army Joint Munitions manglag were arrested in an 
Mercedes Benz? $550 only! I have a tip for Calimlim: Command. entrapment operation after 
Nadar claims to be a close Watch outfortheshipmentsof The Naia customs chief or- they tried to extort money 
friend of First Gentleman Mike a guy named Fred Galang. He dered the shipment held be- from Acabal to settle a case 
Arroyo, although Fm sure the uses Mike Arroyo's name in cause it did not have an import 
RIZON SANTOS 


with the investigating body. 
President's husband doesnt smuggling luxury cars permit and a permit from the Acabal said he.was facing a 
know about his hanky-panky in through the Subic Freeport. Firearms and Explosives Office criminal case with the Om- 
Subic. He reportedly places “FG” (FEO) of the Philippine Nation- budsman for buying a lot in a JUNJUN Rizon, 19, has been AILEEN Naga Santos, 18 years 
Not only has Calimlim seized markings on his car shipment al Police. squatters area. missing for two months now. old, 5'1", dark-complexioned left 
the smuggled luxury car, he also to deceive customs personnel No amount of explanation As a result of that entrapment, He was wearing a yellow shirt, on Nov. 10 in the company ofa 
‘ordered the filing of charges into thinking that the cargo from Maj. Gen. Antonio An- Bumanglag was dismissed but short pants and slippers when he certain Jinky Esguerra. They are 
‘against Nadar. belongs to the President's hus- ciano, deputy chief of staff for Barrez was able to wriggle him- left their house in Dagat-Dagatan believed to be staying in Olon- 
‘What Nadar didn't know was band. logistics, and a memorandum self out of trouble. Navotas, on Oct. 1, said his moth- gapo, Zambales. 
that after the President appoint- Many customs personnel at from Lt. Col. Charles K. Corner Barrez is now pursuing anoth- er, Josie. Aileen was last seen wearing a 
ed Calimlim as Subic Freeport Subic have fallen for that ruse. of the Joint US Military Adviso- er criminal case against Acabal, a ‘Josie is asking those who might yellow shirt with jeans and blue 
antismuggling czar, First Gentle- Calimlim should not. Ty Group (Jusmag), would con- trumped-up charge, the fire affi- know JunJun’ whereabouts to sneakers, 
man Arroyo had a long talk with aw. Vince Templo to release the cerclaims. contact her or her husband, Es- Please notify her mother Lour- 
him. The President must be shipment. Isthis whatitmeanswhen they meraldo, at these numbers: 273- des at 0919-2649614 or Joi Barias 
‘Arroyo told Calimlimnottobe proud of her customs man at “They have to present an im- say you can't fight City Hall? 5856 or 273-5916. at 0919-6664100 if you see her. 


Ho RRR NOT EERE GOREN SSCP EEN 
Cm METROBRIEFS 15 
Bi Cabaron found probable cause Ina states that garbage should be col- 
Interestresioan sam rsramaamre, wma ne 
INLUPA City Mayor Jaime for allegedly killing a 57-year-old household's doorstep. The ringing 
Fresnedi announced that the local man last year. A witness in theslay ofa brass bell signals the presence 
{ssa ‘would be extending In- of Pampanga native Danilo Liwanag of the garbage truck. Ruth L. Navar- 
hoa Buho aneka BG poor. came forward to police atter seeing ra 
gents who want putup thelrown Marzo the news for th kling of A 
busines. He said Pa milionhad Lanao, a University othe Phiip. 7. PPAMIC healing 
been alocated tor thls Initiativ, pines student kiled ina bus robbery THE PRANIC Healers’ National Ro- 
Manta Mau S E E eran 
a A Taal Vista Hotel in Tagaytay Cty 
peseFinancingetteciy. Toor | Trash ac in MMFF wite atended by morettan 200 
courage local enreprareura iha @Y... THE METRO Mania Development pranic hears from a over the 
ant produce gecestiey, DORN (WADA) s lines to experience healing, 
barangays to produce goods (NY onderadvertisement duringthe blessing and splikualrejuonatlon. 
Wai ot loans from P3,000 to Metro Manila Film Festival (MMFF) The spiritual retreat will be guided 
maa maan ds maraheto O sartngDec.?8toin.2.Thead bythe founder and teacher Grane 
mag Noni aji. “be played during the gaps ofthe master Choa Kok Sul. Choa, solan- 
= s eight films Included In the MMFF. In tist and spiritual guru, : authored tha 
kil 9 the video, MMDA Chair Bayani Fer- _internatlonatly acclaimed book “The 
New raps for ‘killer’ nando will explain how the door-to- Ancient Art and Science of Pranic 
THE CITY Prossautors Ontos of door garbage collection works. It Healing,” which has been translated 
Manila has filed murder charges has tapped Valenzuela City Mayor into over 30 languages and dis- 
anew against Ricardo Marzo Jr, the Sherwin Gatchallan and TV variety tributed In over 75 countries world- 
man who stands charged with rob- show host Joy Viado as talents. wide. Choa's teachings are an excel- 
BACK TO SCHOOL version | baryang homicide forthe death of Since tha members ofthe exaouive lant synthase of galenos and api 
Sen. Manny Villar watches as a student at the Lakandula High Schoo! in Gagalangin, Tondo, works on year-old pharmacy student Mary committe of the MMFF are from the alty. ll pranic healers may call the 


a computer during the school’s 42nd anniversary Tuesday, Villar, who grew up In To Joyce Lartao. Ths naw charges ware” Metro Manila Theater's Association, World Pranic Heating Foundation of- 
ig! l iversary Tuesday. Villar, who grew up In Tondo, visited the filed Tuesday afternoon before tho a - 
J ta running of the commaerolals wil ce, Tel Nos. 635-9733/687-2833, 
school where he also donated funds for the repalr of one of its school buildings. Mania Regional Tal Court, aferas- o nanang, Bad (ng 33/687-2833, 


sistant city prosecutor Liberato 
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Beermen simply too 
tough for Hotdogs 


grun? 


By June Navarro 


DANNY Seigle gave San Miguel Beer breathing room with 
back-to-back hits that eventually turned back Purefoods, 
93-86, last night in the Gran Matador PBA Philippine Cup 


atthe Philsports Arena, 

Seigle’s jumpers scuttled the TJ 
Hotdogs final-half uprising and the 
Beermen went on to break a two- 
game losing skein, 

“Leave him (Seigle) open and 
hell make his shots. By the time you 
think about guarding him, he has 
already gotten his rhythm,” said 
San Miguel Beer coach Jong 
Uichico. 

Seigle, who missed his first nine 
shots from the field, made it 87:79 
for SMB with two minutes left and 
finally broke the backs of the TJ 
Hotdogs, who leaned heavily on 
Kerby Raymundo and Jun Limpot. 

‘After losing for the fourth time in 
as many meetings with the Beer- 
men this year, the TJ Hotdogs fell to 
7-7, two games behind the third- 
running Barangay Ginebra Kings 
(94). 

Tn the second game, Red Bull 
battled back from 14 points down 
in the third period and tipped 
league-leading Talk ‘N Text, 105- 
96, behind a pleasant surprise from 
veteran Nelson Asaytono. 

Asaytono knocked in 14 of his 29 
markers in the fourth to aid the 
come-from-behind victory 

Red Bull won its third straight 
and climbed to 6-7 while Talk 'N 
‘Text slipped to 10-4 after losing a 
third straight game. 

Color developed in the second pe- 
riod when Mark Telan was fouled 


bard by Jimwell Trion, Telan com- 
plained about the foul and got an ear- 
ful from Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao. 

Telan then confronted Guiao and 
both of them engaged in a staring 
match. Guiao was later seen dish: 
ing out more words to Telan each 
time the Phone Pals center passed 
the Red Bull bench, 

Meanwhile, the Philippine Basket- 
ball Association and the Basketball 
Association of the Philippines finally 
signed the memorandum of agree- 
ment for a four-year partnership that 
will be highlighted by the county's 
participation in the Asian Basketball 
Confederation men's championship. 

The Scores 

Fist Gane 

SAN MIGUEL 93—Botsc0 28, Sol 2, 
Racal 10, Sdtons 10, Hontiveros 9, Viloria 
5, Pafad, Singson 2, Gahol 2, Gamboa 0- 

PUREFOODS 86—Raymundo 20, Linpot 
15, Yeo 14, Casto 14, Evangelista 13, Yap 8, 
‘Espinosa 2, Simon 0, Laure O, Red 0, 
Haba. 

(Quarters: 18-20, 42:98, 67-60, 8948 

Second Gama 

RED BULL 105—Vilawove 30, Asaytono 
28, Torin 10, Robinson 8, Baguio 8, Tupada 
7, Lopez5, Agapo 4, Bais 2, Berard 2, 
Seset. 

TALK TEXT 96—Telan 26, Naga 17, 
Pablo 16, Miler 12, Camaso 10, Ravera 7, 
Fran 5, De Ocampo 3, Salansang 0, Bano 
o 

Quarters: 26:20, 493, 69-78, 105-8. 


Kan E 
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PUREFOODS' KERBY Raymundo gave San Miguef's Danny Ildefonso 
(righi) lot of matchup problems, but stil the Hotdogs could not find 
answers to the Beermen's dominance over them this year... ucusroaacuz 


k 


sanattan ena, 


FORMER PBA player 
Rudy “The Destroyer” 
Distrito has, surren- 
dered to Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation 
(FBI) agents in Cali- 
fornia.” 

Former PBA com- 
missioner Emilio Jun” 
Bernardino, under 
whose watch Distrito 
last played in the pro- 
fessional league, called 
it a hopeful sign that 
the excager wants to 
clarify his involvement 
ina fatal stabbing inci- 
dentin Las Vegas. 

Distito's surrender 
was relayed by, his 
nephew, Cesar, who 
said the 46-yearold 
former Ginebra stand- 
out called family mem- 
bers in Bacolod to inform them 
of his surrender to the authori- 
tiesto clear up his name. 

"Tumawag na siya at sinabi 
niya na handa na siyang sumuko 
sa FBI (He called to let us know 
he has surrendered to the FB,” 
said Cesar. 

Cesar added that Distrito, 
who started his PBA career with 
the now defunct Crispa Red- 
manizers, is being aided by im- 
mediate relatives in California. 

“Wes a hopeful sign, especially 
for people like us who can only 
wish that this never happened,” 
said Bemardino. “Tm just really 
hoping that ar the end of the 
day, Rudy will be able to provide 
light that will lead to his vindica- 
tion.” 


Distrito turns 
self in to FBI 


DISTRITO: Out to clear name 


Reports from Las Vegas re- 
vealed that Distrito had given 
himself up to FBI agents and will 
soon be tumed over to the Los 
“Angeles Police Department. 

LA public information officer 
Jason Lee said that once the FBI 
tums over Distrito to their de- 
partment, extradition proceed- 
ings would immediately start. 

“The Las Vegas Metropolitan 
Police Deparment reported that 
Distrito stabbed a 24-year-old 
Mexican victim, later identified 
as Juan Amaya, several imes af- 
tera supposed argument, 

Amaya, it was leamed, was 
the new husband of Distrito's 
former wife Joselyn. With re- 
ports from Francis Ochoa, 
Marlon Bernardino 
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' Inspired Jewels seek revenge 
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GAMES TODAY 


(UST Gyn) 


2pm—Montaña vs 


Granny Goose 


4pm —Alr Philippines vs 


ICTSH-La Salle 


THE MONTAÑA Jewels are definitely 
pumped up when they battle Granny 
Goose Tortillos in the PBL Open 
Championship today at the UST 
Gym. 

Coach Robert Sison said his Jewels have 
been training hard to get back at the Tortil- 
los, who ended their five-game winning 
run in the first round with a 79-72 deci- 
sion. 

“Our morale is high. Our practices have 
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been good,” said Sison, whose Jewels (6-2) 
gun for the solo lead against the dangerous 
Tortillos at 2 p.m. 

“Gusto talaga ng mga bata na makabawi 
(The boys really want to win this time),” 
added Sison. 

Meanwhile, Air Philippines (2-7) and ICT- 
S-La Salle (3-6) clash to avoid early elimina- 
tionat 4 p.m. 

The odds favor Montaña this time after 
Granny Goose absorbed its first back-to-back 
loss in the tournament last Tuesday. 


But Sison knows that the Tortillos are ca- 
pable of pulling surprises. 

“They are hardworking and their defense 
is one of the best in the league,” he observed. 
“For us to beat them, we have to play better 
defense and execute our play well.” 

“We have to win to boost our chances in 
the semis,” said Sison, whose team is fighting 
for one of two outright semifinal slots with 
tournament leaders Granny Goose (6-3) and 
Magnolia-FEU (7-3). 

“We're also keeping a close eye on 


| Filipino boxing prospects 
impress ring guru Roach 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


IT was one of the more amusing questions 
thrown at renowned American boxing trainer 
Freddie Roach. 

Rev Santillan, the 26-year-old OPBF welter- 


weight champion from Iloilo City, wanted to know if 


going to sleep right after a tiring bout can cause 
Blindness. 
“I don't think so," smiled Roach, who's conduct- 


inga free two-day boxing clinic at the Ninoy Aquino 


Stadium. "There's really no medical proof” 

Santillan was pleased with the answer. He later 
thanked Roach and asked for his autograph. 

“My goal is to become a world champion,” said 
Santillan, who trains with the Wakee Salud Stable 
in Cebu, in Filipino. 

Santillan, who holds an impressive 50-3 win-loss 
record (40 KOs), definitely wants to learn more 
from the man who tumed Manny Pacquiao imo a 
boxing celebrity 

Like Santillan, there were a number of aspiring 
amateur boxers present at the clinic yesterday, all 
hoping to be the next Pacquiao. Roach believes that 

__ there is such a possibility 

“There are many great young prospects here,” 
observed Roach, who has trained over 10 world 
champions, including Mike Tyson. 

‘The 44-year-old trainer, in fact, pointed out that 


Filipino boxers are among the most hardworking lot 


he has seen. ‘American fighters get a litle bit lazy” 
said Roach. “They're not hungry and they become 
spoiled, Its frustrating to see champs who are lazy” 
Roach, who's been in the country for two weeks 
now, said he saw several promising talents while 
training Pacquiao for his bout with Thailand's Fah- 
san 3K Battery on Saturday at The Fort, Taguig. 
“Here in the Philippines, I don't see anyone ger- 
ting spoiled,” added the 2003 trainer of the year. 
“Unlike in America, you guys here have a harder 
time growing up. Thats why like seeing guys like 
‘Manny achieving great things. He has great work 
ethics and he's not spoiled. like that in a fighter” 
Roach added he even told Pacquiao to slow 
down. "Manny is at the top of his game right now,” 
hesaid, "In fact, he has a tendency to train too hard 
and I have to tell him not to overdo it.” 
“His work ethics is unbelievable,” he added. 


Pacquiao promises 
Saturday massacre 


“LET'S just see on Saturday 
night.” 

Shrugging off claims by the 
rival Thai camp that Manny 
Pacquiao is not in peak 
trainer Freddie Roach blur 
out that dare yesterday. 

Roach was reacting to state- 
ments credited to Fahsan 3K 
Battery that Pacquiao has not 
trained sufficiently for their big 
bouton Saturday 

However, Roach bared that 
Pacquiao, a dreaded southpaw, 
would be 100-percent ready on 
fight night and should be able 
to end the bout early, possibly 
with a right punch. 

In fact, Pacquiao's slated 
four-mile jog was cut down to 
only two yesterday morning be- 
cause the fighter’s conditioning 
was already nearing perfection, 


the Filipino camp bared. 

Pacquiao also did not do usu- 
al hard gym work and had only 
limbering exercises at the Wild 
Card Gym in Paranaque. 

“Abangan na lang sa Sabado 
(Lets just wait for Sarurday),” 
chorused Buboy Femandez, 
Pacquiao's Filipino handler who 
said Roach would bare an even 
greater part of his training tal- 
ent in today’s clinic at the Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium. 

‘After having observed Pac- 


the Filipino had uneven sweat- 
ing, which the Thai blamed on 
rushed, uneven training. 

Upon hearing about the Thai 
claim, Pacquiao also said al 
questions should be answered 
on Saturday. 


“When you work hard, good things happen and 
Manny is proof of that.” 

“The best of Roach will be seen today when he 
presides over the actual demonstration of boxing 
techniques at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium at the Rizal 
‘Memorial Sports Complex. 

‘The conclusion of the two-day clinic organized by 
Jawyer-sportsman Rudy Salud in cooperation with 
the Philippine Sportswriters Association and sup- 
ported by the Philippine Sports Commission will be- 
gin at 8a.m. and will feature top super flyweight Z 
Gorres and former world champion Gerry Peñalosa 
who will assist Roach in demonstrating techniques. 

The dinie is free to the public. 


“Mahirap panay usapan, sa 
Sabado na subukan (Lets stop 
talking and settle things on Sat- 
urday),” said the. Ring Maga- 
zine featherweight champ in 
predicting a massacre. 

Fehsan's manager Jimmy 
Chachotochuang, said Pac- 
quiao, based on their findings, 
has trained thoroughly for only 
three weeks forthe big match. 

This means, the manager 
added, that although Pacquiao 
enjoys a big edge in speed and 
power, he could be beaten by 
Fohsan, who enters the ring 
anawful underdog. 

‘The Thai camp had also 
bared that, instead of run- 
ring in the first four rounds $ 
as initially planned, Fahsan 
‘would meet Pacquiao head- 
on after the first bell. 


Also lending his expertise in the clinic 
today is Philippines-based referee Bruce 
McTavish of New Zealand. 

Yesterday's participants included 
cadess from the Philippine Military 
‘Academy, coaches from the Amateur 
Boxing Association ofthe Philippines (Abap) and 
trainers from the country 

‘Also proving to bea bi 
was sports nutritionist Dr Sanirose Orbeta who lec- 
tured the participants on proper nutrition and diet- 
ing, among others. 

Roach obviously enjoyed interacting with the par- 
ticipants, signing autographs and posing for photos. 


various boring stables. 
hit with the participants 
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Magnolia,” added Sison. “They're playing 
great right now and that’s my extra motiva- 
tion for the boys.” 

The Jewels will again lean on veterans 
Alex Compton, Jon Dan Salvador and Al 
Magpayo, while the Tortillos will turn to JR 
Quihahan, Ardy Larong, Jet Latonio and 
Chico Lanete. 

Inthe second game, ICTSI-La Salle is favored 

to repeat its 96-77 drubbing of 
Air Philippines in the first 
round. Jasmine W. Payo 


FREDDIE ROACH: Unlike in 
America, you guys here havea 
harder time growing up. That's 
why Hike seeing guy: 

achieving great things. 


ike Manny 


Lack of sponsors Letran tossers gun for 2nd win vs SSC 


continues to bug 
SEAG organizers 


royo will launch a pledging session 
on Dec. 11 among officials of top 
govemment and private corpora- 
tions but the proceeds of the fund- 
raising will be given to the 500 na- 
tional athletes training for the 
Games and not to the SEA Games 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


FOR every $100 spent by Viet- 
nam in staging the 2003 South- 
east Asian Games the Philippines 
will be spending only $4 in host- 
ing next year’s SEAG. 

“That, in a nutshell, describes the 
tight budget the country is working 
on in its third staging of the SEAG, 
alihough organizers continue to 
‘worry about the lack of sponsors so 
far. 

“Companies this time of the year 
have already used up their budgets, 
Philippine Southeast Asian Games 
chief organizer Obet Pagdanganan 
told the Inquirer yesterday, 

“Maybe we can start early next 
year to work out a marketing 
Scheme to tap the private sector.” 

“From the start, we know that we 
are working on a tight budget, but 
that, wont hinder us from making 
this a success,” said Pagdanganan, 
who predicted a record-breaking 
number of live audience for the 

- ‘opening ceremonies which will be 
held at the Quirino Grandstand. 

“3 Heesaid First Gentleman Mike Ar- 


operations. 


planned. 


STANDINGS 

UST 

PSC 

LaSalle 

Letran 

Lyceum 

San Sebastian 

FEU 
GAMES TODAY (Aiza! Coliseum) 
3pim—San Sebastan vs Levan 

Spm—FEU vs Lyceum 


LETRAN seeks its second win to- 
day when it plays winless San Se- 


In new changes approved, eques- 
wian will now be played in Lipa and 
notin Carmona, Cavite, while ladies 
football will be held in Marikina in- 
stead of the Ultra as previously 


Oficials wanted to move Ca- 
noe/kayak to Subic from La Mesa 
Dam but Philsoe still has to deter- 
mine whether the Subic site is up to 
international standards. 

‘The 41 national sporis associa- 
tions taking par in the SEA Games 
were also given until Dec. 13 to de- 
dare the equipment they will be 
needing so the Philsoc can make ar- 
rangement with the Philippine 
Sports Commission. 

Pagdanganan added that more 
than one television network might 
cover the Games instead of a solo 
coveror which is usually the practice. 


bastian while Lyceum and Far 
Eastern Universit 

first victory at each other's ex- 
pense in the Shakey's V-League 
second conference at the Rizal 
Memorial Coliseum, 

Tied with the La Salle Lady 
Archers at No. 3 with 1-1 (win- 
loss) slates, the Letran spikers 
tackle the SSC belles at 3 p.m., 
hoping to inch closer to reigning 
champion Santo Tomas Tigresses 
(3-0) and the Philippine Sports 
Commission Lady Legends (3-1). 


shoot for their 


mat Otada P] 


jno-Britons reinforce the Philippine football 
team currently seeing action in the 2004 Tiger Cup in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The team backed by 
the PCSO and Pagcor bowed to Myanmar, 1-0, in extra time In their opening game last night. 


REINFORCED: Two Flipino-Americans and two Filipino- 


First Gentleman holds fund-raiser again Saturday 


FIRST Gentleman Mike Arroyo again sets the ball 


rolling for the bulldup of Pinoy athletes for next year's 


Southeast Asian Games through a pledging session 
ahis Saturday at the Heroes Hall in Malacahang. 
‘Top executives from government and private firms 


have been invited to enlist their support in raising funds 


for the taining of the first batch of athletes who passed 


the stringent criteria laid down by the Medalyang Ginto 
Executive Council ofthe First Gentleman Foundation. 
‘Atotal of 248 athletes, most of them gold medalists in 
last year’s Vietnam Southeast Asian Games and various 
international events, make up the first batch of beneficia- 
tiesto be known as “Team Tagumpay,” 
‘The breakdown of the initial beneficiaries: Diving 6, 


swimming 7, archery 3, athletics 8, baseball 22, men's 
basketball 17, biliards-snooker 3, boxing 5, bowling 12, 
canoekayak 5, chess 4, cycling 2, dragon boat 39, eques- 
trian2, fencing 9, golf 7, gymnastics 2, judo 3, karatedo 5, 
lawn bowls petanque 12, muay thai 2, rowing 6, shooting 
4, men's and women’s softball 41, taekwondo 10, 
triathlon 5, wrestling 1 and wushu 6. 


Backstopped by the power-hit- 
ting Roxanne Pimentel, UST out- 
lasted PSC in a thrilling 18-25, 
25-16, 17-25, 25-14, 15-9 victory 
Tuesday for its third straight win 
and the solo lead in this tourna- 
ment sponsored by Shakey's Piz- 
za and co-presented by Dunkin 
Donuts, HBC Home of Beauty Ex- 
clusives, Smart and PLDT with 
Mikasa and Accel as official vol- 
leyball and outfitter, respectively. 

Lyceum and Far Eastern Uni- 
versity collide at 5 p.m. 


The Lady Pirates dropped its 
only match so far to the Lady Leg- 
ends in four sets, 18-25, 19-25, 25- 
19, 13-25, last Nov, 30 while the 
Lady Tams are in the cellar with 
the SSC spikers with a 0-2 card. 

La Salle, the back-to-back UAAP 
titlist, opened its campaign with a 
21-25, 31-29, 21-25, 19-25 defeat 
to rival UST on Nov, 28 but 
bounced back strong and downed 
San Sebastian, 21-25, 25-14, 25- 
21, 25-17, late Tuesday for a share 
of third place with Leran. 


Basketball greats 
immortalized in 
Bocobo-Celis book 


A BOOK chronicling the greatest players of 
Philippine basketball, titled Legends and Heroes 
of Philippine Basketball, will be formally 
launched this Saturday at the ELJ Comm 

tions Center, ABS-CBN compound, Quezon City. 

President Macagapal-Arroyo was presented 
with the book by the author, Dr. Christian Bo- 
cobo, during her visit in San Francisco two days 
before the formal book launch at the Marion 
Hotel in California in November 2004, 

Philippine Basketball Association chair Buddy 
Encamado and Talk 'N Text governor Rickie Var- 
gas graced the occasion. Former RP team main- 
stay Alberto “Big Boy" Reynoso and Dindo 
Pumaren were special guests. 

The book is co-authored by Bocobo, a San 
Francisco-based Physical Medicine and Rehabil 
tation specialist, and Manila Bulletin spons 
columnist Beth Celis, 

It has a rich collection and compilation of ac- 
tion photos and portraits of great Philippine bas- 
ketbal] star players representing different eras. 

Profiles of stars include the hometown and 
school teams they played for. Interesting facts 
‘abound in the book, including all-time records set 
by players in college and professional leagues, 
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Del Rosario out front in World Cup 


Chester King running 6th 


SINGAPORE—Asia's best female 
bowler, Liza del Rosario of the Philip- 
pine, assumed the early third-day lead 
in the AMF Bowling World Cup at Su- 
perBowi Safra Mount Faber here yester- 
day morning by collecting 3956 pinfalis 
in 18 games. 

Del Rosario averaged 231.83 for the 
third of four six-game blocks to lead 
Squad B with an average of 219.78 for 
18 games. 

Sweden's Helen Johnsson could 
not match the pace and fell behind at 


3867. 

‘Singapore's Valerie Teo delighted the 
local fans by shooting the best 1442 se- 
ries (240.33 average) to jump into third 
place at 3842. 

Last year's runnerup, Costa Rica's 
Marie Ramirez, checked in fourth at 
3873, while defending champion Ker- 
rie Ryan Klach of Canada was fifth at 
3762. 


Australia’s Jason Belmonte kept the 
men's lead after 12 games with 2927 
pinfalls. 

The Philippines’ entry, Chester King, 
was tied with Italian Maurizio Celli for 
sixth place at 2738. 

The best 24 bowlers from 73 coun- 
tries after 24 games will advance to the 
second stage of the world's most presti- 
gious individual kegfest. 


Del Rosario began her move Tuesday 
‘when she jumped from 8th to fifth place 
after 12 games with 2818, 

Overnight leader Ann-Maree Put-* 
ney of Australia slipped to second at 
2756, followed by American Shannon 
Pluhowsky at 2756, Johnson, Del 
Rosario, Austria's ‘Ivonne Gross 
(2550) and Denmark's Annette Biltoft 
(2547). 

Zulkifli may yet overtake Del Rosario 
when she plays in Squad A later in the 
day. 


John 


AGUIO  GITY-- 
Camp John Hay 


B used its familiarity 


with the two home cours- 


vision, 
Gilroy 


Benguet 


boy’ 
Zambrano 


Cachero, now based in |, 
San Diego, California, al- 
so grabbed the spotlight 


by shooting the tourna- 
ment’s fifth hole-in-one on 


Flight A in the 55th Fil- 
‘Am Golf Invitational here. 


Bill Lawrence scored 36 
points under the Stableford 
scoring system, Jay Co added 
30 and Federico Mandapat Jr., 
last week's senior individual 
champion, had 28 to give the 
host team a total of 125 Fil di- 
vision points at the par-69 CJH 
course. 

The Am squad of CJH also 
surged ahead with 101 points 
at the par-61 Baguio Country 
Club course as Charles Va- 
lencerina chalked up 28 points 
and Robert Paterson and Ra- 
mon Luis Garcia posted 26 
each. 

Philippine Navy kept the Fil 
Flight B lead with 105 while 
the Guam Kool Swingers 
pulled away with 171 in the 
Am Flight B race. The leading 
teams in Flight D were Hickam 
Mamala (Fil) with 110 points 
and Villa Cacho (Am) with 80. 

As the tournament's crack 
players brace for a shootout in 
today's start of the Fil and Am 
action in-the championship di- 


Manila 


March. 


‘The Pines Golf Club of California, 
composed of Baguio balikbayans, 
was second in Fil Flight A with 119 
as Ramon Ocampo made 35 points 
and Fred Eslao Jr. added 33. The 
Philippine International Contractors 
and Ram Master Golf Team were 
Joint third at 117. 
Nueva Ecija Gov. Tomas Jo- 
son II had 30 behind Richard 
3 for fifth placer Nue- 
Golf Club. Team Is- 
abela scored 112 while Ne- 
plum 2 was a point behind. 
BMG Solar and Orchard Golf 


the 153-yard 15th hole at = 
Camp John Hay. 

It was Cachero's first ace 
in 10 years in the sport. 

While Mizuno-DHL is the 
defending Fil champion and 4 
Southwoods 
reigning Am titlist, the fa- 
vorites in the centerpiece cate- 
gories are Nike Sports, spear- 
headed by the country’s top 
amateur Juvic Pagunsan and 
the returning Tommy Man- 
otoc, and Del Monte, which is 
fielding the same team that 
won the PAL Interclub last 


the 


Camp Aguinaldo 


Flight A with 95 poi 
Meanwhile, 


scoring correction 
late Tuesday night. 


scored 28 while his 


just a point behind 


and Country Club were in joint 
eighth with 109 points. 


and Team M-3 led by Pampan- 
ge Rep. Juan Miguel “Mikey” 
Arroyo, shared second in Am 


Eat 
climbed to sixth place in Flight 
B of the Fil Division after a 


Former Sen. Vicente Sotto IIT 


median Vic, scored 23 to give 
the Eat Bulaga team 93 points, 


Haf golfers lead 
Flight A of Fil-Am; 


PAGUNSAN swingsinto action for Nike Sports. 


Guam Kool Swingers. 

Hickam Mamaia scored 110 
points behind Rusty Barfield’s 
30 points and Craig Penman's 
29 in Fil's Plight D. Villa Cacho 
had 80 points as Am Flight D 
leader. 

The tournament is spon- 
sored by Smart, Lucerne Jewel- 
ers, Northwest Airlines, Royal 
Caribbean, Ottica Eyewear, 
Aresi Bar, Hapee Toothpaste 
Ayala Lands, Caltex Philip- 
pines, Club Marinduque and 
San Miguel Beer. Frank 
Cimatu, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


Golf Club 


ints. 
Bulaga 


was made 


brother, co- 


fifth placer 


‘THE BATTLE “begins” today in the 55th Fil- 
Am Golf Invitational at both the Baguio 
Country Club and Camp John Hay. Not to 
belittle the presence of a spillover 165 reams 
bur, truth to tell, the 13 teams vying for the 
top plums (Fil Championship with 6 squads, 
and Am Championship with 7) start to get 
the usual media mileage thenext four days. 

Unfair? 

Not really to the 820 other players out of 
a field of 888 entered 

‘The stars of the show always get the spot- 
light because they'deserve it. And we are 
talking here of 68 players from the Fil and 
Am Championship Divisions. 

‘They earned it, Each one of them is a star 
inhis own right. You don't hype the front act 
of either Martin Nievera or Lani Misalucha 
do you? Always, the main performer gets 
top billing. 

‘While the Fil-Am as a whole is basically 
fun-and-social, exclude the Championship 
Divisions of Fil and Am. 

Over there, competitors go for gore, thirst 
for blood, battle to survive. When the war's 
over, there will be no love lost among the 
combatants. 

Over there, they temporarily set aside the 
adage: “The beauty lies not in winning, but 
in taking part.” 

But who will the golf gods favor this 
year? 

Tes hard to tell. 

‘The field is littered with teams fancied to 
win the crown of this fabled tiff that was 
once listed in the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the world’s biggest ever golf 
tournament. 

By Sunday, we will know if defending 


Golfers all 


SPECTATOR 


Al S. Mendoza 


champion Mizuno-DHL has survived the 
challenge of such powerhouse teams like 
Del Monte, Nike and Southwoods in the pre- 
miere Fil Championship Division where 
Royal Caribbean International and 
Eastridge are also entered. 

‘This has got to be the most interesting Fil- 
‘Am in recent memory. The last three years 
was mainly a two-team competition: 
Mizuno-DHL versus Southwoods-South- 
‘woods won the first two, Mizuno-DHL the 
lastone. 

The retum of Tommy Manotoc, who 
broke his three-year vow never “to return 
again to the Fil-Am” after his Calatagan 
team lost to Southwoods in 2000, has 
ed a new dimension to the tournament. It 
can't be denied that Tommy Manotoc, even 
at 55, still packs that wallop that remains 
the envy of many. 

Not only did he return waving the white 
flag. Tommy Manotoc, rebaptizing his Ca- 
latagan squad as Nike, is back in the compa- 
ny of players a.k.a. as national players, save 
for one: recent Thailand Amateur Open 
champion Juvic Pagunsan, reigning Philip- 
pine champion Jun Bemis, RP mainstays Jay 
Bayron and Boyet Saragosa and the battle- 
scarred Abe Rosal. 

Mizuno-DHL has lost Romy Jaraula, Tris- 


tan Tabanas and Paul Mifioza, who now car- 
ry their home team, Del Monte, the 2004 
PAL Interclub champion. 

Lovell Gopez, the youthful Mizuno-DHL 
skipper, will now lean on a team known to 
scavenge for gold from garbage: Erwin Vinl 
an, Marvin Dumandan, Raymund Sangil, 
Laurence Negrido and KitLopez. Southwoods 
has World Amateur veterans Mike Bibat and 
‘Artemio Murakami, who will team up with 
Antonio Asistio, Jun Jun Plana and World 
‘Amateurs alternate Gene Bondoc. 

But even as they are the headline hogs be- 
ginning today, the 68 so-called stars will just 
beamong the 888 players during the award- 
ing ceremonies on Sunday. Competing is 
one thing, being together on awarding night 
is another. In that night of nights, each and 
everyoneis just simply called a golfer 

‘The winners become mere decorations. 
FASTBREAK. My good neighbor, Wilmer 
“Pink Basket” Embuscado, has left his cater- 
ing chores momentarily to assume anew his 
job as skipper of Batch '92. His play- 
ers-Jose Santos Jr, Narciso Ragua, Teddy 
Tan, Yasuhiko Omeda and Phillip 
Bautista—are serious contenders in Flight C 
of the Am Division. And, of course, my fel- 
Jow Beatlemaniac, Nilo Mercado of Publicis 
Dialog/Shoe Mart, has brought in his own 
bold brigade—Theody Pascual, Al Etrone, 
Ludwig Ledesma, Ding Kalinga, Eric 
Jaudines and Teddy Quizon in Fil C Divi- 
sion, and Mike Gonzales, August Mendoza, 
Tony Villanueva, Eric del Rosario and Boy 
Galiste in Am D Division. Nilo's squads are 
running second in their divisions. Good 
luck, gentlemen! 


Negros stuns 


ILOILO CITY--Negros Occidental 
outsmared and outshot archrival 
Iloilo, 8-6, Tuesday to rule the first 
PFRadidas Futsal Championship 
before a stunned crowd at the Iloilo 
Sports Complex. 

"The Negrenses' dominance in the 
five-aside indoor football meet was 
‘unmistakable with Richard Cahedo 
producing yet another virtouso per- 
formance by scoring all his three 
goals inthe second hali. 


Crisp passing and excellent de- 
fense lifted Negros to the ttle of the 
eighi-team tournament supported by 
WGRA Superferry, Aboitiz, Petron 
and Red Ribbon Bakeshop, 

‘The Negrenses reached the finals 
by whipping Cagayan de Oro, 19-4, 
earlier in the day. Iloilo advanced by 
nipping Cebu, 9-8. 

“The Negrenses deserve the 
championship because they dis- 
played better skills,” said touma- 


lloilo, 


gros" 
With the score tied 


for the 34th-minute 


ment commissioner Pablito Arane- 
ta. “But Fm sure Iloilo will prepare 
harder next time to get back at Ne- 


do eluded his markers and outwit- 
ted Iloilo goalkeeper Cirilo Macasa 


put Negros in front to stay. 

Cañedo struck again in the next 
minute, deftly flicking the ball in 
past Macasa. Cafiedo's effort 


clinches futsal title 


eamed him MVP honors while his 
brother, Robert, was named best 
suiker with 16 goals. 

Robert found the back of the net 
in the 25th minute while the 
Fegidero brothes—Joshua and 
Norman--added one apiece. 

Cebu seitled for third place by 
routing Cagayan de Oro, 19-4, and 
also received the Fair Play Award. 

Macasa was the toumament’s 
best goalkeeper. 


at 6-6, Cafe- 


marker that 


Snipers vs Jewelers 
Game 1 tomorrow 


p.m. at the University of Assump- 
tion Gym in San Femando. 

Harbour Centre team owner Mi- 
kee Romero initiated the campaign 
by donating a considerable amount 
while fellow URBL team owners 
Michel Lhuillier of M. Lhuilier-Ce- 
bu City, Vice Gov. Greg Sanchez, 
Rep. Junie Martinez and Joe Saber- 
ano of Lactovitale-Cebu Province 
and Gov. Chavit Singson and Vice 
Gow. DV Savellano of the Ilocos Sur 
Snipers sent their pledges to Que- 
zon team owners Gov Willie Enver- 
ga and Benny Brizuela. 

A look at the lineups showed the 
Snipers have the edge at the front 
line behind skipper Allan Yu, 
Jerome Barbosa, Orlan Tama, and 
Harold Sta. Cruz. They also have 
able gunners in Johnedel Cardel, 
three-point shooter Mike Manigo, 
Francis Rauschmayer and Jeff 
Sanders. 

Jewelers coach Raul “Yayoy" Al- 
coseba has a bench so deep that he 
can readily alter his player combi- 
nations. : 

He'll be banking on Woodraw 
Enriquez, Bruce Dacia, James Lay- 
go, Bong Marata, Nyok de Guzman, 
Jessie Lumantas, Leo Bat-og, Danny 
“ying and Damyl Smith. 


GAME TOMORROW 
(Santo Domingo People's Center) 
Spm— locos Sur Sriers 
Y5 M. Lhulle-Cebu City 


THE M. LHUILLIER-CEBU City 
Jewelers have the experience and 
‘cohesion, the Ilocos Sur Snipers 
the depth and firepower. 

Whoever can impose their edge 
upon the other stands a good 
chance of winning the opener of 
their United Regional Basketball 
League championship series tomor- 
row at the Santo Domingo People's 
‘Center in locos Sur 

Game One starts at 5 p.m. and 
will be telecast over the National 
Broadcasting Network. 

At stake in the bestoffive tide 
showdown is the prestige of being 
the inaugural titlist of the commu- 
nity-based URBL. 

This in mind, URBL Commis- 
sioner Ramon Femandez an- 
nounced that the battle for third 
place between the Quezon Huskers 
and Harbour Centre-Pampanga will 
bea fundraiser for the victims of the 
recent typhoons that hit the coun- 


my 
The suddendeath knockout 
match will be played on Dec. 14, 4 


San Lorenzo advances 


JEFFREY Lim provided the killer 
blows yesterday as Colegio de 
San Lorenzo earned a quarterfi- 
nal berth in the 12th National 
Capital Region Athletic Associa- 
tion (NCRAA) men's basketball 
tournament at the Pasay Sports 
Complex. 

Lim's 11-point output in the 
fourth quarter and the Colegio de 
San Lorenzo Griffins’ fastbreak 
plays enabled them to put away 
La Salle-Manila, 71-53. 


He unleashed three triples, 
which allowed the Griffins to 
widen the Archers’ eight-point 
edge in the third quarterto 18, 

Ken Rivera topscored for 15 
points and powered the Griffins 
to their third win in four games in 
Group A, while JR Manansala 
and Chito Jaime made 11 and 10, 
respectively. 

‘The Griffins move behind un- 
beaten squads Emilio Aguinaldo 
College and St. Francis. 


SPORTSWATCH 
King, Gatchalian seeded for Salad Cup 


RP TEAM members Chester King and Joonie Gatchalian were seeded to repre- 
sent the Philippines on Feb. 2005 in Okinawa, Japan for the 2005 Salad Cup. 
Joining them are the top two bowers of the 2004 Wave-Salad Cup national finals 
tobe held Deo. 11 and 12.at Paydium Bowing Center in Quezon City. More than 
70 center finals winners, led by Biboy Rivera and Benny Dytoc, will vie for the last 
two slots. Winners of the first center finals will compete against the first group on 
Dec. 11 at 9 a.m., while winners of the second center finais will be up against the 
‘second group at 4 p.m. The top 30 will dispute the two other Okinawa slots on 
Dec. 12. For details, call Angelo Constantino at 7320289 and 7320304 or log on 
to www playdiumbowsing.com, 


Las Pihas derby features 50 fights 

FIFTY encounters are schadvied tonight at the air-conditioned Las Piñas Collse- 
umn connection wth the "2-Cock Derby.” At stake Isa cash prize of P300,000 
‘wan entry fee of PS.500. Derby hosts ara Julius Canumay and Vetsin Damian. 
Seeing action today are Mike Santos of Parañaque, Joseph jamboy of Butuan 
Tiy. JOhnny Elorde, Arnold Parez, Bobby Cabilion, Ace Reyes ot Antipolo, Art 
and Baldo Perez, Mayor Nene Aguilar, Muling Dorado, Rudy Sayaman and Cito 
Manansala. Meanwhile, a guaranteed prize of P1 milion is up for grabs în the 
“Pamigay Premyo sa Las Piñas 5-Cock Darby" to be hosted by former Mayor 
Nene Aguilar. Eimination rounds wl be he on Jan. 8, 15 and 22. For inquiries, 
call 873-1040 and 874-3910. 


Codilla family presents Ormoc 5-cocker 
“THUNDERRBIRD Platinum and Thunderbird Baby Sta Booster give their ful! 
supports the Coola family of cockfigniers of Ormoc City presents the 2004 edl- 
ton of thei annual S-Cock Xmas Derby Regarded as the biggest yearly cocking 
event in Ormoc, the 3-day encounter will again be held at the Valencia Sports 
Center Like in the previous years, lots of surprises are in store for he Dec. 15, 16 
8:18 contest led by Thunderbird's local business developer Chester Ma. Entry fee 
is pegged at 12.000 tor the P1 milion guaranteed cash prize. Meanwhile, the 
‘Thunderbird Mul-Graln Concentrate & Conditioner-backed Bicol Gamefowl 
Breeders Association wil hold the BIGBA Circuit Final 4-Cock Derby on Dec 18n 


TOP COACHES: Franz Pumaren (left), coach of UAAP champion DeLa” 
Salle Green Archers, poses with Syracuse University mentor Jim Boehim 
after completing a two-week coaching course in the United States 
recently. Bochim ranks third among active Division | coaches in winning 
percentage and eighth in victories. He is also the winningest coach in Big 
East history witha 297-161 overall record, Pumaren, on the other hand, 
steered the Archers to five titles in the last seven years. 


CHARLOTTE'S Steve Smith grabs 
‘Sacramento center Brad Miller's headband. sr 


KOBE’S FAULT 
Malone rules 


out return 
to LA Lakers 


LOS ANGELES—Karl Malone has ruled out a 
return to the Los Angeles Lakers because of 
comments made by Kobe Bryant in a radio in- 
terview, Malone's agent said, 

“Karl is furious," agent Dwight Manley said 
‘Tuesday. "He felt very disrespected and betrayed 
after personally being the first to stand up for 
Kobe over the last year throughout his rape 
charge and all he went through.” 

. Manley said remarks made by Bryant on 
Monday, coupled with what the agent called “re- 
cent personal attacks made in private," led Mal- 
«one to his decision. 

‘Asked if Malone might play elsewhere, Manley 
replied: “This certainly opens up that possibilty” 

Bryant told XTRA on Monday he didn't be- 
lieve Malone, who is recovering from knee 


shirgery, would come back to the Lakers, calling it 


“just intuition.” 
“ts not really fair to hold it over the guys heads 
that are here,” Bryant said. “The guys that we have 
: here are working hard, practicing hard every day. 
Tes kind of tough for them to be looking over their 
shoulder, wondering if he's going to come back 
and then everybody is going to disappear 
“They are here giving me 110 percent. Its re- 
ally not fair for us to sit around and speculate 
how long this is going to go on. I mean, you cant 
sit up here and speculate for the remainder of 
the season whether or not he is going to come 
back. I mean, that’s not fair to the guys that are 
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Cavs rise in East; 
Rockets blast off | 


CLEVELAND—LeBron James scored 27 points and assisted on Lucious Harris” 
clinching 3-pointer with 6 seconds left Tuesday as the first-place Cleveland Cav- 
aliers won their eighth straight at home, 103-97, over the New Jersey Nets. 

At 12:6, the Cavaliers have the best record in.” points to lead Milwaukee past Indiana, 89-86, for 
the NBAs Easter Conference—the first its first road win of the season. 
time they've had that distinction after 
15 games since March 21, 1989, longest losing streak for Indiana under second- 
‘when they were 48-17. 2 year coach Rick Carlisle. 

"I feel like were a good 4? In Memphis, Tennessee, Earl Watson scored a 
team right now and were 4f career-high 22 points, missing only one of his 
going to keep going,” said <S- Raker 10 shots, and Mike Miller added 20 as Mem- 
James. P IKET: phis tripped New York, 96-88. 

Aker his two free f A bga, În Houston, Yao Ming scored 21 
throws put the Cavaliers Sead ES f] & points and had nine rebounds, and 
up 97-93 with 1:35 to CF t } backup’point guard Andre Barrett 
play James stole Richard W scored 10 of his 14 points in the 
Jefferson's crosscourt pass fourth quaner as Houston downed 
and streaked in for a thunder- New Orleans, 89-81 
cousslam dunk “Tracy McGrady had his second straight 

The Nets pulled within 100- poor shooting night, shooting just 7-of- 
97 on Jason Collins tip with 30.9 19-induding 1of8 from 3-point 
seconds to go, but James fed Harris Ẹ range—to finish with 18 points. 
forthe wey in Phoenix, Steve Nash had 11 

In Minneapolis, Dirk Nowitzki , oF his 26 points in the fourth 
scored 34 points, including 23 in the sec- m quarter, when Phoenix 
ond half as Dallas snapped Minnesota's five- 1.3 rallied from seven points 
game winning steak with a 97-87 victory. McGRADY “@P,.” downto frustrate Golden 

Kevin Garnett had 32 points, 12 rebounds and Z4" State, 118-104. 
five assists for Minnesota, which was playing h 
without starter Latrell Sprewell, who was sus- Sacramento, Califomia, Peja Stojakovic had sea- 
pended for one game for yelling a sexual vulgari- son highs of 30 points and 12 rebounds, and 
ty at a female fan in Los Angeles on Saturday Brad Miler scored 27 points as Sacramento 
night. whipped Charlotte, 109-92, for its 12th victoryin 

in Indianapolis, Michael Redd scored 28 13 games. AP 


OLYMPIC COME-ONS 


‘THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2004 


Two artists’ conceptions show a giant runner and an inverted Eifel 
Tower during the Olympic Landmark designs show. The Paris 2012! 
organization launched an international architecture competition 


as part ofthe Paris bid to host the 2012 Olympic Games. 


eures 
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Knocked-out Colombian boxer dies 


PANAMA CITY, Panama—Colombian 
boxer Carlos Meza died Tuesday 
days after being knocked out in 
ring, according to boxing officials. 

“Unfortunately, Meza has died,” 
said Miguel Prado, president of Pana- 
ma's Boxing Commission. 

Meza, 26, never regained con- 
sciousness after being knocked out in 
the 12th round of a bantamweight 
bout against Panamanian Ricardo 
Cordoba on Friday in the Atlantic port 
city of Colon. 

Dr. Winston Grenald, the boxing 
commission's physician, said Meza 


the 


by three skull fractures and the accu- 
mulation of fluid on the brain. He said 
doctors “did all they could” ro save the 
fighter from Barranquilla, Colombia. 

Doctors said earlier Tuesday that 
Meza had suffered “brain death,” and 
that they were only waiting for vital 

from his internal organs to cease 
in order to issue a formal death certifi- 
cate. 

Doctors here are forbidden from 
disconnecting life support systems as 
long asa patients organs are working. 

The bantamweight fighter under- 
went an operation on Saturday to ease 


had died as a result ofa coma induced swelling 


from cerebral bleeding, ac- 


wih John Susi 
and Al Soto 


Ang inyong tagapaghatid ng ulat-pangmulat 


IN na anhi 
Tuwing H 


Cheri Mercado  . 


twebes 


Ie NG 


cording toa hospital news release, 

Meza was reportedly undefeated in 
eight fights before the bout against 
Cordoba. He was listed as the 14th 
ranked contender by the World Box- 
ing Association. 

Meza's wife, Luz Mery Torres, said 
her husband had hoped to buy a house 
for his family. 

“I don't understand what hap- 
pened. He was well prepared,” the 
weeping Torres said. 

Fellow boxer Irene “Mambaco" 
Pacheco said, “Carlos always liked 
close-in fights, and he was devoted to 
bis wife and two children.” AP 
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mursomocesaam a ENTERTAINMENT, Aë 


When popularity and quality diverge [EIR ome 
ontottebg hon ee macabebe WALA NG MAS SASALBAHE PA SA KANYA! 


year is "BCuz of U.” What accounts for its VIEWFINDER 
ood showing at the tills, and how does the 
PA Naa mama aba GET NAUGHTY THIS 
First, the “hit” factors: It's a teen flick, and Fili filmmaking at A 4 “a 
there are millions of teenagers out there. It's ch the screening of Ditsi Caroli HOLID AY SEASON 
also a kilig production, so its easy for all those # latest documentary, “Bun: the UP Fil d pra! ADHA 
teens to empathize with. SQM py Centerat2,4and 7 p.m. on Dec. 10. 
In addition, the film has three stories, and 7 se “Bunso” is about minors who have been d 
that speaks directly to the shorter attention Nestor U. Torre. WHEN A30 
span of young people 
API OPENS D 
luction's anthology [Yai D, q 7 
a S DECEMBER 15 
greater variety, and 


cete | Find out why the critics are laughing out loud! 


Another big daw | “One ofthe “Mademe “When the 90 “Laugh- 
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Sandara-Park tan- 
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youth, and her epito- 
mizing the Asian 
wave that’s the cur- 
rent hot trend in en- 
tertainment. 

All of these plus 
popularity... points, 
plus Star Cinema's 
unrivaled publicity 
and promotional 
muscle, account for 
the movie's unusual- 
ly strong showing at 
the tills. 
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When popularity and quality diverge sensa 


placed in a prison for adults. Trust 
Carolino to do full justice to the per- 
sonal, social and ethical dimensions 
of that harrowing situation. 


Concluding episode 

CHANNEL 2's teleserye, “It Might Be 
You,” airs its concluding episode on 
Dec. 10, after almost a year on the 
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tube. A lot has happened to its lead 
characters, teen lovers audience and 
Cielo (John Lloyd Cruz and Bea 
Alonzo) in all those months: 

Cielo has spent several years in the 
States with Axel (Marco Alcaraz) liv- 
ing in a “pretend” marriage so that 
her uncle Camilo (Gardo Versoza) 
will spare Lawrence's life. 
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For his part, Lawrence has started a 
new life without Cielo, and is now a 
pilot who may be starting a new rela- 
tionship with Axel's sister, Aretha. 
‘And yet, Lawrence and Cielo keep im- 
pinging into each other's lives—but, 
are they still in love. And if so, how 
will Camilo, now under government 
custody after the revelation of his 
abuses, react to all 
this? Will he finally 
leave Cielo and Or- 
Janda (Jean Garcia) 
in peace? 

We trust that the 
teleserye will answer 
these and other ques- 
tions before it finally 
fades out of the TV 
screen this week. 
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cial. We want it to be 
a family thing.” 
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The three men 
were “rowdy” and 
were “throwing 
things” at the per- 
formers, said Insp. 
Leo Chavez. The 
three men were tak- 
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en out of the build- 
ing, he added. 

Some 30 police- 
men and 40 bouncers 
had been deployed in 
and out of the World 
Trade Center as early 
as 4 pan. that day, 
said Taluran, 
have been 
frisking people in the 
area for prohibited 
items like cigarettes 
and lighters and sharp 
objects,” said Paul 
Aquino, head of the 
Professional Bouncers 
Association, which al- 
so provided security in 
last Wednesday's MTV 
AIDS Summit in 
Taguig. 

“This year’s show 
was peaceful com- 
pared to last years 
When one bouncer 
was injured in the 
thigh during a riot,” 
said bouncer Ely Vil- 
larosa. “The rains 
kept most of the un- 
ruly rockers away. 
Aside from the usual 
gatecrashers, there 
were no other diffi- 
culties this year.” 
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matologist and cre- 
ator of the amazing 
Obagi Skin Health 
Restoration System 
(which 1 and many 
celebrities swear by) 
is back in Manila to 
introduce his latest 
product, — Photolu- 
mines Skin by Oba- 
gi—CRX System. 

‘The event is today, 
Thursday, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the 
Carlos R Romulo Au- 
ditorium Podium 4, 
RCBC Plaza, Makati. 
Call B1-OBAGI 
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2004 NU107 ROCK AWARDS 


YOYOY jammed while 
Yoy DING howled, and 
cops found ECS 


By Irene C. Perez and Marinel R. Cruz 


IT WAS a wet night, but it rocked. 


yee: 


Supertyphoon “Yoyong” did not stop hordes 
of artists, rockers, groupies, fans and wannabes 
from braving the fierce winds and trooping to 
the World Trade Center for the 2004 NU107 
Rock Awards last Thursday night. 

Radioactive Sago Project opened the event, 
called "Unsilent Night’—which featured 16 
awards, 15 bands, one foreign act, one mad 
downpour and thousands of damp bod- 
ies—with the cha-cha piece “Astro” and a 
beer-smashing skit. 

Four-man band Bamboo is the night's big 
winner, bagging the awards for Artist of the 
‘Year, Song of the Year for “Noypi,” Drummer of 
the Year for Vic Mercado and Listeners Choice. 

“Ies a big win for the rock scene, for Fil 
ipino music,” said frontman Bamboo Mañ- 
alac. 

Bamboo, who left the band Rivermaya 
some years ago, is pretty much delighted tobe 
back in the musie circuit. "I love the crowd,” 
he declared. “It's my job, I love what I do.” 

‘This married guy said there's no issue be- 
tween Bamboo and present-day Rivermaya 


BIG WINNER Bamboo, with vocalist 
boys who performed “Liwanag sa Dilim,” a 


Bamboo Mahalac looms like a giant 
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position as one of 
Hollywood's master 
storytellers” -Lous Hosson, sut vones: 
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"Monumentally ambitious, 
Oliver Stone's Alexander 
accomplishes the twin 
objectives of the epic biopi 
-ANKLE ELLINGSON, BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE 


“Phenomenal!” 


-Seram Har, HEAO REALM 


“Boldly acted, absorbing 
and satisfying as 
a history lesson.” s 


e me RONEN, 
ALEXI 


THE GREATEST LEGENDZOFJALL IS REAL 
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img: TE 
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potential videoke clessic which most people 
in the audience already know by heart. 

“We're good,” said Bamboo. "Mark [Escue- 
ta] and Rico [Blanco] are my still friends, no 
matter what.” 


Surprise act 

The Brit rock act The Barbs made a surprise 
appearance at the end of the show and per- 
formed “Massive Crush,” much to the paying- 
patrons’ delight. 

“The local rock scene here is amazing,” said 
vocalist Amy Casey. “It's more than we expect- 
ed. Everyone here is passionate about what 
they do. They really jump around. People are 
going f**king crazy!” 


FOLK FATHER Yoyoy makes merry 


Hot babes are Rock Awards staples, and this 


years pack included models Rissa Samson, 
Nicolette Bell, Cindy Kurleto and Reema Chan- 
co, movie sexpots Ara Mina, Asia Agcaoili and 
Julia Clarete, and teen star Chynna Ortaleza. 
So what's the controversy this year? You 
choose: Asia suggestively rubbing NU107 
president Atom Henares’ belt buckle and 
holding out a dildo-like contraption; Nathan 
giving Tim Yap a big hearty hug; or Yoyoy Vil- 
lame in a green jacket and Santa's hat jam- 


ming with Tropical Depression, Joey “Pepe” {SE 


‘Smith and Jr. Kidlat in a reggae act. 


"Yes, Yoyoy Villame was there with Typhoon P 


Yoyong. 


Winners all 

“Influence,” Urbandub’s second album, 
won Album of the Year. No mean feat for this 
indie band that shuttles between Cebu and 
Manila for gigs. 

“Astro” by Radioactive Sago Project won 
Best Rock Video. Mohawicsporting director 
R.A. Rivera, set to do videos for Drip (“Song 
#9"), Imago ("Taning") and Sago ("Mr. Pogi 
in Space"), was quite busy with the booze 
backstage that he almost didn't make itto say 
his thanks. 

Still backstage, <s>andwich drummer 
Mike Dizon grimaced in pain from severe 
muscle pain, and spent a couple of hours on 
his back, prompting his band mates to call 
medical help. 


R.A. Rivera, Rock Video of the 
Year director for Radioactive 
Sago Project's “Astro” 


ming when they did “We Are One,” won Best 
‘Album Packaging for “Noven: 

‘A moment of silence was observed for two 
guitarists who died this year: Kapatid's Chico 
Molina who shot himself and Greyhoundz's 
Allan Cudal who was in a ear accident, 

Goth band The Late isabel was the In the 
Raw awardee. Rock veterans The Jerks were 
not present to accept their Hall of fame award. 

Recently signed-up pop-rock act Orange 
and Lemons was voted Best New Artist. 

As for those who accuse the band of selling 


KIWAN and 
<s>andwich main 
man Marc Abaya 

on winning Producer 
of the Year for 
“Thanks to the 
Moon's Gravitational 
Pull”: "This is great, 
after our former 
record company 
dumped us.” 


Mike said it was due to stress and lack of out, frontman Marco Fundales said going 


sleep, but refused hospitalization and insisted 


on performing after finally propping himself 
up. He was still able to pound the drums for 


‘<s>andwich on “2 Trick Pony.” 

‘The band won Producer of the Year for 
their indie album “Thanks to the Moon's 
Gravitational Pull.” 

“Raymund [Marasigan] worked his ass 
off” said <s>andwich and Kjwan vocalist 
Marc Abaye. "And it wasa turning pointin our 
career because our record company dumped 
usand we started from zen 

He said it’s now straight indie for the band. 
“irs hard to get a record deal unless you're as 
big as Bamboo,” Marc said. “And there's a lot 
more money in going indie.” 


“No sellouts’ 
Jerome Velasco of The Mongols was voted 


over to Universal Records from Terno Record- 
ings was an experimental move. 

“TF it works out, OK: if not, w 
to being indie,” said Marco. 
don't have any money yet. 

‘Two new awards were given out this 
year: Rising Sun Award for Sponge 
Cola and Female Rock Icon Award 
for Cynthia Alexander. Unfortu- 
nately, both were a no-show. 

Cambio and Chicosci, a band 
preity popular with high 
school girls, performed. So 
did Kjwan, 6 Cycle Mind, 

Sugarfree, Ciudad, The 
Dawnand Kitchie Nadal. 

Judges included Martin 
Galan, acoustical engineer, 
consultant 


AMAZED. Brit act 
The Barbsin surprise 
appearance 


Guitarist of the Year and Buddy Zabala of Dawn manager: Jack Madrid, 


‘Twisted Halo and Cambio was Bassist of the 
year. Slapshock, which got the mosh slam- 
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MTV general manager; Christine |. 7 
Fonacier, MTV Ink editor; Jaime Fab- " 
regas, theater and movie acior; Myra" 
“Skarlet” Ruaro, Brownbeat All Stars vo- 
calist; Ray abella, musical arranger; Chikoy 5, 
Pura, The Jerks frontman; Patrick Reidenback --4 
of Club Dredd; and Wally Gonzales, Juan dela 
Cruz Band bassist. 

While tickets were sold for this year’s Rock. 
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GMA 7: WE DID NOT BREAK THE LAW 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


ORMER actress Amalia 
Fuentes last Tuesday 
said she was preparing 

to file a complaint against 

GMA 7s investigative pro- 

gram “Imbestigador” for tak- 

ing video footage inside her 
rest house in Nasugbu, Batan- 
gas, Without her permission. 

“Being part of the media doesn't 
give them access to every nook and 
cranny of my home,” the feisty actress 
told Inquirer Entertainment in a 
phone interview. “They can only come 
inside when I tell them so.” 

‘According to a statement GMA 7 
sent to INQUIRER Entertainment last 
Tuesday, “Imbestigador” aired a story 
last Saturday on a 15-year-old boy 
who claimed to have been “forced to 
serve Fuentes for months, allegedly as 
payment for a bracelet that [Fuentes] 
lost.” 


I 


The “Imbestigador” report 

4i also said Fuentes did not allow 

b Z4 the boy out of her house and 
57 refused to let his mother i 
when she came to visit her son. 


“ Documenting rescue 

According to the statement, 
“imbestigador,” merely “document- 
ed” the boy's “rescue,” which had 
been conducted by the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) and the Philippine National 
Police (PNP). 

“The cameraman, with the permis- 
sion of the caretaker, accompanied 
the boy to his quarters and took video 
footage of the boy while he was pack- 
ing his things,” the statement said. 
“The boy is now in the custody of the 
DSWD,” the statement said. 

“We're very sure that we neither vi- 
olated any law nor offended the sensi- 
bilities of the viewers because of our 
report,” declared broadcaster and 
"Imbestigador" host Mike Enriquez. 

But Fuentes insisted that the staff 
members of “Imbestigador” did not 
inform anyone of their intention to 
take video footage of the boy inside 

house. 

“One of my house helps even said 
he was pushed aside when he tried to 
stop the cameraman,” Fuentes added. 
“Because of what happened, 1 intend 
to have the security guards of this sub- 
division investigated, too. Why were 


these people allowed entry even when 
nobody approved ofit? 

“We made an effort to get both 
sides,” Enriquez told InguineR Enter- 
tainment in a phone interview last 
Sunday. “That's the standard process 
in every story. Our researchers called 
her twice, but she refused to answer.” 

But Fuentes, who said she had just 
arrived froma trip to Europe last Dec. 
1, said “Imbestigador” kept calling 
her house while she was away but not 
when she came back. “Because they 
knew 1 would not be able to talk to 
them,” she pointed out. “You know, I 
will not look for a fight but I will never 
run away from one.” 

"Imbestigador" said it acted on a 
phone call it had received through its 
Imbestigador Action Center. “We im- 
mediately started research work on 
it,” said the statement. “We inter- 
viewed the boy's parents and referred 
the case to the DSWD and the PNP” 

“We simply reported the story,” En- 
riquez pointed out. "We focused on 
the facts of the case. We had no other 
agenda. As for her complaint, we'll let 
our lawyers handle it. We can only 
commenton the facts at hand.” 

According to Fuentes, singer Ima 
Castro, one of her tenants, owns the 

tolen” bracelet. 

“We were able to recover it because 
the boy admitted to pawning it for 
P10,150. Tinubos ko pa nga,” she ex- 
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“Imbestigador” host Mike Enriquez. 


cleaning Ima's place. Ima said she also 
lost money at that time.” 


Mother's choice 

Because of the incident, Fuentes 
said she took the boy and his mother 
to the police, which recommended the 
filing of qualified theft against the 
boy. 

The first hearing was set on Dec. 2, 
but was reset to Jan. 2, said Fuentes. 

“When I found out that he was just a 
minor, 1 made his mother choose be- 
tween putting the boy behind bars 
and paying for the things he stole,” 
she said. "She said she'd pay for it. But 
they don't know where to get the mon- 
ey. She had no choice but to leave the 
boy to me. 

“He was under my care. I never de- 
tained him. I don't understand why 
his mother would ever think that I was 
keeping her son from him.” 

Fuentes was referring to an inci- 
dent when the boy's mother came to 
visit him but was not allowed to enter 
the subdivision, 

“The guards didn't know her,” 
Fuentes argued. “All she had to do was 
to tell us she was coming over. 

“I was just going to forget every- 
thing and sign an affidavit of desis- 
tance. But she had to do this to me,” 


ARIAT a 


Pinakamalaking 


plained. “He took it while he was sheadded. 


“Eat Bulaga!” special sabotaged? 


CABLE TV subscribers from Las Pifas, 
Parafiaque, San Pedro Laguna, Quezon City and 
some other areas in Manila were so frustrated 
because they missed the airing of the “Eat Bula- 
ga” siver anniversary special last Nov. 27. 

Right in time for the spectacular opening 
number, GMA channel signal on Sky Cable 
and Home Cable in the above went from bad 
to gone. GMA Nerwork's News and Public Af- 
fairs department, dzBB AM and the compa- 
nys telephone operator received many calls 
from cable subscribers in the affected areas 
who doubted the timing of the distortion and 
disappearance of GMAS signal on Sky Cable. 

GMA news interviewed some people from 
Sky Cable in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, who cited 
technical problems in their fiber optics as the 
cause of the signal disruption. In Las Piñas, a 
brownout at Sky Cable's substation was the 
apparent cause. 

‘The overnight TV rating of “Eat Bulaga” 
reached 37 points versus the competitor's 11 
points but the “Bulaga” rating could have 
been higher had the simultaneous signal dis- 
tortion incidents not occurred. 

Producers of “Eat Bulaga” promised to re- 
play the opening of the special this month. 

Was there sabotage, or was it mere coinci- 
dence? 


Reader writes 
TM GIVING way to this eyewitness account of 
a brawl involving South Border. 

“Hey, Dolly Anne. 

*] eat the Inquinen for breakfast and your 
column interests me no end. I'm writing 
about an incident involving South Border that 
1 witnessed last night at the MTV AIDS Sum- 
mit Concert at the Fort and left a bad taste in 
my mouth. Considering the gravity of the inci- 
dent, 1 felt it was my duty to expose it to the 
public and deflate the heads of these egoma- 
niacs. 

“My friend and I were at the artists’ en- 
trance of the venue at around 8:30 p.m. when 
our attention was caught by three burly secu- 
rity persons pushing two teenage guys to a 
shady spot that was a few yards away from us, 
They ganged up on them behind a portalet 
and we heard them hurling invectives at the 
two poor guys. We assumed that the 
teenagers had caused trouble at the concert 
orsligheed some performers at the event. 

“Then we saw members of South Border 
(Duncan, Vince and this other guy) appear, with 
grim look on their faces and closed fists as if 
ready to pounce on anybody. It was easy to fig- 
ture out that they were the artists offended by 
the two kids, We heard one guard said, 
Paghubarin yang mga yan! Sino pang mga 


DoityWoop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


kasama ninyo, ha?’ and they pulled this kid in a 
red shirt who really looked scared. The guards 
made the two kids squat behind the portalet 
and punched them in the back. Then they asked 
the band members to punch the kids some 
more, Vince and this other burly guy did. 

“The kid in the red shire was writhing in 
pain while rolling on the ground, clutching 
his sides. Still not satisfied, the guards made 
him stand up and told him to squat (‘Wag 
ninyong paalisin yan! Paiskwatin ninyo nang 
dalawang orast'). The band members immedi- 
ately left after punching the two kids. 

“l just can’t believe that members of South 
Border would physically assault some de- 
fenseless ‘average’ kids. If those kids might 
have slighted them, they should've under- 
stood it by now that they are celebrities and 
they would have their share of haters. 

“And those security guards! I don’t have 
enough foul words for them! Those kids were 
there to have a good time. Instead those 
guards made punching bags out of them. And 
to think that event was supposed to have been 
held fora good cause! 

“Poolpizzen.” 


‘Bitag’ 

IN ITS more than two years of airing, “Bitag” 
has entrapped syndicates and other bad ele- 
ments, with producer/director/host Ben Tul- 
fo, personally supervising and executing all 
the operations. A lot of the successful opera- 
tions of “Bitag” are picked up by other prime 
time news programs in leading networks. 

One of the missions of Ben Tulfo was the 
fall of the No. 2 man in human trafficking in 
the country, with the help of the CIDG-Anti 
Organized Crime and Businessman's Concern 
Division (AOCBCD). 

"Bitag" now airs every Saturday, 9-10 p.m. 
on IBC 13. 

“Its nat a job for me but a way of life,” says 
Ben “Bitag,” “I am and 1 will always be è 
Ronin, or a masterless warrior. Lam not at the 
mercy of the networks unlike other hosts.” 


Obagi in town 
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Stocks end higher 


STOCKS ended a 
three-day losing 
streak and 
moved higher 

yesterday on relief that Fitch LT 

Ratings kept its ratings on the 

country's sovereign debt and 

only cut its outlook. 

But analysts sald gains 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo following criteria as the country's 


top investment weaknesses: bu- 
reaueratic red tape, economic in- 
stability, changing policies, gov- 
ernment attitude, transport in- 
frastructure, currency volatility 
and political instability. 

The top three weaknesses were 
mostly unchanged in the past five 
years except political instability, 
which fell to seventh from second 
in 2003. 


Respondents also put forward 
the following recommendations 
tothe government: 

reduce graft and corruption 
by means of a few “high profile” 
imprisonment, especially among 
erring police and military officers; 

œ rationalize the tax and in- 
centives system for investment to 
make it competitive with those of 
other Asian countries; 

improve investment in infras- 
tructure especially in the power 
sector considering looming short- 
age, and at the same time provide 
guarantees of non-impairment of 
‘contracts with private firms; 

© liberalize the business envi- 
ronment, stop being protectionist 
and privatize government busi- 


MALAYSIA and Vietnam are leaving the country behind in the 
list of preferred investment sites for multinational companies 
inthe region, the Wallace Business Forum reported yesterday. 
‘The report also showed that Malaysia and South Korea as the 
MNC leaders overwhelmingly preferred investment site in Asia. 
hoped for improved governance The country’s ranking fluctuat- 
of the country in terms of clearer ed from sixth in the 2003 survey 
policies, strong enforcement of and eighth in 2002. 
laws, steady rules that are not. Viemnam placed eighth in 2003 
changed midstream, and respect and seventh in 2003 while 
for business contracts. Malaysia's ranking moved fom At the same time, the corporate 
WBF chief Peter Wallace said in seventh in 2003 and third in 2002. executives listed the following as 
a press briefing that the findings Wallace said PCUP members’ the country’s top investment 
were part of the results of the perception of business conditions strengths: worker education level, 
2004 corporate performance sur- in the country was almost un- their proficiency in the English lan- 
vey that covered WBF's Philip- changed from when the survey guage, quality and quantity of mid- 
pine Corporate Update Program. was conducted in 2003. dle management and technical 
Wallace explained that thesur- "Majority or 53 percent said people, comfortable local lifestyle, 
vey was conducted last Septem- business conditions were the availabilty of needed skilled or se- 
berand that 49 ofthe 140 compa- same as the previous year while mi-skilled workers, attitude to for- 
nies under the PCUP were polled. 28 percent said it was worse,” he eigners by business associates, 


nimize judicial interven- 
tion in legitimate business opera- 


The respondents were spread said. “Only 15 percent said it was ability to accept Western business 
out over varied industries with somewhat better and nobody practices, labor reliability attitude 
consumer and industrial manufac- said it was much better.” to foreigners by the public, and 
turing, chemicals and pharmaceu- “Clearly, business sentiment quality of business partners. 


tions, and 

address the public sector 
deficit and debt issues promptly 
and more decisively. a 


‘were tempered by worries 

over possible credit down- 

grades by other agencies such 
‘STOCKS/82 


Gov't debt rises 
to P3.63T 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL government's outstanding 
debt rose to P3.63 trillion in August due to 
higher foreign and domestic borrowings cou- 
pled with the depreciation of the peso. 

‘The P3.63-trillion obligation of the nation- 
al government as of August was 1.4 percent 
higher than the P3.58 trillion recorded the 
previous month. 

Documents from the Department of Fi- 
nance showed that the debt figure for August 
consisted of P1.9 trillion worth of domestic 
borrowings and P1.73 trillion worth of for- 
eign liabilities. 

‘The amount of foreign debt in August 
rose by 2.2 percent from July. The DOF 
said in a statement that the increase in ex- 
ternal borrowings was due to P20 billion 
worth of net availment, P10 billion worth 
of net depreciation of third currencies 
against the US dollar, and P6 billion in de- 
preciation of the peso against the green- 
back. 

‘The amount of domestic borrowing in 
August at P1.9 trillion was 0.7 percent 
higher than in July. The DOF said the in- 
crease was caused by the issuance of P1 bil- 
lion worth of government securities and 
other “domestic adjustments” worth P13 
billion. 

‘The debt burden has been growing because 
of the budget deficits that the government in- 
curred over the past several years. 

‘The government is targeting to begin eas- 
ing its debt burden only in 2009 or 2010 
when it expects to have wiped out its budget 
deficit. 

‘The government's gaping budget deficit 

GOVTIB2 


Ecozone exports 
jump 13.696 


‘TOTAL exports from the country’s economic 
zones remained on an uptrend as receipts 
jumped 13.6 pereent to $25.6 billion in the 
first 10 months from $22.5 billion a year 
ago. 

‘The Philippine Economie Zone Authority 
reported that the 10-month export revenues 
of $5.7 billion from the four public ecozones 
hardly expanded from last year’s. 

Baguio City Economic Zone shipped out 
$2.43 billion worth of products; Cavite Eco- 
nomic Zone, $1.72 billion; Mactan Economic 
Zone, $1.34 billion, and Bataan Economic 
Zone, $243 million. 

Of the public ecozones, Bataan posted the 
biggest increase in exports at 9.2 percent 
from 5222.5 million in the first 10 months last 
year. Baguio reported a 5-percent decrease 
from $2.55 billion in the same period in 
2003. 

The private or special economic zones 
(SEZs) shipped out a total of 519.7 billion 
worth of products, an increase of 18.2 percent 
from $16.6 billion last year. 

‘The top five SEZ exporters were Laguna 
Technopark Ine. with $6.5 billion; Gate- 
way Business Park, $3.6 billion; Amkor 
Technology SEZ, $1.9 billion; Carmelray 
Industrial Park I, $865.2 million, and 
Carmelray Industrial Park If, $649.7 mil- 
lion, 

ECOZONE/B2 


[TTITTTTTTSEEEE] 
(Sea stock market report on Page 82) 


tical, udlities and power, business has yet to recover and is still well The report added that overall, 
services, and trading among them. below its peak immediately prior the resulting index of investment 
‘The ‘survey found that the to the Asian financial crisis of attractiveness showed the busi- 
Philippines ranked seventh after 1998,” Wallace said. ness sentiment seemed to be 
China, India, Thailand, Vietnam, The respondents identified the more neutral than positive. 


Finally, Wallace said the coun- 
trys leadership was a significant 
factor in the country’s attractive- 
ness to investors. “It is the leader 
that matters.” 
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Asian Care for Asian Eyes 


Nothing beats an 
eye checkup every year 


Don’t let the 
best years of your life 
fade away with age 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


MAJOR PROPERTY firms said 
they did not see a substantial im- 
pact on real estate operations of a 
Malacafiang order suspending 
logging activities following killer 
floods and landslides. 

Ahigh-ranking official at Ayala 
Land Ine. said there were alterna- 
tives for property firms such as 
“engineered wood” or synthetic 
‘wood used for floors or kitchen 
cabinets, which are imported 
mostly from China. 

This may increase costs since 
the materials are imported, but 
local property executives said this 
had been done in the past. 

“We don't anticipate any major 
effect. Itis a selective log ban, which 
won't make itas easy to source 
ber as before,” the ALI official said. 

The official also said that all of 
ALTs projects would continue. 
“Nothing will stop because of the 
log ban.” 

During the nine-month period, 
ALI spent P5.55 billion or 58 per- 
cent of the P9.52-billion budget 
for projects for itself and its sub- 
sidiaries for the year The bulk 
was used for residential building 
projects such as Serendra, One 


Gov't debt . 


From pagabi 
and burgeoning debt are the 
main factors the country is con- 
fronted witha fiscal problem and 
threats of a credit-rating down- 
grade. 

Earlier, London-based ratings 
firm Fitch Ratings downgraded 
its outlook on the Philippines 
from stable to negative, although 
it retained the country's credit 
rating at BB. 

Ratings firm Moodys In- 
vestors Service, for its part, is 


Legazpi Park, The Columns and 
One Aeropolis. The rest was used 
for the development of shopping 
centers, primarily Market! Mar- 
ketl, build-to-suit office build- 
ings, residential subdivision pro- 
jects and equity investments. 

Residential developer Belle 
Corp. also said there were other 
alternatives available in the mar- 
ket aside from lumber that may 
havea minimal effect on costs fo 
the company, company vice chair 
Willy Ocier said. 

The bulk of the sales revenues 
during the first nine months for 
Belle was from Phase 1 of its farm 
lots subdivision project, Planta- 
tion Hills in Batangas, which was 
launched last year. Roughly 80 
percent of the project has been 
completed. Total operating ex- 
penses climbed 33 percent to 
P70.3 million from P52.9 million 
in the nine-month period due to 
the heightened development ac- 
tivities in Plantation Hills, prepa- 
rations for three additional phas- 
es for this project and prepara- 
tions for Saratoga Hill 
house-and-lot subdivision project 
located close to Plantation Hills 
Saratoga was planned for launch 
within this year. 


assessing whether to push 
through with its earlier warning 
of downgrading the country's 
credit rating. Representatives of 
Moody's were in the country last 
week to evaluate the country's 
fiscal situation. 

‘The Arroyo administration is 
pushing for several revenue-rais- 
ing measures, such as higher tax- 
es and reduced fiscal incentives, 
to plug the budget gap and meet 
its medium-term goal of a zero 
budget deficit. 


Stocks end higher 


From page Bt 
as Moody's, which is expected to 
release its own report soon. 
“Investors will be awaiting the 
verdict of Moody's Investors Ser- 
vice, which on Monday finished 
its country review. It is widely ex- 


A simple eye examination can detect 


early signs of cataract. 


The golden years are filed with warm family gatherings and 


the smiles of grandchildren. But as we age, our risk of 


blindness from cataract increases. 


The symptoms of cataract are quite varied. Changes in 


colon perception and frequent changes in eyeglass prescription 
are just some of the more subtle and lesser known symptoms. 


‘Treatments for cataract have improved, making more 


efficient surgical procedures available. 


Visit your eye doctor today and find out more about cataract. 


Because there's so much to look forward to, 


* AE! ie part of the U.S. Embassy Business Service Provider Network 
‘and ia aceredited by Health Vision Corp. and Prestige International 


Asian Eye Institute 


‘Sth & 10th Fidors, Phinma Plaza, Rockwell Center, Makati City + Tel (532) 888-2020 


Email: eyehelp@asianayainstituce.com * Website: www.asiansyeinattute.com 


pected to issue a ratings down- 
grade,” said ATR Kim Eng Securi- 
ties research head Luz Lorenzo. 
“Less than this, asin the case of 
Fitch, and we will hear a big sigh 
of relief from the investment 
community.” Reuters 
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From page BI 


Gateway Business 
Park posted the 
biggest increase at 
147 percent from 
$1.46 billion in the 
first 10 months of 
2003 while top SEZ 
exponer Laguna 
Technopark reported 
a growth of 5 per- 
cent. 

Amkor and 
Carmelray 1 posted 
increases of 86 per- 
cent and 33 per- 
cent, respectively, 
but Carmelray I re- 
ported a decrease in 
exports by 71 per- 
cent. 

Information tech- 
nology parks and 
buildings earned a 
total of $157.8 mil- 
lion in receipts, an in- 
crease of 58.7 per- 
cent from $99.4 mil- 
lion. 

The top five IT 
buildings and parks 
as of end-October 
were: RCBC Place In- 
formation, earning 
$46.4 million; East- 
wood City Cyber 
Park, $44.3 million; 
Pacific. Information 
Technology, 519.6 
million: PBCom Tow- 
ex, 5145 million, and 
E-Square Informa- 
tion Technology, $8.7 
million, 

Total employment 
in the ecozones rose 
11.8 percent, with 
some 604,000 work- 
ers hired directly and 
about 403,000 em- 
ployed indirectly. 

The top three em- 
ployers were the 
Cavite ecozone with 
about 74,000; Lagu- 
na Technopark, 
63,000, and Mactan 
ecozone, 43,000. 
Ronnel W. Domingo 
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DISCLOSURES 


AYALA Land Inc. declared cash dividends of P0.03 per share to all out- 
standing shares as of record date Dec. 28, payable on Jan. 25, 2005. 
AYALA Land will hold its annual stockholders meeting on April 6, 2005 at 
the Grand Baliroom, Hotel intercontinental Manila, Ayala Genter, Makati City. 
MONDRAGON International Philippines Inc. said it has not received of- 
ficial notice from the Securities and Exchange Commission about its re- 
ported suspension and the revocation of the registration of its unit Mon- 
dragon Leisure and Resorts Corp. 

ATR KIM Eng Financial Corp. said an investment group led by its sub- 
sidiary ATR-Kim Eng Capital Partners inc. committed to participate in a 
$1.5 milion private equity fund, Rimasia Capital Partners. L.P. ATRKE Cap- 
itai will directly contribute $500,000. Compiled by D.. Yap, PDI Research 
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3 bidders vie for Cirio’s 
40% stake in Del Monte 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


ITALIAN food company Cirio Finanziara 
S.p.A is in advanced talks with three bid- 
ders interested in its 40-percent stake in 
Singaporelisted manufacturing firm Del 
Monte Pacific Ltd., which owns the brand 
rights over Del Monte products in the 
Philippines and in the Indian subcontinent. 

DMPL said in a disclosure to the Stock Ex- 
change of Singapore that Cirio will select a 
winning bidder ifthe terms are acceptable, 
after which it will proceed with the sale ofits 
39.99 percentstake in the company. 

‘The final bidders were not identified. 

MPL, however said that MCI Inc, the hold- 
{ng company ofthe Lorenzo family hasa right to 
‘march any final offer that Cirio will accept. 

The Lorenzo family holds a 22-percent 


stake in DMPL. 

“However, shareholders should be aware 
that there is no assurance that a definitive 
agreement will be signed with any party 
and there is no certainty that a general of- 
fer for DMPL will take place,” DMPL said in 
its statement. 

Cirio earlier defaulted on more than 1 
billion euros, approximately $1.33 billion 
in 2002 and is now under liquidation. 

‘Administrators have been selling its as- 
sets to raise cash to partly repay debt, and 
the 40 percent stake in DMPL was estimat- 
ed to be worth about $180 million. 

Del Monte recently announced an 18- 
percent increase in its third-quarter 
turnover this year to $51 million from a 
year ago, while net profit rose by 34 per- 
cent to $4.5 million. 


Bo) 


Thrift banks’ bad loans 
ratio down to 11.67% 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE NON-PERFORMING loans of 
Philippine thrift banks declined to 
11.67 percent of their total portfolio 
as of end-July, from 12.07 percent in 
the previous month, the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas reported yesterday. 

‘The improvement was attributed 
tothe 3-percent decline in their actu- 
al NPLs combined with the 0.3-per- 
cent expansion of their total loan 
portfolio during the period. 

The endJuly NPL ratio of thrift 
banks was also 1.33 percentage 
points lower than the 13 percent ratio 
ayearago. 

Exclusive ofinter-bank loans, these 


banks’ NPL ratio stood at 12.04 per- 
cent, or 0.45 percentage point lower 
than the 12.49 percent ratio a month 
ago. 

“The ratio of real and other proper- 
ties owned and acquired to gross as- 
sets rose by 0.49 percentage points to 
11.53 percent from 11.04 percent a 
month ago. It was also 1.81 percent- 
age points higher than the 9.72 per- 
cent ratioa year ago. 

Of the sector's total loan portfolio, 
256 percent represented restruc- 
tured loans. 

In the meantime, the non-per- 
forming assets of the banking indus- 
try reached 16.88 percent of total 
assets, up from 16.64 percent a 


month ago and 16.31 percent a year 
ago. 

The BSP said this was due primar- 
ily to the industry's continuing ef- 
forts to foreclose mortgaged assets. 
It is also partly due to “the con- 
tained” expansion of the banks’ 
gross assets during the month, the 
BSP added. 

‘The industry's non-performing as- 
sets rose by 1.9 percent to P50 billion, 
while gross assets grew at a slower 
pace. 

‘The NPLs covered by loss provi- `- 
sions—or the NPL coverage ra- 
tio—improved to 38.54 percent from 
38.24 percent a month ago and 37.7 
percent a year ago. 


LBP plans to bid out P10B in idle assets 


PSBank 


STATE-OWNED Land Bank of the 
Philippines plans to bid out P10 
billion worth of idle assets, possi- 
bly under another special pur- 
pose vehicle (SPV) deal. 

This is to follow the recent dis- 
posalofP13.5 billion worth of bad 
loans under the SPV network. 

in a press briefing yesterday 
Landbank president Gary Teves said 
the bank would continue pursuing 
efforts to get rid of bad assets, par- 
ticularly real and other properties 
‘owned and acquired (ropoas).. 

“We'll look for buyers for the 
remaining NPLs (non-performing 
loans) and ropoas,” Teves said. 

He said the bank's asset recov- 
ery group would be asked to pre- 
sent in the next board meeting a 
proposal to clean up the remain- 
ing P16 billion in ropoas. He said 
the bank would aim to unload at 


5 
TEVES 
least P10 billion soon. 

‘After recently forging an agree- 
ment to sell P13.5 billion worth of 
bad loans to Deutsche Bank Cargill 
Financial Services Intemational Inc. 
and JP Morgan, Landbank's NPL ra- 
tio declined to only 8 percent from 
14 percent of its total portfolio. 


Smart bucks proposed 
frequency fee formula 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


SMART Communications Inc. 
may have to shell out more than 
P155 million to pay the National 
Telecommunications Commis- 
sion for the use of radio frequen- 
cies. 

This, according to a Smart offi- 
cial, isthe additional cost the tel- 
co will have to pay if the NTC's 
plan to base the spectrum users 
fee on the number of subscribers, 
instead of the number of base sta- 
tions, would push through. 

‘The company yesterday said 
this plan of the NTC was unrea- 
sonable and had no legal basis. 

Rogelio Quevedo, head of 
Smarts legal and carrier busi- 
ness, said the regulators plan 
wouid only encourage the hoard- 
ing of frequency spectrum band. 

The cash rich subsidiary of 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. said it had 17.5 million 
subscribers as of end-September. 

Globe Telecom Inc., for its part, 
said it would study first the NTC 
formula before making any com- 
ment. The joint venture of Ayala 
Corp. and Singapore Telecom 
counted 11.7 million subscribers 
as of end-September. Third play- 
er Sun Cellular said it broke the 1 


million mark in November. 

A draft NTC circular provides 
for the imposition of a spectrum. 
fee of PI million for every 
100,000 additional subscribers in 
excess of wo million. For mobile 
phone operators with two million 
or below customers, the old rate 
will remain, 

Quevedo said the NTC, at pre- 
sent, based the computation of 
spectrum fee on the amount of 
spectrum used, the type of service 
being offered and the economic 
classification of the areas covered 
by the radio stations. 

“The proposed revisions will 
penalize carriers that make use of 
their assigned spectrums more ef- 
ficiently than the others,” the 
Smart lawyer said. 

NTC chair Ronald Solis said 
the NTC plan would allow the 
agency to raise more funds for the 
government, as well as ensure a 
more accurate reporting of sub- 
scriber base of the telcos. 

Quevedo, however, stressed 
that it was not the NTC's mandate 
to raise revenue, 

He said the effective and effi- 
cient use of the spectrum should 
be the basis for the award of the 
spectrum, not the funds that 
would be raised. 


DOE, Malampaya group 
sign new pricing deal 


By Abigail L. Ho 


PUBLIC utility vehicles that will 
use natural gas can buy their fuel 
requirements at almost half the 
price of diesel as the Department 
of Energy signs today a new pric- 
ing agreement with the Malam- 
paya Deep Water Gas-to-Power 
Project consortium members. 

While the new memorandum 
of agreement would peg Malam- 
paya-sourced natural gas at a 
price higher than that provided in 
an earlier agreement, Energy Un- 
dersecretary Peter Anthony 
‘Abaya said the price of the com- 
pressed natural gas (CNG) that 
‘would be sold to the public trans- 
port sector would still be around 
half that of diesel, 

“The new price would be high- 
er as certain aspects of setting up 
mother-daughter (CNG refilling) 
stations were missed out during 
the earlier negotiations,” he said. 

Under the old agreement, the 
Malampaya consortium agreed to 
sell CNG to be bought from the 
Malampaya gas field at P8.46 a 
liter for the first 18 months, 


P9.01 a liter for the next 18 
months; P9.56 a liter for the suc- 
ceeding two years, and P10.11 a 
liter for the remaining two years. 

These prices, averaging at 
P9.36 a liter in seven years, were 
put in place to encourage trans- 
port groups to participate in the 
government's seven-year Natural 
Gas Vehicle Program for Public 
“Transport (NGVPPT). 

Instead of using different prices 
spread over seven years, Abaya 
said the new agreement would use 
a single price for all seven years of 
the NGVPPT's implementation. 

‘Apart from a change in the CNG 
pricing, the new agreement will 
remove the exclusivity provision 
that Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp., a sister of Malampaya con- 
sordum member Shell Philippines 
Exploration BV (Spex), is sup- 
posed to enjoy in the establish- 
ment of “daughter” refilling sta- 
tions in key points in the country 

Abaya said striking out this ex- 
clusivity provision would pro- 
mote competition in the CNG in- 
dustry and allow the entry of new 
investments into the country, 


During the last bidding, how- 
ever, Landbank was unable to sell 
the ropoa portion of the assets of- 
fered to foreign investors. 

‘The bank tapped mostly foreign 
bidders during the first round of 
the asset sale, Teves said. 

He said the bank would offer the 
remaining assets to local investors. 
He said the local market might be 
more generous in terms of pricing. 

“They are more familiar with 
the domestic environment and 
there are no ownership restric- 
tions,” Teves said. 

One strategy eyed by the bank 
to make its property auctions 
‘more attractive to local investors 
is to divide the assets into smaller 


framework involved mostly 
NPLs, rather than ropoas. 

‘The SPV Law of 2002 intends 
to help banks get rid of their NPAs 
by waiving some of the taxes and 
reducing fees imposed on the sale 
or transfer of assets. The law 
waived the documentary stamp 
tax, capital gains tax and e-VAT 
(expanded value added tax) and 
likewise reduced the registra- 
tion/transfer fees by 50 percent. 

The tax relief and other bene- 
fits under the SPV Law are avail- 
able only up to April 8 next year. 

Teves also announced that 
Landbank chalked up a net profit 
of P19 billion from January to 
October, representing 86 percent 
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The successful assets disposal 
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ofits 2004 target of P2.2 billion. 

“We're looking at P2.5 bilo 
in net profit for next year,” Teves 
said. Doris C. Dumlao 
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China’s biggest computer maker acquires IBM’s PC business 


BEVING—Chinese computer 
maker Lenovo Group said 
Wednesday it will take over IBM 
Corp.'s personal computer busi- 
ness, creating the world's third- 
Jargest PC maker in a $1.75-bil- 
lion deal that announces China's 
ambitions to become a key player 
in the global industry. 

The deal—one of the biggest 
foreign acquisitions ever by a Chi- 
nese company—is expected to 
quadruple sales of Lenovo, al- 
ready Asia's biggest computer 
maker, the companies said. 

Atthe same time, it shifts Inter- 
national Business Machines Corp. 
to a peripheral role in a technolo- 
gy it pioneered. 

Lenovo, formerly known as 
Legend, joins a wave of Chinese 
firms with aggressive plans to ex- 
pand abroad. 


“This acquisition will allow 
Chinese industry to make signifi- 
cant inroads on its path to global- 
ization” Lenovo chair Liu 
Chuanzhi said at a news confer- 
ence. “It has changed the struc- 
ture of the global PC manufactur- 
ing business.” 

‘Lenovo will take over IBM's 
desktop PC business, including 
research, development and man- 
ufacturing for $1.25 billion (946 
million euro) in cash and shares, 
while IBM retains an 18.9-per- 
cent stake, Liu said. 

Lenovo also agreed to take on 
liabilities that raise the total val- 
ue of the deal for IBM to 51.75 
billion (1.32 billion euro). 

‘The Chinese company will be 
allowed to use IBM's brand name 
under a licensing agreement, Liu 
said. 


Japan avoids recession, 
grows by 0.1% in Q3 


TOKYO—Japan just missed 
falling into recession after revised 
third quarter figures Wednesday 
showed much lower-than-expect- 
ed growth of 0.1 percent as the 
government insisted the econo- 
my faces only a temporary slow- 
down. 

‘The Cabinet Office said gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth 
of0.1 percent in the three months 
to September gave an annualized 
gain of 0.2 percent under a new. 
methodology, compared with 0.1 
percent and 0.3 percent in pre- 
liminary data. 

Analysts had been expecting 
the revised figures to show a gain 
of 0.3-0.4 percent on the quarter 
and 1.2-1.8 percent annualized, 
especially in view of strong cor- 
porate capital spending figures 
announced last week. 

The Cabinet Office also said 
that under the new system of 
compiling the data, the economy 
had actually contracted 0.1 per- 
cent in the April-June quarter af- 
ter expanding 1.7 percent in the 
January-March quarter. 

A recession is broadly defined 
as two consecutive quarters of 
negative growth, meaning 
Japan's economy just scraped by 
and came very close to a halt in 
the third quarter. 

A key factor in the poor perfor- 
mance was private consumption, 
‘which was much weaker-than- 
pected, increasing only 0.2 per- 
cent in the third quarter, down 
from the 0.9-percent rise report- 
ed in the original estimate. 


Even though an improved la- 
bor market has helped cheer con- 
sumer sentiment, it has not made 
amajor change in average dispos- 
able income, Economy and Fiscal 
Minister Heizo Takenaka told re- 
porters. 

Despite the figures, the market 
too appeared to look on the more 
positive side, coming off early 
lows. The Tokyo Stock Ex: 
change's benchmark Nikkei-225 
index finished 67.74 points or 
0:62 percent higher at 
10,941.37. 

Investors may have been react- 
ing to one undoubtedly bright 
point—corporate spending on 
plant and equipment was revised 
sharply to 1.1 percent growth 
against an initial estimate ofa 0.2 
percent fall. 

At the same time, export 
growth was revised up to 0.6 per- 
cent from the initial 0.4 percent, 
providing some relief that the 
economy's key driver remains on 
course even as the dollar tum- 
bles, threatening overseas rev- 
enues. 

There have been fears that a 
soft patch in the US economy, 
Japan's No. 1 export market, and 
‘redit-rightening aimed at cool- 
ing off the red-hot Chinese econ- 
omy could stifle hit Japanese ex- 
ports, 

Masaaki Kanno, chief 
economist for Japan at-JP Mor- 
gan Securities Asia, said nonethe- 
less that the downside risks for 
Japan remained “quite big” with 
Wednesday's data. AFP 


Colgate-Palmolive to cut 
4,400 jobs, restructure 


NEW YORK—Colgate-Palmolive 
Co., which makes consumer 
products including Ajax deter- 
gent and Irish Spring soap, plans 
to cut its worldwide workforce by 
about 12 percent, or about 4,400 
jobs, and close one-third of its 
factories as part of a four-year 
plan aimed at boosting its sales 
and profits. 

The company said Tuesday it 
would reduce its global work- 
force from its current level of 
37,000 and close a third of its 78 
factories worldwide during the 
course of the four-year restruc- 
turing effort. The savings would 
be invested in sales and market- 
ing initiatives, 

During a conference call with 
investors on Tuesday, chair and 
CEO Reuben Mark said that the 


Nikkei up, 


SINGAPORE—A recovering dollar 
lifted Tokyo's main stock index on 
Wednesday as exporters gained, but 
Asian mining, steel and oil shares 
slipped on weaker metal prices and a 
fall in the cost of crude to a three- 
month low. 

Weak Japanese economic growth 
data capped stock market gains and 
lifted Japanese government bonds. 
European shares were set to open 
lower after US stocks were dragged 
lower by a drop in oil company is- 
sues. 

Gold dropped sharply as the dol- 
lars recovery sent the euro back be- 
low 51.34. 

‘The dollar climbed to 103.58 yen 
from 102.97 yen in late New York 
trade and a five-year low of 101.83 
yen hit last week, 

‘Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei aver- 
age closed up 0.62 percent at 
10,941.37, lifted by exporters such 


job cuts would come mostly from 
manufacturing, and said that fac- 
tories--boch general plants and 
special purpose plants—are be- 
ing closed worldwide. 

The news sent Colgate's stock 
up $3.64 to $49.93 in late trading 
on the New York Stock Exchange. 

The moves come as the con- 
sumer products industry has been 
grappling with higher costs in 
raw materials, gas and packag- 
ing, all of which have put more 
pressure on companies” bottom 
lines. 

Colgate-Palmolive is also 
faced with increasing competi- 
tion from rivals like Procter & 
Gamble Co., which have stepped 
up the number of new products 
and ramped up advertising 
spending. AP 


‘The companies appear to have 
structured the deal to ensure that 
IBM retains a say in the PC busi- 
ness, despite its small stake. 

Lenovo Group's worldwide PC 
business will move its headquar- 
ters to New York. 

Lenovo was founded in 1984 
by academics at the government- 
backed Chinese Academy of Sci- 
ences and first worked out of a 
small cottage. 

First set up to distribute equip- 
ment made by IBM and other 
companies, by 1990 it was selling 
PCs under its own brand name. 

TBM now focuses on consulting 
and software, outsourcing mi 
of ts manufacturing. 

The sale to Lenovo is expected 
to cut production costs and 
breathe new life into the PC busi- 
ness, which now accounts for a 


small portion of IBM's total sales 
and profits. 

“The IBM brand will gain great 
recognition in China, the world's 
fastest growing economy and the 
world's fastest growing market 
for PCs,” said John Joyce, IBM se- 
nior vice president and group ex- 
ecutive of IBM Global Services. 

Beijing-based Lenovo has 27 
percent of China's computer mar- 
ket. Its shares are traded in Hong 
Kong. 

The deal follows numerous 
troubled mergers of hardware 
makers. 

‘AT&T Corp. lost billions after 
its 1991 union with NCR Corp. 


‘And Compaq Computer Corp.'s 
1998 takeover of Digital Equip- 
ment Corp. promised benefits 


that never materialized, 

Lenovo will need to branch out 
in services and other areas as 
profit margins for manufacturing. 
shrink, said Duncan Clark, man- 
aging director of the consulting 
firm BDA China Led. 

“It’s not going to be easy, but 
they're certainly not shying away 
from any of these challenges,” 
Clark said 

He suggested Lenovo call the 
new venture “Big Red”—a play 
on IBM's Big Blue nickname and 
China's red national flag. 

Both IBM and Lenovo have 
seen profit margins suffer amid 
aggressive competition. 

IBM had 5 percent of the 
worldwide PC market in 2004, 
selling 6.8 million units, accord- 
ing to Garmer Inc., a US technol- 
ogy consulting firm. 


‘That compares with 16.4 per- 
cent for Dell Inc. and 13.9 per- 
cent for Hewlett-Packard inc», 
which makes the HP and Compaq 
brands. Lenovo ranks fifth in 
sales worldwide. 

Chinese firms’ ambitions will 
only grow, Clark said. 

“It’s this combination of this 
large market, manufacturing 
base, engineering talent,” plus 
government encouragement to 
Chinese companies to make their 
mark abroad, he said. 

Lenovo's’ announcement 
‘Wednesday followed reports that 
a deal was imminent. As specula- 
tion mounted Tuesday, IBM's 
stock fell $1.57 per share to 
$96.10 in trading on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Shares rose 10 cents in after- 
hours trading, to $96.20. AP 


LOWER OUTPUT 


Opec hawks want prices 


VIENNA, Austria—Raise prices. Ease produc- 
tion. For weeks ahead of this week's Opec 
meeting, hawks in the organization have been 
talking tough about the need to keep oil rev- 
enues high—and lowering output. 

‘With the organization pumping about one 
million barrels a day above its official produc- 
tion ceiling—and prices well below the highs 
of a few months ago—sentiment for scaling 
back on production is shared even by some 
countries that normally take a more re- 
strained stance. 

Qatar, Kuwait and Libya appear to have aban- 
doned traditional ally Saudi Arabia, joining Iran 
and Venezuela in urging compliance with Opecs 
official quota of 27 million barrels a day. 

“We will determine if the over production 
of oil in the market makes it necessary to call 
for (members) to go back to the quotas previ- 
ously established,” Venezuelan Oil Minister 
Rafael Ramirez told a press briefing in Cara- 
cas on Tuesday. 

“Venezuela would probably support” cut- 
ting overproduction before asking for a quota 
reduction, Ramirez said, adding that his 
country will support Opec members’ consen- 
sus decision. 

‘There are also some suggestions for raising 
Opecs price band for crude. 

‘Purnomo Yusgiantoro, Indonesia's oil min- 
ister and Opec’s secretary general, said this 
week that such a move would be justified be- 
cause of "the inflation that occurred since 
2001 and the depreciation of the dollar” 
against other major currencies. 

‘The group's price band is now between $22 
and $28 a barrel. Officials from both Iran and 
Venezuela--Opec's No. 2 and No. 3 produc- 
ers-have said recently they would like to see 
the low end at abour 530 a barrel. 

The United Arab Emirates’ new energy 


US productivity 


WASHINGTON—The US economic outlook 
dimmed on Tuesday after reports said busi- 
ness productivity grew more slowly in the 
third quarter than first estimated, labor costs 
rose and other indicators signaled softening 
activity. 

Chain store sales fell in the crucial shop- 
ping period after Thanksgiving, planned job 
cuts climbed during November and a survey 
of consumer confidence waned in possible 
pointers that the economy tempered its pace 
in the final months of the year. 

‘The Labor Department said nonfarm busi- 
ness productivity, or worker output per hour, 
grew at a 1.8 percent annual rate in the July 
to September period—the slowest clip since 
the fourth quarter of 2002. It also nudged up 
growth in unit labor costs to a 1.8-percent 
pace ina potential boost to inflation. 

Wall Street had expected an upward revi- 
sion to productivity growth to a 2 percent rate 
from an originally reported third-quarter 
pace of 1.9 percent. 

Productivity in the second quarter grew at 
arate of 3.9 percent, 


other stocks down 


as Honda and Canon 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng dropped 
0.48 percent by midday to 14,166.85, 
and an MSCI index of nonJapan 
shares fell 1.23 percent to a two-week 
low of 252.14. 

China oil firm CNOOC fell 2.4 per- 
cent and Japan's AOC dropped 4.9 
percent after crude prices hit a new 
three-month low in early Asian trade 
as mild winter weather in the United 
States and expectations of a rise in 
heating fuel stocks kept downward 
pressure on the market. 

BHP Billiton, the world’s biggest 
diversified miner, fell one percent in 
Australia as base metals prices eased, 
and Nippon Steel fell 0.4 percent in 
Tokyo after UBS downgraded the 
global steel sector on prospects for 
lower prices next year. 

Weakness in BHP and fellow min- 
er Rio Tinto helped send Australia’s 
S&P ASX 200 down three-quarters 


ofa percent. 

Lenovo remained suspended in 
Hong Kong after the Chinese comput- 
er maker struck a landmark deal to 
buy IBM's PC manufacturing business 
for $1.25 billion in cash and Lenovo 
stock. Shares of Texas Instruments, 
the world’s top maker of chips for mo- 
bile phones, fell 1.4 percent in after- 
hours US dealing after it reported a 
soft order trend for the fourth quar- 
ter, 

South Korea's KOSPI rose 1.24, fol- 
lowing the Tokyo market as a won de- 
cline lifted Samsung Electronics by 2 
percent, and Singapore's Straits 
Times was up half a percent by mid- 
day. 

World stocks as measured by the 
MSCI World Index fell 0.24 percent. 

Gold was at $447.50 an ounce, 
down from $450.50 in New York. 

Ten-year JGB futures rose 0.03 
pointsto 139.10. Reuters 


IRANIAN Oil 
Middle East Oil and Gas Forum Conferenc 
stick wi 


minister, Mohammed bin Dhaen al-Hamili, on 
‘Tuesday expressed support for raising Opec's 
price band for crude to between $30 and $38 
a barrel to take into account inflation and the 
weakening of the dollar. 

But he added that Opec was not thinking of 
replacing the dollar with another currency as 
the denominator for oil sales. 

Petroleum prices have been high due to 
strong global demand, a tight supply cushion 
and fears of output disruptions in Iraq, Nige- 

a and Russia. In September, a strong hurri- 
cane knocked out significant oil production in 
the Gulf of Mexico, though the region's out- 
putis now recovering, 

Market prices remain nearly double the 


high 


ister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh speaks to journalists after the “Iran and 
in Tehran. Zanganeh said that Ope 
its current production quota and price band when it meets in Cairo on Dec. 10. ae 


likely to 


bottom end of the present scale. Still, crude 
prices are hovering around their lowest level 
in three months, reflecting rebuilt stocks, 
slowing economies, high production by both 
Opec and non-Opec countries, a relatively 
mild Northern Hemisphere winter and the 
end of speculative futures buying that led oil 
to settle at $55.17 twice in October, 

The Saudis—who make up nearly athird of 
total Opec production—have not spoken pub- 
liely about their preferences. 

“Traditionally, they have been a moderating 
influence at ministerial meetings in recogni- 
tion that too much of a strain on the world's 
economies will backfire by reducing demand. 

Publiy, Opec officials deny there isa rift. AP 


growth slows; store sales dip 


Stocks lost ground but their fall was trig- 
gered by factors such as tumbling energy 
shares rather than the economic data. 

Higher unit labor costs also backed views 
the Federal Reserve will stick with a measured 
pace of rate increases and lift its benchmark 
funds rate a quarter percentage point to 2.25 
percentat its next meeting on Dee. 14. 

The slowdown in productivity was traced 
toarisein hours worked, which grew atarate 
of 2.4 percent in the third quarter, the fastest 
pace since third quarter of 1999 as companies 
ran operations for longer to maintain output. 
This had been initially reported as a 2.1-per- 
cent growth rate 

Productivity growth was also substantially 
lower compared with a year ago when it rose 
by9 percent 

But this is not necessarily bad news since 
it also reflects cyclical changes in company 
hiring and a welcome boost to job cre- 
ation. 

Officials had predicted productivity would 
moderate as companies exhaust ways of 
boosting output by making existing workers 


ET 


Ni 


more efficient and instead lifted hiring. Dur. 
ing the third quarter over 400,000 new US 
jobs were created, 

However, the November employment re- 
port said a much weaker than expected 
112,000 jobs were created and the impres- 
sion ofa troubled labor market was backed by 
a report from employment consultant Chal- 
lenger, Gray & Christmas. 

Te found that US businesses announced 
104,530 planned job cuts in November, com- 
pared with 101,840 in October and warned 
this could crimp consumer spending at a eriti- 
cal time for the economy. 

A survey of consumer confidence told a 
similar story, with Investors Business Daily 
and TechnoMetrica Market intelligence re- 
porting that their economic optimism index 
fell modestly to 54.5 in December after drop- 
ping to 55.1 in November. A reading above 50 
indicates optimism. 

Indeed, US retailers continued to report 
disappointing sales in the key week after the 
‘Thanksgiving Day holiday, which kicks off the 
Christmas shopping season. Reuters 


ugga 


VISITORS admire a new model of a Honda car during a motor show in Singapore on Nov. I 1. 
Car sales in Asla are expected to surge at a world-fastest 16 percent annually over the next 15 
years as the region becomes critical for the auto industry to off-set sluggish growth in other 


key markets, a leading analyst said. 


ap 


LAMOLIYAN CORPORATION 


Making the difference for the glory of God 


David in the midst of Goliaths 


With its ongoing P100 million plant 
expansion and deeply religious team 
of dedicated people, Filipino maker 
of world-class quality products like 
Hapee toothpaste is poised to take on 
the MNCs in the global arena. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Malacafian Palace, Manila 


Message 


1 extend my warmest greetings to Lamolyan Corporation family on the 
occasion of your 16th Anniversary. 

Your corporation has built a solid name for excellence and rational Filipino 
values. I welcome the good news of your planned PhPIOOM expansion 
program as a gesture of confidence in the country's economic fundamentals 
Ind prospects for growth. Lamoiyan Corporation deserves publie recognition 
not only for this huge investment, but also for the numerous charitable 
projects It has sponsored and initiated through the years. 

| ook forward to your great success as you outer the global market with your 
thomegrown Philippine-made products. This expansion will no doubt creste 


mare jobs and opportunities for your fellow Filipinos. May your sterling 
Achievements inspire olhers lo emblate your example of diligence and hard 
‘work combined with a strong faith inthe Lord aad grent pride in our country. 


Mabuhay ang guwang Pilipino! 5 we 
Login MACAPAGAL-ARIOYO 


Republic of the Philippines 
Office of the Vice President 


Message 


Congratulations 1o the Lamoiyan Corporation on its 16th Anniversary 
celebration! 


Your persistent desire to produce and deliver world-class products at 
affordable prices hus undeninbly made you one of the leading companies in 
the Country. This auspicious occasion is not only recognition of that fast, but 

is also a shining testimonial 1 the rest of the word of the Filipino's ingenuity. 


1 commend the officials and staff of Lamoiyan Corporation for continuously 
believing in the Filipinos. The P100 million investment will defintely go 2 
long way in providing good opportunities for our fellowmen. With your 
extensive expansion program, I believe that you will be able to serve more 
people and eventually uplift the Philippine economy. 


Let us all join hands in uplifting Filipino livest 
MABUHAY KAYONG LAHAT! 


NOLI “KABAYAN” L PÉ CASTRO 


Republic of the Philippines 
House of Representatives 


Message 


My most Jubilant congratulations to Lamoiyan Corporation on’ your 16th 
anniversary celebration! 


1 have always believed in the ability of the Filipino to do great things given 
the opportunity. This is why I am especialy eluted by the opening of a new, 
Fully-computerized toothpaste manufacturing plant in Paradaque City, which 
is steadily gaining the status of an industrial giant in the Philippines. 1 am 
certain that many Parafaquetios are very eager 1o be part of this enterprise. Let 
‘sal focus onthe work at hand and look forward to a brighter tomorrow. 


Lamolyan Corporation is a faithful investor in the Filipino spirit and a true 
partner in national development. I wish you all the besi on your 16th year. 


Republic of the Philippines 
City of Parahaque 


Message 


1 would like to extend my warmest felicitations to one of Parahaque's resident 
babies emerpnses, Lamoiyan Corpomtion, on the company» PIOOM 
expansion plans. 


‘The City of Poraðaque vigorously promotes business in the locality ns this 
wouid no only coninbute to the growth of ihe eiry but tothe overall economic 
development of our county. We wish you continued success so that pot only 
‘will you bask in the rewards of your diligent efforts but aiso continue in 
Taking Paruhaque proud of one of fis local enreprencurs 


FRNARE, JR. 
City Mayor 


ROIO cote: 


In the Bible, the story about young David fighti 
armored Goliath with stones and slingshot never fails to inspire 
everyone. 


Likewise, this present-day Filipino company found its own place 
under the sun and made its presence felt despite the fact that there 
are so many multinational companies already cntrenched in the 
consumers’ consciousness. 


The Bible described Goliath as a robust, tal! man who came into the 
battlefield completely armed and ready, while David's sole weapon 
(aside from stones and slingshot) was his full faith in Yahweh. 


Like David, Lamoiyan Corporation had also came into business 
armed only with the sincere intention of survival. Later on, the 
company realized that this survival instinct gave them the 
opportunity to be of service to their countrymen - the Filipinos. 


Buy Filipino. Boost our economy. 

Presently, the company is treading on this context- Buy Filipino. 
‘And why not when it is the only Filipino company that emerged in 
the midst of the multinational toothpaste makers. Lamoiyan 
Corporation, maker of Hapee toothpaste, Dazz Dishwashing Aids, 
Fash Liquid Laundry Detergent, Tenderly Fabric Enhancer, and 
Lacteena Feminine Wash faces the challenge presented by the fast- 
growing technological society. Hand in hand with people who are 
adept in their field of specialization, Lamoiyan Corporation counts 
on their world-class and quality-based but less priced producis to 
gain more consumers’ confidence; this in turn will pave the way for 
their products" entrance to every Filipino home. 


Buy Filipino is not just a contextual thought, but also a unifying 
force that binds our fellowmen in our desire to help boost our 
economy upwards. Patronizing our Philippine-made products not 
only manifest our love for our country, it also speaks of our 
appreciation to our fellowmen who strive hard to develop and bring 
to us what we mostly need in a very reduced price. Buy Filipino 
Iso intends to make us aware that our country's only hope to rise 
above our present economic downfall is to compel everyone of us 
to do our part in implementing some measures towards wise 
budgeting schemes. Lamoiyan Corporation could only agree in this 
Tine of thought, because aside from it being a Filipino company, it 
also had its share of struggle to survive in the economic market. 


Humble beginnings as MNC supplier. 

The company has its own story to tell. It started in 1980 as 
Aluminum Container, Inc., which manufactured and sold 
collapsible aluminum tubes for toothpaste then. The clients they 
supplied were the multinational companies like Colgate-Palmolive, 
Phil. (for Colgate) and Philippine Refining Company (for Close- 
Up). 


‘The company had been put into disadvantage in the year 1985 
when their clients switched to a new type of packaging, that of 
laminated plastic tubes which rendered the company’s 
manufactured aluminum tube products useless to these giant 
companies. Confronted with this scenario, and realizing that the 
toothpaste industry accounted for 90 percent of the total production 
requirement, it seems that the only thing left is to close the 
company. 


Maker of Hapee—the first Filipino toothpaste. 

But then, the company owner, Cecilio K. Pedro, could not bear the 
thought of placing people, his own employees at that, in the 
unemployment list. Cecilio turned to the Almighty God, praying 
hard as he had never prayed before. And like the biblical Moses 
whom the Lord had chosen to guide his people out of Egypt, 
Cecilio also received that divine inspiration to lead his employees 
‘out of unemployment status. Instead of closing the company for 
good, Cecilio Pedro decided to find ways to use their own product 
= the aluminum tubes. Well, what would be a better alternative than 
to fill those tubes with the company’s own-produced toothpaste, 
thus, making the competitors glance their way because another 
toothpaste brand had been launched in the markel. Hapee 
toothpaste, with the tagline “Quality you can afford” came inio 


Sometime later, the company had also opted to adopt the use of 
plastic tubes instead of the aluminum ones. Today, other packaging 
companies supply Lamoiyan Corporation the tubes, closures and 
cartons, clearly indicating that Pedro had not only retained his 
employees but has opened its door also to the Filipino Packaging 
Industry and its numerous workers. 


‘The company's name, Lamoiyan, happened to be the contraction of 
the Chinese name of Pedro's grandmother - Lim (Lam) Irene; the 
name was given to her in Hongkong. His grandmother played a 
great role in Cecilio's life as she instilled in her own family their 
Christianity. 


Although the company was founded by ‘accident’, it doesn't mean 
that it would just rely on luck to boost their products. It would have 
to exert an exira effort to fight and weather all the storms in order 
to get a fair share in the toothpaste market. Portunately, through 
hard work and sheer determination, the company had won a share 
of this same market dominated by multinational companies that bad 
been there longer than they were. With this turn of events, 


multinational companies could not help now but give the company 
another lingering "look", Well, this company deserves that ‘second 
look” because it had already been garnering awards in succession. 


Recognizing the Fruits of Hard Work. 

In recognition of its achievements, Lamoiyan Corporation was 
awarded the Most Outstanding Toothpaste Manufacturer (1990, 
1993, 1995, 1996, 1997, 2001 & 2002) by the Consumers" Union of 
the Philippines. It is also an Agora Awardee as Marketing Company ` 
of the Year in 1992, conferred by the Philippine Marketing 
Association, and received a Special Citation for Best Outdoor 
Advertising in 1993 given by the Catholic Mass Media Awards. ` 
Lamoiyan President Cecilio K. Pedro received an award, too, from °! 
the Philippine Jaycees as One of the Ten Outstanding Young Men 
(TOYM), Business Entrepreneurship category in the year 1991. 
The company is likewise the recipient of awards such as Most :| 
Outstanding Program for Equal employment Opportunities for the 
Disabled in 1993, presented by the Personnel Management 
Association of the Philippines, and the Employer of the Year, also 
in 1993, from the Apolinario Mabini Rehabilitation Award. Most 
receni is the Ozanam Award (2004) for Service from the Ateneo de 
Manila Board of Trustees. 


World-class Products Made Affordable for every Filipino. 
Lamoiyan products are comparable with the output of multinational 
companies in terms of quality and world-class appeal. Hapee 
toothpaste, for instance, had brought to the market a wide variety of 
toothpaste products with different flavors and taste that would 
satisfy the young and the old alike. Hapee Pure While, for one, is 
fortified with maximum fluoride protection and a mild mint taste 
with Allantoin and Vitamin E for gum protection that will be an 
enjoyable experience for the whole family. Hapee Sparkling gels, 
introduced in 1988, comes in red (Explosive Menthol Red) and 
green gel (Fresh Green Outburst) and was designed for teens. 
Gumtect contains Triclosan, Allantoin and Vitamin E suitable for 
people with sensitive gums. Hapee Premium Mint has a double 
mint flavor suited for those who prefer a stronger mint taste. Kids 
are considered, too, because the company comes out with Hapee 
Kiddie Toothpaste that comes in 5 fruity flavors - Tutti Frutti 
Strawberry, Melon, Orange and Green Apple. Kutitap Cool Mint 
and Kutitep Vibrant Red Gel are very much affordable by the 
‘budget conscious household. 


Other company products are the Dazz Dishwashing Aids in paste 
and liquid. The paste contains Biosol-X that is effective in 
removing grease and stains, with free sponge in every cup. 
Meanwhile, the liquid has an anti-bacterial formula and comes in 3 
variants - Fruity twist, Floral Fantasy, and Citrus fresh. Both paste 
and liquid are environment friendly and 40 percent more affordable 
than the other brands. 


For fabric care, the company offers the Fash Liquid Laundry 
Detergent, which contains Optical Brighteners that help maintain 
the whiteness of white fabrics and retain the brightness of colored 
ones, aside from being an efficient remover of tough dirt and grime. 


Tenderly Fabric Enhancer is a must-try, too. The only fabric 
enhancer specially formulated with antibacterial agents, it 
maintains fabric softness and retains the natural fabric absorbency. 
It comes in 3 variants, Morning Dew, Powder Fresh and Sweet 
Showers. 


For women hygiene, Lacteena Feminine Wash bad been formulated 
for that arresting feminine allure. It is safe to use and contains 
Lactoserum, Lactic Acid plus a cooling agent which cleanses and 
refreshes, giving an all-day feeling of coolness and confidence. 


‘The beauty of it is that all these products are priced much, much 
lower than those same products that are to be found in the market 
today. And considering our economic situation now, this reduction 
of prices is a welcome treat to one and all. 


Doubling Plant Capacity. Investing For the Future. 

Added to this is that Lamoiyan Corporation is presently undergoing, 
a plant expansion, adding modem machinery that would do the 
work efficiently, which proves that they are really finding ways to 
improve and bring their products into a world-class category. They 
are opening their plant to scheduled tour visits to make the people 
aware of how their products are made and assure the public that the 
quality of their products are not left to chance but are being worked 
out by people who are experts in this kind of endeavor, As another 
company value states, “In the pursuit of excellence the company 
will be doing things better than before and better than its 
competitors. We believe in the continual improvement of our 
products, our works and ourselves.” 


Moreover, the company has a clear-cut mission of improving the 
quality of life by bringing essential products within the reach of the 
common people. And a vision of having a Lamoiyan product in 
every home. 


Lamoiyan Corporation may be considered a David as far as the 
multinational Goliaths are concerned but this relatively new 
‘company, compared to other companies that have been there longer, 
is proving to everyone that it deserves to be noticed because the 
company is here to stay, continuously making the difference for the 
Glory of God. 
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odkl Proges 


(PBSP) reiterates its commitment to empow- 

er the poor sector of society in the celebration 
ofits Foundation Day and 34th Annual Membership 
Meeting on December 9, 2004 at the Peninsula 
Manila. 


Carrying the theme: "Busi- Daily Inquirer chairman Marixi 
ness Empowering the Poor,” the Prieto, Phinma treasurer Ramon 
celebration will be highlighted del Rosario, Jr. PBSP president 
byakeynote address focused on Ma. Luisa Perez-Rubio and 
the Millennium Development Trade & Industry Secretary Ce- 
Goals by 2015 - a set of goals sar Purisima, among others. 
ratified by member states of the The event coincides with the 
United Nations which adheres launching of a book entitled 
to specific targets and mile. “Planting Development Har- 
stones in reducing extreme vesting Peace and testimonials 
poverty and worst forms of hu- by scholars and beneficiaries of 
man deprivation by 2015. PBSR 

With over 180 members, PB- Anew CD” Guitara, Lapis atbp., 
SP is the only non-profit consor- a collaboration of Joey Ayala and 
tium of leading industries and Noel Cabangon wil also be 
corporations focused on social launched during the celebration. 
development and corporate re- 
sponsibility, the first such orga- 
nization in South East Asia 

PBSP helps improve people's 
lives by promoting private sec- 
tor participation in increasing 
economic activity, providing ac- 
cess to better education, giving 
basic health services, protecting 
the environment and organizing 
communities for collective plan- 
ning and problem solving. * 

‘The 34th foundation celebra- 
tion and membership meeting 
will be participated in by the 
captains of the industry and ad- 
vocates of social responsibility 
who include PLDT chairman 
Manuel Pangilinan, Philippine - 


Të Philippine Business for Social Progress 


[TS] 1 GREET she member organizations, management and staff of the Philippine 
ET Business for Social Progress (PBSP) on the occasion of your 34th Foundation An 
i Pk. niversary and Membership Meeting. 
TULONG ARAL NG f= mR Hom kscreatonin 1970 up to the present, the PBSP has been in the forefront 
PETRON is sending s m F- of corporate socia responsibilty programs- I has helped improve people's lives 
IPEE NG poe 2. Dy promoting privare sector participation in economie and social actives ar the 
a k SH Ris - providing access to education, giving basie health services, protect 
underserved S the envionment and organizing communis for collective planning and 
communities each yeor g : i problem solving 
1 BO PIG dary r P Grah some 200-development practitioners, PBSP is able to transform lives for 
REPETE the beter Ihas given hope zo landless farmers, marginal bef, rural workers, urban poor and 
| gt 3 indigenous cultural eommunites For the past 34 years, the very essence of corporate social respon; $ 
Metro Manila. This O took buman shape and form with the heartwarming efforts of your staff, volunteers and 
send-a-chil to 7 i member organizations to reach out to these marginalized sectors. 
a ase a 5 comma the PBSP forts relentless efforts to work alongside government and our people in or- 
bes á f. der to Duld a suong and progressive soe We are moving towards the same direction working 
inspired its : fo combat povery wherever t is present, The government cannot win the battle alone. Ir needs the 
scholars to j Š hean, passon and conviction of a socially commited organization like the PBSP in implementing 
our blue priar foe growth and socie! justice tha is the Medium Term Philippine Development Plan. Í 
thus invite youto interfere with the different agencies and departments of government as well as our 
ae ical governmene uni common efor to eue povery ah coup ding hone and dig- 
ants a A X nigyto our flag. 3 
first-honor h Paang ere To S aces ‘Congratulations on your anniversary and may god's tranquil joy f your hearts this Christmas. 
| recipients. : 2 komein Mises - eed Pere Emery Sek Moto Mabuhay ang Philippine Busines for Social Progress! 
3 Sana Caren Aler Pare Een Sot Montene 
2 Sapna Sr = ewe de arr Exot Ste Mente 
S toe rons Cot foes rece menor coe Pas 
4 tana S Ao Bapor Steng tumatayo Caloren 
7 ary an eyes Benin matry coe aoe? Republic of the Philippines 
S Lester Sora. LQ Dement See Cobo 
9 Kenley Carmen fein Beene Swal Cocoa 
1b kan Mca cl Ve = osron Bonentery Sawa. Chon 
“nee Raz - Mapulang apo emery cae ens 
| Satara enn een a ; TE CLOSE 2004 and ener 2005 with more focus on the len Develop- 
a a seas nem Trent Goals (MDG) prescribed by the United Nations. Se imo action during the 
pea eanan {ast Summit of Leaders of the Unired Nations during the year 2000, the MDG's 
NG earan aparitor han re meant principally to and reduce extreme povery, hunger, and child mortal 
| 7 none Santiaga- Tangos mentary Schoo Nts S to improve beak standards, enhance environmental standard, achieve uni 
1 Cpt Mrs Artara aa Gomer Sect Meaben F Versal primary education, and promove gender nally 
1 A ao Oas uo oe en 4..." The United Nanons have sugested hat he role of business nhe flan 
‘Bey O he MDGS cae focused on irea key result areas i, soca 
E29 ess community; second, enbanced social investment; and third, advancing pol- 
icy advocacy and dialogue. 

‘Given PASP’s leadership inthe NGO community and is prominence, itis important to enjoin our 
members to achieve our development objectives with a keener sense of commitment and a hight” 
plane of endeavour as we enter the new year. : 

“aa recently, he Board of Trustees was unanimous in agreing that 2005 should ben year fing 
‘which PRS? wl work harder to build on its legacy of poverty reduction by being the leading propo- 
ent of MDG's and by aligning with the governments 10-poin agenda. 

“fled, PUSP is beter postione than mast organizations in our country ro do us that. We can 
usd our experience to mobilize the business community to do more for our people, to encourage not 
jst more coca investment bu also better and more effective social investing, and to persuade a 
Yam conservative business community tobe a stronger advocate and agent for change. 

Took forward wo PBSP's increased leadership as we ener the threshold ofa new yeas: 

Mabuhay sa inyong ah! : 

Aae he 8 

MANUEL PANGILINAN 

«Chairman 
Philippine Business for Social Progress 


become 
outstanding 
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The Business Sector Assists 


the Urban Poor a n] pel 
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"IF YOU want peace, reach out There are at present 24 STEPUP who pledged P2 million medical 
to the poor,” goes Pope John program sites in urban poor com- and dealership support during an 
Paul Il. munities. organized tour. 

‘And. the Philippine business These, in concrete terms, are Jose Antonio Banson, presi- 
sector heeds. Not after but even stepping upefforts to improve the... dentof Monark Corporation said: 
jong before the pope made the lives of the urban poor But how " The advocacy of PBSP among 
appeal. wasitdone? the urban poor is very relevant. 

Createdin December 1970, the First the Funds Seeing it for myself is better than 
Philippine Business for Social  PBSP struck gold with a $3.6 any power point presentation. It 
‘Progress has realized the need to million grant from the Japanese is tue many business owners 
factor into their plans and bud- Fund for Poverty Reduction want tohelp communities but of- 
gets social projects that help through the Asian Development tentimes they dont have an 
transform the community. Even- Fund. PBSB for its part, has com- inkling on how to go about: 
tually, and as they expected, the mitted to match the amount with Social Preparation 
positive changes redound to their $3.33 million in financial and in- Twenty four homeowners as- 
business operations, thus proving kind assistance that would come sociations (HOAs) or 6,347 
a point-business cannot thrive in from civil society partners and households ( 109% of the target- 
an environment where the major- the private sector. ed household) from Muntinlupa, Another 20 selected communi- managers of funds. Professional Fampulme, president of 
ity are poor. SE of May 2004, about Taguig, Pasig, Marikina, Quezon ty members of HOAs in Pasig and groups provide the technical ad- Nabiglapo HOA of Novaliches. 

One specific concern that the $750,000 have been raised from City, Caloocan, Malabon and Novaliches participated ina four. vice. Bluprint a glossy architec.  PBSP is optimistic it can sus- 
bustnesehcoctor addressed is the PBSP members and partners. Navotas were given preparation month multiskils training ture and design magazine chan- tain its operation in the years to 
improvement of he living condi- Eighty percent of the P33 million ro take on bigger assignments. A -course administered by Don neled the proceeds of its recent come as the guideposts are en- 
Ton of Manila's informal setters. released so far by the ADB went series of workshops helped em- Bosco Technical Institute on ma- art and furniture auction to this couraging. 

Coming in droves from rural ar- to community infrastructure pro power the HOAs, giving them a sony, electrical, plumbing and project, By investing in the urban poor 
‘eas which have suffered decades jects, revolving fund for housing vision, a functional organization- carpentry. ” STEP-UP helped us build our communities, the business sector is 
of neglect, squatter colonies have improvements, micro-enterprise al structure, sound operating Also available are meat pro- capabilities as leaders, reinforc- now reaping dividends more than 
Snushroomed. in the capital in development, training, partner- tems and basic skills in imple- cessing, vegetable production ing our resolve to help ourselves it ever imagined. Indeed, compas- 
search of better life. Ship-building with professional menting housing, livelihood and and fish culture coordinated with and not rely on the rhetoric of sion knows no social class. 
cTiceardugytofelp them be- organizations and risk reduction community infrastructure pro- „the Department of Science and politicians,” shared Cipriano The Pope will be pleased. 
cause if we don't there will be and management. jects. “Technology's Food and Nutrition 
consequences,” said Juan B. San- STEP -UP has a business con- To maximize resources, mini- Research Institute and PBSPs 4) 1 Ga Ab 
a said Jaen B. ana CEOs mize ees and give the beneficia. Center for Rural Tecnology De- “| LI 'Business 
and PBSP corporate citizenship of Nestle Philippines, Pilipinas ries a sense of ownership in the velopment; housing improve- iral 
committee, Shell, Central Azucarera Don Pe- projects, “sweat equity" was pro- ment with Boysen Paints; reflex- 

PBSP knows Full well that mere dro, ‘Petron Corporation, and vided by the beneficiaries them- ology and basic cosmetology with 
palliative won't change the face Monark Equipment Corp. which selves. Thus,menandwomen put Artliz Enterprise and Splash 
Of urban poverty Assistance actsas program advisory group. in their share in the construction Foundation- 

Should be holistic, touching every The set-up has enabled the of 13 multi-purpose centers, 10 Nesle Philippines, on the oth- PARE 
critical aspect of urban living. leveraging of financial assistance, roads and drainage systems, 2 er hand, conducted a credit man- thrivein 

‘This means not only provision for skills sharing and mentoring be- water systems, 2 school build- @gementtraining to ensure the vi- 

decent living quarters but livelit tween the employees of PBSP ings, retaining walls, electrifica. ability of microenterprises. Also 

hood assistance, institution- member companies and the as- tion and telephone installation Nestle's Disaster Response team 

building and organizational sistedcommunities.”Ifeeladeep for a total of 28 community in- provided fire prevention and pre- of 4 m an 

strengthening as well. In short, a sense of satisfaction in seeing a frastrueture projects worth P26 paredness exercise for STEPUP 

omprehensive assistance pro- community transformed from million that were completed in communities in Marikina, Mal- “ 

‘gram that gives dignity to both one marked by muddy streets record time. abon, Pasig and Navotas. An ad- i 
therecipientand the giver. with no access to water to one For its part, Credit Suisse First ditional P0.47 million was put in environment 

This led to the creation in that is well-planned and main- Boston gave a scholarship grant place to ensure continuous drill 
November 2002 of STEP-UP or tained,” said Max Paca, A PBSP to 20 students from Pasig STEP- Related to this, STERUP com- , 

Suraregic Private Sector Partner. active member and president of UP while Deutsche Bank AG munity members tapped the ser. where the 
ships for Urban Poverty Reduc- GST Philippines. Manila financed the construction vices of Meralco to fix electrical 

tion Program in Metro Manila-a Giving a share for the urban of a school building in Taguig wiring and connections in their j 

clear example of how a public- poor can be an spontaneous ges- which benefited some 1,500 homes knowing that the outbreak majority 
private partnership is making an ture. In óne occasion, a visiting Christian and Muslim students. of fire is common in the history of { 4 j 

Impact on the lives of 35,000 ur- CEO verbally agreed to donate On health delivery, Medicard informal settlers. : 
ban poor throughasynergyofini P75,000 worth of landfill when and Pfizer conducted their health Moreover, housing designs and | Ng 1G 


cannot 


tiatives coming from the business he saw an on-going construction outreach programs on separate loan packages with correspond- 
sector, government, civil society of a multi-purpose center. Or the ions in the said communi- ing policies have been developed. 
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and 24 homeownersassociations. case of ten business executives ties. a an a be ME 
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“It is true many business owners want to help 


communities but oftentimes they don’t have an 


inkling on how to go about iť 
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with its BEST BROADBAND DEAL ever! 


Plan 1995 UNLIMITED 


INLIMITED hours! 


7X FASTER than dial-up! 
Without tying up your phone line! 


Atonly P199! 


NOW, GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR DSL SERVICE 
FROM THE NO. 1 BROADBAND SERVICE PROVIDER IN THE COUNTRY! 


Cali 171 or log on to wor pl com, 
for your PLOT MYDSL connection now! 


SA Pe DMR Path 1077. Se at: 
‘mi Ov, OK Pe BI Me THe PHIL PINES! 
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Big Business Helps Rebuild Mi 


danao is now slowly rising from 
the ashes of economic and social 
strife- gaining further momen- 
tum towards recovery. Such post 
tive developments: were made 
possible through the collabora- 
tion of various private businesses 
that strive for the revitalization of 
the region long scarred by civil 
conflict. 

"The Philippine Business for So- 
cial Progress, an organization of 
businesses dedicated to social de- 
velopment, set in motion pro- 
grams which call for community 
‘empowerment through highly fo- 
cused and responsive programs. 

Atleast 221,000 poor Filipinos 
in'14 provinces of Mindanao 
reaped the benefits of the founda- 
tion's mult-sectoral-initiatives, A 
total of P 34 million pesos have 
been disbursed to 55 projects im- 
plemented with support from 83 
partner organizations. 

In the face of-these develop- 
ments, -PBSP is cognizant that 
there is still more room for 
growth. As cited by PBSPS Min- 
danao Regional Committee chair- 
man Paul G. Dominguez, "PBSP's 
peace and development projects 
in Mindanao have scored a num- 
ber of successes,” 

“Ultimately, bigger and sus- 
tained corporate initiatives are 
needed to improve education and 
Mindanao and creste a favorable 
environment for guns to fall 
silent, "headed. 

Abistory of discord 

History was not very kind to 
the natives of Mindanao. A 
volatile mixture of Christians, 
various Muslim ethnle groups and 


bated by failure to address real is- 
sues, among them economic 
problems. 

Chil conflict has already 
spanned five administrations 
with no concrete solutions ar 
hand, Mindanao suffered the 
brunt of arm struggle and asa re- 
sult, majority of its inhabitants 
are left disproportionately poor 
and hungry 

Past and present administra- 
tions have exerted efforts to re- 
store this region to its former gio- 
1y but lingering distrust of the 
Mores in goverm 
ment’ sincerity hin- 
ders a remarkable 
progress. Recogniz- 
ing that the key to 
resolving civil con- 
fictis to address the 
poverty problem, 
some foreign orge- 
nizations and mem- 
bers of the private E 
sector stepped in to 
lenda hand, 

Gaining ground 

on education 

In September 
2000, PBSP launched lis Peace 
‘and Development Program and 
‘Area Resource Management Pro- 
gram (ARM) which seeks to bone- 
fit 140,000 household in selected 
municipalities and barangays in 
the ARMM, Region IX and Xil and 
CARAG/ 

“tc alms to encourage other 
business groups to redirect their 
programs towards creating an im- 
pact on the Human Development 
Index in Mindanao via increases 
and sustained investment in hue 


“Like the mythical phoenix, 
Mindanao is now slowly rising 
from the ashes of economic and 
social strife.’ 


the highlanders (lumad), the 
‘country’s second largest island 
was predominantly populated by 
various Muslim groups by the tum 
of the century 

Between 1913 to 1917, a law 
which meant to quell peasant un- 
restin Luzon and Visayas by offer- 
ing hectares of properties in Min- 
danao, but masqueraded as an en- 
deavor to promote harmonious 
relations between Christians and 
Muslims had the latter and the 
lumads become impoverished 
squatters in their own land. Vio- 
lent reactions from the Muslims 
were instantly suppressed by a 
preponderantly Christian Philip- 
pine Constabulary. 

Oppression took its toll and by 
the 70s, several rebel Moro 
groups - all focused on resurrect- 
ing Islamic identity among Fil 
ipino Muslims - had emerged. 
Clashes berween rebels and 


man capital development,” ex- 
plained Dominguez. 

“The program zeroed in on criti- 
cal areas that greatly need assis- 
tance: promoting functional liter- 
acy among children and health 
and nutrition in schools; teacher's 

ng; scholarships for indigent 
Muslims, construction of addi- 
tional schoolbuildings; augment- 
ing textbook supplies and provid- 
ing well-equipped science labora- 
tories. 

"While many factors must be 
considered to make a positive im- 
pact, education and literacy will 
serve as the catalyst of economic 
and social development," he said. 

Many schools in ARMM have to 
rum away enrollees due to lack of 
classrooms. In most towns, the 
student-textbook ra tio is depress- 
ing, at best with a minimum of 
three students sharing one book. 
Lack of school supplies, money to 


Tao 


nourishment are also contribut- 
ing factors to an alarming rate of 
out-of-school youth. 

On top of these, indigence and 
continuous armed struggle had 
families put more emphasis on 
safety and day-to-day needs, Edue 
cation was relegated to the bortom 
line of priority hierarchy. 

PBSP members cach contribut- 
ex to address these problem areas. 
SMART Philippines founded the 
PASA-Book Assistance Project, a 
collective book-gathering effort of 
its employees. 

"To reduce drop-out 
rates fostered by lack of 
proper nutrition among 
school kids, Kraft Philip- 
pines engaged in a ten- 
month feeding program 
for 54 schools in Min- 

È danao. With healthy 
meals in the stomachs, 
children stay alert and 
focused on their 
lessons. 

“Tardiness ond absen- 
tecism have also be- 
come less of a problem 
wih a pump boot 

(equipped with life vests) and bi- 

cycles donated by PASP as trans- 
por support. 

‘To date, PBSP’s efforts Include: 
construction of two additional 
‘school building, 2 science labora- 
tories In Zamboanga and 11 I- 
breries in Zamboanga, Sulu and 
Basilan; textbooks, reference 
books, desks and armchairs donn- 
tions; supplemental feeding and 
de-worming projects for children; 
and basic computer and Internel 
training for teachers. 


Parents -Teachers Community 
Associations (PTCA) were rein- 
forced and given vital grounding 
to implement and manage 
school-based projects. 
Health intervention 

Complementing the education 
and literacy initiatives are provi- 
sions for health services and 
potable water systems, training 
of community health workers, 


Baas 


and infant immunization. 

Some pans of Mindanao, partic- 
ularly in the CARAGA region, had 
to endure a deplorable health sys- 
tem. In case of Mnesses, residents 
had to rely on hope and prayers 
rather thar efficient henlth care 
services, 

‘This is the development. chal- 
tenge that the Carga Health and 
Health Infrastructure Support Pro- 
gram aim to target. The Culion 
Foundation teamed up wit PBSP 
for this program, Funding was pro- 
vided by the Fundacion ANFSVAD 
of Spain and Agencia Fspufiola Para 
Cooperacion Intemacional while 
PRSP furnished echnical assistance 
with emphasis on improving capaci- 
tes of rural heath workers, 

“ten rural health units (RIUS), 
manned by barangay healih 
workers and made available for 
dally consultation, were estab- 
lished. “Through the RHU's, we 
are able to bring health service 
nearer to the poor,” says Butuan 
city health officer Dr. kisle Co- 
ballero, 

‘The RHUs Wkewise serve as 
venue for daily education session 
on health prevention and man 
agement. The lessons are con: 
ducted by the health workers and 
are open to everyone. 

‘Asa result, more and more res: 


Although many Muslims and 
lumads wore relegated to small 
parcel of land after the Influx of 
‘multinational companies and set- 
tlers from Lavon and Visayas, 
small landowners saw light in 
agrl-anterprise projects viable for 
Jess than a half a hectare farm- 
land, 

PASP also condueted sis devel- 
‘opment and community enterprise 
management projects In Taw-Taw, 
Maguindanao, Lanao, Basilan end 
Cotabato which Include a commu- 
nity-bosed organie fertilizer plant, 
Innovative fish-drying and salt-mak- 
ng shill, mnt-weaving and market- 
ing, commumity-mannged miero- 
lending, and upland farming, 

‘Meanwhile, incorporated fund- 
ing from the Unlted States Agency 
for Intemational Development 
(USAID), Ford Foundation, Imer- 
church Organlsntion for Develop- 
ment Co-operation (IICO), Peron 
‘Mobil Philippines, Hongkong and 
Shunghal Bank (HSRC), La Tonde- 
fin Foundation, and Angelo King 
Building were mobilized by PASP 
for the implementation of several 
endeavors directed to Cagayan-ili- 
gan Corridor und island Gorden 
Giy of Sama Projects include sup- 
port for coastal and marine protec- 
tion, enterprise and social services 
projects, 


‘While many factors must be 
considered to make a positive 
impact, education and literacy will 
serve as the catalyst of economic 
and social development.’ 


idents are taking the offensive on 
health care and are now seeking 
treatment. "It used to be that peo- 
ple were complacent. They lived 
with their diseases and ailments, 
thinking these could not be pre- 
vented, Now they seek treat- 
ment,” added Caballero. 

Encouraging productivity and 
managing resources 

Perhaps one of the significant 
PBSP endeavors is the introduc- 
tion of sustainable livelihood pro- 
grams for the residents 


Hope Empowers Visayas 


PHILIPPINES Busnes for, Social 
Progress (PBSP)-Visayas Regional 
Operations (VRO) recognizes this 
but also believes that love is further 
manifested in action more than 
words and in giving particularly to 
those who cannot return the favor. 

“ PBSP continues its commitment 
of" equipping and empowering 
marginalized communities- its ges- 
ture of love for the Visayas.. 

‘On the forefront of activities are 
BSP’ Area Resource Management 
(ARM) Programs that have been a 
conduit of change in Olango, Mac- 
tan, Bohol, Negros, Cebu Hillyland, 
and Samar. 

According to Miguel Juan del 
Gallego, Visayas Reg onal Commit 
tee Chsirman, despite threats of 
epidemic, peace and order, Visayas 
kas been peaceful and spared from 
recession. 

“Our programs and partnerships 
forged in PBSP will continue to pro- 
yide glimmer of hope in the region, 
"hesaid. 

He noted that the annual contri- 
butons:.of "PBSP. Visayas-based 
membercompanies, have ad- 
vanced PBSPs primary goal of 
poverty reduction and enabled it to 
attract more donors. 

‘Meanwhile new partners includ- 
ing international donors namely the 
German Agro Action, Canadian I 
temat lopment Agency, 
the Dutch NGO DISOP and Kari 
Kubel Stiftung of Germany paved 
the way for the implementation of 
new projects which benefited 9,684 
poor households.” 

Environment is. Everybodys 
Business 

Known as a sanctuary of over 
10,000 migratory birds, Olango I 
land has gained the business sec- 
tors support. Lexmark Philippines 
funded the Barangay Sabang Pı 
mary Health Care Project. Lexmark, 
oe oe 
mangrove plantations and provided 
employee volunteers during refor- 
station effors. 

PBSP has also taken part in the 
formation of Ocean Care Advocates 
Foundation Inc., an environmental 
coalition among the major resort es- 
toblishments in Mactan island, The 
group's milestone was a successful 
Environmental Summit, which gave 
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ns a comprehensive re- 
‘ew ol existing laws and policies. 
‘The summit also served as a venue 
in the formulation of action agenda 
to address the environmental issues 
they are facing. 

Meanwhile, the ten-year ARM 

m has been successfully com- 
pleted in Bohol. A growing number 
of farmers have refrained from us- 
ing chemical, pesticides and have 

ted to organic pesticides, 

Treome creases hae aiso been 
remarkable. Prior to ARM project, 
90% of the farmer-beneficiaries 
‘were earning only an average of 
PRPI,108 every month. Ten years 
into ‘the program, it has been 
recorded that 75% of the beneficia- 
ries are earning an average monthly 
income of PhP8,500 while 8% eam 
as much as PhP16,500 per month, 

Similarly, ARM program in Ne- 
ros is on its last stretch. The Bago 
Upland Resource Management Pro- 
gram (BURMP) and the Promoting 
Participation in Sustainable Enter- 
prises (PPSE) programs ensure the 
conn of Negros ARM, 

PBSP has pursued 2 Watershed 
Management Program in 
lands of Cebu. Te interventions fn 
‘economic and stakeholder develop- 
ment, farm productivity and enter- 
prise development, as well as social 
services benefited’ 1,135 marginal 
‘upland farming households. 

AS part of the 15 community- 
based organizations assisted by P8- 
‘SB the Samar Resource Manage- 
ment Program helped 1,445 house- 
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holds in three municipalities along 
Maqueda Bay in Western Samat 
With regard to the natural re- 
sources in Samar severely depleted 
in recent years, PBSP has also estab- 
lished six matin protected ares 
covering atotal of 47 hectares. 
Corporate volunteerism became 
the business sector's expression of 
concern for the community. Under 
the Adopt-A-Hectare project, over 
750 company executives and em: 
ployees (rom six companies devoted 
their time and “a the refor- 
estation of Cebu Hillyland and the 
anting of mangroves in Olango Is- 
nd. 
Moving the Marginalized Work- 
fore 


e 

"The workforce is most integral in 
the thriving marker of Visayas, PR- 
SP through its collective efforts, 
saw the potenti! of this group. 

Seven workers’ cooperatives 
went through institution building 
and enterprise development where 
concerns like lack of skills-in-de- 
mand, underemployment and 
downsizing were addressed. This 
flr: proved beneficial, providing 
3,079 marginalized skilled workers 
financial mobily 

Cooperatives have always served 
as subcontractors for exporters but 
with the technical assistance given 
by PBSR they have started to take 
‘on other roles as well 

With organizational, financial 
and operating systems installed 
BSB cooperatives have expand 
their services, transactions and 


membership. 

Other interven- 
tions soon followed 
such as product de- 
velopment and mar- 
keting. This gave 
‘workers more confi- 
dence to manage 
their own resources 
and express their 
creativity 

Moreover, PBSP facilitated mar- 
Hot linkages berween these cooper 
tives and major exporters in Metro 
Cebu. They have also encouraged 
product development and ageres- 
sive marketing through local ex- 
hibits in shopping mall end trade 
fairs, which have allowed coopera- 
tives tohavea benter feel of the local 
‘and export markets. 

Enhancing Education 

PBSP banks on the education of 
the people. So with its corporate so- 
Sia responsibly partners Philip 
Morris Manufacturing and Coca- 
Cola Foundation Inc., it saw the 
construction of school buildings 
and the trainings of parent-teacher 
community associations, which 
benefited 7,700 public elementary 
and high school studenis in Leyte 
and Somar. 

‘Students from the south have be- 
come more tech-savvy as well. Un- 
der the Cemex with a Heart pro: 
gram, 2.400 high school students in 
Naga National High School now en- 
Joy a newly furnished computer Inb- 
‘ratory. Moreover, three public high 
schools and its 2,000 students In 
Metro Cebu became recipients of 
wired computer laboratories 
through Globe Telecom's internet 
connectivity program. 

“Through Coalition for Better Ed- 
ucation other reforms In education 
received the light of day including 
the Center for Teacher Excellence 
(Certen), taining fc, for 
teachers which is the Fst ofits kind 
nthe cony 

PASP addresses ihe gap berween 
the quality of workforce available 
and the needs of the industry 
through its partnership with the La. 
Paapu Seance and acinology 

lucatlon Center (LLSTEC), a pilot 
school that implements a demand- 
driven curriculum, 

Through constanttencher train- 


Planting the seeds of hope 

While the road to complete re- 
covery is long and Mindanao is 
barely halfway through, PBSP has 
already started the healing process, 
planted the seeds of hope and is 
now calling for others to join inthis 
very significant journey. 

“The call for private sector sup- 
port and involvement in Mindanao 
is becoming louder and forceful” 
declared Dominguez. "The task 
may be daunting but it needs to be 
done without delay? 


“The annual 
contributions of 
PBSP Visayas-based 
member-companies, 
have advanced 
PBSP's primary goal 
of poverty reduction 
and enabled it to 
attract more donors,” 


ing, iafasrucure suppor and 
scholarship assistance, PBSP equips 
the young people of Central Visayas 
with knowledge, skills, and compe- 
tencies required by the information. 
driven companies. This project has 
‘even been adopted in Danao by its 
local government units and bust- 
ness groups because of the imme 
ats improvements seen inthe quall- 
ty of instruction at the LLSTEC. 

For its efforts, PBSP Visayas was 
chosen as an oustanding instit- 
tion that has contributed to the 
city’s social development by the Ce 
bu City Government and the Cebu 
Chamber of Commerce, In addition, 
the Philippine Army also gave Ha 
special recognition for iniatng the- 
ihcome-generating activities among" 
the fsherfolk of Maqueda Bay in 
Western Samat 

Del Gallego acknowledges the 
partnerships of business, communi: 
{ies and local government in deliv- 
ering much-needed assistance 10 
the poor sectors of Visayas, 

‘here is no challenge so great 
that cannot be overcome, especially 
by those who have les but support- 
ed by those who have more, ” he 
added. 
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Thinking out of the box 


FILIPINOS seem to have an affinity to 
boxes. Wherever port you may be, the 
chance for you to see a fellow Filipino 
lugging along a box is pretty high. in 
most foreign counties, port officials 
easily identify Philippine nationals just 
by looking at the luggage they carry, 
which will include at least one ‘bale 
bayan! box (a big box of goods Filipinos 
from abroad bring home to their loved 
cones). The box has now become part of 
Filipino culture 

Tes not surprising then that a dedicat- 
ed team comprising mostly of Filipinos 
developed further DHIS new packaging 
solution called the Express Paller, a box 
designed with world-class packaging 
standards. The Express Pallet is not just 
any ordinary box. Made of sturdy rein- 
forced cardboard material, it has perfo- 
rated sides that can be folded to fitship- 
‘ment volumes of 50 kg, 75 kg and 100 
kg. Weather-resistant and pallerized, it 
allows easier handling by forklif. 

‘The Express Pallet was actually an 
existing product in New Zealand a few 
years ago, used mostly for domestic 


tofocus more on heavier shipments, the 
Express Pallet was identified as the 
most effective packaging solution that 
could be developed further. 

The DHL Team in the Philippines 
modified the original Express Pallet, de- 
veloping a sturdier box ideal for long- 
haul fights. One of the most significant 
enhancements made was creating a 
cardboard pallet to support the box in- 
stead of the usual wood pallet. This 
conversion was developed to avoid any 
problems or inconveniences in coun- 
tries that have strict regulations con- 
ceming the entry of wood and wood 
products in their territory 

Consultations with representatives 
of the semi-conductor, electronics and 
automotive industries, were undertak- 
ento take note of special requirements 
of shipments sent by these industries 
Thus, DHL developed a box airtight 
enough to keep out moisture that could 
harm sensitive electronic parts, made of 
sturdy cardboard material that 
wouldn't get soggy even if submerged 
in water for two hours, and won't tear 


“We take pride in this innovation. We 
salute the team for their creativity and 
dedication to make the Express Pallet a 
one-oFa-kind packaging solution. This 
goes to show how much we at DHL 
Philippines strive to effectively comply 
with and even anticipate customers’ 
needs by providing quality products 
and services", said DHL Express country. 
manager Alan Cassels. 

Currently, the Express Pallet is of- 
fered in 14 countries across Southeast 
Asia. In the Philippines, it is one of the 
more popular products of DHL since its 
launching this March. Surprisingly, de- 
spite being developed primarily as a 
business solution, Express Pallet is also 
used by customers for sending personal 
effects to their loved ones abroad. This 
is most likely because the Express Pallet 
is bigger than the usual balikbayan” 
box, hence it can accommodate more 
items. 

“The Express Pallet is a testament of 
DHIs dedication to provide customized 
service to the dynamic Philippine mar- 
ket. Better still, it is also a reflection of 


UNIVERSITY TOWER GROUNDBREAKING 

University Tower Condominium, located at are (from left): Jojo Alejar, marketing consul- 
University Belt, Manila held its launching cere- tant; Naz Guitierrez, president, Geostructures 
‘mony and groundbreaking last Nov. 20. The Construction; architect Albert Yu, Domingo 
‘owner/developer is Domingo Roque Jr., presi- Roque Jr. Doris Roque, director: David Que 
dent of Prince Jun Development Corp. Shown Pe, director; and Dennis Que Pe, director. 


02 launch at M 


‘shipments, When DHL Express decided 


the Filipino's ingenuity. 


AFP-RSBS, BELYN HOLDINGS CORP CONTRACT SIGNING 


The AFP-RSBS, owner and developer of the Riviera Golf and 
Country Club and Residential Estates in Silang, Cavite recently 
signed a contract with Belyn Holdings Corp, the holding com- 
pany of the Gopez group of companies. Belyn bought from RS- 
BS a 2.4 hectare piece of land in Riviera, which will be the fu- 
ture site of a resort hotel complex with a minimum capacity of 
120 rooms. Betyn envisions this to be the first of its kind in 
Cavite, which will boast of first class hotel amenities including 
convention and seminar rooms and facilities. Seated (from 


Benito Javierto Brizuela and family informs everyone that The: 
Healing Center of the Kamay Ni Hesus Healing Church, in Baran- 
‘gay Tinamnan, Lucban, Quezon, wil have special inauguration 
‘and blessing rights today, at 3 p.m. Quezon's healing priest, Rev. 
Falher Josy Faller, who has touched the Ives of countiess Filipinas 
here and In communities abroad, wil be officiating the blessing, 
along with special invited guests, the clergy ot Lucena, Bishop Ra- 
mon Arguelles of Lipa, and Manila Archbishop Rosales. The Cen- 


left): Gen, Francisco Paredes, SVP, RSBS; Honorio Azcueta, 
EVP/COO, RSES: Cesar Jayme Jr., president/CEO, ASBS; Be- 
‘nigno Gopez, chalr/CEO, Belyn Holdings Corp; Erlinda Gopez, 
EVP, Belyn Holdings Corp, and Lovell Gopez, COO. Belyn Hold- 
ings Corp. Standing (from right): lawyer Rodolfo Rabaja and 
Liza Lorenzana, RSBS; lawyer Domingo Foronda. corporate 
secretary of Belyn Holdings Corp: Roderick Luna, RSBS; Com- 
mo. Danilo Pizarro, president of Riviera Golf Club inc and 
Joanna Jose, Belyn Holdings Corp. 


Our Lady of Lourdes, which can be seen trom the Highway, and 
Me-sizad Stations ofthe Cross. "So far, an average of fifteen buses 
a day of davotees and the faithful flock to the church. The new- 
Dealing center wil be enable the parish to accommodate more 
people than the usual 1000, for their healing sessions held every 
Monday, from 8:30 am. to 12:30 pam.” says Fr Fuller. For more 
Information, call (042) 540-3085 and mobile (0917) 8596267. 
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ANOTHER cellular phone enters the Philip- 
pine market, but with an added edge; superi- 
ority and user friendly features. The 02 com- 
municators were launched at M Café, Green- 
belt last Nov. 18. 

‘The "X Phone I” and the “Xda If" were nat- 
urally the highlight of the event, with Paolo 
Bediones demonstrating the features to the 
numerous media and guests. For anyone who 
puts a premium on style and substance these 
phones are a sure hit. They are effective mo- 
bile offices for businesses on the go to boot. 

Mark Billington, CEO of 02 Asia also wel- 
comed the guests and gave a brief overview 
of his products and the company. Drinks were 
flowing and a good time was had by all. Look 
out for the “X Phone II” and “Xda IT" at autho- 
rized 02 dealers nationwide. 


02 executives with TV host, Paolo Bediones 
during the Q&A portion. Shown are: Mark 
| Binato, 02 chief executive acer, Chris Us 


Cafe, Greenbelt 


mr 


(02 with Media. Shown are: Nils Walnas, VP, prod- 
uct and service, 02; Ellen Suarez, marketing and 
communications manager, Haldane (exclusive 
distributor of 02 in the Phils); and Kenny Nuyda, 
assistant vice president for advertising, inquirer 


co, VP and general manager, Haldane (02 ex- 
clusive distributor in the Philippines); and Paolo | 
Bediones, top celebrity TV host. 


Party with jollibee Salu- 
Sale Packs and Platters 


SO, YOU'RE tasked to bring pot luck menu for 
a gathering with family members and friends. 
You can easily bring a great party food to any 
occasion in town without any hassle because 
Jollibee brings you Salu-Salo Packs and Plat- 
ters that come in affordable prices, convenient 
containers and great 'langhap-sarap' food that 
e with everyone. Family reunions 
and Christmas parties will be a lot more fun 
with the Salu-Salo Packs and Platters’ family- 
sized portions of chicken and noodle products 
for take-out, You can have your all-time fa- 
vorite Chickenjoy or the zesty Grispyhot Chick- 
an for the Salu-Salo Packs that come in 5- 
pleces and 10-pleces. Live a long, Jolly life with 
the Salu-Salo Platters that also come in two 
ett! and Palabok Fiesta 
h is good for five servings. No need to 
worry on how to bring these delicious-tasting 
Jollibee food products to where the occasion is 
because the chicken packs are available in 
take-out boxes while the noodles are in 
reusable plastic microwavable platters that you 
can easily take with you. You don't have to go 
through the troubles brought about by the holl- 
day rush because there is always something 
ready that you can take with you. Dash to your 
nearest Jollibee store and grab the Salu-Salo 
Packs and Platters which are perfect for get-to- 
gethers and pot lucks this holiday season. 


FOUNDATION OF OUTSTANDING MAPUANS, INC. 
Induction of Officers and Trustees 


FOMI NEW SET OF OFFICERS, TRUSTEES INDUCTED INTO OFFICE BY METROBANK PRESIDENT 


‘The officers and trustees of the Foundation of Outstand- 
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BIGFISH’S BLAST, SOUTH BORDER 
SPECIAL...IN CONCERT 

‘Shown are Bigfish Unlimited officers during their 
contract signing for their concert billed as Big- 
fish's Blast, South Border Special. ..in Concert to 
ba staged at the UP Theater tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
Seated are (from la): Rita Linsangan (presi- 
dent), Sharon Inductivo (business manager of 
South Border), Johana Elspeth Arceta (chair) 
‘Standing at the back are (from left): Jennifer P. 
Saavedra (VP for finance and marketing) and 
Raffy Linsangan (corporate secretary) of Bigfish 
Unlimited. Proceeds of this show will be donated 
to charitable institutions and some feeding mis- 
sions. For ticket inquiries call Bigfish Unlimited 
Secretariat at 998-8700/942-6847/656-2524, 
657-4136 or mobile nos.0920-8039900, 0919- 
4460446, 0921-4382849 or 920-7556. 


ing Mapuans Inc (Fom)) for the term 2004-2005 were 
Inducted into office by Antonio S. Abacan, Jr. (extreme 
left), President, Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co In sim- 
ple ceremonies held recently at the executive lounge of 
the MetroBank Plaza, Fomt is the organization of gradu- 
ates of Mapua Institute of Technology who have been 


‘conferred with the highly prestigious The Outstanding 
Mapuan (TOM) Award by thelr Alma Mater and by their 
promier alumni organization, the National Association of 
‘Mapua Alumni (Nama). Forni will be led by telecom and 
ICT consuliant, Cesar (Bobby) D. Castro (middle), presi- 
dent and principal consultant of his own consulting 
firm, CD Castro Consultancy inc. The other officers and 


the trustees shown being inducted by Antonio Abacan, a 
Mapuan and TOM awardee himself are (from Jef): elec- 
trical engineer Reynaldo C. Daquigan; civil engineer Ro- 
gello C. Lombos; chemical engineer Dolores Legaspi- 
Lim; business leader Nora Yambao-Rosal; mechanical 
engineer Sergio C. Balolong: MWSS Senior Deputy Ad- 
ministrator Macra Altajardo-Cruz; architect Jaime C. 


= BEST COPY AVAILABLE ` 


Marquez, civil engineer Alex J. Ledesma; chemical engl- 
noor Pete M. Jopia; hotel management and tourism ex- 
part Dr. Jose P. Mananzan; civil engineer and contractor 
Jaime H. Palara; entrepreneur Nestor U. Sytengco: elec- 
trical engineer Willington K.K.C. Tan: banker Angelito M. 
Villanueva; Nama president Hernando P. Limsin and Fo- 
mi immediate past president Alfredo P. Montecillo. 
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Thinking out of the box 


FILIPINOS seem to have an affinity to 
boxes. Wherever port you may be, the 
chance for you to see a fellow Filipino 
lugging along a box is pretty high. ln 
most foreign countries, port officials 
easily identify Philippine nationals just 
by looking at the luggage they cary 
which will include at least one 'balik- 
bayan’ box (a big box of goods Filipinos 
from abroad bring home to their loved 
ones). The box has now become part of 
Filipino culture 

IPs not surprising then that a dedicat- 
ed team comprising mostly of Filipinos 
developed further DHIs new packaging 
solution called the Express Pallet, a box 
designed with world-class. packaging 
standards. The Express Pallet is not just 
any ordinary box. Made of sturdy rein- 
forced cardboard material, it has perfo- 
rated sides that can be folded to fit ship- 
‘ment volumes of 50 kg, 75 kg and 100 
kg. Weather-resistant and palletized, it 
allows easier handling by forklift. 

‘The Express Pallet was actually an 
existing product in New Zealand a few 
years ago, used mostly for domestic 
shipments. When DHL Express decided 


sturdy 


easily. 


to focus more on heavier shipments, the 
Express Pallet was identified as' the 
most effective packaging solution that 
could be developed further. 

The DHL Team in the Philippines 
modified the original Express Pallet, de- 
veloping a sturdier box ideal for long- 
haul flights. One of the most significant 
enhancements made was creating a 
cardboard pallet to support the box in- 
stead of the usual wood pallet. This 
conversion was developed to avoid any 
problems or inconveniences in coun- 
tries that have strict regulations con- 
cerning the enay of wood and wood 
produets in their territory 

Consultations with representatives 
of the semi-conductor, electronics and 
automotive industries, were undertak- 
en to take note of special requirements 
of shipments sent by these industries. 
Thus, DHL developed a box airtight 
enough to keep out moisture that could 
harm sensitive electronic parts, made of 

‘cardboard 
wouldn't get soggy even if submerged 
in water for two hours, and won't rear 


"We take pride in this innovation. We 
salute the team for their creativity and 
dedication to make the Express Pallet a 
one-ofa-kind packaging solution. This 
goes to show how much we at DHL 
Philippines strive to effectively comply 
with and even anticipate customers’ 
needs by providing quality products 


‘manager Alan Cassels, 

Currently, the Express Pallet is of- 
fered in 14 countries across Southeast 
Asia. In the Philippines, it is one of the 
more popular products of DHL since its 
launching this March. Surprisingly, de- 
spite being developed primarily as a 
business solution, Express Pallet is also 
used by customers for sending personal 
effects to their loved ones abroad. This 
is most likely because the Express Pallet 
is bigger than the usual balikbayan” 
box, hence it can accommodate more 
items. 

‘The Express Pallet is a testament of 
DHEs dedication to provide customized 
service to the dynamic Philippine mar- 
ket. Better still, it is also a reflection of 
the Filipino’s ingenuity 


material that 
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AFP-RSBS, BELYN HOLDINGS CORP CONTRACT SIGNING 


The AFP-ASBS, owner and developer of the Riviera Golf ang 
Country Club and Residential Estates in Silang, Cavite recently 
signed a contract with Belyn Holdings Corp, the holding com- 
pany of the Gopez group of companies. Belyn bought from RS- 
BS a 2.4 hectare piece of land in Riviera, which will be the fu- 
ture site ofa resort hotel complex with a minimum capacity of 
120 rooms, Belyn envisions this to be the first of its kind in 
Cavite, which will boast of first class hotel amenities Including 
convention and seminar rooms and facilities. Seated (from 


left): Gan. Francisco Paredes, SVP, RSBS: Honorio Azcueta, 
EVP/COO, RSBS; Cesar Jayme Jr, presiden/CEO, RSBS; Be- 
nigno Gopez, chair/CEO, Belyn Holdings Corp; Erlinda Gopez, 
EVP. Belyn Holdings Corp, and Lovell Gopez. COO, Belyn Hold- 
ings Corp. Standing (from right): lawyer Rodotfo Rabaja and 
Liza Lorenzana, RSBS; lawyer Domingo Foronda, corporate 
secretary of Belyn Holdings Corp: Roderick Luna, RSBS; Com- 
mo. Danilo Pizarro, president of Riviera Golf Club Inc and 
Joanna Jose, Belyn Holdings Corp. 


BLESSING AND INAUGURATION OF VIA DOLOROSA GROTTO OF HEALING 


Benito Javerto Brizuela and family informs everyone that The 
Healing Center of the Kamay Ni Hesus Healing Church, in Baran- 
gay Tinamaan, Lucban, Quezon, wil have special inauguration 
and blessing rights today, at 3 p.m. Quezon healing priest, Rev. 
Father Joey Faller, who has touched the ives of countless Filipinos 
here and in communities abroad, wil be officiating the blessing, 
along with special invited guests, the clergy of Lucena, Bishop Ra- 
mon Arguelles of Lipa, and Manila Archbishop Rosales, The Cen- 


ter also features 268 staps that lead to a grotto with the image of 
‘Our Lady of Lourdes, which can be seen from the Highway. and 
life-sized Stations of the Cross. "So far, an average of fteen buses 
a day of devotees and the faithful lock to the church. The new 
healing center wil be enable the parish to accommodate more 
people than the usual 1000, for their healing sessions held every 
‘Monday, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m,” says Fr. Fuller. For more 
Information, call (042) 540-3085 and mobile (0917) 8536267. 


and services”, said DHL Express county. 
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University Tower Condominium, located at 
University Belt, Manila held its launching cere- 
mony and groundbreaking last Nov. 20. The 
owner/developer is Domingo Roque Jr., presi- 
dent of Prince Jun Development Corp. Shown 


Be] 


Editor Aries Espinosa 


are (from left): Jojo Alejar, marketing consul- 
tant; Naz Guitierrez, president, Geostructures 
Construction; architect Albert Yu, Domingo 
Roque Jr; Doris Roque, director; David Que 
Pe, director; and Dennis Que Pe, director. 


ANOTHER cellular phone enters the Philip- 
pine market, but with an added edge; superi- 
ority and user friendly features. The 02 com- 
municators were launched at M Café, Green- 
belt last Nov. 18. 

‘The“X Phone Tl” and the “Xda I" were nat- 
urally the highlight of the event, with Paolo 
Bediones demonstrating the features to the 
numerous media and guests. For anyone who 
puts a premium on style and substance these 
phones are a sure hit. They are effective mo- 
bile offices for businesses on the goto boot. 

Mark Billington, CEO of 02 Asia also wel- 
comed the guests and gave a brief overview 
of his products and the company. Drinks were 
flowing and a good time was had by all. Look 
out for the “X Phone II” and “Xda II" at autho- 
rized 02 dealers nationwide. 


02 executives with TV host, Paolo Bediones 
during the Q&A portion. Shown are: Mark 
Billington, 02 chief executive officer; Chris Uy- 


02 launch at M Café, Greenbelt 


(02 with Media. Shown are: Nils Walnas, VP, prod- 
uct and service, 02; Ellen Suarez, marketing and 
‘communications manager, Haldane (exclusive 
distributor of 02 in the Phils); and Kenny Nuyda, 
assistant vice president for advertising, Inquirer. 


co, VP and general manager, Haldane (02 ex- 
clusive distributor in the Philippines); and Paolo 
Bediones, top celebrity TV host. k 


Party with Jollibee Salu- 
Salo Packs and Platters 


SO, YOU'RE tasked to bring pot luck menu for 
a gathering with family members and friends. 
You can easily bring a great party food to any 
occasion in town without any hassle because 
Jollibee brings you Salu-Salo Packs and Plat- 
ters that come in affordable prices, convenient 
containers and great "anghap-sarap' food that 
you can share with everyone. Family reunions 
and Christmas parties will be alot more fun 
with the Salu-Salo Packs and Platters" family- 
sized portions of chicken and noodle products 
for take-out. You can have your all-time fa- 
vorite Chickenjoy or the zesty Crispyhot Chick- 
en for the Salu-Salo Packs that come in 5- 
pieces and 10-pleces. Live a long, jolly life with 
the Salu-Salo Platters that also come in two 
variants: Jolly Spaghetti and Paiabok Fiesta 
which is good for five servings. No need to 
worry on how to bring these deliclous-tasting 
Jollibee food products to where the occasion is 
because the chicken packs are available in 
take-out boxes while the noodles are in 
reusable plastic microwavable platters that you 
can easily ake with you. You don’t have to go 
through the troubles brought about by the holi- 
day rush because there Is always something 
al you can take with you. Dash to your 
nearest Jollibee store and grab the Salu-Salo 
Packs and Platters which are perfect for get-to- 
gethers and pot lucks this holiday season. 


FOUNDATION OF OUTSTANDING MAPUANS, INC. 
Induction of Officers and Trustees 


FOMI NEW SET OF OFFICERS, TRUSTEES INDUCTED INTO OFFICE BY METROBANK PRESIDENT 


The officers and trustees of the Foundation of Outstand- 
Ing Mapuans Inc (Fomi) for the term 2004-2005 were 
Inducted into office by Antonio 5. Abacan, Jr. (extreme 
left), President, Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co in sim: 
ple ceremonies held recently at the executive lounge of 
the MatroBank Plaza. Fom! is the organization of gradu- 
ales of Mapua Institute of Technology who have been 


‘conferred with the highly prestigious The Outstanding 
Mapuan (TOM) Award by heir Alma Mater and by their 
premier alumni organization, the National Association of 
Mapua Alumni (Nama). Fom wil be led by telecom and 
ICT consultant, Cesar (Bobby) D. Castro (middle) prest- 
dent and principal consultant of his own consulting 
firm, CD Castro Consultancy Inc. The other oficars and 


the trustees shown being inducted by Antonio Abacan, a 
Mapuan and TOM awardee himself are (from lett): elec- 
trical engineer Reynaldo C. Daquigan; civil engineer Ro- 
galio C. Lombos: chemical engineer Dolores Legaspi- 
Lim: business leader Nora Yambao-Rosal; mechanical 
engineer Sergio C. Balolong: MWSS Senior Deputy Ad- 
ministrator Macra Allajardo-Cruz; architect Jaime C. 
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BIGFISH'S BLAST, SOUTH BORDER 
SPECIAL...IN CONCERT 

‘Shown are Bigfish Unlimited officers during their 
‘contract signing for their concert billed as Big- 
fish's Blast, South Border Special... Concert to 
be staged at the UP Theater tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
Seated are (from let): Rita Linsangan (presi- 
dent), Sharon Inductivo (business manager of 
South Border), Johana Elspeth Arceta (chalr). 
Standing at the back are (from lft): Jennifer P. 
Saavedra (VP for finance and marketing) and 
Ratfy Linsangan (corporate secretary) of Bigfish 
Unlimited. Proceeds of this show will be donated 
to charitable institutions and some feeding mis- 
sions. For ticket inquiries cal Biglish Unlimited 
‘Secretariat al 998-8700/942-6847/656-2524, 
657-4136 or mobile nos.0920-8039900, 0919- 
4460446, 0921-4382849 or 920-7556. 


Marquez, civil engineer Alex J. Ledesma; chemical engl- 
neer Pete M. Jopla: hotel management and tourism ex- 
pert Dr. Jose P. Mananzan; civil engineer and contractor 
‘Jaime H. Pajara: entrepreneur Nestor U. Sytengco; elec- 
trical engineer Willington K.K.C. Tan; banker Angelito M. 
Villanueva: Nama president Hernando P. Limsin and Fo- 
mi immediate past president Altredo P. Montecillo. 
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Died on December 6, 2004 


His remains lie in state at the 
Molave Chapel, La Funeraria Paz- 
Sucat (inside Manila Memorial 
Park) Sucat, Paranaque. 

Interment will be on Saturday, 
December 11, 2004 after the 
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2 Message of Thanks 


‘We, the family ofthe ne 


IRSDAY, [ IPPINIE 
EMBER 9, 2004 


Born February 11, 1925 


Died peacefully on November 20, 2004 
in Lubbock, Texas 

He is survived by his wife, Lilia; children, Ester 
(Goji) and Erlito Fider, Malou and Cezar Baula, Joel 
and Nenette, Grace and Andy Alcid, and Jess: and 
grandchildren, Karla, Ysabel, Bea, Guia, Kathryn, 
Chloe and Lenny. 

He was buried in Lubbock on November 26, 
2004. A memorial service will be held at Santuario 
de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati on Saturday, 
December 11, 2004 at 10 o" clock in the morning. 
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Message of Thanks 


We, the family of the late 


MANUEL C. VICTORIO, JR. 


who joined his Creator on November 27, 2004 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude 
and sincerest appreciation to all those who offered 
‘masses and prayers, sent flowers and messages 
of sympathy, and who in countless ways, 
condoled with and comforted us 
in our hour of bereavement. 
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[Bu] 
OBITUARIES 


PAST GRAND KNIGHT 
SALVADOR LOZADA LAPAK 


(Founder, Knights of Columbus Diego Silang Council 7656, QC South) 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
‘on December 5, 2004 at the age of 83. 


His wife Perla; children Virgie and Rolly, Romy and Lanie, Maribel and Ed, Aleth 
and Ron, Baby and Rick. Butch and Irma, Jerome and their children together with his 
sister Asuncion L. Fuentebella request other relatives and friends to join them in praying 
for his eternal happiness in heaven. 


His body lies in state at Arlington Mémorial Homes, Araneta Blvd., Quezon City. The 
interment will be on Sunday, December 12, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. at Himlayang Pilipino, 
“Tandang Sora, Quezon City. 


EE 


T CESAR “JOKER” USERO UBALDE f 


of Viga and Virac, Catanduanes and Chicago, Illinois, U.S. 
(November 1, 1945 - December 7, 2004) 
Peacefully joined our Lord and his parents CASIANO and ASUNCION UBALDE 
on December 7, 2004, in Metro Manila, Philippines. 

His brothers and sisters and in-laws: Marino and Linda, Aven (t) and Lea, 
Edith and Vic San Juan, Marichu and Abe Tafiada, Susan and Camilo Ordinario, 
Felipe and Ester (t), and Rodolfo, aunts, nephews, nieces, cousins, and other 
relatives and friends, give thanks to the Lord for the blessing of his life and request 
the pious reader to join them in prayers for his eternal happiness in heaven. 

His remains lie in state at the family residence at No. 79 Aguho St, Project 3, 
Quezon City. 

Interment is on December 12, 2004 at the Heaven's Gate Memorial Park, 
Antipolo City at 9:00 o'clock AM. 
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DON sasco CHAPELS, 
Pasay Road, Maxan Ciy; Tak 894-5932 lo St 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
65 u.p, zal St., Poblacion, Maka Cy 
"Tle, 800-9686, 809-8191 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA car Bernardo Si. Guadaiupa, Makati Cy 
Hun: 695-1011 to 19 
MALABED FUNERAL SERVICE 
BA Coronado St, Guadalupe Vigo, Maka Cy 
"jal 090.8818 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 


‘ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH. 


‘Magaanes Vilage, Makan: Ciy; Tels. 882-0228, 852-7284 


"MALABON 
FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
12219 Gen. Luna St, Concepcion: Malabon. Matro Manila 
“Ta. 2012983; 2815034, 2810822 


"MANDALUYONG 
SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 


Enst Greonhis, Menaaloyong Cay Taiatax 724-4139; 725-2044 


MANILA 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Jose Abad Santas Ave. cor Dinatupinan St. 


„siso 7 
[sot cht Pecna Ave. cot T. Mapua, Mania 


3 Nan 732.4798. 7322807 
POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPELS, ING. 


"MARIKINA 
EAIC SANTIAGO MEMORIAL CHAPELS. 


25 Bayanbayan Ave.. Concepcion | Martina Cay 


"ets eed oun are NIT 
F. SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 


9V. Gomer 8 13 V. Gomez St. San Ron, Marina City 


Tols te 1728 or 846-1730 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS 
4 CREMATORY SERVICES, 
Loyola Manor Park A Soman Avenua. 
“abong: Marana ly 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC, 


143G Araneta Ave cor: Ketraya St. Quazon Ciy 
“Yess. 749.3806 wo 1, 712.3001: 743 6502 or OS 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 
284G Araneta Avenue. Guezon Ciy 
Te 71382311038: 740067, 7140988 
SE PETER FUNERAL HOMES, 
288 Quezon Ave.. Quezon Cay, Tals 372.3084: 410-820087 


-Tacuic-PaTeRos 


FUNERARIA ANGEL QUOGUE 


Tols. 911.9166 to 98. 941-3878. Teleta 941-3577 


'PAKET SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
13 V. Gomez St, San Roque, Masiuna Cay 
“os. 46-1725: 646-1730 


+PARARAQUE 
HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 


LINCOLN MEMORIAL SERVICES, INC. 


‘Ground Foor. JEMP Bag. J. Canarus cor Morcarai Sis. Phase 
UBE Commerce anier Prahaave, Melro Manas 


"RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 


8187 Dr A Santos Ave.. Sucat Paraaguo Cy 
“os. 625-1370, 826-3682 (0815) 712220 


"PASAY 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 


VERONICA MEMORIAL HOES 


ici NGI Morgan 517, Aia St. Pasay Cty 
“ul, 831-4797, 844-7848; 849-1601; 848-4830 


-rasic 


428 Camentna St. Pasay Cay: Tois, 831-1204 


GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK Ñ 
ang Bago Paleras, ao Mama T 


Bayanı Rooe, Fort ontaco; Tapa. Mato Manta 
Tois (DU 8452541 10 42, (Th) 8482394 1o 3B ioc. HOMIE 


PROVINCIAL 
ALBAY 


LIGÑON HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS. INC. 
ugong fosd, Legaspi Cay: Tels. (052) 820-0168 0917-2074152 


:BsacoLon 


acuro 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
78 Naguaan Ra 


"BATAAN 


ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 


2141 Rizal Ave. Sta Cruz. Mand: Tot Nos, 254-0887, 254-0839 


ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
16-156: Tuazon cor Lorio St, Sampaloc. Manlia 
"els. 740-3079: 781-3778, 


UNIVERSAL FUNERAL SERVICE 6 MEMORIAL CHAPELS 


2020 Fal Ava, Sia. Cruz, Manda 
Ti 00-4458 453-4540. 
WELINGTON FUNERAL SERVICES 
1511 Gon. Luna St, Paco, Mania: Tol. 2025447 


"el. 641-7900; 641-1735 


.auEzon city 
"ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
12. Aramata Avonve, Ouazon Cay 
Fe 7151028. 718-1091; 718-1027 
LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
123 ato Si. Propet 2, Quezon Cy, 


ASE S288 


"jus. (047) 2370018: 7811708 


*BULACAN 
FUNERARIA TUASON 


Poblacion, San Mguol Bulacan 3011 
“Tots. (044) 764-0281: 878-0208; (0517) 695-0808 


"cavite 
FUNERARIA SAMSON 


145 Bayan Luma, inom, Cavie, Tals (046) 471-3375; 471-2575 
LA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


DEC. 5, IBC 13, 


Human rights are those rights we deserve as 
human beings and are necessary to live as a 
human being. It is defined as the supreme, 
inherent, and inalienable rights to life, to 
dignity and to self-development. It is con- 
cerned with issues in both areas of civil and 
political rights, economic, social and culture 
rights founded on internationally accepted 
human rights obligations to which the Phil- 
ippine Government is a state party 
On December 5, 2004, in lyo ang 
Katarungan! with Justice Presbitero Velasco 
Jr., Sunday on IBC 13, 10pm, will feature 
Chairperson Purificacion Valera 
Quisumbing of the Philippine Commission 
on Human Rights 
“Iyo ang Katarungan” brings justice 
closer to the people is the aim of Iyo ang 
Katarungan. It acquaints viewers on the gen- 
eral operations of the Philippine judiciary. 
Hosted by Justice Presbitero Velasco Jr., 
Court Administrator of the Supreme Court 
was a former associate justice of the Court of 
Appeals, he is also the Undersecretary of the 
Department of Justice from 1995-98, na- 
tional president of the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines (1987) and topnotcher in the 
1971 bar exams with a grade of 89.85%, 
member of the Judicial and Bar Council, 
2000 outstanding Jurist awarded by the 
Consumers Union of the Philippines, Justice 


HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
“IYO ANG KATARUNGAN” 


SUNDAY, 10pm. 


Justice Pres Velasco, Jr. 


Velasco finished his degree of AB Political 
Science from U.P. in only three (3) years (a 
U.P. record), he is a member of the Editorial 
Board of the Philippine Law Journal and IBP 
Law Journal, past commissioner of the Com- 
mittee on Bar Discipline, past board director 
of the Philippine Bar Association, a member 
of the Rotary Club of Manila. The show “Iyo 
ang Katarungan” through Court Administra- 
tor Velasco has also been providing free 
legal opinion and advice to people from 
walks of life. 


Snow White: A 
modern retelling 
of a classic tale 


THIS wild cat is not wild at all... always smil- 
ing, Paulo can be very charming and 
affectionate, much like your pet cat at home 
who likes being stroked and is very playful. 
Paulo issix years old and is diagnosed as PDD- 
NOS which is one of the Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders. He plays the wild cat in Snow 
White: A Modern retelling of a classic tale, to- 
gether with younger brother, Mark. The play 
is very unique in that it brings together the 
special children and the youth of the commu- 
nity to perform together in one stage. The 
stage play will be a modern version of Snow 
White. It will be held on Dec. 11. For sponsor- 
ships, tickets and reservations, please contact 
Honey Lee at 0919-387-1182 or Marite at 
0920-913-0642 or Neda at the OLBL Praish 
Office 824-2688. Sponsorships of tickets for 
the benefit of children in the mission areas are 
also encouraged. Proceeds will go to the 
Apostolate for Persons with Disabilities and 
other projects of the Family Life Ministry. 
OLBL is located at 80 Washington St., 
Merville Park, Paranaque. 


SEND YOUR 
RESUMES INSTANTLY 


‘ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Ground Fx. Roung Has Chapel, Z7-Lacson SL Mandatogen, 
Boots Ciy. To 4397132 


so ray es ser, a 


Cave 
Tats, 046) 471-3988; (028) 471-4417, 086) 571-1978 


-cenu 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 

‘ve ite Lamug, Cebu Giy; Tels 231-0721, 231.3192 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Canute AS. Fortuna Stn Banta, andavo Cy. Cobu 
“ale, 34B 2548; 6.200% 
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3 "DAVAO 
3... COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, mC. 
Pi, Camus Ext cor 3. Abad Santos, Davao Cay 

+ Tame ais. (088) 227-1201; 227-1258 
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LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 
727 Grsoiogo St, Vigan, tocos Sur.” È 
"LAGUNA 


su ren Fan Sa aT ee, 
sanauon raana nous $ 
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S moere aana Kabayo 
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Bai Remocio. San Pablo Ciy, Laguna 
“eis. 1048 506-1068, 800-2914 Col No. (0817) 5016983 


"PAMPANGA: 
FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
‘Santo Entierro cor. P Burgos St Lourdas Sur, Angelas Ciy 
Tale, (045) 888-2050 : 045) 322.5247 


arizan Si 
‘OUR LADY OF PEACE MEMORIAL PARK 
‘CHAPEL & SERVICES, ING: 
No, BCangma St, Apts Cay 1870 
“el No, 697-0782: 697-0036, 6507426, Fax 697-2784 

F. SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
Guitnang Boyan, San Mateo, Aiza! Tois, 649-9949; 942-4460 

f HOLY GARDENS MEMORIAL PARK 
Tika Love Unshoppo Complex, Quazon Avo.. Angono, Rizal 


MARIAN MEMO? 
Mareos Pinay Aipolo, Aizat Tels. 625-1855, 
Lzampakes: 
na ‘DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
242 Uppor Kawan, Olongapo Ciy 
ois. 047) 222.3005; 1067) 81-1095, 
(sr) 222.4612: (047) 224.2014 
 BLONGAPO MEMORIAL PARK 
Dal Rosano St, Tatacunan, Sia Ria, Olongapo 
Tai No. (047) 228-1052 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
Email Address: Nombox Oto gov pt» Website: wew ta. govsh 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
‘The Land Transporation Otices wishas 1 inform the public ol the extension of he 
dosing dat in mo conduci othe Online Aucton ol sixty three (63) Limited Editon 
Vanity Liconee Pistes (VLP), up to December 16, 2004, wih the folawing losing 
ma por Lot Number: 


‘ORDER OF SALE -ON-LINE BIDDING 
63 VLP LIMITED EDITION 
(Opening: Nov. 24,2004 -8:00 AH AU Lota] Closing: Dec. 1,2004 ma seo) 


BG PG BG PG DEDE: 


EEE) Croo") Ceres) (C rert _) Coase ) eccee) (avons) 


=) CEE @omato) Creve’) Caeser) (GH HWW) (RIEK) 


Gere Gaze) aman) 


(esa Gan mn) (B095) 


EDEDED un ER) 


GE Gon) Goap Gr) YYY) Cat) PREP) 


Gaan) Creer) Cann) Coa) Cina) Crrrr_) C Duuu 


eaa) C88) Goaan) 


Documentary Requiromonts: 

1. Duly accomplished Appication Form 

2) Oils! Recept issuod by LTO Central Otice or Deposit sip from 

Lang Bank aha Phlappias (LBP) 

‘citing procedures and requremania can bo downloaded irom tho LTO website 
nto gov ph. Doadina lor submission ol application torms anol ba on Decambor 
1S, 2004, 800 p.m. For uriner information, you may contact Ms. Leda Z. Jose (02) 
{321-9067 or Ma. Herbaria Domingo at (02) 821-8077. 


(God) ANNELI R. LONTOC 


‘Asst. Secretary 
FO: Decenter a aay 
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PNCC seeks another 25¢ 
increase in SLEX toll fee 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE National Construc- 
tion Corp. yesterday said it want- 
ed an additional 25-centavo per 
kilometer increase in the South 
Luzon Expressway toll fee. 

‘The state-run toll operator said it 
had asked the Toll Regulatory 
Board for an increase of 29 centavos 
per kilometer in the SLEX tol fee to 
81 centavos per kilometer from the 
current 52 centavos per km. 

But the TRB approved an in- 
crease of only 4 centavos per kilo- 
meter, allowing the PNCC to col- 
lect 56 centavos per kilometer 
along the SLEX starting January. 

The TRB also allowed PNCC 
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Skyway Corp. to increase its toll 
fee by P10 and the PEA Tollway 
Corp. to raise its rate by P3 effec- 
tiveJan. 1. 

“We are not happy with the in- 
crease the TRB gave us. It is insuf- 
ficient. We will ask them (TRB) to 
reconsider,” said PNCC chair Pas- 
tor Ramos in an interview. 

PNCC spokesperson Cheche 
Chavez said the state-run toll op- 
erator had also asked the TRB to 
allow an increase in the North Lu- 
zon Expressway toll fee to 71 cen- 
tavos per kilometer. The TRB did 
not act on the request saying it 
would wait for the petition of 
Manila North Tollways Corp. The 
Lopez-led joint venture with the 
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PNCC is taking over the opera- 
tions of the NLEX in early 2005. 

MNTC said the toll fees along 
the NLEX might go up by about 
380 percent once it had taken 
over the NLEX early next year to 
allow the private group to recov- 
er its 5371-million investment 
and to pay its creditors. 

“The agreement with the TRB 
was that we will reduce the toll 
increase this year provided they 
‘will allow us to recover (our cost) 
in 2005. We originally asked for 
72 centavos but they asked us to 
bring it down to 52 centavos,” 
noted Ramos. 

The TRB said the Skyway toll 


for the use of the Coastal Road by 
cars and jeepneys. The rate of in- 
creases would be double for bus- 
es and trucks, and triple for large 
trucks and trailers. 

For the 30-km SLEX, the toll fee 
per kilometer would go up 4 cen- 
tavos to 56 centavos per kilometer 
for class 1 vehicles like cars and 
jeeps; P1.12 per kilometer for class 
2 vehicles such as light trucks and 
buses, and P1.68 per kilometer for 
dass 3 or trailers and heavy trucks. 

‘The SLEX is classified asa closed 
highway where the rates are deter- 
mined per kilometer traveled. The 
Skyway and the Coastal Road are 
open highways that impose a flat 
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Gagalangin Tondo, Manila. The National Statistics Office reported 
that the sharp rise in the cost of electricity and fuel pushed inflation 
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fee would go up by P10 and by P3 


toll rate for each class of vehicle. 


in November to its five-year high of 7.6 percent. 


RP growth to slow down to 5.8% in ‘05 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE EXPECTED slowdown in the 
global economy and domestic pres- 
sures are likely to slow down the 
country's economic growth next year 
toa high of 5.8 percent. 

‘The government's GDP growth tar- 
get for 2005 was placed at a range of 
6 percent to 6.2 percent. 

‘This was the prediction made by 
economists from the University of 
Asia and the Pacific who said that the 
growth in the gross domestic product 
next year would not be at the same 
pace as this year, due to the slow 
progress of economic programs. 

‘According to Bernardo Villegas, 
UA&P economist and senior vice pres- 
ident, the slowdown in the global 
economy will pull down, although 


not drastically, the country's electron- 
icsexports. 

Electronics, which is targeted to grow 
by 10 percent this year, is the biggest 
dollar eamer among local industries 
and the main driver of export growth. 

Economist Roberto de Vera partly at- 
tributed the likely decline in global eco- 
nomic output next year to China's 
move to deliberately cool down its eco- 
nomic growth to temper high infation. 

De Vera said the decline in global 
demand would keep the Philippine 
from achieving the 6-6.2-percent 
GDP growth expected this year. 

Villegas also doubted the ability of 
the government to achieve its eco- 
nomic growth target under the Medi- 
um-Term Philippine Development 
Plan (MTPDP). 

‘The plan targets a 7 percent GDP 


Enjoy the Convenience 
of Living Beside the Mall 


The 38-Storey Two Adriatico Place is strategically located 
along Adriatico and Pedro Gill Streets in the lively Malate, 
close to government offices, services, hospitals, churches and 
educational institutions. As well as being conveniently 
accessible through the Light Rail Transit (LRT) and the city’s 
major roadways. 


Forget about traffic and pollution. Forget about parking. 
Because nothing beats the comfort of living in a city within a 
city, Right beside Two Adriatico Place is a successful Robinsons 
Place mall where a complete line of products and services are 
available. 


So stroll leisurely at the mall. Relax and unwind. Let go of hurry. 
There’s no need to rush home. At Two Adriatico Place, home is 


636-0888 o 634-1289 
0922-8380888 


www. RobinsonsProperties.com.ph 
Email: properties @rlc.com.ph 


CORPORATION 


@ ROBINSONS LAND 


growth in the medium term. 

“It is too ambitious. The target is 
good, but do we have the machinery 
to achieve them?” said Villegas dur- 
ing the briefing. 

He said one proof that the govem- 
ment would not achieve higher growth 
in the medium term is its failure to un- 
dertake the key infrastructure projects 
that have long been promised. 

‘These include the repair of the Ala- 
bang viaduct, the S-kilometer exten- 
sion of the South Luzon Expressway 
from Calamba to Batangas and the” 
operation of the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport (Naia) 3. 

The economists, thus, urged the 
Arroyo administration to show politi- 
cal will in pushing for its revenue- 
raising measures to solve the fiscal 
problem. 
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The possible dream 3 


FTER 33 years of working that 
At him all over the world, Chef 

Ernie Babaran is home and sharing 
‘what he knows with those who dream of be- 
ing on top of the Pastry and Bakery Arts, 

‘At the International School for Culinary 
Arts & Hotel Management (ISCAHM), over 
dessert, he shared his tale—how he began 
and came to be one of the most respected 
pastry chefs in the country. 

Ts the dream of being a chef possible 
with limited funds? 

‘Yes! 

What made you decide to be a chef? 

Nag-umpisa parang hobby. Tapos nag-tu- 
loy tuloy na. 

How did you start? 

Istarted in the province—gumagawa ako 
ng pilipit, fritters at donuts. When I came to 
Manila, 1 got a job at the Merced Bakeshop 
and started as steward (then) I became as- 
sistant baker. Tapos sa Bake-In. Mula doon, 
lumipat ako sa Rustan's La Fontanella, then 
Manila Garden, Philippine Plaza, Intercon 
at noong 1979, 1 went to Dubai Internation- 
al Hotel kung saan ako ay pastry chef na. Lu- 
mipat ako muli mula Dubai sa Macau Man- 
darin then sa Fiji, then Shangri-La tapos sa 
Mandarin Oriental Manila. 

At present, | am assistant director for Pas- 
try and Bakery Arts at the ISCAHM, a school 
putup and run by chef Norbert Gandler. 

What advice will you give to those who 
want to pursue this career? 

Be patient, With pastry, dapat may pasen- 
sya ka. Recipes are important, too. They are 
the basis for everything, dapat laging eksak- 
to. Kaunting mali, nagkaka-diperensya ang 
kinalalabasan. Mag-aral kayo, kasi sobra 
nang competitive. Kung hindi naman, mag 
tiyagang mag-apprentice. Huwag mamili ng 
trabaho. 

To whom do you owe your success? 

Kay Zoilo Cabrera, ang ninong ko. Mula sa 
Merced Bakeshop sinubaybayan at in- 
alalayan niya ako. Kay chef Joseph Paier 
and, of course, chef Norbert Gandler. Naiiba 
si Chef Gandler. He is an artist and he moti- 
vates you. 

To what do you owe your success? 

Patience, tiyaga 

Final words: 

Pag may pinasok kayo, panindigan ninyo! 

A frequently requested recipe from 
Kitchen Rescue is fruit cake to sell during 
the holidays. Admittedly, I have a number of 
good ones but feel quite insecure about 
them. 

To begin with, 1 am no fruit cake fan. Yes, 
Tve baked them time and again since I was 
seven and they're quite good. But fruit cake, 
being the number one most recycled gift in 
the world, doesn't help much as a personal 
confidence booster. And for the life of me, 1 
wouldn't like anything cooked or baked us- 
ing my recipe to find its way to the third 
cousin of the friend of my tita’s officemate 
who received it from the niece of her ex- 
boyfriend who got it from his mom's secre- 
tary who happened to be her kumare. And 
the fruit cake was originally given to his lola 
by her neighbor's fiance, two years ago!!! 

So I took the liberty of asking chef 
Babaran to share his recipe with us, hoping 
that somewhere along the gift-giving sea- 
son, the tradition of recycling fruit cakes 
will come toa halt! 


Fruit/Christmas Cake 
375 g butter 
125 g shortening 
500 g dark brown sugar 
180 g honey 
590 geggs 
30 g glycerin 
30 g caramel sugar or molasses 
590 g cake flour 
90 g slivered almonds, roasted 
7 g baking powder 
935 g currants, dried 
875 gsultanas 
375 g candied cherries 
350 g mixed citrus peel 
100 ml rum or brandy for marinating 
1 gr cloves 
3 gr cinnamon powder 
3grall-spice 
1 lemon juice and zest 
1 orange juice and zest 


* Sources of ingredients are Santis Deli, 
Chocolate Lover's, Chef's Nook and/or Kil- 
lion. Please call PLDT for contact address 
and contact numbers, okay! 

© Grease the molds. 

© Preheat the oven to 300F/149C. 

Marinate the dried fruits in rum or 
brandy. 

Cream the butter, shortening, honey 
and sugar until pale in color; add eggs one 
atatime, 

‘© Scraping the side and the bottom of the 
bowl, add glycerin, caramel sugar and the 
zest. 

Sift flour and the rest of the dry ingre- 
dients and mix into the batter, 

@Add the marinated fruits and nuts. 

Put in mold and decorate with red 
cherries and nuts. 

@Bakein the oven for 1 hour, depending 
on size and weight of the cake or until gold- 
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Reggie Aspiras 


en brown in color. 

eTake out of the oven. Brush with 
brandy or rum syrup. 

© When cold, wrap with aluminum foil. 

Some of my favorite things and other use- 
ful information for the holidays: 

© Ginny Abela, Lemon Torte, 8525341, 
0917-8472549 

© St, Clements Kitchens Chocolate Chip 
Bars and Fudgy Bonbons, 4264076, 
4362850, 0918-9157984 

Fruits and Christmas scented candles > 


ue rossialeca CHEF Ernie Babaran supervises his 


The best Christmas present 
is securing your family's future. 


Enjoy the holidays with the assurance that your financial security is well taken care of. 
Ranked as one of the largest banks in Singapore and Asia, United Overseas Bank's reputation as a 
professionally managed financial institution coupled with our strong financial performance and 
quality customer service have consistently earned us numerous accolades for banking excellence. 

is this commitment that spurs us to continuously strive for growth for our customers, shareholders, 
partners and employees. 


Visit us at www.uob.com.ph 
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FREE WRISTWATCH WITH PIZZA PURCHASE 
PIZZA Hut offers Holiday Picks Christmas promo. Geta free 
wristwatch for every purchase of the Holiday Picks bundle. Di 
Feast for Two includes one regular Holiday Picks Cream Cheese 
Stuffed Crust Pizza, two orders cream of mushroom soup and two 
glasses of Mountain Dew Code Red for P349. Dine-in Feast for Four 
‘covers one family Holiday Picks Cream Cheese Stuffed Crust Pizza, 
two orders of spaghetti with meat sauce and four glasses of Mountain 
Dew Code Red for P539. Christmas Feast bundle is also available for 
Holiday Picks offers two holiday pizza flavors 
for the holidays—Chicken Relleno and Holiday Feast. The offer is 
available until Jan. 10. Call 9111111. 
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Resto freebies 
jor credit card holders 


CITIBANK is serving culinary freebies in 
select restaurants to its primary and sup- 
plementary credit cardholders. 

Citibank credit cardholders can use spe- 
cial Gerry's Grill discount vouchers to get 
free food or beverage items. If they use 
their Citibank Credit Cards to pay, they get 
a free Leche Flan or Iced Tea for a mini- 
mum purchase of P250, free Baked Mus- 
sels or Tuna Sisig for a minimum P500 pur- 
chase, free Beef Casserole or Beef Salpica- 
do for a minimum purchase of P1,000 and 
free Crispy Pata fora minimum purchase of 
P1,500. 

Cardholders can also enjoy free Sizzling 
Sisig when they order Gerrys Steak and 
any chicken dish or a free bucket of Ultra 
Light beer plus one free dish of Crispy 
Crablets, Calamares, or Kuhol when they 
buya bucket of Ultra Light beer. Offer good 


until Dec. 15. 

At the Macau Restaurant in Eastwood 
City, Libis, cardholders can get a free bot- 
tomless glass of ced Tea or Lemonade fora 
whole group when a Citibank Credit Card 
is used to pay for the meal. Offer runs until 
year-end. 

The Steak Factory in Ortigas gives one 
free Choco Pie ala mode dessert fora mini- 
mum purchase of P500 when a Citibank 
Credit Card is used. Offer good until year- 
end. 

At Melo’s Home of Certified Angus in 
Greenbelt 1 and Quezon City, Citibank 
cardholders get one free appetizer for 
three or more diners by using their cards 
until Dec. 31. They can choose from Paté, 
Chicken Quesadilla or Five-Layer Nachos. 

Call the 24-hour CitiPhone at 9959999 
orlog on to wwwcitibank.com.ph. 


Visit Hong Kong Now- HK WinterFest Package fm US5225" 


Santa's Town is coming to Hong Kong this year and Santa wants you to join him for a special 
house-warming from 26 November 2004 to 2 January 2005. You're invited to a joyous 
celebration when Santa turns Central, a world-renowned business district, into 


a festive Santa's Town. You'll find endless enjoyment at the Snowy 


Chapel, Santa's 


Lodge, Santa's Workshop, Giant Music Box, and of course, the Dazzling Christmas Tree. 
Take à stroll down the romantic Mistletoe Boulevard and don't forget to make a wish in Santa's Town. 


‘What's more, stunning decorations and Christmas lighting will enhance the magnificent 
skyline. And with the Hong Kong WinterFest Passport to Amazing Offers, your holiday will be packed with incredible 
bonuses at great stores and restaurants accredited by the Quality Tourism Services Scheme. 2 


So enjoy this heart-warming season and avail of Cathay Pacific's “Visit Hong Kong Now - HK WinterFest Package” 


which includes: 


* Roundtrip Economy Class air ticket on Cathay Pacific 
“2 Nights hotel accommodation on ROOM ONLY basis 
+ Roundtrip airportihotel transfers by seat-in-coach 


‘Terms and conditions 


harbour view along the glorious 


“Tickets must be purchased between 01 December 2004 and } 1 March 2005. + Promo rate is only valid for travel departing 
Manila from 01 December 2004 and || March 2005 only. (Travel must be completed by 15 March 2005. For some hotels, travel 
must be completed by 28 February 2005.) Peak season surcharge applies for travel departing 14-31 December 2004. + Tickets 
are non-endorsable, non-reroutable, and non-refundable. + Tickets are restricted to a minimum of 2 days and maximum of 8 days stay. 


availability and cannot be guaranteed by Cathay Pacific Airways. + 
or transfers, is not entitled to any payment or compensation from Cathay Pacific. + Maximum of 
two adults and one child per room. + Rate does not include the Hong Kong Security Tax. 


“Other terms and conditions apply. 
"Rates differ for travel 


Cebu. For more details, contact your travel agent or Cathay Pacific 


at 02-7570888 (Manila), 32-2313747 (Cebu) or through our general sales agent RRS at 82-2228901 
For more information about Hong Kong, please visit DiscoverHongKong.com 5. 
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Tips for 
worry-free 
celebration 


MONTEREY, the company that pioneered the 
neighborhood meatshop concept in the coun- 
try, offers some tips for worry-free, Christmas 
home cooking. 

Easy menu-planning. Ask family mem: 
bers to assist you in planning the Noche 
Buena dinner, getting their suggestions for : 
possible party themes, among others. A 
singular motif will make it easier to plan : 
recipes, activities and decorations. 

For the menu, you may want to go for 
“something old, something new” like morcon 
and lengua as well as spaghetti with meatballs - 
and barbecue steak. Have a meat lovers 
Christmas dinner with, among others, lechon 
kawali, pochero and bulalo. Or go for a Pinoy- 
style lauriat with lumpiang shanghai, pancit 
molo, siomai and quikiam. 

For more menu ideas, visit a Monterey 
neighborhood meatshop and see its exten- 
sive array of pork and beef cuts for a wide 
variety of dishes. 

No-fuss preparation. Don't hesitate to del- 
egatel Assign family members different 
chores like marketing, food preparation and 
cooking. This will ensure efficiency in the 
kitchen and is also a good opportunity to 
teach culinary skills to amateur cooks in the 
family. 

Buy your meat needs at Monterey where 
you can have lean, fresh-chilled pork and beef 
cuts anytime of day. Soon Monterey neighbor- 
hood meatshops all over the country will be 
transformed into one-stop, convenience 
stores that offer not just meats but also veg- 
etables and other ingredients 

Relatives and friends abroad can also show 
their love and esteem by sending loved ones 
here flavorful fresh pre-cut or pre-marinated 
Monterey meats and ready-to-eat meals 
through myayala.com. 

‘The online grocery facility allows Filipinos 
in North America and the Middle East to pur- 
chase Monterey products for delivery to rela- 
tives and friends in Metro Manila. 

Minimum order is P1,300. 

So have a merry and safe Christmas cele- 
bration by buying your fresh meat from a reli 
able source like Monterey. Visit a Monterey 
neighborhood meatshop nearest you. 


CHEF Ernie 
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From page Cl 


in all shapes, colors and sizes for your 
Christmas dinner and buffer tables, 0917- 
8990306/0917-8222122 

Food orders for the holiday sea- 
son—simple and delicious home cooking, 
Offie Benavidez of O's Kitchen, 0917 
8150822; Boots Salas, 0916-5265284: Joel 
Vilches, 0917-5414880; Ditas Lumpiang 
Hubad, 6330205 

© Roasted Lamb on a Spit-2790556/0920- 
2090330 

@Ready-to-cook corned beef, steaks and 
roasted Australian calf (prime beef), JR & 
Vinia Camacho, 9265647, 0918-9104913 

eBaked Virginia Ham and giant 
chicharon, The Plaza, Myrna, 7182211 

© Ensaimada, Mrs. Cunanan, 6310798 

Beautifully packaged food and wine 
baskets, Girlie Canoy, 6471316/6471366 


For questions and comments text 0917-8399888 
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A jewel of a dinner on Dec. 11 


TAGAYTAY Highlands 
teams up with Rustan's to 
present “Dinner and Jew- 
els”, a show of food and 
jewelry, Dec. 11-12. 

The affair combines a private 
viewing of Rustan's jewelry col- 
lection and degustacion dinner at 
LaBelle Brasserie. 

Annabelle Ong, director for 
marketing and membership ser- 
vices, said the event is being held 
following the success of last 
year's private viewing of Rus- 
tan's exclusive jewelry and time- 
piece collections. 

Exclusive discounts will be 
given to members of Tagaytay 
Highlands. The Metropolitan 
Museum of Modem Art will also 
raffle off museum pieces to the 


TAGAYTAY Highlan 


and Jewels.” 


chef See Cheong Yan 
will weave gastronomical magicat “Dinner 


degustacion dinner patrons. 

At 6-10 p.m.,Dec. 11, High- 
lands’ Malaysian-born executive 
chef, See Cheong Yan, will pre- 
pare a special selection of recipes 
for a sumptuous Degustacion 
Dinner. 

Menu will include Alsatian 
Seared Duck Breast with foie 

Edamane Puree with 
led Miso Chilean Seabass 
Japanese Morokyu, Roast 

Rack of Lamb of garlic with 
Provence herbs topped with 
amaretto mascarpone cream 
with mixed berries for dessert 

The exclusive dinner is open 
only to 40 patrons. 

Cali (046) 4130820, 
4132033. For membership and 
related information, call 
6872885. 


HOLIDAY 
PASTRIES 
Brownies and 
caramel cakesas 
gifts this 
Christmas? Why 
not! Levs and 
Denz Pastries 
offers these 
treatsat A. 
Mabini St., San 
Roque, Marikina 
City. The special 
holiday packages 
comeinfour 

sizes: PAS for an 
eight-piece pack, 
P65 for I2, P80 
for 15 and P220 
for 48. Call 
4572454, 0916- 
4158911 and 
0927-8148701. 


‘TROPICAL fruits and vegetables, blended with special Chef's 


Dressing 


Guilt-free dining 


CAFE Nuevé, a health food estab- 
lishment, has opened at the G/F 
of The Tony Galvez Centrum, 9th 
Avenue cor. P Tuazon Blvd., 
Cubao, Quezon City, 

Each item on the menu has 
been carefully evaluated by a nu- 
tritionist and comes with com- 
plete nutritional information. 

Jeff Edward Galvez, owner and 
operator of Café Nuevé, says he 
wants to educate Filipinos on 
healthy dining. As too much sugar, 
fats and salt are bad for the health, 
the restaurant serves low-sodium, 
low-fat and low-sugar dishes. 

‘At Café Nuevé, you can eat as 
much as you want without feeling 


TUNA and onion sandwich 


guilty 

Diners can start with the Tropi- 
cal Fruits and Vegetables Salad, a 
crunchy blend of fruits and fresh 
vegetables. Pasta lovers can choose 
from Tuna with Tomato Sauce, 
Pesto, Anchovies with Parsley 
Sauce, and Chicken with White 
Mushroom Sauce, among others. 

Café Nuevé offers a wide 
lection of sandwiches. M: 
dishes (fish and chicken) are 
served with grilled vegetables 
and brown rice 

Galvez says the restaurant does 
not serve pork or lean meat, just 
chicken, It also serves brown rice 
because i's healthier than white. 


Catering management 
workshop Dec. 13-21 


THE MB&G/ProActive is con- 
ducting the Managing a Catering 
Business seminar-workshop 1-5 
p.m. Dec. 13-21, at Ipanema Bar 
& Restaurant, Eastwood City, Li- 
bis, Quezon City. 

Reservations are currently be- 
ing accepted ona first-come-first- 
served basis at 6871787 or 
(0915)4315375, Only 20 partici- 
pants will be accepted. 

Seminar fee is P5,000 per par- 
ticipant, inclusive of manual and 


handouts, workshop materials 
and equipment, snacks, and cer- 
tificate of completion. 

The seven-day training will fea- 
ture leerures and hands-on work- 
shops on legal requirements; 
planning the menu, equipment 
and staffing; cost control; room 
arrangements, among others. 
MB&G/ProActive has been in the 
business of training food service 
executives and hospitality busi- 
ness owners since 1989. 
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Promo rolls out 
classic hits 


‘TG.LFriday's is celebrating its 10th year in 
the Philippines this December and it rolls 
out Rock 'N Roll Classic items to mark a 
decade of great food and fun. 

Start off with Loaded Cheese Fries, 
crispy French fries smothered in melted 
Colby and Monterey Jack cheeses, bacon 
bits and green onions, then team them up 
with a thick beefy burger. The new Jack 
Daniel's Burger is ground beef char-grilled 
to perfection, topped with Friday's original 
Jack Daniel glaze, Cajun onion rings, melt- 
ed Colby cheese and served with a side of 
onion rings and Jack Daniel's Glaze. 

The golden brown Country Chicken 
Fried Chicken, served with hearty country 
gravy, cheddar cheese, mashed potatoes 
and grilled corn cobs, will surely get every- 
one rockin’ and rollin’. 

Surf & Turf features a thick, juicy char- 
grilled New York strip steak, along with sa- 
vory Jack Daniel's shrimp and served with 


ipa 


napuspos 


Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 


baked potato and Jack Daniel's Glaze, 

A “60s drive-in wouldn't be complete 
without the famous soda and fountain 
drinks, thus Fridays is ushering back in a 
modern-day classic with Coke Ice Cream 
Float and Cherry or Vanilla Coke. 

In addition, a rich chocolaty cake, 
topped with a big scoop of ice cream, cher- 
ry marshmallow sauce and chocolate syrup 
called Cherry Coca-Cola Cake is the ulti- 
mate dessert. 

An exclusive TG.I.Fridays Rock ‘N Roll 
Classic CD—a choice between hits from the 
rock'n roll era or choicest hits from 1994 to 
2004—will be given away for free for every 
order of Surf and Turf or any two dishes 
from Rock'N Roll Classic items until Jan. 15, 
2005 or until supply lasts. TG.LFridays 
branches are located in Glorietta 3, Robin- 
son's Manila, Hotel Rembrandt, Quezon 
City, Sta. Lucia East and Alabang Town Cen- 
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2F Marvin Plaza Blig., 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, cor. VA. Rufino St, Makali Ci Tels.: 812-6047 / 812-8076 lo 79/ 802-6449 = Fax: B10-9797 
E-mall address: inlo@canon.com.ph + werw.canon.com.ph s 
‘South & South East Asla Hoglonal Headquarters: Canon Singapore Pie Lis 1 HarbouFront Avonue,#04-01, Koppal Bay Tower, Singaporo 098632" wwrw.canon-asa.com 
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Slow-acting bureaucracy puts consumers at risk 


IC del Fierro Jr, in some office in the Department Jems and osteoarthritis. In her printed in the newspapers as a used in Amargozin] significantly 
president ofthe or. ofHealth. = letter, she admitted that she did public service. Moreover, I be- and statistically lowered high 
ization called HerestheleerofDelFiero: “THE not consult her doctor when she lieve manufacturers should indi- blood sugar level among Type 2 
. gani “in fairness to DTI, the con- £ started taking three pills of cate the complete list of ingredi- diabetics. 
Coalition for Consumer sumer affairs desk responded CONSUMER Amargozin a day in addition to . ents on the label of this supple- “The researchers also indicat- 
Protection and Welfare, promptly to my complaint and, 1... K the prescribed oral pills. When ment.” ed the presence of substantial 
“has one complaint about on the first week of November, Marietta her doctor learned about it, she While we're still waiting forthe amounts of vitamin K in am- 
consumer welfare in the endorsed the case to the Bureau Velasco Girory A A| was advised to stop taking the response of Secretary Dayrit, palaya. Normal levels of this vi- 
That he airs in his. of Food and Drug (BFAD). I have ampalaya food supplement im- here'sareaction from Dr Eliseo T. tamin hastens the healing of 
country that he airs in his Seen following it up since then, stead of finding protection from mediately because he said it was Banaynal, the medical director of wound, but excessive amount in 
.various speaking engage- tracingits path from DTI to BFAD. the government, consumers here loaded with vitamin K, which Altermed Corp, distributor of the blood tan cause abnormal 
ments here and abroad. Finally Twas informed onNov.30 are being penalized for complain- Was not compatible with her Amargozin: bleeding [as well ‘as aggravate 
“The long [bureaucratic] pro- that the case would have to been- ing,” he said. medication. Her doctor also "Ampalaya is a wonder veg- the condition of malfunctioning 
cess is enough to bleed con- dorsed (again!) to the Depart- warned that the food supple- etable with widely known health livers]. There are three kinds of 
sumers dry financially when they ment of Health.” DOH assurance needed ment posed risk to those with a benefits. Ongoing studies con- min K. Fortunately, Amar- 
tty to seek redress,” he pointed Del Fierro has lost track of his  Eighty-one-year-old Nenita U. history of prostate problems in ducted by the National Integrat- gozin contains the third kind 
out, complaint after being told last Socrates wams a published assur- the family. Her husband died ed Research Program on Medici- that is destroyed when heated at 
He filed a complaint with the week thatthelegal departmentof ance from Health Secretary from this kind of cancer. nal Plants,a research group com- 30°+ C. We hope this informa- 
Department of Trade and Indus- BFAD was sil preparing the for- Manvel Dayrit that itis safe to "Since many, likeme,arebuy- missioned by the Philippine tion bulletin will alay the fears 
try (DT) early in November malendorsementto DOH. take Amargozin, an ampalaya- ing Amargozin [over the Council of Health Research and of both health profetsionals and 
about the staple wire inside a “It's a long and tedious process based food supplement. counter]... thinking itissafeand Development [an agency of the their patients.” 

Ahon: brand of sardines, and that discourages Filipino con A diabetic for 25 years now, only a vegetable, I pray Secre- Deparment of Science and Tech- For more information on the 
Nat Ab ofthis writing, his sumers from pressing on [with she suffers as well from high tary Dayrit that you will enlight- nology], confirmed that am- product, call Jerry Co ofAltermed 

BOOM is sll gathering dust their complain to get action. In- blood pressure, cardiac prob- en [us] by having your answer palaya [the Makiling variety at 9258468 or 0917-5372094. 


Cooking 
for a Filipino 
Christmas party 


THE REGGIE Aspiras School of 
Culinary Arts is offering the fol- 
lowing classes: 

Dec. 9, 10:30 a.m.—My Filipino Christ- 
mas '04i-Lumpia Platter: Lechon and 

Nba Duck Confit with Dipping Sauces, Pako Sal- 
ess | ad; Corned Beef Sinigang with Asian 
fp Greens, French Duck and Pork Adobo with 
Coconut Risotto, Wasabi Cream and Native 
Cherry Tomato Jam, Bagnet Carved On the 
Spot with Fruit and Vegetable Sauces, 
Pinakbet Paella, Maja Blanca Panna Cotta 
with Pandan Corn and Orchid Truffle Oil 

Dec. 10—Entertaining with Friends (all- 
new, highly recommended): Baked Cheese 
with Crab Filling, Cold Cantaloupe Soup 
with Prosciutto Crisps, The Most Delicious 
Ever Garlic Pot Roast with Pilaf, Roast Duck 
with Delicious Apricot Sauce, Profiteroles 
with Truffle Sauce 

Dec. 11—My Christmas Favorites (all- 
new): Duet of Pomodoro and Squash Sou; 
Foie Gras Spring Rolls with Mixed Berry 
Dipping Sauce; Honey Chicken with Foie 
Gras Rice; Salmon with Tamarind Glaze; 
Smoked Salmon Spring Rolls and Oriental 
Pilaf; Grilled Steaks with Bernaise and 
Vanilla Risotto; Steaks with Blue Cheese, 
Toie Gras and Roasted Fruit with Boursin 
Baked Potatoes; Cold Grand Marnier Souf- 
fle. 

For the Christmas season, raw and 
cooked US meats are available—beef, 
lamb, turkey, ox tongue. Call 9289296, 
9273008, 6335162 or 0917-8399888 for a 
customized holiday gourmet menu. 
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CHEF Murlidhar Khulbay 


New chef 
introduces 


Fo il Soe | more Indian 
aoe eee a ye e e d! T seafood dishes 
FAvail of special disco rivileges in shopping, dining, healt! ING dine 
: ations when you use your AIG or Dolce Vita Ca new executive chef Murlidhar 
; Ka 


Khulbay from the five-star 
Ashoka Hotel in New Delhi. 

Khulbay, who is also from New Del- 
hi, has more than 30 years experience 
as chef in Japan, Oman, Germany, 
Malaysia, Cyprus and India. He has 
served royalties and other famous per- 
sonalities. 

‘The chef's expertise includes black 
dhal, tandoori, seafoods and Indian 
curries, He favors North Indian food 

=| women pa "and personally likes lobster, prawns 

2 P, and crabs. He wants to introduce 

FORUM bo AZ. - aae many dishes using lobster, prawns and 
pans pond pon crabs aside from chicken and lamb. 
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LEMON Herb Roast 
Chicken with Baby 
Potatoes 


Holiday meal in a 


S Christmas ap- 
Aree your halls 
may be decked with 


boughs of holly and your 
tree is trimmed with tinsel, 
but do you already have an 
idea what to serve on your 
Noche Buena? No need to 
stress out on your holiday 
menu. Achieve maximum 
flavor at minimum effort 
with San Miguel Pure Foods 
Culinary Centers delicious 
recipes using ingredients 
right out of the can and 
freezer. 

Warm up the appetites of your fam- 
ily and friends with Luncheon Meat 
Crispy Bites. Dazzle the holiday table 


AT 


AM 
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y 
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with Magnolias _pre-marinated 
Ready-to-Roast Lemon Herb Chicken 
with a siding of baked potatoes and 
Chicken Cordon Bleu with Duo Mush- 
room Sauce. 

Cap off the Noche Buena with 
Berry Fruity Salad. 


Luncheon Meat Crispy Bites 

1 (210 g) can Purefoods Luncheon 
Meat, chopped 

Ya cup chopped cucumbers 

Yacup chopped tomatoes 

Ya cup chopped white onions 

Ya cup Purefoods Supremo Vinegar 

2tbsp white sugar 

2tbsp water 

pinch of ground black pepper 

potato chips/nachos 

ranch dressing, store-bought (op- 
tional) 

In a bowl, combine Purefoods 


FAST, 


„with 


DAILY INQUIRER 


Luncheon Meat, cucumbers, tom: 
toes and onions. Set aside. In anoth- 
er bowl, mix vinegar, sugar, water 
and pepper. Pour into cucumber 
mixture. Toss. Just prior to serving, 
top on chips or crackers. Garnish 
with parsley or drizzle with ranch 
dressing 
Makes 10 to 12 servings. 


Berry Fruity Salad 

1 (850 g) can fruit salad, drained 

Y cali purpose cream 

% e Magnolia Cream Cheese 
Spread Strawberry Flavored 

1 tbsp powdered sugar 

Place all ingredients in a bowl. Mix 
well. Chill for at least 2 hours. Serve 
cold. 

Makes 8 servings. 
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5 SLIMMERS 
, EAAWORLD 


. NO NAAN 


At Slimmers World, we are very much concerned of your 


weight problems. So, we 


devised a perfect programme to 


suit your needs. Bio Dynamics is our medically proven 
weight-loss system researched at Tufts University - USA, 
that will definitely give you the type of body you've always 


wanted. 


Experience REAL FAT LOSS and BEAUTIFULLY TONED 
MUSCLES in only six weeks or GET YOUR MONEY BACK! 


SAVE up 


GERMANE 


to P21,000 


on Full Programmes. 


AQUAMID BOTOX RESTYLANE PERLANE ULTRAPEEL FACIAL 
LASER ACNE TREATMENT WART REMOVAL NUTRACELL-FACE 


a] 


IESS.8873533 CELLPHONE 09178984744 


SKI 


CALL US 


www slimmersvorid.com.ph 
Inqulre@stimmersworld.com.ph 


ALABANG Gemma/Breezy 609-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/annah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Sherry/Bheng 365-7653 
CEBU Joanna 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Blanca 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Lani 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy 536-0619 


Ni8871331 CELLPHONE 09164099312 


MEGAMALL Shello/lenny 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Joo/Muffet 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

‘SUBIC Beth 252-6514 

TRAFALGAR Ico 814-0138 


EKIN CENTER HOTUNES: ALABANG 7750586109183912510_ NONDO 2420728917822439 CALOOCAN 3057653 GREENHILLS 726152608182112732 
MALATE 5259890921317345  MEGAMALL637754309162009753 PASAY RD. 887353009165210785 PASIG 6473814/09275341314 


$ It’s Simple and Fast! 
G 


rem! 
| or credit it to your BDO savings or 


Porleadesck emat ut at ifestyleG@ingsicercom ph 


Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer life name/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


SINUK WAN 
FESTIVAL 


J 


‘December 4-10 
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calebration ofthe 9 
Sukwon Festivali 57 
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“Mipanyadsad alang titpled ! 


i 
4 
i 


Char cge your cash purchases 


to installment and get your cash back... fast! 


jet back the cash you spent on tuition fees, 
Siy tl, lamay teats and morel Semply present 


P offical receipts” (ORs) to any Banco Ge Oro branch 
E Metin Mes Mania oc reese oor 


is check, 


ibursernent in cash, manag 


‘current account, while you wait! 


{It's that easy! 
i _ Get extre cash at a low, low rate of 0.99% 


add-on interest per month. 


APE NOR 


See flyers for more details, or call: 
631-8000 (within Metro Manila) or 


| 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Tollfree). 


Olfer good uni Fab, 15, 2005 only. 


“Eseh OR musi be wl least P5ON and 
Emule ORs maa bo tat P3000. 


Pa DI Pert No. 4844, Sores of 2004. 
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FOLD in the flaps and line the loaf pan, pressing 
gently on the side to adhere. Set aside. 


An easy re 


ROLL outa sheet of Glad Bake, about 9-inch 
in length. Using the loaf pan asa guide, make 
a2/hinchslit on the open end of the Glad 
Bake. The sheet makes the loaf easier to 
remove from the pan and cut. 


PREHEAT oven to 
350° Using a pastry 
brush, brush about 14 
tsp of vegetable oil all 
over the inner surface 
ofa9x4'4x 2% inch 
loaf pan. 


‘CHRISTMAS Hearty Meatloaf 


‘TAKE a large bowl and combine the ground pork 


and beef. 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Roger Carpio 


HRISTMAS is about families getting 
together for what many people con- 
sider the most important occasion of 

the year. 

Generally, a major concern for the host of 
the gathering is what to put on the holiday 
table. Well, the aroma of a meatloaf cooking 
in the oven should help guests look forward 
with anticipation to the meal ahead. 

But there are as many versions of meatloaf 
as there are 
cooks. About all 
they have in 
common is the 
pan. Meatloaves 
can be made from different ground meat, in- 
cluding game, poultry or shellfish. 

Here's one basic recipe for a moist, deli- 
cious meatloaf using part ground beef and 
part ground pork. 

Although some put tomato sauce or 
ketchup on rop, chef Pria Chiongbian Solon 
prefersa couple strips of bacon as topping. 

"The bacon gives added crispiness, flavor 
and elegance to your holiday meatloaf,” says 
Solon, who runs, along with partner-chefs 
Ana Parks and Melanie Cruz, Cooking Basics 
Culinary Studio, a cooking center that offers 
hands-on recreational cooking classes (tel. 
7710082). 

To give the dish a different texture and col- 
or, Solon also adds chopped hard-boiled eggs 
in between the two layers of meatloaf. Sea- 
sonings include Worcestershire sauce, soy 
sauce, tomato catsup, garlic, onions, salt and 
pepper. Eggs and breadcrumbs are usually 
used to hold or bind the piece together 

“Just throw all the ingredients into a big 


STEP BY STEP 


ADD the onions, garlic, soy sauce, eggs, 
Worcestershire sauce and breadcrumbs. Mix well, 
Season with salt and pepper. (Before cooking, test 


for proper seasoning: Heat some: 


‘Taste and re-season if needed.) 


SPREAD chopped eggs to forma layer on top. 


The meatloaf 

will not only be a happy 
addition to the holiday 
table but leftovers make 
good sandwich filling 


bowl and mix thoroughly. But this must be 
done by squishing the mixture with your 
clean fingers or it won't hold together proper- 
Iy says Solon. 

Bake until the loaf is firm and the top is 
browned and crisp, about an hour. Prevent 
meatloaf from sticking by coating the pan 
lightly with vegetable oil. This also speeds up 
cleaning afterwar 

‘Once the meatloaf mixture has been placed 
in the pan, press down on it firmly with your 
hands or the back of a large spoon to level the 
surface and compress the n 

After removing the meatloaf from the oven, 
remember to let it stand on the counter for at 


least 10 minutes before slicing and serving. IF 


youre planning to have leftovers for cold 
meatloaf sandwiches, slice only the amount 
you will need for dinner. 

For uniform sandwich slices that won't fall 
apan, refrigerate leftover meatloaf and slice 
cold. 


Ingredients 
Yactomato catsup 
2tbsp chili paste 
500g ground beef 
500 g ground pork 
Zonions, chopped 
2 tbsp garlic, minced 
2ibspsoy sauce 
2eges 
3 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
1 c Japanese breaderumbs 
saltand pepper to taste 
6strips bacon 
2hard boiled eggs, chopped 
1 tsp vegetable oil for greasing pan 


For suggestions, e-mail the author at vba- 
ga@inguirercom.ph 


BAKING Press, the country's 
first and only baking, pastry and 
confectionery trade magazine, 
was officially launched recently 
at the Bizu Patisserie, Greenbelt 
2, Makati City. 

Guests were treated to wine 
and desserts. They included 
contributing writers Johnlu Koa 
of French Baker, dessert expert 
Heny Sison, Pastry Bin's Penk 
Ching, and chef Dennis Hipolito 
of Joconde Cakes and Pastries. 

‘With Anne Marie Ozaeta as 
editor in chief, Baking Press 


rants, hot 


Baking 
quarterly 


stands, 


House Inc, It is available in lead- 
ing bookstores and magazine 


Magazine for baking Filet 
enthusiasts launched 224 


aims to provide managers and * 
owners of bakeshop chains, 
stand-alone bakeshops, restau- 


els and resorts, pastry 


chefs, caterers, and baking and 
pastry students with relevant in- 
formation, technical know-how, 
tips and latest trends in the bak- 
ing industry 


Press is published 
by Angels Publishing 


Call telefax 7242688. 


and cook a small amount of the meat mixture. 


FOR SOME culinary inspiration for 


J 
Yo 


ilias 
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Flavors Magazine. 


come up with his own Apple 
Cake. 


Lasagna. 


your holiday, get the latest issue of 


Chef Jill Sandique of the Heny Sison Cook- 
ing School whips up seven chocolate concoc- 
tions that you can serve as desserts for your 
Christmas parties: Molten Chocolate Cake 
with Orange Ricotta Cream, Chocolate Hazel- 
nut Praline Tree, Chocolate Soufflé, Boston 
Creme Pie, Marble Pound Cake, Agasojo and 
Mary Jo's Chocolate Macadamia Sans Rival, 
Resident chef Eugene Raymundo, inspired 
by the pastries of Cafe Tyrol in Austria, has 
fainut Pound 


Pixie Sevilla-Santos, who prefers light and 
healthy meals, shares the recipes of her Ba- 
nana Bread Pudding and Grilled Vegerable 
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FILL the loaf pan with half of the meat mixture. 


cipe for a merry Christmas spread 


ARRANGE and top with bacon strips. 


PLACE in the preheated oven and bake for 45 minutes to one hour or 


REMOVE from pan. Let cool and slice. 


Read for some culinary inspiration 


Also featured is chef Giaochino Brambilla, 
guest chef of the exclusive ‘Tower Club in 
Makati, who whips up meals using olive oil 

Flavors also carries celebration dishes from 
a recent cooking demonstration by San 
Miguel—Tender Cuts Marinated Ribs Surf 'n 
Turf, Pasta Bechamel with Cordon Bleu and 
Monterey Sisig Rice. 

‘Also in this issue are Singaporean dishes 
featured in a local food festival and a culinary 
tour of Singapore. Readers can also learn the 
step-by-step procedure for making honey oat- 
meal soap. 

Other features are tropical interior designs, 
a one-stop shop for home needs and the 
newest food products and food promos. 

Flavors is a monthly publication of Tower 
Publishing ine. 

Call 7523551 to 53, 56 or 57 or e-mail fla 
vorsmagazine@hotmail. com. 
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Celebrate with the ‘three 
kings’ of buffet 


SPARE yourself the hassle of 
cooking at home for holiday 
get-togethers 

Have the three: 
mate Buffet featuring Dads, Ka- 
mayan, and Saisaki. 

At Dads, you can have, among oth- 
ers, Dads Ham, a cured leg of ham 
baked with caramelized sugar and 
pineapple; Roast Beef, a prime cut of 
rib-eye seasoned with crushed black 
pepper topped with slices of onion, 
carrots, celery leaves and garlic, then 
roasted to order; and Roast Turkey, an 
entire roasted holiday bird marinated 
in butter and white wine. 

Side dishes include mixed seafood 
with shrimp, clams, squid, and mus- 
sels, among others; pasta dishes like 
macaroni and lasagna with a selec- 
tion of sauces like Alfredo, Bechamel, 
Bologna, and Pesto; salads from Cae- 
sar to Waldorf; and Dads Paella, rice 
stewed in tomato sauce and topped 
‘with sautéed chicken and seafood. 


For dessert, choose from a variety 
of fruits, cakes, and pastries, or try 
the Bouche de Noel, meringue filled 
with chocolate. 

Kamayan buffers Menu De Gallo 
features Filipino tradition of the 
Christmas feast to our buffet table 
with a spread of all-time Filipino fa- 
vorites and special holiday treats. 

Choose from three different kinds 
of lechon—the traditional Lechon de 
Leche, suckling pig roasted with aro- 
matic spices till crisp; Lechon Liempo, 
pork belly marinated in a special 
sauce; and Lechon Paella, roast suck- 
Ting pig stuffed with rice, tocino, tina- 
pa, longganisa, and tapa. 

Other Filipino delicacies at Ka- 
mayan are Kare-Kare, Crispy Chicken, 
Afritada, Laing, Pulutok, Pinakbet, and 
seafood. Desserts include Leche Flan, 
Ube, and Buko Pandan. You can also 
make your own Halo-Halo or have 
Christmas staples, Puto Bumbong and 
Bibingka. 

If you want something light, try 


Saisaki's Best Dishes. Nabemono are 
one-pot cooking specialties like 
Sukiyaki, Ramen, and Zaru Chasoba. 
You can have your fill of broiled Yaki- 
mono dishes such as Niku Chiisu Ma- 


Maki, crabsticks 

tayaki, pork sp 

fish brushed with teriyaki sauce; Yaki- 
tori, skewered chicken fillet; Shake, 
salmon belly and jaw; and broiled tu- 
na. 

At the sushi bar, have a smorgas- 
bord of .maki, temaki and other 
seafood. You can choose from mack- 
erel, octopus, prawns, sea urchin, and 
shrimp roe, among others. Cap your 
meal with fresh tropical fruits or ice 
cream. 

Wich Dads’ Ultimate Buffer, you get 
value for money. At P495, you can al- 
so enjoy Kamayan and Saisaki buf- 
fets, in addition to Dads. On promo 
days, you can have the three-in-one 
buffet for only P395. 

Call 5316101 or 5317292. 


Christmas with Mediterranean touch 


MAKE your Noche Buena a 
little different with these 
recipes using the finest fla- 
vors from the Pietro Coricelli 
family of Umbria and Doha 
Maria's bounty from Seville. 


Pan Seared Pork Chops in 
Black Olive Tapenade Sauce 

(serves 4-6) 

1 kg pork chops (at least % inch 
thick) 

3 tbsp Pietro Coricelli Pure Olive 
Oil 

‘ac of flour (for coating) 


Confit 


Holiday meal in a jiffy 


Chicken Cordon Bleu With 
Duo Mushroom Sauce 

1 pack Monterey Chicken Cordon 
Bleu 

Magnolia Nutri Oil for frying 

‘ac + 2tbsp Magnolia Gold Butter 

‘Lisp minced garlie 

1 pesmall onion, chopped 

50 g shiitake mushrooms, halved 

100 g fresh oyster mushroom, 
halved 

Yc white wine 

1 call-purpose cream 

Vse chicken stock 

salt and pepper to taste 

Cook cordon bleu according to 
package directions, Set aside and 
keep warm, 

To prepare sauce, melt Ya cup but- 
ter in a saucepan, Saute garlic and 
onions, then add mushrooms. Cook 
for 2 minutes stirring occasionally. 
Remove mixture from pan and set 
aside, Using the same pan, add 2 tbsp. 
butter. Pour in white wine and let sim- 


Olive Topenade Sauce 


salt and pepper to taste 

For thesauee: 

1 head garlic, minced 

% c Doña Maria Pitted Black 
Olives, chopped fine 

1 tbsp Doña 
chopped fine 

3 filets Doña Elena Flat Anchovies 

2 tbsp Pietro Coicel Pure Olive 
Oil 

Garnish: 

Yacbasil, chopped 

Yac grated parmesan cheese 

1. Heat pan to medium high then 
add 3 tbsp olive oil. Season pork 
chops with salt and pepper. 

2. Lightly coat the pork chops with 
Hour and gently tap off excess. Fry in 
oil until golden brown. 

3. For the sauce: In a separate pan, 
heat 2 tbsp of olive oil then put 


Maria Capers, 


[A 


LUNCHEON Meat Crispy Bites 


mer until it reduces into half its origi- 
nal amount. Add cream and stock. Let 
simmer for 2 minutes. Add mush- 
room mixture. Mix well, Season with 
salt and pepper to taste. 

To serve, arrange sliced cordon 
bleu on a platter. Pour sauce on top. 

Makes 3 servings. 

Magnolia Lemon-herb 
Chicken With 

Baby Potatoes 

1 whole Magnolia Ready to Roast 


Roast 


minced garlic and anchovies. Cook 
until golden brown. 

4. Add capers and black olives. 

5. Add sauce to the cool 
chops. 

6. Garnish with basil and parmesan 
cheese. Serve hot. 


"pork: 


Rosemary and Garlic Chicken 
Confit 

(serves 4-6) 

1 whole chicken (around 1.2 kg), 
cut into 4-6 pieces 

2 c Pietro Coricelli Pure Olive Oil, 
or enough to completely cover chick- 
en pieces 

Seasonings: 

Ltbspsalt 

115p pepper 

1 tbsp rosemary, chopped fine 

Tbayleaf, crushed 

1 head garlic, chopped 

1. Mix all the seasonings. Rub sea- 
sonings into the chicken pieces. Add 
oil and marinate for 2 days in refrig- 
erator, 

2. Transfer chicken and oil mari- 
nade to a pot just big enough to im- 
merse all the chicken pieces in the oil. 

3. Gently heat the pot and simmer 
the chicken pieces for around 45 
minutes or until meat is tender. Be 
careful not to heat the oil excessively 
to prevent deep-frying of chicken 
pieces. 

4. To serve, broil the chicken—skin 
side up—until golden brown. 

5. Serve with potato or rice dishes 
or as topping for pasta. 


FrompageDI 


Lemon Herb Chicken 

Potatoes: 

1 kilo marble potatoes, skin-on 

37a tbsp. Magnolia Gold Butter 

1 head garlic, peeled 

1 tbsp. olive oil 

1 tbsp. paprika 

1A tbsp. Italian seasoning 

salt 

‘ground black pepper 

Pre-heat oven at 350 °F Roast 
chicken according to package direc- 
tions. Meanwhile, put garlic in foil 
then drizzle with olive oil and salt. 
Close foil then bake in the oven for 30 
t0 45 minutes, or until garlic has soft- 
‘ened and produces a pale-brown col- 
or. In a large mixing boil, combine 
potatoes, paprika, Italian seasoning, 
salt, and black pepper. Roast the pota 
toes in the oven until potatoes are 
crusty. Pull the potatoes out of the 
oven then toss in the roasted garlic. 
Season again with salt and pepper to 
adjust the flavor. 

Makes 4 10 6 servings. 


Christmas bonus 
e year round! 
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SPORTS Resources, ne 


Spons Chris Sports + Duly Frea Phils» Ohi Viga" ShopwisaSpots Basic Soutwood Mindanao + Royal Sporing House 
‘Sore + LCC Dap. Siora Gaisano Dep Sire + Golden Bel + KCC Shopping + G-U Sporting +The Mako Gaisano 


Shop big without blowing your budget! 


Conve 


ipstalr ~ 


Convert your regular card purchases to 


affuidable ‘nstallment terms! 


It's just One Call Away! 

Simply call 631-8000 to EasyCONVERT 
any transaction reflected in your 

BDO Credit Card biling statement 
‘worth at least P5,000, 


Its that easy! Pa 

No more worries in paying for your 
shopping spree charges. 

We made sure you can afford our 
monthly add-on rates as low as 0.9961 


Apply NOW 

See flyers for more details, or call: 
631-8000 (within Metro Mania) or 
1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Tolfte). 


#Olfer good until Feb; 19, 200: ny. 
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4 SUPER Bow! of China will open tomorrow at The Promenade, 

'4 Greenhills Shopping Center, Greenhills, San Juan. Offered are 

7 Assorted Seafood on Rice (above photo), Deep Fried Spring Roll, 
Fresh Shrimp Dumplings, Steamed Shanghai Dumpling, Crispy 


+ Noodles with Seafood, Braised E-fu Noodles, Stir-fried Egg Noodles 
3 with Soya Sauce, BBQ Pork Asado, Mixed Vegetables, Braised 
Lapu-lapu Fillet and Beef with 
3 Oyster Sauce. Super Bowl of China is located at Megastrip, SM 

3 Megamall Jupiter Street, Bel-Air, Makati; Glorietta 4, Makati; Chefs 
3 Avenue, Festival Mall, Alabang; and SM City North Edsa. 


'4 Seafood with Beancurd, Roast Du 


eam PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER maamin 


” ~ LIFESTYLE 
Haven ef holiday treats rei EASY, wth BDO credt cad 


MANDARIN Oriental Manila recreates Hansel 
and Gretel's gingerbread house at the hotel's lob- 
by and first level of Alabang Town Center until 
Dec. 31. Featured are pralines, Dresdener Stol- 
lens, Swiss chocolate brunzii English fruit cake, 
duck liver pate, Christmas cookies, cheeses, as- 
sorted cold cuts, wines and Christmas hampers. 
Gall 7508888. 


DUSIT Hotel Nikko offers Asian and international 
buffet. which includes Roast Beef, Sashimi, Sushi 
and Tempura. A Christmas and New Year Yuletide 
Buffet. which includes a 
Champagne Buffet, will be 
offered for lunch and din- 
ner on Dec. 24, 25, 31 and 
Jan. 1, 2005. Get one free 
meal whenever you dine 
with a group of 8, 12and 
16 persons availing of the buffet, plus free one 
round of iced tea or softdrink. The Deli Shop of- 
fers Christmas cookies, pralines and chocolates, 
ginger breads, ham, turkey and wines. Call 
8673333. 


DINING 
: OUT 


(CHATEAU 1771 Group of Restaurants features 
special bibingka and puto bumbong at Chateau 
1771, El Pueblo Real de Mania, Ortigas, tel 
6317340 Sentro 1771, 2/L, Greenbelt 3, Ayala 
Genter, Makati, 7573940, and Portico 1771, 1771 
M. Adriatico Si.. Malate, Manila, 5232063. For 
Grand Gourmand and Sidebar cardholders, the 
Round O'Five treat is offered until Jan. 30, 2005. 
Gat P200 off your final check for every minimum 
single food and beverage purchase of P1,000. 
Call 5251073. 


SHANGHAI Bistro presents “Eat All You Can" 
dimsum promo. For a minimum of four persons 
and at P199 per person, customers can order all 
the dimsum they can eat. Featured are Steamed 
Pork and Shrimp Siomai. Sio Lung Pao, Pan-tried 
Pork and Vegetable Dumpling, Deep-fried Taro 
Puff and Pan-fried Shanghai Onion Cake, Pump- 
Kin Soup with Crabstick and Sweet Con Soup 
with Minced Chicken. Call 6877103/ 6871861. 


eS fie á 
BURGOO offers food in foil packages for 
fuss-free parties. The packages include 
appetizers, pizza, pasta, salads, subs ‘n 


installment 


“its tough enough to make a ving — now, 

ine having 1o manage your cash flow 
Don't worry; Banco de Oro understands your 
need for something that can help you manage 
your day-to-day expenses. Use your BDO 
Credit Card and choose from our four EASY 
installment programs: 


Bass Cash, 

Get your CASH back, fast! 

‘The most convenient and most affordable way to get 

‘qa cash is finaly here! Through BDO Credt 

‘you can now convert your cash purchases, tuition fee 
is, and other cash expenses to instalment - 

End enjoy as low a5 0.99% add-on interest rale per 

front, kom October 15, 2004 to February 15, 20051 

ESs,CASH is avalable over the counter af any Banco 

De Oro branch all over Metio Manila, Drop by - and 

have your bansacton processed while you wait! 


az Convert 
‘Shrink your monthly payments - CONVERT your 
Tegulai cord purchases (o instalment! 

ji purchases of at least P5,000 using your 
BDO Credi Card may also be converted i instalment. 
by Srp col 651-8000; Cardholder may request 
For ESsyCONVERT waihn 36 days from the time the 
transaction is posted to the account. 


£ asuihonster 
Why poy more nhen you con enjoy a lon ow ete 
or bok? 5 


Smet Take a break fom paying hi 

maea ees Ka NGA y hr 

a ences To BDO MatterCard 0 

BDO Shop More Mastercard ieres to 

PG aao Mos yn ponon ot your oer cat 
a ae Your Ba bing sanan vah 

ol oat kn paman. 

2. Big Dese dorm loan BDO Shop More 
Books bing ace ste SM Depatman 
ares or ary Banen de Ora branch nyu and 
fiona tei om 7 

ABER BG KANSER eats toma 
maanen ol MG cher oedi Gris he ima 
Pade anu P5000 prod. 

NIANG aden ak can 
kalas Pons. 


42 Options 
Why wait when you can buy things you want today 
at 0% interes 


Want to buy tat Nat screen TV you've been eyeng 
Tor along une How abog gue yow bog ora 
fesh leak wah a new sea! DO Creat Card els You 
Go these and more choose te gies and the 
nasi payment erms at ZERO PERCENT INTEREST 
Ast go ia any dl bandh ol pr panepane mera 
dos win Mapo Mania oy Keg" Gobe 
{elecom "L Time Studio = Fossi + Cenos SM 


The best things in life 
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‘Center » Westem Marketing 
* Automatic Centre « Our Home «Play 

E Display " Ambiance One » Bims Fine Furniture + 

Sogo Home & Office Center Index Fumiture Center 
*EDIA Ace Hardware. 


BDO Credit Cards zim lo adress the consumer 

oe for lei value, loco and acceebiy 

ean dsc preng and mor gerere ata 

Bas ami uy es Gents: These naude: 

“Free SMa Advantage Card, ebing cords 
[Ses up 10 Tour tes moa eves ponis when 
{sed a SM Deparment Store, toy Engem, Ace 
dab ond Sports Cental and up six times 
tore wher used ats Superman, Super SM 
Fypermaret and Sk Appoce Cont 

«He Annual Membership Fee he fest year: 

« Opto five (6) Free supplementary cardholders 
NG recone on or bore December 3 
2008 and 

« Bier nese promotions in the for o discounts 
sn treebs ai State reso wel as mory 
Ganagang sors hl and isave tapad 

banag: 


BDO Credit Cards issue BDO Shop More 
MasterCard, BDO Standard, and the BDO Gold 
MasterCard, al axcepied worldwide. BDO Credit 
Cards are abo loaded wih these standard features: 
Free Los Card Proiecnon, Wide Payment Network, 
24 Hour Cardholder Seraces, Cash Advance fact 
f up to 30% ther credi imi plus the convemence 
2f BDO's longer barang hours that etend even up 
to Sundays and holidays for selected branches 


Take it EASY. We'l show you how — just call 
=" > DO for more information! 


are Light and Easy! 4 (T25, 


HARBOUR City Seafood Restaurant offers a set menu for a group of 
6-8 persons. The menu includes Shrimps in X-O Sauce and Cashew 
Nuts, Seafood with Spinach Soup, Steamed Red Pearl Fish in Tao-so, 
Steamed Crabs with salted duck egg, Fried Pigeon, Yang Chow Fried 

| Rice, Almond Jelly with Fruit Cocktail. Harbour City is located along 

Jupiter Street, Bel-Air, Makati. Call 8979797) 0707. 


Yummy 
giveaways 


ALBA Deli Gift Packages will be 

most welcome giveaways to em- 
“ployees, office colleagues and 
: clients, even family and friends. 

Each package comes with helpful serving 
suggestions and tips on how to store and cook 

. the items it contains. 

Alba Deli Gift Packages are available in five 
conveniently priced choices—small box 
(P750), big box (P900), Basket A (P1,200), 
Basket B (P1,800, with red or white wine), 
and Basket C (P3,000, with champagne). 

They include all-time favorite Spanish 
hams, sausages, tapas and other delicacies. 
Delicatessen items are available all-year 
round at any Alba Deli counter, 8:30 a.m.-11 
p.m., everyday. 

Orders should be made at least one to two 
days in advance. Delivery options are also 
available. 

Alba Restaurante Español branches are lo- d 

: cated in Bel-Air, Makati City (tel. 8961912): BEAM es 
fomas Morato, QC (9251912) and Eastwood ALBA Restaurante Espafiol’s Deli Gift Packs, an assortment of 
:3 Avenue, Libis, QC (6312216). Spanish delicacies 


burgers, Burgoo is located at 310 Tomas wy 
Morato Ext, South Triangle Diliman, QC; . 
2/L, The Podium, Ortigas Center, 

Mandaluyong; and 3/L, Power Plant Mall, : 
Rockwell Center, Makati. Call 9277424, — 

8981 1815-16, 6875254. O t : 


Installment program 


does it! 


ma ag 


a 


panang 
# 


ARTT 


wo S 


Enjoy Light and Easy 
payment terms at 


GIVE friends and family urterest 
Honey Baked and Smoke 
Cured Virginia Ham as 
gifts this Christmas. You 
may also opt for Rast US 
Turkey and have a choice 
of meat, oyster or apple 
apricot and sage stuffing. 
The dish, available in two 
sizes (medium and 
large), comes with 
mashed potato, corn, 
and cranberry sauce and 
giblet gravy. Itis 
prepared by Chef Eli of 
Aurelio’s Catering. Call 
7267321, 7269329, Pamapag sete 
7217952, and (0920) : $ 

* 9201883. 


it's that easy! 

For a minimum purchase of P3,000, 

choose from 3- up to 24-month installment tem. 
With all these options, it's so easy for you to 
choose the payment terms that match 

Your financing needs! 


"On selected items and terms at 
participating merchants, 

Apply NOW" 

See flyers for more details, or call: 


631-8000 (within Metro Manila) or 
1-800- 10-63 18000 (Domestic Tollfree). 


(Offer good until March 51. 2005 anly- 


ar D Per No. 5868, Sones ot 2008, 
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For feedback, e-mall usat ifestylo@Ingulrarcom.ph 


Text us your feedback: 
inquirer ife namefcity/mossageto 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


with Asian touches 


Chili's believes frequent changes in the menu 
will keep clients interested 


F - A ' The smoothest way 
Hg. BE to a million pesos 
5 5 is at your fingertips. 
AT LEAST twice a 
year, Chili's Grill and 
Bar changes its menu 
to please discriminat- 
ing diners, who are 
always on the look- 
out for new, interest- 
ing dishes. 
“We believe that 
changing the menu or 
offering new dishes 
on top of the popular 
items will make your 
clients come back of- 
ten as they would be 
curious about the 
changes,” says Laine |: 
SEAT GTA NAN texters must register as follows 
and Bar marketing f BNT REG <City or Town>/<Province>/-cName>/-<Compiete Address>/<Sex>/<Age>/<Code> 
head. a R 2 ‘Send to 288 for Smart & Talk 'N Text subscribers or 2350 tor Globe and Touch Mobile subscribers. 
Chilfs isa franchise 8 3 nago F ‘See posters lor detas. Por DT-GR Perat No. 2105 Sarles o! 2004 
of a United States- 
based restaurant that jf 
started in 1975. When Safe 


Lamy Levine put up Ë = á Sr lea Stylish 
tne hae eae METAL $ T CAS d i Reliable 
wanted a homey eat BRUY 3 JY Fi instant water heater Compact 
ing-place where R`“ r 
neighbors could get E 
together ; 
In 1996, three ‘ H E. 
friends—tuis Vera, p H $ SRP: 
Richmond Yang and ti x 4 maira & See 
Winston Chan—got CO = 5 3 < PhP5;286.00 
the franchise and f TA ae E 
brought Chili's to the $ x à 4 r 
Philippines. A fourth à 7 z Promo Price: 
friend, Robert Eppes, y 2 z F 
eventually joined the ff PhP 3,995.00 
‘group and put up Am- E pia 3 — 
Phil Food Concepts ui si 
Inc.,thecompany that E 
franchises Chil’s in | 
the Philippines. f 
The TexMex Ẹ i ATERA E 
Ra bled H rises semmmasnacscamaamme. ENT IETT WATER HEATER CO. INC 


pron masang 
TEXMEX/E4 ai nal Since 1985 


Bi 
Squarepants; 


e. get 


b] = 
GsongeBob SovarePants toy 
FREE in every 
SELECTA Ice Cream FunTub. 


(ot Vaca Humatarai ve A gi Rara Neon Spare ar eis 
BANANA NO aan” SELECTA 


51010 NA BANGE UMIP HSBC €&> 


Burn dallas sn ay purshasss ahi uadu aL The world's local bank 
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BY JESS ABRERA. 


EF You ASK ME, THEY 


ILLEGAL 


ANG PANING. / LOGGERS 


NAPATAY 
KILLER TYPHOONS 


MARVIN 


THESE ARE THE Bib, MUSCLED 
DOGS WHO WERE BRED TO 
BE FIERCE FIGHTERS! 


WHO DO E LOOK MORE LIKE 
A FEROCIOUS BOXER ORA 
SAVAGE BULL TERRIER Z 


BY TOMARMSTRONG 


PUGAD BABOY 


PEEVED 
CHIHUAHUA 


puss Boe- 
ete Au. 
GUNNDALE 
Smale Suez. 


Dour WE nave 
ANYING D 
Dene TAT 
NTO lege 
ay 


HINDI NATIN DAPAT 
SISIHIN ANG WEATHER 
SIEEN SLA SAO. 
i 3 
PREDICT NG BAGIO. A FANS TEA 


ALAM MO 
NAMAN ANG BAGYO- 
RANG BATANG 

N ADHD + 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


T HEARD there's A 
WRiteRs' NiGHt 
Somewhere. I've 
Decibep te Be THERE. 


WHY? ARE You 
A WRITER? 


YEAH! T SAY So AND 
I KNOW So! gesiDes| 
I Hearp there's 


FRee Foop. 


He4,I'MA 
WRiteR too! 


Horoscope 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're fiery, energetic, bold and romantic! You love daring exploits, and you like to be in the 


limelight. You seek out adventure. You love to test yourself. This is because you have a stron 


hero archetype 


within you. You will always protect your family. The year ahead is meant for finishing things and wrapping up 


major cycles. 


Birthdate of: Judi Dench, actress: Kirk Doualas, actor; Felicity Hufiman, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This is a good 
day to focus on bills, 


debt, insurance matters 


and how to share something with 


‘someone. If you work on these de- 
tails, they will be done quickly! 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Be very pa- 
tient wath partners and 
close friends . It's im- 
portant to hear what 
somebody else has to say. (Always 
two reasons for doing anything: a 
‘good reason and the real reason.) 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Act on your 
urge to get more orga- 


nized at work. You like 


to multitask. You don't like routine. 
The more organized you are, the 
more you can accomplish! 
CANCER (June 21 ta 
low Water sign. That's 
why you feel playful, 
(You might want to flirt a little as 


July 22): Today's Moon 
prankish and ready for some fun. 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


ACROSS: 
4 Graze 


4 Neruda or 
Casals 


HI 


NG Passport 
stamps 


14 Noshed 


115 Ellecive use 
116 Become 


voleny ative 
47 Defeated kui? 


220 Cap maker 
22) "Stepperwoir 


2 aunor 


T Shota haleine 
one 


223 Formalized 
TZ, argument 


288 Uncooked 


“129 Was infront 
50 Desre 


TZ wrongiuty 
$31 Mowcal money 


Te Wise people 
38 Border 


35 Boisterous 
frat? 


By Norma Steinberg 


38 Cow padgment Sy Norma Staines 


28 Repor card 
= nto 

40 Chip in a chip 
A1 Slugger Roger 


6 Prevent 

7 Falsehood 

B So last year 

9 Poairy 

10 Gershwin and 
Leva 

11 Freudian 
‘concept 

12 Mame 

13 Rolgous igs. 

18 Math-proot, 
lates 


42 Drenchod 
45 Mow 
Marsoilos 
46 Be serous 
about 
something 
48 Shen and 
= muscular 
49 Sale 
25t Paor 
recognition 
52 Capita ut? 
57 Clannetst 
Shaw 
88 Part of RED 
59 Darst Anais 
80 Prot plants 
181 Type o alcohol 
2 Dood 


19 Understand 

23 Orphan call 

24 Tas wo spoak 

25 Grooms 
allondant 

21 You shi 

28 Finished trst 

30 Parry Mason 


soy 

31 Exports, lor 
shot 

92 Fatnor 

33 Dosona 

34 Rouges 

36 Astcrolts 
Predecessor 

28 Tun on 

37 Mala 


DOWN 

1 Saka 
procedure 

2 Prono 

3 Pockmarked 

4 Mia Soros 
dad 

8 Sin or Lex, 


38 Hydroslecine 
sructre 

41 Grown up 

42 Actess Fycor 

43 Sey 

44 Daspot 

46 Pondors 

47 “Svanga 
Mage’ Gp. 


48 Chal Yaris pan 
50 Parched 

51 Comndor 

52 Mannandle 


55 Rega! laters 
88 Early rotation 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

22): Focus ona family 

‘member today, per- 

haps a parent. Some- 
one in your domestic scene needs 
your attention. Possibly you need 
Some quiet time today. 

buying and selling 


signing contracts and 


taking short trips. Keep up with the 
pace. Conversations with siblings 
are likely 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): This isa lovely day 
to shop for yourself or 


for loved ones. In par- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): This isa 
good day for business, 


an. 


‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): The Moon is 
in your sign today. This 
makes you more emo- 
tional, but it also makes 

you more intense when dealing 

‘with others. It brings you a litie bit 

of luck. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dac. 21): Its best 
for you to work behind 
the Scenes today, or to 
‘work alone. You might 

be successful when dealing with 

the government or large organiza- 
tions, like prisons and hospitals. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You'll en- 
Joy conversations with 
friends today, especial- 
ly female friends. Con- 
fidential conversations 
give youa feeling of bonding with 


Someone. 
Ò wili notice you more 

than usual today. 
‘Something you do will cali atten- 
tion to you. Conversations with 
bosses and authority ligures are 
Important. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): You should 
be aware that others 


PISCES (Fab. 19 t0 
March 20): This isa 
ood day io explore 
any kind of study in any 
field that interests you. 

‘Sign up for a course. Visit book- 

Slores and libraries. Expand your 

Sucatonandknowledge ofthe 

worl 


DIVINE COMEDY 


MIKROKOSMOS BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


MAG RERECYCLE Ako SA 
PASKO PARA MERON AKONG 
PANREGALO. 


ANONG [PERE CLE 

Mo? WALA KA NAMANG 

MABIBILING MATINO 
DUN E 


ok LANG, 
PANREGALO kO 
LANG NAMAN 
SA'YO E- 


EFi 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


L THINK TSA, 
GOOD eA GO 
THROUGH HS STE 
GET AD OF WATS 
BONEN 


ST AKG ar pansako 
IMATAY! KAHIT SO PATAYAN 
NG MEDIA PEOPtE Neyo, 
NAKALUSOT Ako! 00 MGA 


BA CACAN 
Nah paco SYA 
me sneer 


LOVEKNOTS' 


JAJA, ALAM MO BANG NINAKAD 
YUNG MGA PIDAMIU KONG 
DAMIT SA UKAY-UKAY2. 


HAZ PATI BA NAMAN 
GA UKAY-UKAY? 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


DSO KASI NOLON 
ANO SEINHESD KANA 
KINSL BO KITA! 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2004 


Editor's note: The second runner-up in 
the Doreen Gamboa Fernandes Food Writ- 
ing 2004 contest, this essay should have 
been published last week. We apologize for 
themixup. 


By Didith Tan Rodrigo 


FOR MANY young couples, the acid test 
of acceptance into each other's family is 
wealth, education or purity of bloodline. 
In my case, it was a trial by ordeal: eating 
burong talangka. My husband's family, 
Bulaquefios to the last, laid a spread of 
broiled fish, rice, fresh vegetables and 
cold, charcoal-colored crablets that were 
unmistakably uncooked. "Kain tayo,” 1 
was invited. 

Generally speaking, raw food does not 
faze me. | love sushi, sashimi, steak 
tartare and kinilaw. But raw crab? This 
wasa first, 

As per my husband's instructions, my 
burong talangka meal began with a pile 
of freshly steamed rice. Then, taking a 
crablet in hand, I removed its apron (its 
abdomen, folded under its body) and its 
shell. With upward strokes of my thumb- 
nail, 1 scraped the sticky black fat from 
the underside of the shell and rubbed it 
onto my rice. Then I squeezed the body 
with both thumbs, yielding an orange, 
black, and off-white paste. Using the 
now-clean crab shell, I scooped a mb 
ture of vinegar and patis onto the paste- 
and-rice combination, gathered a ball up 
in my fingers, and nudged the morsel in- 
to my mouth, 

Initially, I could only taste the salt. 
Soon, though, I was 'savoring the sticky 
fat, the tangy vinegar, and the rich flesh. 
Burong talangka has an aggressiveness 
that is absent from cooked taba ng ta- 


Cured crablet paste 
is an acquired taste, 
quite addicting 

and a definite 
culinary high 


langka. While the latter still has the ta- 
langka's essential flavors, the addition of 
other condiments plus the cooking 
mutes the talangka's boldness. Before 
long, Iwas addicted. 


Withdrawal symptoms 

In the early years of our marriage, I 
had to rely on my mother-in-law to pro- 
vide us with my buro fix, a seasonal treat. 
1 suffered from withdrawal during the 
summer months and greeted the first 
rainfall with, “Is there talangka yet?" Fi- 
nally, after some quick instructions from 
my mother-in-law, I decided it was time 
to make my own. 

AS with many dishes, freshness is es- 
sential. In Metro Manila markets, I pay 
upto P250 per kilo of live, preferably fe- 
male talangka. Upon returning home, I 
dump the talangka into the kitchen sink 
where my daughter spraysthem unti the 
water runs clear. Using a pair of metal 
tongs, she then seizes the live talangka 
and transfers them into a clean contain- 
ex. She even chases after the escapees 
that fall to the floor and threaten our 


gng Sweet spirit 


IA 


ar 


y 


Dooley’s Original Toffee and Vodka 
is a good choice for the holidays. 

The newly introduced Dooley's is a 
Cream spirit that combines the rich- 
ness of tote and the smoothness of 
vodka—with only half the fat com- 
pared to other cream-based liqueurs. 
Dooley’s Original Toffee Cream Liqueur 
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LIFESTYLE 
Courtship, marriage and “Burong Ta 


dogs with their pincers. 

Practically any container, whether 
plastic, metal or glass, will do. Our fa- 
vorite, though, is a two-layer plastic tub 
designed to store pasta or salad greens. 
The outer layer is a deep, covered bowl. 
‘The inner layer is colander-like, allowing 
the contents’ fluids to drain. 

I sprinkle a handful of rock salt over 
the talangka and seal the container. Up- 
on another aunt's advice, I give the con- 
tainera few vigorous shakes to distribute 
the salt. The container then goes into the 
refrigerator, where it cures for two days. 


Worth the effort 

After an agonizing 48 hours, we sit 
down to a feast of fried fish (prefer 
ably galunggong), diced tomatoes, 
arosep (seaweed), chopped gi 
mangoes, steamed rice, and ofcourse, 
burong talangka. My husband and I 
leave the breakfast table with blackened 
fingernails and chafed thumbs, but the 
flavors are well worth the effort 

My burong talangka addiction has had 
several interesting side effects. It has put 
mein touch with others of my kind: rela- 
tives, colleagues and family friends who 
also crave the delicacy. 

My own father used to love burong ta- 
langka as a young man. As he grew up, 
though, he forfeited the habit because 
his aunt wamed him that they would 
give him cholera. After years of absti- 
nence, I persuaded him to give my buro: 
try, and an old habit was instantly re- 
vived. 

One of my petty frustrations now is 
that talangka are not always available. 1 
recently learned from our suki that ta- 
langka are essentially a fishpond by- 
product. He only receives talangka when 


they happen to be harvested along with 
sugpo (prawns). 


Afact or two 

Thave also picked up a factoid or two 
about Filipino culinary tradition. Talang- 
ka are, apparently, a Tagalog delicacy. 
Buro, in particular, is a Northern Tagalog 
favorite. 

My Batanguefia mother loves talangka 
when they are halabos (steamed, with a 
litle salt), but recoils at the idea of eat- 
ing them raw, In the Visayas, according 
to our household helpers, talangka are 
seldom eaten at all. 

Forthose who do eat them, though, ta- 


langka’ 


langka are a passion. As children, my 
husband and his cousins would wait fot 
the rainy season to fill the rice paddies, 
Once flooded, the kids would dive in, 18: 
cycled tins and plastic jugs in hand,.t@ 
scrounge pre-laid traps for talangka. Up: 
on harvesting all their containers court 
carry, they would rush home, wet ang 
filthy, to have their mothers process their 
catch, 

Those kids and I share the same ex 
citement and anticipation: anything fàr 
buro. This is how far we go for the fresh- 
est flavors, prepared in the simplest of 
ways, to achieve one of the greatest cul- 
naryjoys. 


Toast to 150 years 


Hardys Wine Company, Australia's largest wine 
producer, introduced in Manila recently the 
Oomoo Shiraz 2001 and the Tintara Cabernet 
Sauvignon 1999. The ruby red Oomoo wine, 
leased to commemorate Hardy's 150th anniver- - 
sary in 2003, is “a full bodied, generous wine 
from South Australia." Tintara Cabernet Sauvi- 
gnon 1999 {rom the Tintara Cellars is a food wine 
with hints of aromas of ripe blackcurrants, plum, 
cherry, peppermint, chocolate and cedar. 


is made in Germany from fine toffee 
caramel, fresh cream and premium 
vodka. lt can be enjoyed straight up. 
on the rocks, in martinis, mudslides, 4 ae 
a floats and with coffee. Bienvenue Beaujolais 
Wine and coffee were the toast of the town at the Soiree Beau- 
jolais 2004 at the NBC Tent in Fort Bonifacio. In cooperation 
with Nescafe Gold, Le Club French Chamber ol Commerce in 
the Philippines sponsored the event, an annual affair to honor 
the year's new Beaujolais wine. 


Fruity character 

Carlo Rossi California Red has all the fa- 
vorable health benefits of grapes. Every 
bote of this medium-bodied wine re- 
veals its true fut character, from its ich 
aroma to its blueberry and plum flavors 
toits fruity sweet aftertaste—a blend of 
tradition and innovation. Carlo Rossi 
California Red is avaliable in leading su- 
permarkets and wine dealers nationwide 
and is exclusively distributed by The An- 
dresons Group. 


Ataste of vodka 


this Christmas 
Get ready for al the partying 

A this holiday season. But 
whether you are celebrating 
athome or outside, open upa 
bor of one of the worid's 
best vodkas—Toska Vodka. 
Drink it straight on the rocks, 
or mixit with some lime and 
Soda for a Toska Kamikaze, or 
with other favorite mixers. 
Toska's neutral characteris- 
tics make it the perfect base 
for various cocktails. Itis also 
smooth enough to drink 
Straight. Toska Vodka is avall- 
ableatfine liquor stores 
everywhere. 


Top brandies 

House of Domeca presents some of the best 
brandies in the world—Fundador, Fundador Gold 
Reserve and Fundador Exclusivo. Fundador, the 
company’s flagship brand, has been in the Philip- 
pines for more than a hundred years and is the 


country's No. 1 imported spirit 


Fine wines for outstanding men 


WINNERS of The Outstanding Young Men 
(TOYM) awards were treated to a sumptu- 
ous dinner and fine wines sponsored by 
Emest & Julio Gallo Sierra Valley Wines, 

The six-course menu was prepared by 
chef Gene Gonzales of Café Ysabel, Each 
course was complemented by one of the 
Sierra Valley Wines. Prior to the dinner it- 
self, canapés were served complemented by 
Sierra Valley White Zinfandel 2003. During 
dinner, visually impaired pianist Raymond 
Gatdula played background music. 

TOYM awardees present included John 
Lu Koa (Business Entrepreneurship, 1996), 
Eva Marie Cutiongco de Lara (Medical Ge- 
netics, 2002), Reynaldo Gregorio (Eco- 
nomics and Public Administration, 1966), 
Antonio Arizabal (Iron and Steel, 1966), 
Josiah Go (Business Education, 2001), Luis 
Gatmaitan (Literature, 2003), Enrique Fil- 
amor (Investment Banking, 1982), Renato 
Labadan (Agricultural Science, 1970) and 


Chino Toledo (Music Composition, 1997). 

National Artist for Sculpture and 1959 
TOYM award winner Napoleon Abueva was 
also there with his wife, Sergia. 

Gonzales, a TOYM awardee himself, 
toasted his fellow award winners with Sier- 
ra Valley Sauvignon Blane 2002. The white 
wine was served to complement the duck 
breast with wasabi créme and warm salad 
of baked apple, gooseliver and roasted tas- 
so on the side. Soup, which was cappuccino 
of truffle, wild mushrooms and leek crame, 
was matched with Sierra Valley Chardon- 
nay 2002. The main course of venison fillet 
with roasted onion mashed potatoes was 
matched with Sierra Valley Merlor 2003 
and Sierra Valley Cabemet Sauvignon 
2002. 

A flowrless chocolate cake with five-spice 
powder, lemon curd and a scoop of dried 
mango ice cream was paired with Ballatore 
Gran Spumante. 


'GINGER-CITRUS Glazed Salmon, 


‘eight-oz Norwegian salmon fillet seared 
ind topped with a ginger-citrus glaze and 
RUDESEUS 


sesame seeds 


werzalit; P 


‘Wezalt is the best and most popular brand 
of table top in the word. Ris made ofhighiy 
compressed wood and molded it shape by 
a patented process using duoplesic resis. 
‘The special laminate top is completely 
seamless, wil not crack, pea or warp. And 
1s avalabie in various fnishes to complement 
Iheintarior or exterior of your bar or restaurant. 
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The Perfect Table Top for 
estaurants, Cafes and Fastfood 


Stone 


Long Lasting Weatherproof Table Tops 


4. Tory Boy 
2 Max's Resta 
S Hantin 


4 Tramway Tea House 9. Doncio's Gat 
5. Cafe Adriatico 


List of Satisfied Customers 


6. Cuca Fort 
7, Cale Pensacola 
8. The Masters Wok 
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10. American Press = 
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LETTUCE Wraps, grilled Asian-spiced chicken with carrots, water chestnuts and almonds, 


served with crisp Bibb lettuce and sesame ginger and peanut sauces for dipping 


From page El 


miss with the giant red chili on a cen- 
tral beam. Inside, there are hanging bi- 
cycles and tricycles, airplanes and bi- 
planes. 

Chili's is a casual-dining place ideal 
for families and barkada, young urban 
professionals and the drinking crowd. 


New dishes 

The franchise came with a core 
‘menu to which the local group added, 
with the approval of the mother com- 
pany. Chili's new offerings, served in 
portions big enough for sharing, basi- 
cally play on Asian flavors with the ad- 
dition of ginger-citrus sauces. 

Appetizers include Chili's Shanghai 
Wings (P315), a pound of chicken 
‘wings tossed in ginger-citrus sauce and 
topped with sesame seeds. The chicken 
is served on a bed of rice sticks and 
comes with wasabi-ranch dressing. 

For salad lovers, Lettuce Wraps 
(P430) is grilled Asian-spiced chicken 
with carrots, water chestnuts and al- 
monds, and served with crisp Bibb let- 
tuce and sesame-ginger and peanut 
sauces for dipping. 

Seafood eaters can uy the Ginger 
Citrus Glazed Salmon (P495), an eight- 
oz salmon fillet seared and topped with 
a ginger-citrus glaze and sesame seeds. 
The Norwegian salmon is served with 
rice and fresh veggies. 

‘Another option is the Blackened 
Tilapia Fillet (P275), spicy fresh tilapia 
filet dredged in peppercom spice and 
served with black beans and rice. 

‘The pasta line has three new addi- 
tions: Tomato Basil Chicken Pasta 
(P320), grilled chicken breast on 
penne pasta with marinara sauce, sea- 
soned tomatoes, fresh basil, Parmesan 
cheese and garlic toast; Guiltless 


Tomato Basil Pasta (P225), penne pas- 
ta with marinara sauce, seasoned 
tomatoes, fresh basil and Parmesan 
cheese; and Crispy Calamari 
Putanesca (P295), linguine putanesca 
tossed in olive oil with crispy calamari 
and steamed veggies on the side. 

Meat lovers can have Braised Beef 
Shank (P330), generous portions of 
beef shanks smothered in rich brown 
sauce and topped with garlic flakes, 

The Skillet Sandwich (P220), a dou- 
ble-decker of spicy ham, crispy bacon 
and Monterey Jack cheese in rich Mari- 
nara and Alfredo sauces, is for the "Tim: 
not-so-hungry” guests. 

New desserts indude Creamy 
Cheesecake, Chocolate Pecan Mousse, 
Strawberry Dreams and Jamochan Al- 
mond Sans Rival. 

Ofcourse, Chili's signature dishes re- 
main: Wings over Buffalo, Grilled Baby 
Back Ribs, massive hamburgers, Fajitas 
and the very popular Molten Chocolate 


Tex-Mex with Asian touches 


‘STRAWBERRY Dreams 


Cake, a warm chocolate cake bursting 
‘with chocolate fudge filling and topped 
with vanilla ice cream wrapped in a 
crunchy chocolate shell. 

Chilis Grill and Bar has outlets in 
Greenbelt, Makati; Northeast Green- 
hills; and Tomas Morato Avenue, Que- 
zon City. 


Pray 
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Because SkyDSL Broadland Internet provides consistent and reliable connections, there's a ule chance. make that slim, you'll get any interruption. 
Like hailing a cab ona rainy 
But if you do experience interruption and we don't reconnect your Internet within 24 hours, you'll get that P500**. 


j. we still don't have it up afier another 24 hours (this tire. the chances are anorexic), you collect P500 more for every day of delay, 
which can tow up to the equivalent of your monthly fe. 

. Tihis doesn't happen. go buck to Step f- 
Enjoy pure unimerrupted bliss of surfing, gaming aned downloads, How's that far a consolation prize? 
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Jole, Subscribe to SkyDSL's extremely fast 640 kbps unlimited at P2,699/month (P1,999/month for the first 3 months), 
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1 0 to 10 6 kG dal aE a 


ng Reporma Milestone Event. 


Government Reform Initiative Underway 


AFTER all these months of eager Realization of the Millennium De- les. Alsd in attendance were hon- porate citizenship in terms of 


anticipation, the entire Filipino velopment Goals ". This was orable Justices of the Supreme transparency, responsibility, and 
community welcomes the fruits of launched last Oct. 12, during the Court, and distinguished officials accountability for realization of 
partnerships among government opening of the Local Governance and officers of the different gov- human development particu 


Agencies, private sector and civil Expo by the Department of interi- ernment agencies, business and engaging in practices th 
society organizations in the pur- or and Local Government , the civil society groups. none violative of human rights and 
suit of good governance in the Philippine-Canada Local Govern- “This is a celebration on the fundamental freedom.", as es- 
Philippine. "10 to 10 Dekada ng ment Support Program (LGSP) in breakthroughs of innovative ap- poused in the guiding principles 
Reporma,” is now underway cooperation with the United Na- proaches and good of governance re- 
through its culmination held yes- tions Development Programme governance prac- Thisisacelebration forms. 
terday at the Heroes’ Hall, Mala. and 10 to 10 Secretariat, which is tices, providing a “The civil soci- 
cafang with Her Excellency Presi- the kick off event of the 10to10 venue to share Pathe ety organizations 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo at- Dekada ng Reforma, lessons leamed are organized and 
tending as Guest of Honor, ‘The commemorationeventwas and contributions pre; a mobilized for peo- 
TE oe rer in com organized by the Commision on to good gover Dreakthroughsof pies parkipaton 
memoration of Human Rights Human Rights in cooperation nance and natio and empower- 


Consciousness Week was high. with the 10 to 10 Secretariat with building”, Chi innovative ment as 
lighted by the signing of the 10 to the theme: "Good Governance is Justice Davide said claimholders of Ji Hab 
10 covenant by the heads of vari- Human Rights: People's Rights inhismessage. approaches and good rights into a social 


ous government, business and First in the Realization of the Mil- Under the 10 to ke: that provides 
evil society groups. This is the lennium Development Goals. 10 Dekada ng Re- check and balance 10 th $ a ke T aR 
Gil soley Fotos Tet cor. CHRChaiPurficrcos Qusunb- forma, , he rec ST” on government enaea ng reporma 
ernance Reforms Campaign, ing, 10 to 10 chair Mary Ann Fer- key stakeholders i srovidil powers and abuses 
ae KA Sung a nandez Mendoza and vice chair are government in- PYACUCES, PIOVICING A :, the context of character of public office and with paign- 
ward addressing challenges and Austere Panadero led the partici- stitutions, the pri- hi full realization of passion and excellence. All ofthese. The main feature of the pro- 
maximizing opportunities for pation and involvement of the vate sector, and the venuetoshare human rights and are essential values for effective gram was the presentation of 
governance reforms and nation multi-sectoral groups for the civil society. “Gov- human develop- good govemance and national uni- commitments by the multi-sec- 
building, with special attention to event. emment insit- lessonslearnedand ment” tyand solidarity”, Davide said. toral representatives headed by 
the poor, disadvantaged and Present were Vice President tions consists of all Cn ‘The Chief Justice He called on the civil society to Civil Service Commission Chair 
marginalized sectors of the coun- Noli de Castro, Chief Justice Hi- three branches of contributionsto “also gave an assur- transform themselves as a social Bete David, National Anti- 
try: The Reform initiativestookoff lario Davide Jr and UNDP Resi- government that, ‘ance that the judi- force providing the check and bal- Poverty Commission head Secre- 
from the first cycle of the Gover- dent Representative, aiKyo Na- as duty holdes, good governance cary will actively anoe on government powers and Ga Imelda Nicolas, PNP Chief 
nance Portfolio of the Govern- ka, CHR Chair Purificacion C. are guided by the take part in reach- abuses. Gen. Edgar Aglipay for the gov- 
nance Fore Philippines and Unit. Valera Quisumbing, CSC Chair principles of good and nation-building ins for and realiz- ~ Chief Justice Hilario Davide was ernment sector. DBP Chair Vital- 
ed Nations Development Program Karina Contantino David, Com- governance in per- Sing the Millennium introduced by Commission on Hu- jano Nanagas, co-chair of Bisyon 
covering the period 2002-2004. elec Chair Benjamin S. Abalos Sr... forming the state's Development man Rights Chair Purificacion 2020, David Balangue, vice chair- 
The wentdubbedas"10to 10" DOJ Secretary Raul M. Gonzalez, obligation to respect, protect, and Goals. "As the last bulwark of Quisumbing. Mary Ann Femandez- man of Bisyon 2020, Maria Lour. 
Dekada ng Reporma, is a mult- DBM Secretary Emilia Boncodin, fulfil human rights forhumande- democracy, the sentinel of the Rule Mendoza, chair of 10 to 10 gave the des Avancena-Arcenas, executive 
sectoral campaign with the over- DILG Secretary Angelo T. Reyes, velopment.” of Law and the bastion ofjusticein welcome remarks and ASec. Austere director, Bisyon 2020, Max de 
all theme of” Engaging the People NAPC Secretary Imelda M. Nico- “The private sector comprises the country, the judiciaryiscommit- Panadero informed the audience of Mesa of the Civil Society and Red 
and Communities: Advancing las, NCRFW chair Myrna T Yao, economic entities regulated by ted to perform its role and duties the highlights and updates of the 10- Batario, representing media in 
Governance Reforms toward the DAP president Eduardo T. Gonza- government with enhanced cor- with utmost fidelity to the trust point thematic concems of thecam- govemance sector, 
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‘Good governance is human rights’ f 
‘People’s rights first in the realization of 
the millennium development goals’ 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-As- 
royo is confident that the country 
is on the right track in meeting the 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) which is geared towards 
overcoming poverty, eradicating 
corruption, good governance and 
iving the highest priority to re- 
dice social, economie, cultural 
and political inequalities. 
Speaking before participants of 
the Human Rights Consciousness 
Week Commemoration: 10 to 10 
Dekada ng Reporma Milestone 
Event held at the Heroes Hall of 
Malacahang yesterday, President 
Arroyo lauded the movers of the 
campaign. She emphasized that it 
is not just a celebration of culmi- 
nating activities but formalizes the 
aspiration that “Good Governance 


MY WARMEST felicitations to the good men and 
women of the Governance Portfolio of the Govern- 
ment of the Philippines (GOP) and the United Na- 
tions Development Programme (UNDP) on the ocea- 
sion of your 10 to 10 Govemance Reforms Cam- 
paign Festival : 

T commend the organizers and participants to the 
Muki-Sectoral Campaign Festival on Governance Re- 
forms in the Philippines involving public and private, 
as well as international development agencies. Your 
theme, "Tapat Palakad, Bayang Mauniad,” aims to 
develop and improve the quality of public service of 
employees in the local government and government 
agencies in the country. 

By engaging our people and the communities 


CONGRATULATIONS to the movers behind the 10- 
10-10 Campaign Festival on Governance Reforms in 
the Philippines, especially the men and women 
from the national and local governments, civil soci- 
ery groups, media and international development 
agencies who worked together to make the cam- 
fhe campaign's theme, “Engaging the Poop 
“The campaign's theme, “Engaging the People 
and Commins Advancing Gaman elon 
‘Towards the Realization ofthe Millennium Devel- 
opment Goals,” truly captures the cll of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's Administration for col- 
lective action and increased commitment towards 
alleviating the lives of our poor countrymen. Itis in- 


1WOULD like to extend my congratulations to the 
organizers of "Tapat Palakad Bayang Maunlad 10 
to 10 Dekada,” a Multi-Sectoral Campaign-Festi- 
val on Governance Reform in the Philippines, 
which was launched last Oct. 12 and will culmi- 
nate on Dec. 9. 

‘The two month long festival has effectively 
raised awareness on the importance of governance 
asa foundation for our country’s growth. I cannot 
overemphasize the importance of educating all sec- 
tors to engage their support for a unifying frame- 
Work that wil address prevailing issues on gover- 


is Human Rights", 

The President cited the efforts 
ofthe organizers and participants 
in the Multi-Sectoral 
Festival on Governance Reforms 
in the country, the public and pri- 
vate individuals, and the intema- 
tional development agencies in 
improving the quality of public 
service in the local government 
and the bureaucracy. 

“By engaging our people and 
the communi 
road map, we are seeing a resur- 
gence of a sense of community 
and mutual obligation that will 
form part of the administration's 
policies and programs", the Presi- 
dent stated in her message. 

“The campaign festival will 
help empower the citizens and ac- 
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Campaign 


in a common cy and monitoring oper 


cacion C. 


along a common road map towards a more prosper- 
‘ous and equitable society, we are seeing a resurgence 
of sense of community and mutual obligation tat 
should form the basis of our policies and programs. 

Tam confident that th campaign festival wil 
help us empower our citizens and accelerate us on 
our way toward creating a greater sense of opportu- 
nity and well-being in our country along with our 10- 
Point Legacy Agenda to beat the odds. 

‘Mabuhay kayong lahat. 


GLORIA 
Preside 
Republicofthe Philippines 


SAL-ARROYO 


‘deed important thar, as we move ahead towards 
achieving the 10-point legacy agenda and our inter- 
national commitment under the Millennium Devel- 
‘opment Goals adopted by the members of the Unit 
ef Nations we mux allow for greater participation 
in all processes that improve the lives of the basic 
sectors and their communities. 
‘Let us unite and harness our resources for the 
greater good ofthe Flipino people, 
at 


4 kayong lal 
NG RO 
Vice Président 
Republic ofthe Philippines 


Alter this Governance Festival, we have a more 
difficult task ahead. We should all make a commit- 
ment that these reforms be implemented within the 
roposed time frame. Together we can make all this 
n. 
‘Again my congratulations. Rest assured that 
Senate will be behind you in all your worthwhile 
endeavors, 


En à 


L WISH to congratulate the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme (UNDP)-Philippines, the gov- 
erment agencies, and civil society organizations 
leading the 10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma campaign 
in their celebration of the Governance Reform Fes- 
tival. Truly, a multisectoral effort to advance 
rights-based reforms in governance in the country 
islaudable and worth commending 

We, atthe House of Representatives, beligve dhat 
good governance is all about pursuing and imple- 
menting right policies to enhance social and eco- 
omic equi, encourage peoples panicipation, and 
enable our country to achieve the goals of prod 
tivity efficiency and global competitiveness, 

‘This lo the reason wiy we strongly support 
measures that would allow the country to achieve 
its targets under the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals, as the global benchmark for 


human development. The laws that we enact 
should have their greatest beneficial impact on the 
underprivileged and marginalized sectors of soci- 
e 
towards this end, we need to forge a strong, 
united front to address the weaknesses in gover- 
nance that retard development in the country and 
hinder Filipino creativity and productivity. 

"Together, we must find solutions in overcoming 
these obstacles. This multisectoral campaign is a 
crucial step in this direction. I am confident that 
“with this broad parmership and collaboration, we 
will achieve the reforms and social progress that we 
seek for the Filipino nation. 

Mabuhay! 


nfa. 
fuse Speaker 


MY WARMEST congratulations to the organizers of 
the 10 to 10 Governance Campaign-Festival for 
putting together this commendable project to pave 
the way for collective acon towards advancing 
lod governance reforms and for realizing the Mi 

nium Development Goals, Now, more than ever, 
‘we must unite if we are to effectively move forward 
and successfully achieve these critical goals. 

Taleo extend my heart felicitations to the var- 
Jous government agencies and members of civil so- 
ciety which have actively taken part in this Cam- 
palgn-festival. We in the Judiciary are one with 

_ them in reaching for and realizing the Millennium 


k x 


Development Goals. As the Tast bulwark of demos- 
racy, the sentinel of the Rule of Law and the bastion 
of justice in the country the Judiciary is committed 
to perform its roles and duties with utmost fidelity 
tothe trast character of publie ofe and witha pas- 
sion for excellence. All of these are essential values 
for effective good governance and national unity 
and solidarity. 

Let us, therefore, continue to be inspired by the 
events of the $0 to 10 Governance Campaign-Festival, 


Chief Justice. 


AIDE, JR. 


celerate the government's efforts 
in creating a greater sense of op- 
portunity in line with our 10-Point 
Legacy Agenda to beat the odds", 
President Arroyo further said. 

‘The President commended the 
relentless efforts and initiatives of 
the Commission on Human Rights 
in mainstreaming human rights 
criteria and standards into gover- 
nance through its investigation, 
legal, assistance, training, advoca- 

ns for 
the protection and promotion of 
human rights across the country. 
‘These initiatives are continuously 
pursued by the CHR Chair Purifi- 
lera Quisumbing and 
the Commissioners, namely: Com- 
missioner Eligio P Malllari; Com- 
missioner Dominador N. Calamba 


T, Commissioner Wilhelm D. Sori- 
ano and Commissioner Quintin D. 
Cueto I 
With human rights as the focus 
of the Presidents message, she 
emphasized the importance of the 
Rights-based Approach in legisla- 
tion, planning and budgeting and 
programming of services and pro- 
‘grams in order to be more respon- 
ive to the phenomenon of poverty 
in the country and in ensuring jus- 
tice and compliance with human 
rights for all. As the President 
stressed, the cooperation of all 
government agencies, local gov- 
emment units, civil society and 
business is crucial to realizing the 
goal of peace, human rights and 
development 
During the affair, the President 
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10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma 


- President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 


took note that under the interna- 
tional human rights instruments, 
the government is called upon to 
strengthen its capacities in the 
programmatic application of hu- 
man rights standards in the vari- 
ous governance processes through 
rights-based approach to facilitate 
convergence of human rights and 
development. 

(On the AFP and PNB President 
Arroyo called on the men in uni- 
form to remain steadfast in advo- 
cating human rights. She instructed 
the AFP and PNP leadership to inte- 
grate in their academic curricula the 
study of human rights concepts, cal 
principles, standards, instruments, 
and their application as regular sub- 
jects in military schools. 

President Arroyo instructed the 


AFP and PNP to create in all com- 
‘mand units, and offices under the 
four services of the AFP and all 
PNP districts in all regions Human 
Rights Desk to ensure observance 
and compliance with human 
rights standards.. 
‘Recognizing the potential of the 
Barangay Human Rights Action 
Genter in maintaining human 
rights community support pro- 
gram at the grassroots level espe- 
dally in the poorest barangays 
and villages caught in armed con- 
flicts, the Président instructed the 
Department of the Interior and Lo- 
Government (DILG) to 
strengthen BHRAC program and 
establish BHRACS giving priority 
to about 5,000 villages in areas of 
armed conflict. 


Engaging the people and communities: Advancing 
governance reforms towards the realization of the 
millennium development goals’ 


‘A multi-sectoral campaign-festival on governance reforms in the Philippines 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Dubbed as “10 to 10", the Governance Reform 
‘Campaign is designed to refocus public attention from 
the divisiveness of the May 10 National Elections to- 
wards addressing the challenges and maximizing op- 
portunities for nation building. "10 to 10” is a multi- 
sectoral campaign to dramatize the urgent need for 
collective action for reforms with the overall theme of 
Engaging the People and Communities: Advancing 
Governance Reforms towards the Realization of the 
Millennium Development Goals. It gathers together 
national and local governments, civil society organi- 
zations, media, international development agencies, 
and the citizenry to advocate critical governance re- 
forms within the context of the fresh 6-year mandate 
of President Arroyo and her administration until 
2010. Specifically, it shall work within the administra- 
tion's 10-Point Agenda and commitment to achieve 
the Millennium Development Goals. "10-10" includes 
a festival to celebrate the breakthroughs of innovative 
approaches and good governance practices, providing 
‘a venue to share lessons learned and contributions to 
good governance and nation-building. The campaign 
revolves around 10 thematic areas on govemance 
that lasts for about 10 weeks. It commenced on Oct. 
10, the anniversary of the Local Government Code, 
and ends on Dec. 10, International Human Rights 
Day. 


THEMATIC 
AREAS 


“These events will focus on 

governance reforms with the 
following thematic areas: 

+ Electoral and Political Re- 
form: Institutionalizing Re- 
forms in the Electoral and Po- 
litical Systems 

“Justice Reform: Ensuring Access to Justice by the 


“poor thrqugh Reforms in the 5 Pillars of Justice 


+ Anti-Corruption: “Graft-and Corruption-Free So- 
ciety: Making It Possible!” 

“Local Governance Reform: Scaling up the Gains in 
Local Governance 

“Human Rights and Gender: People's Rights First in 
the Realization of MDGs 

+ Media Reforms: Engaging Media in Governance 

- Public Administration Reforms: Enhancing the 
Administration of Service Delivery 

+ Environmental Governance: Strengthening Gov- 
emance Towards Environmental Sustainability 

+ Anti-Poverty: Empowering and Engaging the Ba- 
sic Sectors and Communities in Governance 

Peace and Development: Governance in Peace- 

Building and Conflict Prevention. 


EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

Each of the convergence events will produce a set 
of the following outputs: 

+ Legislative Priorities for the 13th Congress and Ex- 
ecutive Reform Measures 

Blueprint of Action or Roadmap of Reforms 

- Showcase of Good and Innovative Practices 

+ Covenants or Partnership Pacts among Stakehold- 
es 

+ Codified Knowledge Products on Governance Re- 
forms 

+ Models on Participatory Governance Mechanisms 


Political Reforms: Institutionalizing Reforms in 
Electoral and Political System 

‘This initiative works towards the adoption of a le- 
gal and institutional framework that allows for a:freesa 
fair, and transparent electoral process at all levels. It isst 
designed to generate lessons from the May 10 Nation-"* 
al Elections and from other electoral exercises recent- 
ly conducted by other countries to serve as inputs tb 
the Philippines Electoral and Political reform agenda 
for 2005-2010. 

Justice Reforms: Ensuring Access to Justice by they 
poor through Reforms in the 5 Pillars of Justice 

‘This initiative promotes the development of justice 
system that is responsive and. accessible to the poor 
and disadvantaged. It attempts to bring together for 
the first time the 5 major pillars of justice including 
those from the Judiciary, Executive and Legislative 
branches of government to collectively assess, plan 
and address gaps in the system. The five pillars in- 
clude enforcement, prosecution, adjudication, correc- 
tional and community integration. 

‘Anti-Corruption: “Graft-and Corruption-Free Soci- 
ety: Making It Possible!” 

“This initiative strives to transform the bureaucracy 
that promotes practices on ethical standards, trans- 
parency accountability and integrity in public service. 
Te attempts to bring together all anti-corruption gov- 
ernment and non-government institutions to develop 
a comprehensive blueprint on anti-corruption in re: 
sponse to the PGMAs 10-point agenda. The holding of 
forum will involve these thematic areas: a) detection 
and vigilance, b) prosecution, c) information and ed: 
'ucation, d) building coalition, and e) role of business å 
and professionals. 

‘Local Governance: Scaling up the Gains in Local’ 
Governance 

‘This initiative continues to support building local 
capacities and partnerships to effectively make policy- 
decisions, manage resources, deliver services and en- 
‘gage the people to participate in community-building. 
Jt attempts to bring together practitioners, advocates 
‘and partners in local governance and decentralization 
to celebrate the 13 years of innovative work as well as 
assess the current state as bases in crafting a medium 
term agenda. The initiative will be conducted in vari- 
ous forms: Policy Dialogues, Multi-Sectoral Forum. 
and a Nationwide Expo-Caravan. There are at least: 
four (4) themes: a) Replicating / Institutionalizing in- 
novations in Local Governance, b) Creating a more 
supportive policy environment, c) Strengthening the 
Multi-Stakeholders to include the National Govern- 
ment and Local Government Convergence, and d) In-', 
stitutionalizing community participation. 

Human Rights and Gender: People's Rights First inst 
the Realization of MDGs a 

This initiative attempts to mainstream human! 
rights and gender link it with the MDGs thru the, 
rights-based approach in local planning, budgeting’ 
and legislation. It involves a) Exhibit of documented 
knowledge products, b) Cluster meetings and Consul- 
tations on HR-MDG Matrix and its finalization, c) 
Adoption of RBA in the three priority functional areas: 
national budgeting, local planning and budgeting and 
legislation, d) National Forum on HR MDG Thematic 
Areas, and the e) Institutionalization of RBA in identi- 
fied priority governance processes, 

Media Reforms: Engaging Media in Governance” 
Reforms 5 
‘This initiative attempts to bring together medi 

practitioners to reflect on how they can effectively en- 

‘gage in governance and their roles and responsibili- * 

ties in the pursuit of governance reforms. This is im- 3, 
PEOPLE FA 
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MY CONGRATULATIONS to the movers of the 10 to 
10 Multi-Sectoral Campaign-Festival on Governance 
Reforms. This effort has inspired the Department of 
the interior and Local Government (DILG) to persis- 
tently advocate for good local governance by show- 
casing exemplary practices of Local Government 
Units (LGUs), particularly those innovative strate- 
giesand tested approaches that promote good gover- 
nance and sustainable development. We are pursu- 
ing decentralization and local governance reform ef- 
forts that provide avenues for sharing lessons 
learned and strategic directions for LGUs over the 
next decade. In particular, we encourage local gover- 


ro congratulate the United Nations De- 
velopment Program for spearheading the 10 to 10 
Governance Reforms Campaign Festival and thank 
‘our partner agencies for working hard to ensure its 
success. 

For the past years, the government has quietly ini- 
tiated a number of governance reforms aimed at im- 
proving public service delivery The 10 to 10 Gover- 
nance Festival is an opportunity to share the fruits of 
these reforms. 

In ali these endeavors, we dll agree that good gov- 
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nance reforms that improve local policies, promote 
participatory mechanisms, fac 

change, and increase allocation for basic 

achieve the local targets on the Millennium Develop 

ment Goals (MDGs). With all LGUs initiating and 
supporting our local govemance reforms, we envi 


of law. I wish that the gains of loca 
bescaled up, sustained, and replicated 


goverment 
Tor 
ANGELOT REYES 
Secretary 


the civil society, private sector a 
having a unified direction in 

ments towards the realization of a bet 
life for the people. 


ie aps and more power 
EMILIAT BONCODIN: 


Secretary 
Department of Budget and Management 


É: 
WE WISH to congratulate the Government of the 
Philippines, civil society organizations, academe, 
media, business sector and the international devel 
opment community for collectively undertaking this 
historic governance reform campaign-festival 
dubbed as "10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma" with the 
theme “Engaging the People and Communities: Ad 
vancing Governance Reforms towards the Realiza- 
tion ofthe Millennium Development Goals.” 
We have been deeply honored to be part of this 
multistakeholder “10 to 10” initiative. The United 
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“Engaging the people and communities: 
Advancing governance reforms towards ss 
the realization of the millennium 
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10 t 10 Dekada ng Reporma 


development goals” 


From pageF2 


plemented through the following: (a) Conduct studies on 
community media performance in the 2004 elections and 
its impact on governance at the loca! leve!; (b) Three (3) 
island workshops on media's role in governance (oneeach 
in Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao) to include presentation and 
ssion of study findings. (c) Consolidation and pre- 
ation of workshop outputs in national media and gov- 
holders forum; (d) National sharing forum 
press to present experiences in me 
community partnerships. Showcase areas: Palawan, Ioi- 
lo, Bicol. 
Public Administration Reforms: Enhancing the Admin- 
istration of Service Delivery 
This initiative hight ns needed to en- 
hance the service delivery capacity of national govern- 
ment agencies and LGUS to realize the MDGs. A national 
conference among public administration schools and 
practitioners tackles the roles of schools in promoting 
PAR; and the best practices in extending capacity building 
interventions to local and national government agencies. 
A series of fora is undertaken to give particular focus on 
new approaches and lessons learned in improving service 
delivery. 
invironmental Governance: Strengthening Gover- 
nance towards Environmental Sustainability 
This initiative seeks to promote an enabling envir 
‘ment for sustainable environmental interven 
includes multi-sectoral consultations and ca: 
vocate for the passage of an omnibus law 0: 
ment. The proposed code rationalizes and sets the direc- 
tion of managing our environment and natural resources. 


naang Anti-Poverty: Empowering and Engaging the Basic Sec- 


Nations family in the Philippines, in the context of 
the United Nations Development Framework or 
UNDAE stands ready to support the government and 
other key stakeholders as they mov: 
CE is campaign-festival. 


Mahi UPA lahati 
DEBORAH LANDEY 
United NationgResident Coordinator and 


United Nations Development Programme Resi- 
dent Representative 


torsin Governance 

‘This initiative seeks to empower the basic sectors and 
engage them to actively take part in governance. It in- 
volves a series of planning workshops among specific 
groups of sectoral leaders to define their respective agen- 
da for the next 5 years under the leadership of PGMA. It 
shall also provide a venue for the sectors to dialogue on 
development issues with key agencies in government in- 
cluding Congress, the Judiciary and the Executive depart- 
‘ments. As one of its major highlights, basic sector leaders 
will sign partnership covenants with the governmen 
LGUs, CSOs, private sector in October 17, or the Interna- 


tional Day to Eradicate Poverty. 

Peace & Development: Governance in Peace-Building 
and Conflict Prevention 

This initiative gives emphasis on the role of each sector 
in society particularly the local communities in forging 
and sustaining peace. It takes cognizance of the rich 
lessons and varied tools that can be learned from commu- 
nity-level practices of peace-building and conflict preven- 
tion. This initiative involves series of forums and research 
studies to be conducted in the regions of Cordillerra and 
Mindanao. 


Anational conference among public 
administration schools and 
practitioners tackles the roles of 
schools in promoting PAR; and the 
best practices in extending capacity 
building interventions to local and 
national government agencies 


Steaming hot noodles and congee--masarap pang, midnight snack! 
Enjoy it at Chowking 24 hours. : 


THE PHILIPPINES struggles everyday with the problem of 
poverty and corruption. Studies have shown that corruption di- 
rectly and positively impacts on poverty: In the words of His Em- 
fence Ricardo Cardinal Vidal: “corruption affects all of us, en- 
dangers our national life, and makes the poor poorer” 

We are, thus, besieged with the question: ()s a graft-free so- 
ciety still possible? An affirmative answer is, of course, the cor- 
rect and inevitable one, not because a negative answer is a self- 
fulfilling prophecy that would cause us to do nothing, but be- 
cause nothing can stand in the way of a combined public and 
private sector initiative bent on eradicating corruption. This is 
based on the accounts of citizens and organizations that battled 
‘with, and triumphed over, graft and corruption like Concerned 
Citizens of Abra for Good Governance, Procurement Watch Inc, 


‘THE CIVIL Service Commission congratulates the 10 to 10 lead- 
ers, partners, supporters, and friends for the successful cam- 
paign-festval on governance reforms. 

‘The participation of the CSC in this endeavor has been 
worthwhile. We have been able to advocate the value of meri- 
tocracy in the civil service. A de-politcized, non-patronage 
based and professional civil service is one of the best antidotes 
to corruption, which continues tobe a major governance issue. 

Tam confident thatthe 10 to 10 movement has created a con- 
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‘Transparency and Accountability Network (TAN) Foundatio: 
Inc, G-Watch, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of the Philippines and 
now Barug! Pilipino and the Coalition Against Corruption. Yes, 2 
graft free society is still possible. But only ifthe government will 
widen, to the greatest extent possible, private sector participa- 
tion; and if the private sector: citizens, groups and organiza- 
tions, will actively commit their talents and resources to con- 
crete anti-corruption initiatives. 

A word of caution: in this struggle against graft and corruption, 
itis easy to despair and, metaphorically, to see the glass as hal 
empty We should realize that the glass is half full. More important- 
Iy we should see the water rising and the glass as filling-up. 

peee a ret 

‘SIMEON V MARCELO 

Tanodbayan 


stituency of committed and motivated individuals from the gov- 
ernment, civil society, and business sector who will push further 
the reforms towards the attainment of our national develop- 
ment goals. 
Mabuhay tayong lahat! 
Naa 


KARINA DAVID 
Chair 
Civil Service Commission 


ag 
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MY WARMEST regards and felicitations to the women and 
men behind the success of the multi-sectoral campaign on gov- 
ernance reform, dubbed: “10 to 10: Governance Reform Cam- 
paign-Festival.” We in the Commission on Elections plunged 
headiong and wholeheartedly into “10 to 10" with a series of 
three back-to-back-to-back conferences. The Asian Confer- 
ence on Democracy and Electoral Reforms, from Nov. 12 to 14, 
allowed the Comelec to access the wealth of best practices and 
innovative election solutions from throughout the Asian re- 
‘gion, while the UNDP Global Practice Meeting on Election Sys- 
tems from Nov. 15 to 18, allowed the sharing of perspectives 
‘on election administration from all over the world. And finally, 
from the 18th to the 21st of November, the Summit on Elec- 
toral Modernization mapped out the legislative and institu- 


1AM pleased to extend my felicitations to the men and women 
of the "Mult-Sectoral Group of the Tapat-Palakad, Bayang 
Maunlad: 10 o 10 Dekada ng Reporma? for your active advoca- 
cy of governance reforms and nation-building initiatives with 
the support of the United Nations Development Program and 
other international development agencies. 

‘With your initial achievements made in so short a time, 1 feel 


GREETINGS to alll 

On behalf of the Commission on Human Rights of the Philip- 
pines wish to congratulate all af the organizations and parers of 
the 10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma. Iti indeed fiting thar the culmi- 
nating event of the 10 to 10 Festival coincides with the celebration 
‘ofthe National Human Rights Consciousness Week; from Dec. 4 to 
10 as provided in Republic Act 9201 promulgated by President Gio- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo on April 1, 2003 j 

We are also reminded that December 10 is International Hu- 
fhan Rights Day marking the auspicious adoption and procla- 
‘mation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

“Good Governance is Human Rights” This years theme is appro- 
priate and relevant to the important concems of our country today. 

On this occasion the Commission reminds everyone the basic 
principle that Human Rights are universal, indivisible, interde- 
pendent and inter-related. The Constitution also provides that 
the state values the dignity of every human person and guaran- 
tees full respect for human rights 

Ir isin this context that the Rights-Based Approach (RBA) to 
development and governance is being implemented. It is a con- 
ceptual framework for the process of human development 
based in international human tights standards and directed to 


ON BEHALF of the National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAP), 1 
‘would like to express my sincere appreciation and thanks to the 
international development community led by the United Na- 
tions Development Program (UNDP), the various government 
agencies, members of civil society, business groups and profes- 
sionals, media and the academe for their meaningful and enths- 
siastic participation in the so-called 10 to 10 Multi-Sectoral 
Campaign-Festival on Governance Reforms in the Philippines, 
from Oct. 10 to Dec. 10. 

“The number ten likewise extends to the number of themes 
carried by the Campaign Festival, covering a whole range of rel- 
evant topics critical to governance and the Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals: from anti-corruption to anti-poverty programs, 
from service delivery by government to is multiple constituen- 
cles to the prevention of crimes of violence against women. The 
overall theme of the Pestival expresses it all: "Engaging the Peo- 
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tional reforms the Comelec will pursue in its modernization 
campaign. With the lessons learned from the 2004 National 
‘and Local Elections and the insights gained from the three con- 
ferences conducted under the aegis of "10 to 10,” the Comelec 
now stands ready to deliver on its promise of contributing sig- 
nificantly to the realization of the Millenium Development 
Goals, through the full modernization of the Philippine elec- 
toral system by 2007. 
Mabuhay tayong lahat! 
MO 


Chair 
‘Commission on Elections 


certain thet your campaign will gain more support from all sec- 
tors of our society that will greatly contribute to the attainment 


cp aera for our beloved Philippines. 
GUILLERMO N. CARAGUE 


Chair 
Commission on Audit 


promoting and protecting human rights. And. 

Governance is based on the following Human Rights stan- 
dards: It 

1. Identifies the rot causes of poverty by providing a holistic 
picture of development issues; 

2. Brings gender to the forefront of development; 

3. Sees development as an empowering process; 

4, Provides a basis to objectively assess the contribution of a 
particular intervention in changing the lives of the poor; 

5, Provides objective standards that can be used as a guide in 
a dynamic process because they include guidance for “immedi- 
ate” and “progressive” realization; and 

6. Strengthens accountability in the development process be- 
cause human rights imply human duties. 

Government agencies and the civil society should work to- 
‘gether because at the end, corruption will only be eliminated if 
“all parmers are cooperating. If government agencies will work 
alongside human rights, that is good governance. 


a 
pohisicncion É VALERA QUSUR 
Chair 

Commission on Human Rights 


ple and Communities: Advancing Governance Reforms Towards 
the Realization of the Millennium Development Goals”. 

For the anti-poverty theme, the National Anti-Poverty Com- 
mission (NAPC) was happy to serve as the lead convenor and 
coordinator for the topic focused on the wider and more signif 
cane participation of the basic sectors in the nation-wide battle 
against poverty. We are convinced that this participation must 
be felt and exercised not only in the national but more and more 
in the local evens, using both current and stilkto-be designed 
structures and mechanisms, 

Mabuhay tayong lahat! 


IMEYSAM. NICOLAS 
Secretary General 
Nacional Anti-Poverty Commission 
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ment of the Philippines and the United Nations Development Program 


JE response to chronic and massive poverty in the country, the Govern- 


established a Governance Portfolio aimed at creating an enabling envi- 
ronment and capacity building for good governance in the country. From 
2002-2004, the Governance Portfolio embarked in different program and 
project initiatives that cut across all branches of government, media and civil 
society organizations. The initiatives focused on enhancing the processes 
and inter-institutional relationships among the government and civil society 
stakeholders for a more improved performance of their mandates and mis- 
sions in public services provision to the poor, marginalized and disadvan- 


taged. 


Tapat Palikai 


From the lessons and gains of 2002-2004 opera- 
tions of the Governance Portfolio, the nine Execut- 
ing Agencies of the Governance Portfolio bonded 
themselves for the 10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma. 
Dubbed as 10 to 10 Governance Reform Campaign- 
Festival, ten (10) thematic reform areas were prior- 
itized to be showcased and demonstrated for the pe- 
riod October 10 (the anniversary of the Local Gov- 
ernment Code) to December 10 (the commemora- 
tion of che International Human Rights Day). 


Cross Thematic Concerns 

With the overall theme of Engaging People and Com- 
munities: Advancing Governance Reforms towards the 
Realization of the Millennium Development Goals, the 
‘multi-sectoral group was led by the Civil Service Com- 
mission (CSC), Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
emment-local Goverment Academy (DILG-LGA), 
Supreme Court of the Philippines (SC), Office of the 
‘Ombudsman (OMB), Department of Budget and Man- 
agement (DBM), the National Economic Development 
‘Authority (NEDA), National Anti-Poverty Commission 
(APC), Development Academy of the Philippines 
(DAP), Office ofthe President, National Commission on 
Role of che Filipino Women (NCRFW), and Commission 
on Human Rights (CHR). The Private Sector, Civil Soci- 
ety Groups, and other Mult-stakeholders engaged in 
this partnership are the Task Force Participatory Local 
Governance (TFPLG), Transparency and Accountabili- 
ty Nexwork (TAN), Consortium for Electoral Reforms 
j = e 


(CER), Center for Community Journalism and Develop- 

ment (CCID), and the Business for integrity and Stabili- 

1y of Our Nation inc (Bisyon 2020) together with other 
sternational donor agencies and the UNDE. 

Ten (10) thematic areas were prioritized to serve as 
the agenda for the national multi-sectoral call for gover- 
nance reforms that are connected with the 10-point 
legacy agenda of the President Gloria Macapagal Ar- 
toyo. The themes are: Insttutionalizing Reforms in the 
Hecioral and Political Systems; Ensuring Access to Jus- 
tice by the Poor through reforms in the 5 Pilars of Jus- 
tice; Graf-and-Corruprion Free Sociery: Making it Pos- 
sibel; Scaling up the Gains in Local Governance; Peo- 
ple's Rights First in the Realization of MDGs; Engaging 
Media in Governance; Enhancing the Administration of 
Services Delivery, Strengthening Governance towards 
Environmental Sustainability; Empowering and Engag- 
ing the Basic Sectors and Communities in Governance 
and Governance in Peace Bulling and Conflict Preven- 


tion, 

“The 10:0 10 Dekada ng Reporma launched the cam- 
paign on October 12 with a celebration of the efforts 
and initiatives as well as the breakthroughs of innova- 
tive approaches and good governance practices. The 
Governance Expo, which showcased the various initia- 
tives supported by both LGSP and UNDP strengthened 
DILG’ role and leadership in the local governance sec- 
tor It also engaged and challenged the DILG, LGUs and 
the leagues to scale up and instirutionalize the gains 
and processes in local governance. Similarly the League 
‘of Municipalities and League of Cities identified priority 
policy issues. The Local Government Performance Man- 
agement System (LGPMS) was launched, which is an 
Internet-based self-assessment system that will check 
the performance of local chief executives in the delivery 
of basic services and in management of the affairs indif- 
ferent localities. Likewise, replicable practices were dis- 
seminated through the’ distribution of replication 
guidelines and brochures to target users, guidebooks 
and linkages and support under the Good Governance 
Facility for Adaptation and Replication (Gofar) 


Electoral and Political Reforms: 
Institutionalizing Reforms in the Electoral and Politi- 
cal Systems 


Inour advocacy of Institutionalizing Reforms in Elec- 
toral and Political System, the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec), Consortium on Electoral Reforms (CER), 
and Representatives from Congress prioritized the elec- 
toral reform agenda for the 13th Congress and election 
reform action agenda for 2005-2010. Also resolved are 
the need for amending the Omnibus Election Code, im- 
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plementation ofthe electoral modernization in time for 
the 2007 elections, strengthening of the political party 
system and the continuing conduct of citizen and voter 
education. Also, the Ledac Secretariat, Congressional 
Planning and Budget Department of the House of Rep- 
resentatives (CPBO), and the Senate Economic Plan- 
ning Office (Sepo) gathered priority measures as a 
working document to formally set the House priority 
legisianve agenda for the 13th Congress. The Consor- 
tium on Electoral Reforms (CER), Philippine Political 
Science Association (PPSA), and Univérsity of the 
Philippines-Asian Center carried out sharing of experi- 
ences among Asian countries, yielded to identification 
‘of best practices in the conduct of an election, design of 
an electoral system and in the advocacy of electoral re- 
forms. This further led to the establishment of network 
among Asian countries to include Philippines, East Tim- 
or, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, Taiwan, Japan, 
South Korea, Thailand, india, and Sri Lanka. Also, in- 
teractions among UNDP practitioners from country, 
sub-regional, regional and global levels, as well as a 
number of senior practitioners, academics, and part 
ners with hands-on experience of electoral assistance, 
promoted understanding of the substance of UNDP's 
electoral assistance entry points, strategy to address 
policy and practical needs, approach of global pro- 
gramme and electoral systems and processes, capacity 
building for long term assistance, and innovative part- 
nerships and research. 

Justice Reforms: Ensuring Access to Justice by the 
Poor through Reforms in the 5 Pillars of Justice 


In our advocacy of Ensuring Access to Justice by the 
Poor through Reforms in the 5 Pillars of Justice, the 
Supreme Court and the composite agencies such as De- 
partment of Justice (DOJ), Sandiganbayan. (Graft 
Court), Office of the Ombudsman (OMB), Philippine 
National Police (PNP), National Police Commission 
(Napolcom), Bureau of Jails Management and Penolo- 
gy (BJMP), National Bureau of Investigation (NBI, 
Public Attorneys Office (PAO), Office of the Solicitor 
General, Alternative Law Groups (ALG), Bureau of Cor- 
rection (BuCor), Development Academy of the Philip: 
pines (DAP), National Commission on Role of the Fil 
ipin Women (NCRFW) and others involved in the Five 
Pillars of Justice on law enforcement, prosecution, 
court system, correction and rehabilitation, and com 
munity integration focused their initiatives and per- 
spectives on access to justice by the poor, disadvan- 
taged, and marginalized while dispensing their man- 
dates of administering justice for al. In order to pursue 
this direction, the Five Pillars resolved to revisit and ra- 
tionalize their structure, functional linkages, collabora 

tive programs, and systems toward enhancing the de- 
livery of mandated services that consist of best prac- 
tices, policies, plan, and pact for 2005-2010 action 
plans and agenda, Other issues and concerns that this 
advocacy addresied were the development of a speedy, 
impartial, and accessible criminal justice system by en- 
hhancing the institutional capacity efficiency and effec- 
tiveness of the DOJ and its attached agencies. Other 
measures initially identified are: to capacitate the inter- 
nally displaced persons (IDPs) and communities to pro- 
mote the culture of peace and the basi rights of IDPs, 
facilitate their easy access to justice, and strengthen the 
support mechanisms and institutions and emergency 
response and management, provide an overall frame- 
‘work o ensure the rights and justice for all through ed- 
ueation for the por, women, and children in particular. 


‘The Law Enforcement Pillar consisting of the PNR 
NBI, PDEA, Bureau of Customs, Bureau of internal Rev- 
enue, Bureau of Immigration and other specialized 
agencies resolved to undertake advocacy on the parti 

pation ofthe prosecutors and judges in the traning and 
‘education of law enforcement officers, strengthening of 
the National Law Enforcement Coordinating Commit- 
tee and the inclusion of other pillars of the Justice Sys- 
tem, intensification of public information drives to 
boost community involvement in the peace and order 
campaign, strengthening of the DOL's witness protec- 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the multi-sectoral partici- 
pants ofthe 10 to 10 Governance Reform Campaign- 
Festival 

We affirm the need to strengthen the partner- 
ship between government and civil society on key 
governance areas, including local participation, 
environmental protection, peace and conflict 
management, urban affairs, reproductive health, 
and information and communications technology 
planning. Furthermore, this strongly encourages 
cooperation between government and civil society 
in enforcing policies, programs, and projects for 
governance reform. 

W is our frm belief that development problems, 
especially those affecting the vulnerable sectors, 


MY WARMEST greetings to the organizers and par- 
ticipants of the 10 to 10 Campaign Festival on Gover- 
nance Reforms. 

‘The thematic areas undeiscored through the vari 
‘ous activities in this campaign, including the area on 
“Media Reforms: Engaging Media in Governance Re- 
forms” are noteworthy Indeed, your initiative to mo- 
bilize media practitioners, in strengthening theit 
role as sources of truth and guardians of social jus- 
tice, comes at an opportune moment, The advance- 
ment of a free and responsible media is essential to 
the promotion of professionalism in the bureaucracy, 
transparency and accountability in government, and 
enlightenment in the citizenry. 


AS PARTNER and participating lead organization in 
the 10 to 10 "Dekada ng Reporma”, the Business for 
Integrity and Stability of Our Nation (Bisyon 2020) 
wishes to thank tie United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) for sponsoring this much-need- 
ed multi-sectoral campaign festival on governance 
reform in the Philippines. 

Good govemance is the single driving force of 
business and government alike, Good governance is 
leamed from within, a product of wel-entrenched 
values hewn from various environments, principally 
those learned from family and hole. 

In business and finance, particularly in undertaking 
key management decisions, we are taught not to take 
risks unless the rewards are commensurate with the 
risks. This promotes rational behavior and efficient use of 
a companys valuable bur limited resources. 

In our country, corruption is unfortunately preva- 
lent ... but this is not a problem of the Philippines 
alone. Corruption is present in both developed and 


GREETINGS of Hope, Peace and Love! 

‘Thank you and congratulations to all who have 
actively participated and contributed ro the success 
ofthe 10 to 10 Governance Reforms Campaign-Fest- 
val. Together we have made many things possible: 
expansion of our circles of influence, recognition of 
new best practices, and creation of new approaches 
to partnership and collaboration towards gover- 
nance reforms, 

We need not conduct a survey to know the fondest 
dream of all Filipinos. We have more similarities 
than differences. We have common desires to attain 
‘our full potentials, make meaningful contribution to 
society, and have a great future for the country 
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GOVERNMENT Agencies: Cl Service Commision (Chal, 
| Dep. of marior and Lec Govemmenis (CoC), 
Supreme Cour ofthe Philippines, Offer of the Ornbudsman, 
Deparment of Budget and Management, Commision fr 
Human Righe, Nana! Economie and Development Au 
thos, Naiona! Antvery Commision, Development 
Academy of he Philippines, Natal Comm. on Role of the 
gna Women, Offer of the Presiden, CSO & Private See 
1 Task Face Panny Local Governance, Business for 
Jeg and Sub of Our Nation Fderion Iac. (iyon 
2020) Transparency and Accoumabiliy Newark, Consor- 
sum for Pectora Reform, Center for Community Journalism 
and Development, international Development Agencies Sup- 
Sipon Group, Unte Navons Development Programme 
3 (UNDP), Canadian International Development Agency (C- 
Ť DA, kes Govemment Support Programme CIDA (LGSAC- 
Š DA), Ansalan Agency for Ineerational Development (Au- 
È sak, Unie Stanes Agency for International Development 
3 (USAIA), The Asia Foundation United Nations Habitat (UN 
Haba, United Nas Che Pund (Unie, Unked 
A Nasions Population Fund (Unfpa), United Nations Develop- 
‘ment Fand for Women (Une, Vid Nations HIV/AIDS 
Å (Uns), Unke Nations Resident Coordinators fc (UN 
Ñ RC), Konrad Adenauer Sug, (KS), Frederich Ebert 
ee (029), Bish Cone, European Commission (EC, 
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have multiple causes and 

efforts of multiple stakeholders. Such efforts de- 
mand that policy making, monitoring, and imple- 
mentation should be anchored on genuine participa- 
tion and effective state society partnerships- 

Truly, we declare our commitment to pursue and 
support programs and projects geared toward the re- 
alization ofthe Millennium Development Goals. We 
also recognize the need to conduct policy research 
and training activities to promote human tights and 
good governance. 

AS representatives of organizations that support 
the rights-based approach to development, we signi- 
fy our commitment to promote civil society partici- 
pation in governance. 


Let me therefore congratulate the men and wom- 
en from the various public and private sectors, non- 
government organizations, and international devel- 
‘opment agencies for spearheading a unified cam- 
paign to advance governance reforms supportive of 
the administration's 10-point legacy program. Your 
efforts and sacrifices truly bespeak of your devotion 
to the nation, faith in our government, and confi- 
dence in our country's future. 
Mabuhay tayong lahat. 


SEC. RENATO S, VELASCO 
Director-General 
Philippine Information Agency 


developing economies alike, in varying degrees. 
‘What is key, however, is the political will of a coun- 
trysleadership to curb corruption and undertake the 
reforms, however difficult and unpopular. 

Multisectoral programs such as the 10 to 10 
“Dekada ng Reporma” reinforces the need for the im- 
portance of translating the values handed down 
through generations into effective leadership and 
selfless service ro our country. 

‘Again, we thank the UNDP for its supportive role in 
bringing to the fore its goal to ignite the fire of change 
and reform in the various secors of Philippine society. 


Deane 

Vice Chairman, bisyon 2020 

Chairman and Managing Parnes, SGV & Co. 
President, Management Association of the Phis. 
Incoming President 2005, Philippine Institute of 
Ceniied Public Accountants 


‘These dreams have brought us together in this 10 ro 
10 campaign-festival. Ever since we started working 
together, we have developed a deep sense of mutus 
respect and admiration for our respective ideas and 
actions and, most important, we are now clear on 
what we can and will do together in the next five 
years, 

Let us continue to include, engage and inspire 
more people, organizations and communities to get 
involved in the realization of the Millennium Devel- 


opment Goals. 
Horsten 
MARY ANN Z. FERNANDEZ-MENDOZA 
10t010 Chair 


Sviss Embassy Office of he High Commissioner for Human 
Righe (OF-CHR). 


Thematic working group clusters 
Electoral and Political Reform Cluster Anti-Corruption ? 
Cluster, Commission on Elections (Comelec), Consortium 
on Electoral Reforms (CER), Insitute of Political and Plec- 
toral Reform Oper), Philippine Political Science Associa- 
‘don (PPSA), UP Asian Center, Senate Economic Planning 
Office - Senate of the Philippines, Congressional Planning 
and Budget Office - House of Representative (CPBO- 
HOR), Career Executive Service Board (CPSB), Civil Ser- 
vice Commision (CSC), Office of the Ombudsman 
(OMB), Commission on Audit (COA), Department of Bud. 
get and Management (DBM), Presidential Commission > 
Against Graft (PAGO), Busines for Integrity and Stability , 
of Our Nation Federation Ine (Bisyon 2020), Tansparen- 
cy and Accountability Network (TAN), Philipine Bust.” 
ness for Social Progress (PBSP), Development Academy of $ 
the Philippines (DAP). | 


Spllarsetfusticcusterlocalgovernancectuner 4 
Supreme Court of the Philippines (SC), Department of $ 
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Covenant for the 10 to 10 Dekada 
ng Reporma 


IN RESPONSE to the prevailing issues of governance 
which impede development of the country such as pover- 
ty environmental degradation, graft and corruption, 
poor access to justice by the marginalized, inadequate 
participatory electoral and political mechanisms, under- 
utilized local government capacity, insufficient bureau- 
cratic policies, reforms, and systems to make govem- 
ment more responsive, we, the 10 to 10 Movers of Gover- 
nance Reform Campaign Festival, dedicate and-commit 
‘ourselves to 2 Rights-Based Governance Reforms from 
2005-2010 that will institutionalize accountability, non- 
discrimination, broad representation and participation 
Gf women and men in governance along the following 
thematic concerns: 


1. On Institutionalizing Reforms in the Electoral and 
Political Systems 

‘To engage all sectors for the development of a unifying 
framework and institutional support measures and 
mechanisms geared towards the implementation of an 
honest, credible, transparent; modernized election sys- 
tem in 2005 - 2010 both at local and national levels; 

‘To carry out immediate electoral reforms by carrying 
out electoral modernization; strengthening the political 
pany system: and pursuing legislative amendments or 
actions in relation to the Omnibus Election Code and 
other election-related bills; and 

‘To carry out a comprehensive citizen-voter education 
for the exercise of the people's right of sùffrage and 
meaningful participation in various political processes, 
with special attention to the poor, vulnerable and disad- 
vantaged towards achieving political legitimacy, accept- 
ability and accountability in the country as imperative in 
attaining strong, stable and functioning democracy. 


2. On Ensuring Access to Justice by the Poor through 
Reforms in the 5 Pillars of Justice 

To strengthen collaboration and partnership among 
the five (5) Pillars of the Criminal Justice System cover- 
ing enforcement, prosecution, adjudication, correction- 
al, and community integration towards more responsive, 
rights based, and gender sensitive administration of jus- 
tice for all; 

For the Law Enforcement Pillar to undertake advocacy 
on the participation of the prosecutors and judges in the 
training and education of law enforcement officers, to 
strengthen the National Law Enforcement Coordinating 
Committee and the inclusion of other pillars of the Jus- 
tice System, to intensify public information which drives 
to boost community involvement in the peace and order 
campaign, to strengthen the DOs's witness protection 
program, integration and automation of nationwide 
crime reporting system, and to formulate legislative re- 
forms affecting the criminal justice system by amending 
some provisions of the charters of the agencies con- 
cemed; 

For the Prosecution Pillar to resolve, among others, 
the enhancement of the prosecutors’ knowledge on new 
laws specially for the vulnerable sectors, have a continu- 
ing dialogue between the pillar and the community, 
strengthening the task force on women and children, im- 
plement continuing legal education specifically on laws 
on women, human rights, gender sensitivity and the 
rights-based approach; 

For the Court Pillar to further develop their ongoing 
judicial reform focused on establishing more effective, 
efficient, and inexpensive delivery of justice; to have 
more avenues and venues for knowledge and informa- 
tion sharing about best practices in the court pillar; and 
to reinvent and re-engineer their attitudes by taking a 
closer look at the needs of the public which they serve; 

For the Correction Pillar to undertake initiatives such 
as the institutional advocacy of rehabilitation as against 
the perception on punitive approach, formulation of cor- 
rectional standards in the treatment of all prisoners from 
municipal, city, district, provincial and national correc- 
tion facilities, improving cooperation programs and link- 
ages with institutions involved in the correction pillar, 
advocacy of the agenda for rendering of community ser- 
vice in lieu of incarceration and. adoption of manage- 
ment information system among agencies; 

For the Community Pillar to commit on the enhance- 
ment of the access to justice by the poor through the 
strengthening of network among civil society organiza- 
tions, private sector and the government, educating me- 
dia on proper decorum in the handling of sensitive cases 
that is gender and rights-based, reactivation of the Na- 
tional Crime Information System and institutionaliza- 
tion of gender sensitivity raining: 

To end the climate of impunity and the chain of vio- 
lence through reforms founded on the principles of 
restorative justice by abolishing the death penalty law 
and ratification of the 2nd Optional Protocol on Civil and 
political rights; 

‘To establish a “truth commission” and prioritizing bills 
on torture, enforced/involuntary disappearance, indem- 
nification to victims of human rights violation and pro- 
posalson anti-diserimination; an 

To establish operational mechanisms for seeking jus- 
ticeability of economic, social and cultural rights; and to 
improve access to justice by the poor, marginalized and 
disadvantaged arising from poverty, human rights abus- 
es and exclusion or marginalization of these sectors in 
the whole gamut of governance towards realization of 
peace, human rights and development in the country. 


3. On Graft - and Corruption - Free Society, Making it 
Possible! 
To commit to the improvement of the plight of the 
oor; disadvantaged, and marginalized by making possi- 
le a Graft-and Corruption-Free Society through: institu- 
tionalization of the Framework on Anti-Corruption and 
effective mechanisms for transparency on all govern- 
ment transactions; continuous effort on developing civil 
Societys capacity to fight graft and corruption; and, i 
plementation of the Office of the Ombudsman's Medi- 
um-Term Anti-Corruption Plan (2004-2008), among 
others, to combat corruption and restore the integrity, 
transparency and accountability of various governance 
functions and processes, which have been eroded by cor- 
rupt practices resulting to staggering and alarming losses 
in terms of undelivered basic services and programs; an 
To further strengthen the partnership between gov- 
ernment, private sector, and local communities in com- 
bating graft and corruption, the Bisyon 2020 commits 
the pursuit and advancing the 2020 agenda and commit- 
ments through resource mobilization and close collabo- 
ration with government and civil society in the follow- 
ing: marshalling resources to encourage, support, and 
protect anti-corruption crusaders, whistle-blowers, wit- 
nesses, and victims of corruption; strengthening govem- 
tent and private sector partnerships with focal comma- 
nity organizations at the lowest grassroots level possible; 
ensuring proper compliance with Code of Ethics, laws, 
rules and regulations; eliminating bribery and extortion 
as “standard procedures” in business practices; commi 
ting resources to ensure judicial investigation, prosecu- 


tion, and conviction; initiating and engaging in a com- 
prehensive education campaign versus corruption; em- 
powering the citizenry through intensive and extensive 
anti-corruption Information, Education, and Commu- 
nication (IEC) program, enhancing corruption preven- 
tion programs; strongly endorsing presidential certifi- 
cation of anti-corruption bills as urgent, and lobbying 
for anti-corruption legislative agenda. 


4,On Scaling up the Gains in Local Governance 

‘To scale up and institutionalize the gains and pro- 
cesses in local governance by engaging LGUs to adopt 
the rights-framework to sustainable development and 
excellence in local governance, disseminate and repli- 
cate exemplary practic 

To localize and mainstream Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals and Gender and Development initiatives, 
and, implement the Local Governance Performance 
‘Management System (LGPMS) towards fostering an 
enabling policy environment in enhancing good gover 
nance through local initiatives, resource generation 
and mobilization, and capacity development; and, in- 
stituting inter-governmental relations among the LGUs 
and between the LGU and national government, and 

‘To engage individuals and communities in pursuing 
Participatory local development and in building a cu 
ture of peace and transforming conflict. 


5, On People's Rights First in the Realization of 
MDGs 

To institute the development of human rights cul- 
ture and gender sensitivity in government, private sec- 
tor and civil society through the implementation of the 
constitutional provisions on the establishment of acon- 
tinuing human rights education in schools and imple- 
mentation of Presidential directives on the mandatory 
human rights education for the police and military per- 
sonnel; and 

‘To mainstream human rights and gender along with 
the Millennium Development Goals through the adop- 
tion of Rights-Based Approach in planning, budgeting 
and implementation through legislation both ar the lo- 
cal and national levels. And to work out with develop- 
ment agencies, people's organizations, non-govern- 
mental organizations, local development councils and 
local government units in the operationalization and 
application of human rights standards in the delivery 
and management of services and programs especially 
for the poor, disadvantaged and marginalized sectors 
of society. 


6. On Engaging Media in Governance 

To develop strategies and mechanisms for the active 
and effective participation of media in governance re- 
forms towards a more transparent, accountable, and par- 
ticipatory governance in the country and implementation 
of measures for sustaining media participation network 
and developing mechanisms ar the national and local lev- 
elsto include citizen engagement in governance, 


7. On Enhancing the Administration of Service De- 
livery 

To engage the system of government into a process 
of review, enhancement and institutionalization of re- 
forms in policies, plans, programs and systems de- 
signed to strengthen the capacity and responsiveness 
of government, especially those in the front line, in de- 
livering the much-needed efficiency and effectiveness 
in the public service delivery improvement program of 
social and economic services; and 

“To ensure equity and improvement of people's quali- 
ty of life that would allow more opportunities for the 
poor and marginalized for more access to productive 
resources and basic services of government for the real- 
ization of the MDGs, improvement of level of enjoy- 
ment of peoples’ human rights, enhancement of gender 
sensitivity in media and governance, and attainment of 
peace and development in the country. 


8. On Strengthening Governance towards Environ- 
mental Sustainability 

‘To develop local environmental and sound ecologi- 
cal programs in harmony with the local government's 
plans on pursuing the preservation of the quality of the 
‘environment though enactment of new laws and codes 
to ensure the conservation, development and explo- 
ration of natural resources based on the principles of 
sustainable development and respect for ancestral do- 
main; and 

“To engage local communities in managing natural re- 
sources through the establishment of people's organiza- 
tions and networks to undertake all possible initiatives 
and measures for the protection and enrichment of the 
environment for use of present and future generations. 


9. On Empowering & Engaging the Basic Sectors in 
Governance 

To pursue and support the rights and gender based 
agenda for the basic sectors’ agenda and further devel- 
op the poverty reduction strategies, policies, programs, 
and mechanisms designed for the realization of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) targets on 
poverty, education, gender equality, child morality, 
maternal health, HIV/AIDS and other diseases, envi 
ronment, and global partnership for development; and 
to empower basic sectors for improved self-reliance 
and participation in democratic governance, to partici- 
patory governance, social equity, social capital forma- 
tion, and greater access to productive assets particular- 
ly microfinance and livelihood technology for total un- 
leashing of their potentials and contributions to achiev- 
ing better quality of life and human development. 


10. On Governance in Peace-Building and Conflict 
Prevention 

“To develop and implement strategies and mechanisms 
that will involve participation of and unify the local com- 
munities, civil society organizations and other stakehold- 
ers working for and sustaining a peaceful community by 
‘utilizing various instruments and interventions on peace- 
building and conflict prevention; and 

‘To adopt an “all-out peace” policy in dealing with all 
armed political groups under the principles set in the 
International Humanitarian laws; push for the enact- 
ment of laws for the protection of intemally displaced 
persons and communities in accordance with the inter- 
national standards. 

We, the movers of the 10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma 
from government the civil sociery organizations, me- 
dia, the private sector, and the international develop- 
ment community agree with the aforementioned 
covenant in advancing good governance, human 
rights, peace and human development in the country 
hereby affix our signature as a manifestation of our 
commitment to the reform movement on the occasion 
of the Human Rights Festival on this Bth day of Decem- 
Ber, in the year of Our Lard, Two Thousand and Four, 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the mul 
pants ofthe 10 to 10 Governance Reform Campaign- 
Festival! 

We affirm the need to strengthen the partner- 
ship between government and civil society on key 
governance areas, including local participation, 
environmental protection, peace and conflict 
management, urban affairs, reproductive health, 
and information and communications technology 
planning. Furthermore, this strongly encourages 
cooperation between government and civil society 
in enforcing policies, programs, and projects for 
governance reform. 

It is our firm belief that development problems, 
especially those affecting the vulnerable sectors, 
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have multiple causes and require the collaborative 
eforts of multiple stakeholders. Such efforts de- 
mand that policy making, monitoring, and imple- 
mentation should be anchored on genuine participa- 
tion and effective state-society partnerships 

“Truly, we declare our commitment to pursue and 
support programs and projects geared toward the re- 
alization ofthe Millennium Development Goals. We 
also recognize the need to conduct policy research 
and training activities to promote human tights and 
good governance. 

AS representatives of organizations that support 
the rights based approach to development, we signi- 
fy our commitment to promote civil society partici- 
pation in governance. 


FS 
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MY WARMEST greetings to the organizers and par- 
ticipants of the 10 to 10 Campaign Festival on Gover- 
nance Reforms. 

The thematic areas undeiscored through the vari- 
‘us activities in this campaign, including the area on 
“Media Reforms: Engaging Media in Governance Re- 
forms" are noteworthy. Indeed, your initiative to mo- 
bilize media practitioners, in strengthening their 
role as sources of truth and guardians of social jus- 
tice, comes at an opportune moment. The advance- 
ment of a free and responsible media is essential to 
the promotion of professionalism in the bureaucracy, 
transparency and accountability in government, and 
enlightenment in the citizenry. 


AS PARTNER and participating lead organization in 
the 10 to 10 “Dekada ng Reporma”, the Business for 
Integrity and Stability of Our Nation (Bisyon 2020) 
wishes to thank the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) for sponsoring this much-need- 
ed multisectoral campaign festival on governance 
reform inthe Philippines. 

Good governance is the single driving force of 
business and government alike. Good governance is 
learned from within, a product of well-entrenched 
values hewn from various environments, principally 
those learned from family and home. 

1n business and finance, particularly in undenaking 
key management decisions, we are taught not to take 
risks unless the rewards are commensurate with the 
risks. This promotes rational behavior and efficient use of 
a companys valuable bur limited resources. 

In our country corruption is unfortunately preva- 
lent... but this is not a problem of the Philippines 
alone. Corruption is present in both developed and 


Let me therefore congratulate the men and wom- 
en from the various public and private sectors, non- 
government organizations, and international devel- 
‘opment agencies for spearheading a unified cam- 
paign to advance governance reforms supportive of 
the administration's 10-point legacy program. Your 
efforts and sacrifices truly bespeak of your devotion 
to the nation, faith in our government, and confi- 
dence in our country’s future. 
Mabuhay tayong lahat. 


SBC. RENATOS. VELASCO 
Director-General 
Philippine Information Agency 


developing economies alike, in varying degrees. 
Whar is key, however, is the political will of a coun- 
trys leadership ro curb corruption and undertake the 
reforms, however dificu and unpopular. 

Multisectoral programs such as the 10 to 10 
“Dekada ng Reporma” reinforces the need for the im- 
portance of translating the values handed down 
through generations into effective leadership and 
selfless service to our country 

‘Again, we thank the UNDP for its supportive role in 
bringing to the fore is goal to ignite the fire of change 
and reform in the various sectors of Philippine sociey: 


DAYA 

Vice Chairman, Bisyon 2020 

Chairman and Managing Partner, SGV & Co. 
Presidenr, Management Association of the Phis. 
Incoming President 2005, Philippine Institute of 
Cenified Public Accountants 


GREETINGS of Hope, Peace and Love! 

‘Thank you and congratulations to all who have 
actively participated and contributed to the success 
‘of the 10 to 10 Governance Reforms Campaign-Fest- 
val, Together we have made many things possible: 
expansion of our circles of influence, recognition of 
new best practices, and creation of new approaches 
to partnership and collaboration towards gover- 
nance reforms. 

We need not conduct a survey to know the fondest 
‘dream of all Filipinos. We have more similarities 
than differences. We have common desires to attain 
cour full potentials, make meaningful contribution to 
society and have a great future for the country. 
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GOVERNMENT Agencies: Chil Service Commision (Chai), 
Dept. of Interior and Local Governmens (Coat), 
Supreme Court ofthe Philippines, Ofe ofthe Ombudsman, 
Deparment of Budget and Management, Commission for 
Human Rights, Nadonal Economie and Development Au- 
tory, National Anti-Poverty Commision, Development 
Academy ofthe Philippines, Nadona Comm. on Role of the 
Pipino Women, Office af the President, CSO & Private Sec- 
tor: Tsk Force Paricipatory Local Govemance, Business for 
tmegrity and Sabit of Our Nation Federation Iac. (Bisyon 
2020) Transparency and Accoumability Network, Conor 
iom for Electoral Reform, Cener for Community Journal 
and Development, ternational Development Agencies Sup- 
pon Group, United Nations Development Programme 
UNDP), Canadian Snenatona Development Agency (C- 
DA), Local Govemmen Suppor Programme-CIDA (LGSRCI- 
DA), Australan Agency for Imerrarional Development (Au- 
hd), Unhed Sues Agenay for Intemational Deselopment 
KUSA), The Asia Foundation Und Nations Habitat (UN- 
Hablon), Uned Naons Childrens Fund (Unie), United 

1 Navions Population Pund (Unfpa), United Nations Develop- 
ment Fund for Women (Unie), United Nations HIV/AIDS 
(Unis), United Notons Resident Coordinators Ofice (UN- 

RC), Konrad Adenover Stitung (KAS), Frederich Eber 

+ Sung (PES), Bish Counci}, European Commision (£C), 
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‘These dreams have brought us together in this 10 to 
10 campaign-fstival. Ever since we started working 
together, we have developed a deep sense of mutual 
respect and admiration for our respective ideas and 
actions and, most important, we are now clear on 
what we can and will do together in the next five 
years 

Let us continue to include, engage and inspire 
more people, organizations and communities to get 
involved in the realization of the Millennium Devel- 
opment Goals 

Bon Fearon Morigen 
MARY ANN Z. FERNANDEZ-MENDOZA 
101010 Chair 
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‘Swiss Embassy Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OH-CHR). 


‘Thematic working group clusters 

Electoral and Political Reform Cluster Anti-Corruption 
Cluster, Commission on Elections (Comelec), Consortium 
‘on Electoral Reforms (CER), Institute of Political and Eiee- 
taral Reform (Iper), Philippine Political Science Associa- 
tion (PPSA), UP Asian Center, Senate Economie Pinning 
Otce -Senate of the Philipines, Congressional Panning 
and Budget Office - House of Representative (CPBO- 
HOR), Career Execute Service Board (C2SB), Civil Ser- 
vice Commission (CSC), Office of the Ombudsman 
(OMB), Commission on Audit (COA), Department of Bud- 
get and Management (DBM), Presidential Commission 
Against Graft (PAGC), Business for Imegrity and Stability 
(of Our Nation Federation Inc (Bisyon 2020), Transparen- 
cy and Accountability Network (TAN), Philippine Bust 
ness for Social Progress (POSP), Development Academy of 
the Philippines (DAP). 


S pilars of justice cluster local governance duster © 
Supreme Court of the Philippine (SC), Department of 
MOVERS/FS 
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IN RESPONSE to the prevailing issues of governance 
‘which impede development of the country such as pover- 
ty, environmental degradation, graft and corruption, 
poor access to justice by the marginalized, inadequate 
participatory electoral and political mechanisms, under- 
utilized local government capacity, insufficient bureau- 
cratic policies, reforms, and systems to make govern- 
ment more responsive, we, the 10 to 10 Movers of Gover- 
nance Reform Campaign Festival, dedicate and commit 
ourselves to a Rights-Based Governance Reforms from 
2005- 2010 that will institutionalize accountability, non- 
discrimination, broad representation and participation 
of women and men in governance along the following 
thematic concerns: 


1. On institutionalizing Reforms in the Electoral and 
Political Systems 

‘To engage all sectors for the development of a unifying 
framework and institutional support measures and 
mechanisms geared towards the implementation of an 
honest, credible, transparent; modernized election sys- 
tem in 2005 - 2010 both at local and national levels; 

To carry out immediate electoral reforms by carrying 
out electoral modernization: strengthening the political 
party system; and pursuing legislative amendments or 
actions in relation to the Omnibus Election Code and 
other election-related bills; and 

To carry out a comprehensive citizen-voter education 
for the exercise of the people's right of sitffrage and 
meaningful participation in various political processes, 
with special attention co the poor, vulnerable and disad- 
vantaged towards achieving political legitimacy, accept- 
ability and accountability in the country as imperative in 
attaining strong, stable and functioning democracy. 


2. On Ensuring Access to Justice by the Poor through 
Reforms in the 5 Pillars of Justice 

To strengthen collaboration and partnership among 
the five (5) Pillars of the Criminal Justice System cover- 
ing enforcement, prosecution, adjudication, correction- 
al, and community integration towards more responsive, 
rights based, and gender sensitive administration of jus- 
tice for all; 

For the Law Enforcement Pillar to undertake advocacy 
‘on the participation of the prosecutors and judges in the 
traning and education of law enforcement officers, to 
strengthen the National Law Enforcement Coordinating 
‘Committee and the inclusion of other pillars of the Jus- 
tice System, to intensify public information which drives 
to boost community involvement in the peace and order 
campaign, to strengthen the DOJ's witness protection 
program, integration and automation of nationwide 
crime reporting system, and to formulate legislative re- 
forms affecting the criminal justice system by amending 
some provisions of the charters of the agencies con- 
cemed; 

For the Prosecution Pillar to resolve, among others, 
the enhancement of the prosecutors’ knowledge on new 
laws specially for the vulnerable sectors, have a continu- 
ing dialogue between the pillar and the community, 
strengthening the task force on women and children, im- 
plement continuing legal education specifically on laws 
on women, human rights, gender sensitivity and the 
rights-based approach; 

For the Cour Pillar to further develop their ongoing 
judicial reform focused on establishing more effective, 
efficient, and inexpensive delivery of justice; to have 
more avenues and venues for knowledge and informa- 
tion sharing about best practices in the court pillar; and 
to reinvent and re-engineer their attitudes by taking a 
closer look at the needs of the public which they serve; 

For the Correction Pillar to undertake initiatives such 
as the institutional advocacy of rehabilitation as against 
the perception on punitive approach, formulation of cor- 
rectional standards in the treatment ofall prisoners from 
municipal, city district, provincial and national correc- 
tion facilities, improving cooperation programs and 
ages with institutions involved in the correction pillar, 
advocacy of the agenda for rendering of community ser- 
vice in Tieu of incarceration and. adoption of manage- 
ment information system among agencies; 

For the Community Pillar to commit on the enhance- 
ment of the access to justice by the poor through the 
strengthening of network among civil society organiza- 
tions, private sector and the government, educating me- 
dia on proper decorum in the handling of sensitive cases 
that is gender and rights-based, reactivation of the Na- 
tional Crime Information System and institutionaliza- 
tion of gender sensitivity training, 

To end the climate of impunity and the chain of vio- 
lence through reforms founded on the principles of 
restorative justice by abolishing the death penalty law 
and ratification of the 2nd Optional Protocol on Civil and 
political rights; 

Toestablish a “truth commission” and prioritizing bills 
on torture, enforced/involuntary disappearance, indem- 
nification to victims of human rights violation and pro- 
posals on ami-diserimination; and 

‘To establish operational mechanisms for seeking jus- 
ticeability of economic, social and cultural rights; and to 
improve access to justice by the poor, marginalized and 
disadvantaged arising from poverty, human rights abus- 
es and exclusion or marginalization of these sectors in 
the whole gamut of governance towards realization of 
peace, human rights and development in the country. 


3. On Graft - and Corruption - Free Society, Making it 
Possible! 
To commit ro the improvement of the plight of the 
pons disadvantaged, and marginalized by making poss 
lea Graft-and Corruption Free Society through: institu: 
tionalization of the Framework on Anti-Corruption and 
eficive mechanisms for transparency on all govern: 
ment transactions; continuous effort on developing civil 
society's capacity to fight graft and corruption; and, im- 
plementation of the Office of the Ombudsman's Medi- 
um-Term Anti-Corruption Plan (2004-2008), among 
‘others, to combat corruption and restore the integrity, 
transparency and accountability of various governance 
functions and processes, which have been eroded by cor- 
rupt practices resulting to staggering and alarming losses 
in terms of undelivered basic services and programs, and 
To further strengthen the partnership between gov- 
ernment, private sector, and local communities in com- 
bating graft and corruption, the Bisyon 2020 commits 
the pursuit and advancing the 2020 agenda and commit- 
ments through resource mobilization and close collabo- 
ration with government and civil society in the follow- 
ing: marshalling resources to encourage, support, and 
protect anti-corruption crusaders, whisile-blowers, wit- 
nesses, and victims of corruption; strengthening govern- 
ment and private sector parinerships with local commu- 
nity organizations at the lowest grassroots level possible; 
ensuring proper compliance with Code of Ethics, laws, 
rules and regulations: eliminating bribery and extortion 
as “standard procedures” in business practices; commit- 
ting resources to ensure judicial investigation, prosecu- 
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tion, and conviction, initiating and engaging in a com- 
prehensive education campaign versus corruption; em- 
powering the citizenry through intensive and extensive 
anti-corruption Information, Education, and Commu- 
nication (IEC) program, enhancing corruption preven- 
tion programs; strongly endorsing presidential cert 
cation of anti-corruption bills as urgent; and lobbying 
foranti-corruption legislative agenda, 


4,On Sealing up the Gains in Local Governance 

To scale up and institutionalize the gains and pro- 
cesses in local governance by engaging LGUs to adopt 
the rights-framework to sustainable development and 
excellence in local governance, disseminate and repli- 
cate exemplary practices, 

To localize and mainstream Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals and Gender and Development initiatives, 
and, implement the Local Governance Performance 
Management System (LGPMS) towards fostering an 
enabling policy environment in enhancing good gover- 
nance through local initiatives, resource generation 
and mobilization, and capacity development; and, in- 
stituting inter-governmental relations among the LGUs 
and between the LGU and national government; and 

To engage individuals and communities in pursuing 
participatory local development and in building a cul- 
ture of peace and transforming conflict. 


5. On People's Rights First in the Realization of 
MDGs 

To institute the development of human rights’ cul- 
ture and gender sensitivity in government, private sec- 
tor and civil society through the implementation of the 
constitutional provisions on the establishment of a con- 
tinuing human rights education in schools and imple- 
mentation of Presidential directives on the mandatory 
human rights education for the police and military per- 
sonnel; and 

To mainstream human rights and gender along with 
the Millennium Development Goals through the adop- 
tion of Rights Based Approach in planning, budgeting 
and implementation through legislation both at the lo- 
cal and national levels. And to work out with develop- 
ment agencies, people's organizations, non-govern- 
mental organizations, local development councils and 
local government units in the operationalization and 
application of human rights standards in the delivery 
and management of services and programs especially 
for the poor, disadvantaged and marginalized sectors 
ofsociety 


6. On Engaging Media in Governance 

To develop strategies and mechanisms for the active 
and effective participation of media in governance re- 
forms towards a more transparent, accountable, and par- 
ticipatory governance in the country and implementation 
of measures for sustaining media participation network 
and developing mechanisms at the national and local lev- 
els to include citizen engagement in governance, 


7. On Enhancing the Administration of Service De- 
livery 

To engage the system of government into a process 
of review, enhancement and institutionalization of re- 
forms in policies, plans, programs and systems de- 
signed to strengthen the capacity and responsiveness 
of government, especially those in the front line, in de- 
livering the much-needed efficiency and effectiveness 
in the public service delivery improvement program of 
social and economic services; and 

To ensure equity and improvement of people's quali- 
ry of life that would allow more opportunities for the 
poor and marginalized for more access to productive, 
resources and basic services of government for the real- 
ization of the MDGs, improvement of level of enjoy- 
ment of peoples’ human rights, enhancement of gender 
sensitivity in media and governance, and attainment of 
peace and development in the country. 


8. On Strengthening Governance towards Environ- 
mental Sustainability 

To develop local environmental and sound ecologi- 
cal programs in harmony with the local government's 
plans on pursuing the preservation of the quality of the 
environment though enactment of new laws and codes 
to ensure the conservation, development and explo- 
ration of natural resources based on the principles of 
sustainable development and respect for ancestral do- 
main; and 

To engage local communities in managing natural re- 
sources through the establishment of people's organiza- 
tions and networks to undertake all possible initiatives 
and measures for the protection and enrichment of the 
‘environment for use of present and future generations. 


9. On Empowering & Engaging the Basic Sectors in 
Governance 

To pursue and support the rights and gender based 
agenda for the basic sectors’ agenda and further devel- 
op the poverty reduction strategies, policies, programs, 
and mechanisms designed for the realization of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) targets on 
poverty, education, gender equality, child mortality, 
maternal health, HIV/AIDS and other diseases, envi- 
ronment, and global partnership for development; and 
to empower basic sectors for improved self-reliance 
and participation in democratic governance, to partici- 
patory governance, social equity, social capital forma- 
tion, and greater access to productive assets particular- 
ly microfinance and livelihood technology for coral un- 
Jeashing of their potentials and contributions ro achiev- 
ing better quality of life and human development. 


10. On Governance in Peace-Building and Conflict 
Prevention 

‘To develop and implement srargis and mechanisms 
that will involve participation of and unify the local com- 
munities, civil society organizations and other stakehold- 
ets working for and sustaining a peaceful community by 
urilizing various instruments and interventions on peace- 
building and conflict prevention; and 

‘To adopt an “all-out peace” policy in dealing with all 
armed political groups under the principles set in the 
International Humanitarian laws: push for the enact- 
ment of laws for the protection of internally displaced 
persons and communities in accordance with the inter- 
national standards. 

‘We, the movers of the 10 to 10 Dekada ng Reporma 
from government the civil society organizations, me- 
dia, the private sector, and the international develop- | 
ment community agree with the aforementioned 
covenant in advancing good governance, human 
rights, peace and human development in the country 
hereby affix our signature as a manifestation of our 
‘commitment to the reform movement on the occasion 
of the Human Rights Festival on this 8th day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Four, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 
NO: 2004 - 152 


‘THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2004 


TO : ALL PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS, CITY AND MUNICIPAL MAYORS, DILG REGIONAL DIRECTORS AND OTHERS CONCERNED 
SUBJECT : GUIDE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THE LOCALIZATION OF THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPENT GOALS 


1. BACKGROUND 

Tn September 2000, the United Nations General Assembly conclud- 
ed the Millennium Summit with the adoption of the Millennium Dec- 
laration renewing global commitment to peace and human rights and 
setting specific goals and targets toward reducing poverty and the 
‘worst forms of human deprivation. The Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), set within 2015, affirm and reinforce the agreements 
on the goals and targets toward eliminating extreme poverty world- 
wide, 

Along with all other countries, the Philippines committed to pursue 
all efforts to attain certain benchmarks in improving human life. 
‘These commitments are embodied in the eight key goals in the MDGs. 
Since 2000, the Philippines has sought to attain these goals through its 
medium-term development plans. The eight MDGs are: 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, 

2. Achieve universal primary education, 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women, 

4, Reduce child mortality, 

5. Improve maternal health, 

6. Combat HIVs/AIDs, malaria and other infectious deceases, 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability, and 

8, Develop a global partnership for development. 

Meeting the requirements of the MDGs will entail collaborative ef- 
forts of major stakeholders - the national and local government units 
(LGUs) as well as the private sector through related interventions 
geared toward mainstreaming the MDGs in the local development 
agenda. 

I, LOCALIZING THE MDGs 

Goals 1 t0 7 are local government unit mandates, pursuant to Sec- 
tion 16 of the Local Government Code on the promotion of public 
health and safety, enhancement of people's right to a balanced ecolo- 
gy, enhancement of economic prosperity and social justice, promotion 
of full employment among the residents, maintenance of peace and 
order and preservation of the comfort and convenience of the inhabi- 
tants, among others, MDG 8 transcends the national borders and 
refers to global partnerships for development. 

‘A.A Poverty Focused Plan and Budget 

In view of these, LGUs are encouraged to intensify efforts in the im- 
plementation of programs, projects and activities (PPAs) toward the 
achievement of the MDGs. LGUs are expected to increase their bud- 
getary allocations for basic social services responsive to MDGs. 

Below are several options to guide LGUs in responding to MDGs: 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger 

Targets:1. Reduce by 50% the number of people living in extreme 
poverty between 1990-20152. Reduce by 50% the number of popula- 
tion below the minimum level of dietary energy consumption and re- 
duce by 50% the number of underweight children (under five years 
old)3. Reduce by 50% the number of people with no access to safe 
drinking water or those who cannot afford it by 2015 - Provision of 
livelihood and employment opportunities for marginalized group 
through community enterprise and skills training.- Assist the poor 
farmers and small producers in the processing and marketing of their 
products: Provision of basic training on household food security such 
as home gardening, backyard livestock industry and inland fishing; 
and provision of support services, e.g. seeds, credit, ere.” Construc- 
tion/installation of solar dyer, multi-purpose pavement, post harvest 
facilities, food processing, rice and corn mills, warehouses- Construc- 
tion/maintenance of public access such as roads, farm to market 
roads, foot bridge/bridge: Provision of farm equipment, supplies and 
other farm inputs: Provision of safe drinking water by installing low 
cost water supply like hand-pumps, gravity fed systems, rain water 
collection, shallow/deep/artesian tube wells and constructing of in- 
frastructures for potable water system: Development/construction of 
low cost sanitation facilities like ventilated improved pit privy (VIP) 
and other latrines : Provision of basic hygiene education and training 
for households: Promotion and enforcement of food fortification law 
and ASIN Law Sustenance of supplementary feeding and "Operation 
Timbang" 

‘MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education 

Target:Achieve universal access to primary education by 2015 
Construction/rehabilitation of school facilities such as school build- 
ings with toilets and water supply, clinics, public libraries, basie sci- 
ence laboratory rooms : Construction and maintenance of access 
roads going to schools: Construction/maintenance of day care centers 
and pre-school institutions: Purchase of books, desks and other school 
equipments: Implementation of school-based nutrition programs such 
as School Milk Project, National Feeding Program, Breakfast Feeding 
Program, and Dental Health Program: Provision of day care center 
teachers/workers and instructional materials (ECCD Law): Promotion 
of Early Childhood Care Development (ECCD)/Bright Child Program 
inall day care centers: Provision of transport assistance for school chil- 
dren in geographically hard to reach areas 

Goal 3; Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 

‘Target: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary educa- 
tion, preferably by 2005, and all levels of education not later than 
2015 «Allocation of 5% LGU budget for gender and development pro- 
grams/projects/activities (PPAs) addressing MDGs - Provisions of 
livelihood for marginalized women: Establishment of Women's Desk 
Conduct of livelihood and vocational training activities for women: 
Full implementation and enforcement of laws on violence against 
women and children: Promotion of equal access of women and men to 
training and employment opportunities: Ensure participation of wom- 
en in local special bodies (LSBs) 

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality 

‘Target:Reduce children under-five mortality rate by 67% by 2015 - 
Immunization of all children against tuberculosis, diphtheria pertus- 
sis, tetanus, measles and Hepatitis B before reaching 1 year old: Provi- 
sion of one dose Vitamin A o once a year to all children 6-11 months o 
at least twice a year to all children 1-5 years old: Promotion of exclu- 
sive Breast Feeding up to 6 months and continues breast feeding up to 
2 years: Promotion of new-born screening for congenital metabolic 
disorders: Provision of iron supplements for low-birth weight infants 
and anemic children 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality (continued ...) 

+ Mandatory weighing of children 0-71 months to monitor growth 
and nutritional status according to the following schedule:p all 0-24 
months old children years old once a monthp all 0-71 months children 
‘whose weights are below normal once a monthb all 25-71 months old 
children quarterlyp all 0-71 months old children twice a year Suste- 
nance of supplementary feeding programs and "Operation Tim- 
bang'/growth monitoring (i.e. weighing scales, weight-for-age table, 
ECCD card): Promotion of complementary feeding of lugaw and other 
nutritious food (GO, GROW and GLOW foods) forall children starting 
6 mos, ald « Provision of de-worming drugs among 2-5 years old chil- 
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dren twice a year: Implementation of Integrated Management of 
Childhood Illness (IMC) in all health facilities and provision of essen- 
tial drugs for IMCI- Provision of training for parents on food produc- 
tion, food preparation, food fortification and basic nutrition, and 
proper care for children - Provision of infrastructure facilities such as 
health centers, day care centers, primary/secondary health care cen- 
ters 

Goal 5: Improved Women's Reproductive Health 

‘Targets: 1. Reduce maternal mortality rate by 75% by 20152. In- 
crease access to reproductive health services to'6096 by 2005, 80% by 
2010 & 10096 by 2015 - Conduet of advocacy and other related ser- 
Vices on the following reproductive health (RH) elements: Ø Family 
Planning (FP)q All method including voluntary sterilization service 
(VSS) be made available to all men and women of reproductive ageq 
Establishment of functional Community Based Management Informa- 
tion System (CBMIS) for family planning and other RH servicesq Pro- 
vision of family planning education, counseling, services including 
‘VSS and contraceptives for both men and women of reproductive age 
q Ensure adequate supply of contraceptive commodity for current 
users and new acceptorsq Resolution on the adoption and implemen- 
tation of Contraceptive Self Reliance (CSR) on Family Planningq Pro- 
motion of and education on shared parenting responsibilities Mater- 
nal Child Health and Nutritiong Provision of comprehensive pre-na- 
tal, natal and post-natal care for all pregnant womenq Provision of 
iron tablets and vitamin A capsules for pregnant and lactating mothers 
q Establishment/upgrading primary hospitals, maternal clinics and 
other health facilities to provide obstetric careq Increase access to ba- 
sic and comprehensive emergency obstetric careq Promotion of facili- 
ty based delivery among pregnant womenq Supplemental feeding for 
malnourished pregnant womenG Violence Against Women and Chil- 
dren (VAWC)q Provision of medical, legal, psychological services to 
victim-survivorsq Protection and re-integration of victims-survivors of 
violence against women and childreng Ensure the participation of the 
‘community in preventing VAWC and protection of VAWC victim-sur- 
vvivorsq Provision of counseling services to perpetrators of VAWCD 
Men's Reproductive Healthq Increase male involvement in reproduc- 
tive health activities Adolescent Reproductive Health (ARH)q Mas- 
sive education on fertility, responsible sexuality and healthy develop- 
‘ment including healthy lifestyle through formal education or outreach 
activity for young peopleq Educate parents on fertility, sexuality and 
RH and mobilize them for the provision of information to young peo- 
pleq Provision of health services and counseling Education and 
Counselling on Sexuality and Sexual Educationg Conduct of fertility 
awareness campaign and responsible parenthood® Prevention and 
‘Treatment of Reproductive Tract Infections (RTIs)/STD/HIV/AIDSO 
Breast and Reproductive Tract Cancersq Provision of breast and can- 
cer prevention and treatment services (e.g. acetic acid wash, 
papsmear, screening, referral) in selected RHU facilities Prevention 
and Management of Abortion and its Complicationsq Counseling ser- 
vices incorporated in Family Planning: Development of capabilities of 
health workers in the areas of maternal care, childbirth, family plan- 
ning PMAC, VAWC, ARH and other health care services 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDs, Malaria and Other Diseases 

‘Targets:1. Prevent the spread and halt HIV/AIDs by 20152. Reduce 
the incidence of malaria and other major infectious diseases and halt 
by 2015 - Massive information campaign/social mobilization on val- 
ues-based sexuality education, AIDS/dangers of AIDS, how to prevent 
AIDS- Promotion and provision of AlDs prevention services such as 
counseling, and STI/HIV/AIDs management in health facilities - Es- 
tablishment of behavioral-surveillance system on STI/HIV/AIDs in- 
fected persons: Procurement of drugs and other logistic support for 
ST/HIV/AIDS, malaria, TB and other diseases: Provide necessary 
health services and treatment for the vulnerable groups against 
STI/HIV/AIDs, malaria, TB and other diseases: Establishment and 
strengthening of "TB Network’: Implementation of comprehensive 
cleanliness program such de-clogging and maintenance of canals, etc. 
Encourage full support of private sector especially owners of 
bars/nightclubs/hotels and other related establishments to partici- 
pate in education and awareness of sex workers 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 

Targets:1. Implement national strategies for sustainable develop- 
ment by 2005 and to reverse loss of environmental resources by 
20152. Achieve a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 
million slum dwellers - Rehabilitate, protect and maintain community 
watershed areas in collaboration with other agencies: Enforcement of 
forest laws, rules and regulations in community watershed communal 
forest and other devolved areas: Implementation of devolved commu- 
nity-based forestry management project which includes integrated so- 
cial forestry in communal forest: Establishment of parks, greenbelt 
and other similar forest development projects: Protection of Integrat- 
ed Protected Area System - Formulation/implementation of 10-year 
Solid Waste Management Plan" Establishment of Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRF) in every barangay or cluster of barangays: Encourage 
private sector participation to:9 initiate, participate, and invest in 
ecological solid waste management projects manufacture environ- 
ment friendly products undertake community activities to promote 
effective solid waste management Closure and/or conversion of open 
dumpsite into controlled dumpsite, and eventual establishment of 
sanitary land fill- Massive info campaign on solid waste management- 
Formulation/implementation of comprehensive land use plans 
(CLUPs) and enforcement of zoning ordinances (Z0s): Provision of 
sites for socialized housing purposes: Conduct of inventory for benefi- 
ciaries of socialized housing projects Provide livelihood facilities and 
initiate community organizing activities in relocation sites - Imple- 
ment "Gawad Kalinga” type and other housing projects 

B. LOCAL POVERTY DIAGNOSIS AND MONITORING 

In order to determine the appropriate interventions and to focus 
target beneficiary, it is important to know the nature and extent of 
poverty in a particular locality. Local government units may use exist- 
ing information that can be generated from the following monitoring 
instruments such as: 

1. Local Government Performance Measurement System (LGPMS), 

2. Minimum Basic Needs-Community Based Poverty Indicator Sys- 
tem (MBN-CBIS), and Community Based Poverty Indicator and Moni- 
toring System (MBN-CBPIMS), 

3. Integrated Rural Accessibility Planning (IRAP), 

4, Community-Based Monitoring System (CBMS), and 

S. other local monitoring tools 

LGUs may also diagnose their situation using the Core Local Poverty 
Indicators Monitoring System (CLPIMS). These are the set of carefully 
selected human development and income-based indicators dedicated 
to diagnose and monitor poverty situation which was adopted during 
the 7th En Bane Meeting of the National Anti-Poverty Commission 
through En Banc Resolution No, 7. and disseminated at the local levels 
through DILG Memorandum Circular 2003-92 on April 2003. An addi- 
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tional indicator on maternal health was included to harmonize the 
CLPl with the MDGs. 

Below are the (13 CLP! +1) indicators that may be used to assess 
LGU situation and gather baseline information to institute measures 
to help meet the country's MDGs by 2015: 

‘MDG Core Local Poverty Indicators (CLPIs) 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger - Proportion of 
households with income less than the poverty threshold 

ng PrPortion of households with income less than the food thresh- 
ol 

- Proportion of persons aged 15 years old and above who are not 
working but are actively seeking work 

+ Proportion of children 0-5 years old who are moderately and 
PA ES EEE and below normal-very 

low! 

+ Proportion of households who eat less than three full meals a day 

Proportion of household members victimized by crime 

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education - Proportion of 6-12 
year-old children who are not in elementary school 

+ Proportion of 13-16 year-olds who are not in secondary school 

Goal 3: Promote gender equality (can be generated from indicators 
Goal 2 since data are gender disaggregated) 

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality - Proportion of children under five 
years old who died 

Goal 5: Improve maternal health : Proportion of women who died 
ue to pregnancy related causes 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other infectious diseases - 
Proportion of households without access to safe water 

- Proportion of households without sanitary toilets 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability - Proportion of house- 
holds who are squatters 

Proportion of households with makeshift housing 

C. IMPROVED SERVICE DELIVERY THROUGH REPLICATION OF 
GOOD PRACTICES RESPONSIVE TO MDGs 

A number of LGUs have already demonstrated good local gover- 
nance practices specifically in trying to address MDG concerns. These 
LGUs use their innovative and indigenous mechanisms to provide ba- 
sic social services. 

Tn view of this, LGUs are encouraged to replicate the exemplary 
practices of other LGUs with good practices in responding to the needs 
of the local communities and in response to the millennium develop- 
ment goals. 

Il. RESPONSIBILITIES OF DILG 

The Bureau of Local Government Development (BLGD) and DILG 
Regional Offices are directed to spearhead the advocacy of the local- 
ization of the MDGs, and institute tools and mechanisms for the local- 
ization and monitoring of LGU responses. 

The DILG Regional and Provincial Offices shall spearhead the advo- 
cacy on the MDG at the local government units within their respective 
Jurisdictions, and provide the necessary assistance on the implemen- 
tation of this Circular. 

DILG Regional Offices are also directed to update the Office of the 
SILG, through the BLGD on the status of the localization of MDG and 
LGU compliance to this Circular. 

For the guidance and compliance ofall concerned 

ANGELOT. REYES 

Secretary 
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1. BACKGROUND 

Tn September 2000, the United Nations General Assembly conclud- 
ed the Millennium Summit with the adoption of the Millennium Dec- 
Jaration renewing global commitment to peace and human rights and 
setting specific goals and targets toward reducing poverty and the 
worst forms of human deprivation. The Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), set within 2015, affirm and reinforce the agreements 

the goals and targets toward eliminating extreme poverty world- 
wide. 

‘Along with all other countries, the Philippines committed to pursue 
all efforts to attain certain benchmarks in improving human life. 
These commitments are embodied in the eight key goals in the MDGs. 
‘Since 2000, the Philippines has sought to attain these goals through its 
medium-term development plans. The eight MDGs are: 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, 

2. Achieve universal primary education, 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women, 

4, Reduce child mortality, 

5. Improve maternal health, 

6. Combat HiVs/AIDs, malaria and other infectious deceases, 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability, and 

8. Develop a global parmership for development. 

Meeting the requirements of the MDGs will entail collaborative ef- 
forts of major stakeholders - the national and local government units 
(LGUs) as well as the private sector through related interventions 
geared toward mainstreaming the MDGs in the local development 
agenda, 

Tl, LOCALIZING THE MDGs 

Goals 1 to 7 are local government unit mandates, pursuant to Sec- 
tion 16 of the Local Government Code on the promotion of public 
health and safety, enhancement of people's right to a balanced ecolo- 
gy, enhancement of economic prosperity and social justice, promotion 
of full employment among the residents, maintenance of peace and 
order and preservation of the comfort and convenience of the inhabi- 
tants, among others. MDG 8 transcends the national borders and 
refers to global parmerships for development. 

A. A Poverty Focused Plan and Budget 

Tn view of these, LGUs are encouraged ro intensify efforts in the im- 
plementation of programs, projects and activities (PPAs) toward the 
achievement of the MDGs. LGUs are expected to increase their bud- 
getary allocations for basic social services responsive to MDGs. 

Below are several options to guide LGUs in responding to MDGs: 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger 

‘Targets:1. Reduce by 5096 the number of people living in extreme 
poverty between 1990-20152. Reduce by 50% the number of popula- 
tion below the minimum level of dietary energy consumption and re- 
duce by 50% the number of underweight children (under five years 
old)3. Reduce by 50% the number of people with no access to safe 
drinking water or those who cannot afford it by 2015 - Provision of 
livelihood and employment opportunities for marginalized group 
through community enterprise and skills training.- Assist the poor 
farmers and small producers in the processing and marketing of their 
products: Provision of basic training on household food security such 
as home gardening, backyard livestock industry and inland fishing: 
‘and provision of support services, e.g. seeds, credit, etc.~ Construc- 
tion/installacion of solar dyer, multi-purpose pavement, post harvest 
facilities, food processing, rice and corn mills, warehouses: Construc: 
tion/maintenance of public access such as roads, farm to market 
roads, foot bridge/bridge: Provision of farm equipment, supplies and 
other farm inputs: Provision of safe drinking water by installing low 
cost water supply like hand-pumps, gravity fed systems, rain water 
collection, shallow/deep/artesian tube wells and constructing of in- 
frastructures for potable water system: Development/construction of 
low cost sanitation facilities like ventilated improved pit privy (VIP) 
and other latrines - Provision of basic hygiene education and training 
for households: Promotion and enforcement of food fortification law 
and ASIN Law - Sustenance of supplementary feeding and "Operation 
Timbang" 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education 

TargetAchieve universal access to primary education by 2015 
Construction/rehabilitation of schoo! facilities such as school build- 
ings with toilets and water supply, clinics, public libraries, basic sci- 
ence laboratory rooms - Construction and maintenance of access 
roads going to schools: Construction/maintenance of day care centers 
and pre-school institutions: Purchase of books, desks and other school 
equipments: Implementation of school-based nutrition programs such 
as School Milk Project, National Feeding Program, Breakfast Feeding 
Program, and Dental Health Program- Provision of day care center 
teachers/workers and instructional materials (ECCD Law)- Promotion 
of Early Childhood Care Development (ECCD)/Bright Child Program 
in al day care centers: Provision of transport assistance for school chil- 
dren in geographically hard to reach areas 

Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 

‘Target: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary educa- 
tion, preferably by 2005, and all levels of education not later than 
2015: Allocation of 5% LGU budget for gender and development pro- 
grams/projects/activities (PPAs) addressing MDGs - Provisions of 
livelihood for marginalized women: Establishment of Women’s Desk- 
Conduct of livelihood and vocational training activities for women" 
Full implementation and enforcement of laws on violence against 
women and children: Promotion of equal access of women and men to 
training and employment opportunities: Ensure participation of wom- 
en in local special bodies (LSBs) 

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality 

‘Target:Reduce children under-five morality rate by 67% by 2015 - 
Immunization of all children against tuberculosis, diphtheria pertus- 
sis, tetanus, measles and Hepatitis B before reaching 1 year old: Provi- 
sion of one dose Vitamin A o once a year to all children 6-11 months 0 
at least twice a year to all children 1-5 years old- Promotion of exclu- 
sive Breast Feeding up to 6 months and continues breast feeding up to 
2 years: Promotion of new-born screening for congenital metabolic 
disorders: Provision of iron supplements for low-birth weight infants 
and anemie children 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality (continued ...) 

" Mandatory weighing of children 0-71 months to monitor growth 
and nutritional status according to the following schedule:p all 0-24 
months old children years old once a monthpall 0-71 months children 
whose weights are below normal once a monthp all 25-71 months old 
children quarterlyp all 0-71 months old children twice a year Suste- 
nance of supplementary feeding programs and "Operation Tim- 
bang'/growth monitoring (i.e. weighing scales, weight-for-age table, 
CCD card): Promotion of complementary feeding of lugaw and other 
nutritious food (GO, GROW and GLOW foods) forall children starting 
6 mos. old Provision of de-worming drugs among 2-5 years old chil- 


dren twice a year- Implementation of Integrated Management of 
Childhood Iliness (IMC) in all health facilities and provision of essen- 
tial drugs for IMGI- Provision of training for parents on food produc- 
tion, food preparation, food fortification and basic nutrition, and 
proper care for children - Provision of infrastructure facilities such as 
health centers, day care centers, primary/secondary health care cen- 
ters 

Goal 5: Improved Women's Reproductive Health 

Targets: 1. Reduce maternal mortality rate by 75% by 20152. In- 
crease access to reproductive health services to 6096 by 2005, 80% by 
2010 & 100% by 2015 - Conduct of advocacy and other related ser- 
vices on the following reproductive health (RH) elements: Ø Family 
Planning (FP)q All method including voluntary sterilization service 
(VSS) be made available to all men and women of reproductive ageq 
Establishment of functional Community Based Management Informa- 
tion System (CBMIS) for family planning and other RH servicesq Pro- 
vision of family planning education, counseling, services including 
VSS and contraceptives for both men and women of reproductive age 
q Ensure adequate supply of contraceptive commodity for current 
users and new acceptorsq Resolution on the adoption and implemen- 
tation of Contraceptive Self Reliance (CSR) on Family Planning Pro- 
motion of and education on shared parenting responsibilities ® Mater- 
nal Child Health and Nutritiong Provision of compreliensive pre-na- 
tal, natal and post-natal care for all pregnant womeng Provision of 
iron tablets and vitamin A capsules for pregnant and lactating mothers 
q Establishment/upgrading primary hospitals, maternal clinics and 
other health facilities to provide obstetric careq Increase access to ba- 
sic and comprehensive emergency obstetric careq Promotion of facili- 
ty based delivery among pregnant womeng Supplemental feeding for 
malnourished pregnant women® Violence Against Women and Chil- 
dren (VAWC)q Provision of medical, legal, psychological services to 
victim-survivorsq Protection and re-integration of victims survivors of 
violence against women and childreng Ensure the participation of the 
community in preventing VAWC and protection of VAWC victim-sur- 
vivorsq Provision of counseling services to perpetrators of VAWC 

Reproductive Healthq Increase male involvement in reproduc- 
ath activities@ Adolescent Reproductive Health (ARH)q Mas- 

sive education on fertility, responsible sexuality and healthy develop- 
ment including healthy lifestyle through formal education or outreach 
activity for young peopleq Educate parents on fertility, sexuality and 
RH and mobilize them for the provision of information ro young peo- 
pleq Provision of health services and counseling® Education and 
Counselling on Sexuality and Sexual Educationg Conduct of fertility 
awareness campaign and responsible parenthood@ Prevention and 
Treatment of Reproductive Tract infections (RTIs)/STD/HIV/AIDSO 
Breast and Reproductive Tract Cancersq Provision of breast and can- 
cer prevention and treatment services (e.g. acetic acid wash, 
papsmear, screening, referral) in selected RHU facilitiesO Prevention 
and Management of Abortion and its Complicationsg Counseling ser- 
vices incorporated in Family Planning- Development of capabilities of 
health workers in the areas of maternal care, childbirth, family plan- 
ning PMAC, VAWC, ARH and other health care services 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDs, Malaria and Other Diseases 

‘Targets:1. Prevent the spread and halt HIV/AIDs by 20152. Reduce 
the incidence of malaria and other major infectious diseases and halt 
by 2015 - Massive information campaign/social mobilization on val- 
ues-based sexuality education, AIDS/dangers of AIDS, how to prevent 
AIDS Promotion and provision of AlDs prevention services such as 
counseling, and STI/HIV/AIDs management in health facilities 
tablishment of behavioral-surveillance system on STI/HIV/AIDs in- 
fected persons- Procurement of drugs and other logistic support for 
STI/HIN/AIDS, malaria, TB and other diseases- Provide necessary 
health services and treatment for the vulnerable groups against 
STI/HIV/AIDs, malario, TB and other diseases: Establishment and 
strengthening of “TB Nerwork” Implementation of comprehensive 
cleanliness program such de-clogging and maintenance of canals, etc. 
Encourage full support of private sector especially owners of 
bars/nightclubs/hotels and other related establishments to partici- 
pate in education and awareness of sex workers 

MDGs and Targets LGU Options to Address MDGs 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 

‘Targets:1. Implement national strategies for sustainable develop- 
ment by 2005 and to reverse loss of environmental resources by 
20152. Achieve a significant improvement in the lives of at east 100 
million slum dwellers - Rehabilitate, protect and maintain community 
watershed areas in collaboration with other agencies: Enforcement of 
forest laws, rules and regulations in community watershed communal 
forest and other devolved areas: Implementation of devolved commu- 
nity-based forestry management project which includes integrated so- 
cial forestry in communal forest: Establishment of parks, greenbelt 
and other similar forest development projects: Protection of integrat- 
ed Protected Area System - Formulation/implementation of 10-year 
Solid Waste Management Plan- Establishment of Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRF) in every barangay or cluster of barangays- Encourage 
private sector participation to:@ initiate, participate, and invest in 
ecological solid waste management projects manufacture environ- 
ment friendly products undertake community activities to promote 
effective solid waste management: Closure and/or conversion of open 
dumpsite into controlled dumpsite, and eventual establishment of 
sanitary land fill: Massive info campaign on solid waste management 
Formulation/implementation of comprehensive land use plans 
(CLUPs) and enforcement of zoning ordinances (Z0s)- Provision of 
sites for socialized housing purposes: Conduct of inventory for benefi- 
ciaries of socialized housing projects - Provide livelihood facilities and 
initiate community organizing activities in relocation sites - Imple- 
ment "Gawad Kalinga” type and other housing projects 

B. LOCAL POVERTY DIAGNOSIS AND MONITORING 

In order to determine the appropriate interventions and to focus 
target beneficiary, it is important to know the nature and extent of 
poverty in a particular locality. Local government units may use exist- 
ing information that can be generated from the following monitoring 
instruments such as: 

1. Local Government Performance Measurement System (LGPMS), 

2. Minimum Basic Needs-Community Based Poverty Indicator Sys- 
tem (MBN-CBIS), and Community Based Poverty Indicator and Moni- 
toring System (MBN-CBPIMS), 

3. Integrated Rural Accessibility Planning (IRAP), 

4. Community-Based Monitoring System (CBMS), and 

5. other local monitoring tools 

LGUs may also diagnose their situation using the Core Local Poverty 
Indicators Monitoring System (CLPIMS). These are the set of carefully 
selected human development and income-based indicators dedicated 
to diagnose and monitor poverty situation which was adopted during 
the 7th En Banc Meeting of the National Anti-Poverty Commission 
through En Banc Resolution No. 7. and disseminated at the local levels 
through DILG Memorandum Circular 2003-92.0n April 2003. An addi- 
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tional indicator on maternal health was included to harmonize the 
CLPI with the MDGs. 

Below are the (13 CLPI +1) indicators that may be used to assess 
LGU situation and gather baseline information to institute measures 
to help meet the country’s MDGs by 2015: 

MDG Core Local Poverty Indicators (CLPIs) 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger - 
households with income less than the poverty threshold 

n4 proportion of households wit Income les than the food thresh 
ol 
+ Proportion of persons aged 15 years old and above who are not 
working butare actively seeking work 
Proportion of children 0-5 years old who are moderately and 
severely underweight (below normal-low and below normalvery 
iow) 
Proportion of households who eat less than three full meals a day 
Proportion of household members victimized by crime 

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education - Proportion of 6-12 
year-old children who are not in elementary schoo! 

Proportion of 13-16 year-olds who are not in secondary school 

Goal 3: Promote gender equality (can be generated from indicators 
Goal 2 since data are gender disaggregated) 

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality : Proportion of children under five 
years old who died 

Goal 5: Improve maternal health - Proportion of women who died 
dueto pregnancy related causes 

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other infectious diseases - 
Proportion of households without access to safe water 

- Proportion of households without sanitary toilets 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability « Proportion of house- 
holds who are squatters 

Proportion of households with makeshift housing 

C. IMPROVED SERVICE DELIVERY THROUGH REPLICATION OF 
GOOD PRACTICES RESPONSIVE TO MDGs 

A number of LGUs have already demonstrated good local gover- 
nance practices specifically in trying to address MDG concerns. These 
LGUs use their innovative and indigenous mechanisms to provide ba- 
sicsocial services. 

in view of this, LGUs are encouraged to replicate the exemplary 
practices of other LGUs with good practices in responding to the needs 
of the local communities and in response to the millennium develop- 
ment goals. 

Ul, RESPONSIBILITIES OF DILG 

The Bureau of Local Government Development (BLGD) and DILG 
Regional Offices are directed to spearhead the advocacy of the local- 
ization of the MDGs, and institute tools and mechanisms for the local- 
izationand monitoring of LGU responses. 

The DILG Regional and Provincial Offices shall spearhead the advo- 
cacy on the MDG ar the local government units within their respective 
Jurisdictions, and provide the necessary assistance on the implemen- 
tation of this Circular. 

DILG Regional Offices are also directed to update the Office of the 
SILG, through the BLGD on the status of the localization of MDG and 
LGU compliance to this Circular. 

Forthe guidance and compliance of all concerned 

ANGELOT. REYES 

Secretary 
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Juice (DO, Sandiganbayan (Graft 
Cour), Office of the Ombudsman 
(OMB), Philippine National Police 

(PNP), National Police Commission 
(Napolcom), Bureau of Jails Manage- 
men and Penology (MP), National Bu- 
tenu of investigation (NBI), Publie Anor- 
mes Office (PAD), Office of the Solctor 
General, Ateratve Law Groups (ALG), 
Bureau of Corretion BuCor), Develop- 
ment Academy of the Philippines (DAP), 
National Comm. on Rale of the Filipino 
Women (NCRPW), Deparment of imeri- 
or and Local Governments (DILG), Local 
Govemment Suppor Program 
(LasP)Lzagu of Provinces of the Philip- 
pines (LPP), League of Cities of the 
Philippines (LCP), League of Municipal 
ties of the Philippines (LMP), Liga ng 
mga Barangay (8), Union of Local At- 
thors of the Philippines (Ulap), Local 
Government Academy (LGA), Local Gov- 
emance Policy Forum (LGF), Local Gov- 
cermance Ctizens' Network (LGC), 
Task Force Panicipmory Local Gover- 
‘nance (PLO), Philippine Urban Forum 
(PUP, Logo TH PALNet, Galing Pook 
Foundation, Nidora Comm. on Rol of 
the Flipino Women (NCRPW), Haribon 
Foundation UP National College of Publie 
‘Adminisaton and Governance (NC- 
PAG), La Salle Insitute of Governance 
(E810), Barangay Dayan Governance 
Consortium. 
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tems Philippines Inc (inam), UP Third 
‘Word Studies Center (URTWSC), Medi- 
cal Action Group (MAG), Cemer for Asin 
Pacific Women in Politics (Capwip), Fir 
“Trade Alliance (FTA), Global Working 
Compact Group (GC-WG), La Salle Insti- 
tute of Governance (LSIG), Department 
of Budget and Management (DBM), Civil 
Service Commission (CSC), UP National 
College of Public Administration and 
Govemance (NCPAG), Association of 
‘Schools for Public Administration in the 
Philippines (Aspap), Ateneo School of 
Government (ASG), ` Development 
‘Academy of the Philippines (DAP, 
Philippine Marketing Association (PMA), 
Caucus of Development NGOS (Code- 
NGO), Philippine Government Employ- 
ees Association (PGEA), Philippine Mar- 
keting Association (PMA), Polytechnic 
University of the Philippines (PUP) 


Media in governance cluster 

Conner for Community Journalism and 
Dev (CCID), Phil Cemer for Investigative 
Journ (PCU), Kapisanan ng Mga 
Brodkaster ng Plipinas (KBP), Philippine 
tafermacon Agency (PIA), Philippine 
Pres Isioue (PPD, OFW Journalism 
‘Consortium, Center for Media, Freedom 
and Responsibly (CMR), Asin Insti- 
tute of Journalism and Communication 
IAUC), Toundaon for Media Ahematives 
(FMA), Friedrich Naumaon Foundation 
(PNP), National Union of Joumalisis of 
‘the Philippines (NULP), Mindanao News 
and Information Cooperative Cener Ate- 
neode Davno, Mindanao Instituts of Joor- 
‘lian, Forum of Reporters for Empower- 
rent and Equnly The Visayas Examiner, 
Univers of San Agustin, Bandito ag 
Palawan, Pawan Communiy Media 
Council, PBN Bonding Network, OPW 
Joumolem Consonium, Samar kund 
Publie Journalis Group, Parts in TEC 
and Advocacy for Development, nc. 


Human righs and gender cluster publie 
administration roforr cluster 
Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR), National Comm, oa Role of the 
‘Filipino Wosnen (NCRFW), Phil Associa- 
Hon of Numan Righus Advocates (Pahr), 
„Task Force Detainees of the Philippines 
(TEP), Contr for Community Joumal- 
ism and Dex. (CCID), Philippine Infor- 
malon Ageocy (PIA), Imegrotive 
Medicine for Alternative Healthcare Sys- 
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tion program, integration and automation of nation- 
wide crime reporting system, formulation of legisla- 
tive reforms affecting the criminal use system by 

g some provisions of the charters of the 
agencies concerned. 

Specific to the Prosecution Pillar, the Department 
of Justice, National Prosecution Service of DOJ, and 
the Office of the Ombudsman resolved, among oth- 
es, the enhancement of the prosecutors’ knowledge 
on new laws specially for the vulnerable sectors, 
have a continuing dialogue between the pillar and 
the community, strengthening the task force on 
women and children, implement continuing legal 
education specifically on laws on women, human 
ahs gender sensitivity and the rightsbased ap- 
proach, 

‘The Court Pillar consisting of Supreme Court, 
Court of Appeals, Court of Tax Appeals, Sandigan- 
bayan, Ist and 2nd Level Courts resolved to further 
develop their ongoing judicial reform focused on es- 
tablishing more effective, efficient, and inexpensive 
delivery of justice; more avenues and venues for 
knowledge and information sharing about best prac- 
tices in te court pillar; and reinvent and re-engineer 
their attitudes by taking a closer look at the needs of 
the public which they serve. 

‘Also, the Correction Pillar composed of Bureau of 
Corrections, Bureau of Jail Management and Penolo- 
gy, Local Provincial Government Units, Municipal 
Detention Centers, Parole and Probation Administra: 
tion, and Board of Pardons and Parole identified 
some initiatives such as the institutional advocacy of 
rehabilitation as against the perception on punitive 
approach, formulation of correctional standards in 
the treament of all prisoners rom municipal, city 
district, provincial and national correction facilities, 
improving cooperation programs and linkages with 
institutions involved in the correction pillar advoca- 
cy of the agenda for rendering of community service 
in liew of incarceration and adoption of management 
information system among agencies 

‘On the part of the Community Pillar composed of 
Public Atomeys Office, Alternative Law Groups, 
Department of Social Welfare and Development, 
Commission on Human Rights, Academe, Religious 
and Civic Organizations, Legislative Agencies, and 
Basic Sectors proposed on the enhancement of the 
access to justice by the poor through the strengthen- 
ing of network among civil society organizations, 
private sector and the government, educating media 
‘on proper decorum in the handling of sensitive cases 
that is gender and rights-based, reactivation of the 
National Crime Information System and institution- 
alization of gender sensitivity training. 


Anti-Corruption: Graft and Corruption - Free So- 
ciety, Making it Possible! 


In our advocacy of Grafi-and-Corruption-Free So- 
‘ciety: Making it Possiblel, the members of the Anti- 
Corruption Cluster consisting of the Office of the 
‘Ombudsman (OMB), Commission on Audit (COA), 
Civil Service Commission (CSC), Career Executive 
Service Board (CESB), Department of Budget and 
Management (DBM), Presidential Anti-Graft Com- 
mission (PAGC), Transparency and Accountability 
Network (TAN), Business for Integrity and Stability 
of Our Nation Foundation Inc (Bisyon 2020), Philip- 
pine Business for Social Progress (PBSP), Develop- 
ment Academy of the Philippines (DAP) and other 
multi-sectoral groups initiated several moves to ad- 
vance good governance practices within the bureau- 
cracy. All sectors were engaged to win the fight 
against corruption along the three pillars of action 
on 1) detection, vigilance, investigation, and prose- 
cution; 2) prevention, education and information; 
and 3) the role of professionals and business groups. 
"To further combat graft and corruption, all multi- 
stakeholders pledged to institutionalize and imple- 
ment the three pillars of action, together with the 
2020 Agenda and 2020 Commitments that empow- 
ers the citizenry through strengthening the partner- 
ship between professionals, and business groups 
with government and anti-corruption bodies in en- 


forcement of laws and regulations to eliminate dis- 
cretion in bureaucratic decision-making, cut-down 
bureaucratic requirements in obtaining permits and 
approvals, and ensure transparency and account- 
ability in all government private sector transactions. 
‘This advocacy also had a comprehensive and in- 
depth analysis of current anti-graft and corruption 
laws, and the government agencies enforcing such 
laws with the view of strengthening anti-corruption 
efforts of the government through the following: im- 
prove the system without requiring legislative ac- 
tions, improve the system through optimizing use of 
government resources already available and propose 
necessary legislative measures. 


Local Governance Reform: Scaling up the Galns in 
Local Governance 

In our advocacy of Sealing up the Gains in Local 
Governance, the Local Governance Reform Cluster 
consisting of the Department of Interior and Local 
Government-Local Government Academy (DILG- 
LGA), Philippines-Canada Local Government Sup- 
port Program (LGSP), League of Provinces of the 
Philippines (LPP), League of Cities ofthe Philippines 
(LCP), League of Municipalities of the Philippines 
(LM), Liga ng mga Barangay (LnB), Union of Local 
Authorities of the Philippines (Ulap), Local Gover 
nance Policy Forum (LGPP), Local Governance Cit 
zens’ Network (LGC-Net), Task Force Participatory 
Local Governance (TE-PLG), Philippine Urban Po- 
rum (PUF), Logo Tri Phil-Net, Galing Pook Founda- 
tion, National Commission on Role of the Filipino 
Women (NCRFW), Haribon Foundation, UP Nation- 
al College of Public Administration and Governance 
(UPNCPAG), La Salle Institute of Governance 
(LSIG), and Barangay Bayan Governance Consor- 
tium showcased exemplary practices of participating 
local government units (LGUs) and the innovative 
strategies and tested approaches that were imple- 
memed in these communities in promoting good 
governance and pursuing sustainable development. 
in addition, this advocacy promoted human rights 
and gender-responsive agenda and initiatives as val- 
ued elements of good governance such as utilizing 
the GeRL Ka BA Tool as the Gender responsive LGUs 
assessment tools, facilitating the re-alfirmation of 
the women local officials’ commitments in impie- 
menting the Manila Declaration on Gender-Respon- 
sive Governance, and assessing the indigenous 
Knowledge Systems (IKSP3) and its relevance to the 
practices in local governance. Hence, in keeping 


with the theme of the campaign, the DILG issued a 
circular on localization of the Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals containing specific guidelines to the 
LGUs on how to implement the eight (8) MDGs in 
their respective localities. 


Human Rights, Gender and MDGs: 
People's Rights First i the Realization of MDGs 


‘The next retrospection will unfold the advocacies 
made by the Right to Development Cluster on Peo- 
ple’ Rights First in the Realization of MDGs. The 
Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines to- 
gether with the National Commission of the Role of 
Filipino Women (NCRFW), Philippine Information 
Agency (PIA), Task Force Detainees of the Philip- 
pines (TFDP), Philippine Alliance of Human Rights 
‘Advocates (Pahra), Medical Action Group (MAG), 
Integrative Medicine for Alternative Healthcare Sys- 
tems Philippines, Inc. (nam), Center for Asia Pacific 
‘Women in Politics (Capwip), UP Third World Studies 
Center (UP-TWSC), Fair Trade Alliance (FTA), Global 
Working Compact Group (GC-WG), Center for Com- 
munity Journalism and Development (CCID), and 
LaSalle Institute of Governance (LSIG) led the advo- 
cacies for the promotion and protection of human. 
rights especially for children, women and internally 
displaced persons. Through good governance as a 
human right, MDGs connected the strong link be- 
tween human rights and development; and advocat- 
ed the rights-based approach in the planning, pro- 
gramming, and fiscal allocation in the government 


to achieve its targets on MDGs. This advocacy also 
aimed to increase the level of awareness among re- 
gional and local agencies and equip them with 
Knowledge on how to mainstream human rights in 
their programs and plans at the local level through 
Memoranda of Agreement with GO and NGO Part- 
ners; increase the level of awareness around gender 
based violence and all other forms of discrimination 
against women perpetuated in the private or public 
sphere as a human rights abuse among the local 
communities, and addressed the lack of relevant in- 
formation and data needed to formulate policies and 
programs that will tackle specific issues or problems 
of rural women. Further food and health indicators 
were enhanced for the protection of right to health, 
taking into consideration the concept of rights-based 
approach and the normative content of rights. 


Media Reforms: Engaging Media in Governance 

In our advocacy of Engaging Media in Gover- 
nance Reforms, the Cluster on Media in Governance 
led by the Center for Community Journalism and De- 
velopment (CCID) assessed how media practitioners 
can take part in governance and in the pursuit of 
‘governance reforms; develop a framework for media 
‘engagementin governance reforms and have a deep- 
er understanding of the state of governance and the 
state of media in the local level and to redefine the 


participative media-multisector roles in gover- , 


nance. The media institutions that worked on this 
initiatives include the Philippine Information Agen- 
cy PIA), Philippine Center for Investigative Journal- 
ism (PCL), Asian Institute of Journalism and Com- 
‘munication (AJC), Foundation for Media Alterna- 
tives (FMA), Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF), 
Center for Media, Freedom and Responsibility (CM- 
FR), Kapisanan ng mga Broadkaster ng Pilipinas 
(KBP), Philippine Press Institute (PPD, Mindanao 
News and Information Cooperative Center, Ateneo 
de Davao, National Union of Joumalists of the 
Philippines (NWP), Mindanao Institute of Journal- 
ism, Forum of Reporters for Empowerment and 
Equality, The Visayas Examiner, University of San 
‘Agustin, Bandillo ng Palawan, Palawan Community 
Media Council, PBN Broadcasting Network, OFW 
Journalism Consortium, Samar Island Public Jou 
nalists Group and the Partners in IEC and Advoacy 
for Development Inc, among others. During the na- 
tional and local consultations, other initiatives were 
identified such as examination of behavior, atitudes, 
and performance of media community in the last 
elections in relation with ethical and professional 
standards and how this affect the framing of elec- 
toral, political, and governance stories; and provided 
local level perspective and integrated findings with 
previous studies done on national media perfor- 
mance. This advocacy produced specific outputs on 
{governance stores that would be used as reportage 
models for other journalists; targeted to be pub- 
lished or aired before December 10 and then later 
compiled into a book that will serve as manual for 
Journalists; produced one-hour TV documentary on 
Journalists killings using a governance and human 
Tights frame; strengthened network of media in gov- 
emance (through e-groups, regular fora, alliance 
building both local and regional), and crafted rec- 
‘ommendations for the national forum on media gov- 
‘emance, media in governance. 


Public Administration Reforms: 
Enhancing the Administration of Service Delivery 
Jn our advocacy of Enhancing the Administration 

of Service Delivery, the Public Administration Re- 

form Cluster led by the Department of Budget and 

Management (DBM) engaged the system of govern- 

ment into a process of review, enhancement and in- 

stitutionalization of reforms in policies, plans, pro- 
grams and systems designed to strengthen the ca- 
pacity and responsiveness of government, especially 
those in the front line, in delivering the much-need- 
ed efficiency and effectiveness in the public service 
delivery improvement program of social and eco- 
nomic services. The department pursued these ini- 
tiatives together with its cluster members such as the 

Civil Service Commission (CSC), Development 

‘Academy of the Philippines (DAP), UP-National Col- 

lege of Public Administration (UBNCPAG), and As- 

sociation of Schools for Public Administration inthe 

Philippines (Aspap), Ateneo School of Government 

(ASG), Caucus of Development NGOs (Code-NGO), 

Philippine Government Employees Association 

(PGEA), and Polytechnic University of the Philip- 

pines, Specific outputs of this advocacy are identifi- 

‘ation of issues and concerns about the role of 

schools teaching publie administration in relation to 

poverty reduction and improving service delivery; 
identification of measures to address these concerns; 
and action plan on mainstreaming the MDGs and 
how it can contribute towards alleviating poverty 


and improving service delivery at the regional and 
local level. The advocacy was also further supported 
by improving the quality of service through a cus- 
tomer-driven government organization; fostering ef- 
fective and efficient use of Spatial Information Man- 
agement and Geographic Information System (GIS) 


in attaining the Millennium Development Goals in 
the country; setting a new direction in government 
‘purchasing using the Web technology as an altema- 
tive in curbing graft and corruption; improving oper- 
ational efficiency, bolstering transparency, and en- 
couraging competition; discussing policy and gover- 
nance issues, problems, and concems to aid better 
policy decisions in the Philippines; and initiate craft- 
ing of the Rights-Based Review Pramework that will 
examine the roles of key actors in governance in the 
realization, promotion and fulfillment of human 
rights in the country. Also, the Philippine Marketing 
‘Association (PMA) trained and educated key infor- 
mation officials and staff of government in market- 
ing and equipped them with theories, tools and tech- 
niques, which they can apply to their respective mar- 
keting program for communicating better their ser- 
vices and programs to the public and specific clients. 
Environmental Governance: Strengthening Gover- 
nance towards Environmental Sustainability 

In our advocacy of Strengthening Governance to- 
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wards Environmental Sustainability, the Environ- 
ment cluster utilized creative and effective means of 
Promoting biodiversity conservation, climate change 
and environmental protection and strengthen 
knowledge sharing and management at the local lev- 
el. These initiatives aimed to gather experiences on 
forest management and demonstrate the feasibility 
of integrating forest management with local gover- 
nance as spearheaded by Haribon in partnership 
with other groups such as the DILG, LGUs, DENR, La 
Salle institute of Govemance, UBNCPAG, Ateneo 
‘School of Government and local parmers. Specific 


recommendations gathered by the environment 
cluster are the following: mandatory hiring of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources Officer in all Local 
Government Units; enactment or codification of Lo- 
cal Environmental Code in all LGUS: adoption of cot 
management agreements or strategies (Le. involve- 
ment and participation of all concerned sectors) in 
local forest management; strengthening of educa- 

tion and capacity building among the LGUs, particu- 
larly of the Local Chief Executives in law enforce- 
ment and forest management; adoption of mult-sec- 
toral community-based approaches in all phases of 
forest conservation; engagement ofthe youth sector 
in forest conservation; institutionalization of incen- 
tive system for stakeholders participation in forest 
conservation and management, amendment of some 
provisions of the 1991 Local Government Code by 
“granting full devolution of powers and authority in 
forest conservation and management to the LGU; 
mandating DENR to share power with the LGU; 
DENR to exercise prudence in issuing Mineral Permit 
Sharing Agreement (MPSA) and other tenurial in- 
struments; important Biodiversity Areas must be 
spared from mining; integration of ecotourism pro- 
gram in the LGU development plan; possible adop- 
tion of Rainforestation (planting native/indigenous 
tree species) to support farmers and bring back bio- 
diversity, establishment of guidelines that can help 
integrate plans and programs in the LGUs; capacity 
building to develop capital markets and proper valu- 
ation of forest resources; clarification by the govern- 
ment of its national and local environmental policy 
directions and roles; replication and documentation 
cofbest practices in local forest management and gov- 
emance; and provision of incentives to implement 
forest management. 

Inour advocacy of Empowering and Engaging the 
Basic Sectors in Governance, the National Anti 
Poverty Commission facilitated the holding of pro- 
poor initiatives that sought to empower the basic 
sectors and engage their active participation in gov- 
ernance. Sectoral agenda representing the current 
situation of the basic sectors have been drawn up re- 
sulting from local and area consultations. The sec- 
toral agenda set out the premise for the provision of 
interventions for social capital formation and imple- 
mentation of services and programs that will help 
uplift the conditions of poverty and powerlessness of 
the poor 

In our advocacy of Governance in Peace-Build- 
ing and Conflict Prevention, we aimed to under- 
sake initiatives that would give emphasis in fo 
ing and sustaining peace. One important initi 
tive that was held toward this end was the 
Cordillera Peace-Conflict Study and Dialogue Se- 
ries, 

To all the 10 to 10 Movers -the members of the 
Thematic Working Group Clusters, Steering 
Committee - those were the highlights of our ac- 
complishments and the fruits of our collective en- 
deavor for good governance for the last 10 weeks 
with the full cooperation and support of the 
UNDP and the entire donor community. We are 
hopeful that these initiatives will be continued 
and expanded as we march and commit ourselves 
toward a decade of governance reform in the 
country, 
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LONDON—It took Taylor Hackford 15 years 
to find financing for his film on Ray Charles, a 
no-holds-barred story about how a blind 
black boy from impoverished rural Georgia 
became a rhythm and blues legend. 

“The American filmmaker finaliy found one 
investor, a Ray Charles fan from Colorado, to 
put up the money for the film's entire budget 
of $35 million. 

Tt turned out a good bet as “Ray” raked in 
$65 million in its first four weeks at the box 
office in the United States and its star Jamie 
Foxx was tipped for an Oscar for best actor. 

‘The Hackford movie is scheduled to show in 
European cinemas over the next few weeks. 

Fearless in showing its subject's character 
strengths and weaknesses, “Ray” charts the 
tragedies and triumphs of a great black musi- 
cian who turned a handicap into a strength. 


Alone in the dark 

“Ray Charles was even more able to get in 
touch with his feelings because he was blind,” 
Hackford told AFP in an interview. 

“He wasn't inhibited,” said Hackford, who 
divides his time between London, New York 
and Los Angeles. "He was letting it come out. 
He didn't care about being cool, he was cool. 

"Ray had anger... He was more concerned 
about whether a blind person could do some- 
thing rather than a black person,” Hackford 
said. "Ray Charles was constantly alone in the 
dark” 

Te was his handicap that forged his genius, 
said Hackford, who is fascinated by the histo- 
ry of African-American music and the under- 
class, 

Beyond the box office success of “An Office? 
anda Gentleman,” Hackford in 1987 directed 


tag 


a documentary on rock and roll star Chuck 
Berry which drew the attention of a son of 
Charles. 

Hackford met Charles for the first time in 
1987, obtained the rights for the film, before 
spending a decade in the wilderness trying to 
convince Hollywood to put their bets on a film 
abouta black man. 

He found the man for the part in Foxx, a sea- 
soned comedian who has been a pianist since 
he was three years old and who resembled 
Charles to the point of being mistaken for him. 


“Too sympathetic’ 

Charles had written an autobiography, “but 
it didn't have an emotional depth to it,” said 
Hackford, who met with Charles over 15 
years. “He told all the facts. It doesn't tell you 
howhe felt.” 

So, Hackford talked to 35 people who were 
lose to Charles to find out more about him. 
Charles did not complain and readily con- 
firmed details. 

The filmmaker also consulted a black 
southern American writer to make sure the 
dialogue in the film was authentic. 

Though Hackford is an unabashed admirer 
ofthe bluesman, he said “the film depicts him 
as not too sympathetic.” 

It shows not only his tragic childhood in 
Georgia and his climb to stardom, but also his 
betrayals, his insatiable appetite for sex, his 
formidable business sense, and his 17-year 
addiction to heroin. 

“He let me tell that story” during meetings 
in the last 15 years of his life. “He wasn't 
afraid of the truth. I told him I wouldn't tell 
the story unless it was the real story.” 

He said he did not know “if he would have 
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‘THE REEL Ray 
Charlesis a hit, 
played by comic 
Jamie Foxx (right), 
who bearsastriking 
resemblance to the 
late great real one, 


DYSFUNCTIONAL BAND. “We're always on the fringe of something going wrong,” says bassist Nikki Six. 


“We're still Motley Crue 
--and we still rock’ 


LOS ANGELES—The original mem- 
bers of the 1980s glam metal band 
Motley Crue made hard living and 
wild sexcapades a centerpiece of their 
music and their lives, selling millions 
of albums along the way. 

Now, after a five-year hiatus from 
performing together, the big-haired, 
leather-clad Crue members are eager 
to slip back into the music, if not the 
lifestyle depicted in hit rockers like 
"Girls, Girls, Girls” and "Smokin’ in 
the Boys’ Room.” 

‘The band arrived Monday at the 
Hollywood Palladium in a hearse, 
sporting eye makeup. About 1,000 
people cheered as the group opened 
with “Dr. Feelgood” following a news 
conference. 


World tour 

With support from the cable music 
television nework VHI, the 
band--yocalist Vince Neil, drummer 
Tommy Lee, guitarist Mick Mars and 
bass player Nikki Sio—plan a world 
tour beginning in February in Port 
Lauderdale, Florida. The band will hit 
more than 60 cities in North America 
during two legs and play several festi- 
vals in Europe before wrapping up the 
tourin southeast Asia ang Australia, 


‘The band will release a double-CD 
greatest hits compilation with three 
new songs titled "Red, White & Crue” 
in February. 

“We're just ready to go out and 
rock,” Neil said at the news confer- 
ence, “We're still Motley. We still 
ai 

‘The band, which originally formed 
in 1981, regrouped a few months ago 
after Sixx wrote some songs and 
asked Neil if he would sing them. 

“There were definitely issues to be 
worked out,” Sioc said of the bad 
blood berween his band mates. 

“We got in and we were like, Wow. 
Where's the problem here? Did we 
make a mountain out of a mole hill?” 
Sixx said in an interview before the 
reunion event, “We're a dysfunctional 
band that is driven by drama and we 
are always on the fringe of something 
going wrong.” 


Pamela's ex 

Although Neil and Lee have dab- 
bled in reality television, the band 
members have been known Jess in re: 
cent years for their musie and more 
for their personal troubles. Lee in par- 
ticular, $ 

He bas been in and put of proba- 


tion for years stemming from charges 
in 1998 that he abused ex-wife ac- 
tress Pamela Anderson, with whom 
he has two children. He also faced 


violation, 

In 1989, Sixx nearly died from af 
heroin overdose. Mars is recovering 
from hip replacement surgery to treat 
a degenerative illness. 

“People progress and they grow,” 
Sixx said. “Each guy has individual 
ly his own demons that he's had t 
deal with ... a lot of pain and tor- 
ture, personal torture, that they'v 
either put themselves through ong 
somehow has been inflicted upon? 
them.” b 

Sixx said Mars is ready to play, de{ 
spite the surgery. 

“He's in rehearsal,” Sixx said. "He's 
standing up. He's playing his guitar. 
He's shredding. He's been throug! 
hell. Here we stand together ready t 
wave the flag for rock'n" roll.” 

Sixx said he hopes the band ca 
matoh the success veteran acts like 
U2, Aerosmith and the Rolling Stones 
have had in gaining younger fans. 


“We're making new music,” Sio Se Starsteuck;! í 
said. “We're taking chances musicali g 4 PAN, 


Itsa really cool thing.” 


enius in the dark 


given me the same freedom in the mid-80s.” 


Dead at 73 

Adept at gospel, rhythm and blues, country, 
rock, jazz, Charles constantly mixed musical 
genres while forging his own style. 

Mixing black gospel and the blues, which 
caused a scandal in the 1950s, Hackford said, 
“he was the first to mix God's music with the 
devil's music.” 

Charles’ legendary hoarse voice went quiet 
on June 10 when he died after a battle with 
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liver disease. He was 73, 

However, he still had time to listen to a 
pre-screening of the film with Hackford 
sitting next to him to describe the se- 

nees. 

‘He wanted to hear the voice of his moth- 
er, a key character in the film, said Hackford 
who then recalled the musician saying: 
“That's it, that’s the truth.” 

After 20 minutes without budging in his 
seat, Charles turned to the director and said: 
“Taylor, Fm very pleased.” AFP 


8 indie filmmakers make 
it to Cinema One Originals 


EIGHT independent filmmakers have been 
given the chance to create full-length films 
through Cinema One Originals, a project of 
the country’s premiere movie cable channel, 
Cinema One. 

Chosen from more than 300 eritries, each 
of the eight qualifying proposals will receive a 
grant of P600,000 to produce their dream ti- 
te on digital video. 

The commissioned works are Sigfreid Bar- 
ros-Sanchez’s semi-documentary “Ang Anak 
ni Lino Brocka,” Topel Lee's manananggal sto- 
ry in “Dilim, Denisa Reyes’ drama “The 
Learning House,” Jon Red's cop story “Anak 
ng Tinapa,” Dennis Marasigan's “Sa North Di- 


version Road,” the story of a traveling couple; 
Lisa Cornejo's “Sitak” (or taxi), a story of a 
manager turned taxi driver, Jesse Mon- 
teverde's love story “Love Letters,” Jade de 
Castro's film tackling a sex scandal, “High 
‘School Scandal,” co-written by Raymond Lee, 
Emman de la Cruz, Ned Tresspeces and 
Michiko Yamamoto. 

The contract signing and awarding of pro- 
duction grants will be on Dec. 17. The festival 
sereening all eight final works will be held 
early next year. 

Cinema One is operated by Creative Pro- 
grams Inc, (CPI), an ABS-CBN entertainment 
subsidiary, 
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The best, brightest, from Viva 


VIVA Records, which 
remains a firm be- 
liever in the Filipino 
talent, was easily the 
country’s busiest 
recording company 
thisyear. 

The year almost 
past saw Viva 
Records releasing a 
bumper crop of al- 
bums by some of the 
countrys finest 
artists and groups, 
including Regine Ve- 
lasquez, Ogie Alcasid 
and singing champi- 
ons Sarah Geronimo, 
Rachelle Ann /Go, 
Mark Bautista and 
Raymond Manalo. 

Also on the Viva 
Records list are the 
albums of Bituin Es- 
calante, Rachel Ale- 
jandro, Roselle Nava, 
Noel Milan, Kand the 
Boxers, Rivermaya, 
U-Turn, 17:28, Newine, Freestyle, The 
Company, and The Mongols, the new 
band of former Eraserheads frontman 
Ely Buendia. 

Regine's album, “Covers,” has the 
‘Songbird performing cover versions of 
popular hits such as “Forevermore” by 
the Side A band. Ogie'salbum, “LAm A 
Singer,” was also the title of his con- 
certat the Music Museum this year. 

From the singing champs come 
Sarah's “Sweet Sixteen” album, a 
follow-up to her quintuple-plat- 
inum debut “Popstar,” Rachelle 
Ann's self-titled platinum album 
featuring the hits “Don't Cry Out 
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Loud” and "You and Me (We Wanted 
Tt Al),” a duet with Christian 
Bautista; Mark Bautista's self-titled 
debut, recently honored with a gold 
record award and featuring his lat- 
est single, "Lahat sa Buhay Ko” by 
Vehnee Saturno, and Raymond 
Manalo's upcoming album “Faith- 
fully,” set for release on Dec. 16. 
Stillin the market are the self-titled 
album of Bituin Escalante, "Hearts 
Desire” by Rachel Alejandro: “Bare” 
by Roselle Nava: “Again and Again” 
by Noel Milan: “Sasakyan Kita" by K 
and the Boxers: “Between the Stars 
and the Waves" and the EP (Extended 
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Play) of “Liwanag sa Dilim" by River- 
maya; “Once in a Lifetime" by 
Freestyle: “Mahal Kong Radyo" by 
The Company: "Buddha's Pest" by 
The Mongols, and the self-titled al- 
bums of Nowine and U-Turn. 

Coming soon are the albums of 
promising newcomers Jennifer Ven- 
tura and Jayanne, and another one 
from the Viva Hot Babes, with the car- 
rier single “Basketball.” 

The Viva artists will be performing 
in mall shows to promote their al- 
bums. Fans can catch them at SM 
North Edsa on Friday, Dec. 10, and 
Saturday, Dee. 18, at SM Pampanga. 


December 
to remember 
at Tavern 


TO ADD glitrer to the 
season of joy, Tavern 
of the Square ends 
2004 with a stellar 
lineup of performers 
led by Side A and 
Freestyle, who have 
juscarrived from con- 
cert tours abroad, as 
well as acoustic sen- 
sations Nyoy and 
Mannos. 

Side A gives its loy- 
VEs uere Ca al fansa holiday treat 
katse Mp on Dec. 9, 22and 29. 
Jones ouav? eae 
over on Dec. 10 

Nyoy and Mannos 
perform on Dec. 13, 
21 and 28. 

Also returning to 
the Tavern stage is 
Fat Session with its 
nostalgic 'B0s musie. 

Dreamy boy band 
Wiseguys thrill their 


takes 


ama 


2086 


PASA) fans on Dec. 23 and 
Venter 30. 


Pop band Art ‘n’ 
Soul take its turn on 
Dec. 27. 

Making its debut 
at Tavern is new tal- 
ent Time and a Half, 
performing on Dec. 
15, 

Located on the sec- 
ond foor of Green- 
belt 3 in Makati, Tav- 
ern on the Square is 
open Monday to Sat- 
urday from 6 p.m., 
with shows starting 
at9 p.m. 

There is a mini- 
mum consumable 
charge of P400++ 
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cepts bookings and 
reservations for func- 
tions, 

It will be closed on 
the following dates 
for private Functions: 
Dec. 11, 14, 16 and 
17. 

it will also take a 
break on Dec. 24 and 
25 and Dec. 31 and 
Jan, 1. 

Tavern is now on- 
line (wwwaavernon- 
the square.com), but 
you may still cail tele- 
phone number 757. 
4484 or 85 for in- 
quiries and reserva- 
tions, 
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Christmas carols 
at the Star Malls 


THE STAR Group of Malls Caroling 

Cheers competition ends in a showdown 

of some of the best choral voices in the 
‘metropolis. 

Gatch the Caroling Cheers 
grand finals at Star- 
mall Edsa and Star- 

= SHOW. all Las Piñas on Sat- 

T tirday, Dec. 11, and at 

IME metropolis Star Alabang 
on Thrusday, Dec. 16. 
Exciting prizes await 
the lucky winners. 

‘Then catch a repeat performance of 
the choral contest winners as they sere- 
nade shoppers with a night of carols on 
Dec. 16 at Starmall Edsa and Starmall 
Las Pifias and on Dec. 22 at Metropolis 
Star Alabang. 

Also, listen to a special recital by the 
Holly Harpist on Dec. 19 at Starmall Las 
Piñas on Dec. 21 at Starmall Edsa. As a 
Christmas bonus, enjoy a mini concert of 
Perfect Rhythm on Dec. 10 at Starmall 
Edsa and at Dec. 18 at Starmall Las 
Piñas. 

The Star Group of Malls is composed 
of Metropolis Star Alabang, Starmall Ed- 
sa and Starmall Las Piñas. 
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Rock stars against child trafficking 


IN THE history of pop culture, 
rock stars have created a certain 
wild persona: Drugs, kinky sex 
and rebellion are among some of 
the things attributed to the rock 
and roll lifestyle. 

But despite this negative per- 
ception, rock stars are also some 
ofthe most outspoken celebrities. 
Some rock stars espouse socio 
civic and political causes, such as 
Bob Dylan, REM's Michael Stipe 


and U2's Bono, to name a few. 

In the local scene, the late 
lamented Yano and Dong Abay's 
newest group, Pan, The Jerks, 
and, of course, Lolita Carbon and 
Asin who have have long been 
singing about the environment 
even before “ozone layer” be- 
camea buzz word. 

For the grand caravan day of 
Ecpat (End Child Prostitution, 
Child Pornography, and the Traf- 


1 MAKE myself accessible to shows like this,” says Cookie Chua. 


ficking of Children for Sexual 
Purposes) on Saturday, Dec. 12, a 
host of who's who in the local 
rock scene will perform for the 
benefit of the survivors of child 
trafficking. 

Some of the bands that are 
slated to perform are 6-Cycle 
Mind, Bamboo, Bayang 
Barrios, Brownbeat All 
Stars, Color It Red, Ra- 
Gioactive Sago Project, 
The Jerks, Cynthia 
Alexander, Tropical De- 
pression, Gary Granada and Noel 
Cabangon. 

“We want to produce some- 
thing that people will enjoy,” says 
Avic Ilagan, event coordinator of 
the Ecpat grand caravan day 
which happens at Plaza Raja Su- 
layman in Intramuros, Manila. “It 
will be just a concert. There will 
be no emcee and speeches. The 
speeches will come earlier in the 
afternoon in the matinee pro- 
gram.” 


Art with purpose 

Ecpat is a nongovernment 
agency that aims to end child 
prostitution, child pornography 
and the trafficking of children for 
sexual purposes. For three years 
now, the organization has been 
conducting a people's campaign, 
with Ecpat staff and volunteers 
going to various destinations gen- 
erating public awareness on the 
issue through arts and culture. 

"We want something that will 
attract the youth,” explains Ila- 
gan, who helped conceptualize 
the program along with other Ec- 
pat staff. Ilagan herself is a femi- 
nist filmmaker whose documen- 
taries often discuss issues on Fi 


ipino women, 

She believes that, as an artist, 
espousing a cause can be very ful- 
filing. “Itis better if your art has a 
purpose,” she says. “That way, 
‘what you are doing has an effect 

on the lives of people.” 

“it is important to 
educate the public,” 
Wrote Cynthia Alexan- 
der in an e-mail. “(But) 
it is not easy. Artists, 
however, can get the 
message across without 
sounding likea hard sell.” 

Tropical Depression's Papa 
Dom said, “By actively getting in- 
volved locally and by spreading 
the message, (we would) hope- 
fully be able to enlighten the peo- 
ple regarding the plight of these 
children and inspiring them to 
take action. 

Color It Red's Cookie Chua said 
she could “only aspire and strive 
to one day be the kind of artist 
who can write and perform songs 
about relevant issues such as 
this.” 

For now, she added, “I make 
myself accessible to shows like 
this. 

But Ecpat’s grand caravan day 
is more than justa rock concert. It 
is a whole-day affair that begins 
at9am. 

A number of booths will dot 
the grounds of Plaza Raja Sulay- 
man. 


SHOW 
TIME 


Nationwide drive 
ing to Ilagan, it will be 
an advocacy campaign, rock con- 
cert and good, old-fashioned 
family fair ali rolled into one. 
“We are hoping that it will be 
like those festivals in Europe 


where you have performers casu- 
ally performing on the streets,” 
Tlagan added. 
ide from the matinee pro- 
gram and the concert in the 
evening, the grand caravan will 
also have film showings on child 
issues and a photo exhibit by 
filmmaker Neil Daza. 
The Ecpat grand caravan day is 
a culmination of a nationwide 
campaign. On Dec. 6, Ecpat staff 


and volunteers started a tour 
across the country, disseminating 
information and conducting sem- 
inars. 

Ecpat is hoping Dec. 12 will be 
declared the Day Against Child 
Trafficking, 

For more information about 
child trafficking and the Ecpat 
grand caravan day, call the Pact 
campaign secretariat at 925- 
2804. 


> 


“IT IS important to educate the public,” says Cynthia Alexander. 


Docus on fast-food, Tupac, child prostitutes compete for Oscar 


LOS ANGELES—The fast-food in- 
dictment “Super Size Me” is 
among 12 films competing for 
best documentary at the Acade- 
my Awards. 

Other documentaries on the 
list of contenders released by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences include “Tupac: Res- 
urreetion,” an examination of the 
life of slain rapper Tupac Shakur; 
the surfing chronicle “Riding Gi- 
ants,” the first documentary ever 
to open the Sundance Film Festi- 


Acrobats with 
humor at 
Boom na Boom 


AFTER Winnie and Yoyong, another big event 
is taking Manila by storm during the whole 
Christmas season. > 

The China Youth Acrobatic Troupe is defi- 
nitely one storm Filipinos will welcome any 
time. After just a week of performances at the 
Boom na Boom Carnival, the group from 
Wuqiao, China, has won the admiration and 
respect of Filipino audiences for their inge- 
nious and breathtaking acts. 

Founded in 1950 as the only professional 
literature and art organization in Wuqiao, the 
troupe is composed of the most famous acro- 
bats from the province. It has built a name for 
its blend of highly skilled performances and 
humor. It has produced more than 50 exciting 
acts which have won awards in acrobatic 
‘competitions in China, 

Crowd favorite acts include the Foot Tricks, 
where a woman tosses a young girl up in the 
air and catches the child using her feet; the 
Plate Spinning, where giris bend, toss’ and 
tumble while keeping plates spinning at the 
end of sticks; the Contortionist, which leaves 
audiences wondering whether the performers 
have bones at all; and the Chair on Head 
where an acrobat balances her body upside 
down in the air atop a narrow stack of chairs. 
The group also performs Straw Hat Juggling, 
Lion Dance, Passing on Wooden Drums, Rope 
Spinning, and many more. 

Before coming to Manila, the group per- 
formed and was highly praised in the US, 
England, France, Germany, Australia, Hol- 
land, Belgium, Sweden and Norway. 

The China Youth Acrobatic Troupe per- 
forms at7 p.m. and 9 p.m. daily at Boom na 
Boom. IL will tour Robinson's malls on Dec. 11 
(Metro East), Dec. 12 (Imus), Dec. 15 (Mani- 
la), Dec, 16 (Pampanga), and Dec. 18 (Das- 
mariñas). 

Boom na Boom 2004 is sponsored by Globe 
Handyphone, Touch Mobile and Purefoods 
Tender Juicy Hotdogs. It is located at the cor- 
ner of Roxas Boulevard and Gil Puyat Avenue, 
CCP Complex, and is open from 4 p.m. For 
more information call 832-9303 to 04. 


val: and “Born Into Brothels,” a 
look at the harsh lives of children 
prostitutes in Calcurta, which 
won Sundance's audience award 
for favorite documentary last 
January. 

“Super Size Me” hilariously 
traces director Morgan Spurlock’s 
physical and emotional deterio- 
ration during a month he spent 
on an all-McDonald’s diet. 


‘Stepping up 
The film is one of the highest- 


grossing documentaries ever 
with $11.5 million at the dom 
tic box office. “Super Size M 
ranked behind “Fahrenheit 
9/11," which grossed $120 mil- 
lion, as the No. 2 documentary of 
2004. 

"Fahrenheit 9/11" creator 
Michael Moore, who won the 
documentary Oscar with 2002's 
“Bowling for Columbine,” decid- 
ed against submitting his latest 
film for that category. Instead, 
Moore is promoting “Fahrenheit 


9/11," his assault on President 
George W. Bush's actions regard- 
ing the Sept. 11 attacks, as a best- 
picture candidate. 

Other films in the running for 
the five documentary Oscar 
nominations are “Home of the 
Brave,” about slain civil rights 
activist Viola Liuzzo, “Howard 
Zinn: You Can't Be Neutral on a 
Moving Train,” a portrait of the 
historian and activist; “In the 
Realms of the Unreal,” about 
outsider artist and janitor Henry 


MIND-BOGGLING, back-breaking feats by the China Youth Acrobatic Troupe 


Darger; and “The Ritchie Boys,” 
which tells the story of German 
Jews who trained as an elite US 
intelligence unit during World 
War I. 


car-winning cinematographer 
Haskell Wexler ("Who's Afraid of . 
Virginia Woolf?” and “Bound for 
Glory”); "Touching the Void,” 
blending interviews and dramatic 
re-creations to tell the survival 
story of mountaineers Joe Simp- 
son and Simon Yates on an ill-fat- 
ed climb in Peru; and “Twist of 
Faith,” about a man confronting 
past sexual abuse by a priest. 
Oscar nominations will be an- 
nounced Jan. 25, and the awards 
ceremony is Feb. 27. AP 


January announcement 
Also: “The Story of the Weep- 
ing Camel,” about a crisis over a 
camel calf belonging to a family 
of Mongolian nomads; “Teil 
Them Who You Are,” filmmaker 
Mark Wexlers examination of his 
relationship with his father, Os- 


‘THEY FOUND each other, got separated, and are now on the verge 
of having meaningful relationships with other people. But at the end, 
are Lawrence (John Lloyd Cruz) and Cielo (Bea Alonzo) still be meant 
for each other? ABS-CBN's teleserye “It Might Be You,” which began 
in December 2003, ends on Friday, Dec. 10. Cielo has spent several 
years in the US with Axel (Marco Alcaraz). Lawrence is now a pilot 
who may be starting a new relationship with Axel's sister Aretha. 
‘And yet, Lawrence and Cielo keep entering each other's lives. Don't 
miss the last few episodes of “It Might Be You” this week. 


Prelude to party 
season at Spirits 


THE CHRISTMAS holidays are 
just around the corner, and spe- 
cial events and parties are being 
set into place. 

Among the many holiday 
events, the one we can look for- 
ward to with high expectations 
are the parties that Spirits Malate 
Singles Bar and Disco will be 
hosting. 

One of their appetizers for the 
forthcoming party season is 
called “Hot Fun...Reload!” and is 
a prelude to the season of mirth 
and frolic. The party starts as ear- 
ly as 5 p.m. just as the sun goes 
down to" minch Spirits very own 
Execut Hout, 

“He. :n..Relor 


Those who attend “Hot 
Fun...Reload!” will be treated to 
special discounts on food and 
beverages on the upper deck of 
Sports Malate Coyote Bar. The re- 
laxing mood is perfect for those 
who want to unwind after work 
and prepare themselves for more 
partying as the night grows older. 

Spirits is located at the comer 
of J. Bocobo and J. Nakpil Streets 
in the heart of Malate's most hap- 
pening strip. 

Soon, the temperature will 
soar to keep the happenings hot 
despite the cool weather. Its defi- 
minely the season to be jolly, and 

Spirits is one of the hotspots to be 
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"Latest collection Hacienda Luisita US soldiers assail Defense  ThePDl anniversary ‘Jolo Revilla got Osang’s 
of one-of-a kind peasantleadershot Secretary Rumsfeld on extra: Still rocking daughter pregnant but 
4 bags, gems at Firma conduct of Iraq war onits 19th year they're not getting marries 


GMA on Real rescue: It’s a APO PRES 3 = Red Cross needs help 
å miracle, praise God 3 gee ay NE $ By Michael Lim Ubac 

Hr ; x tt y See 4 andT] Burgonio 

y Fe Zamora WITH the warehouses of 


IT'S A MIRACLE. > J television networks GMA 
President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday d f $ 7and ABS-CBN bulging 
praised the heavens for the rescue of four | with relief goods for the 


survivors from the rubble of a collapsed 
building in Real, Quezon... g zon, Aurora and Nueva 
“Today, the soldiers, the volunteers of the BALANCED 4 Ecija, the Philippine 
GMa AD osista inkome anaana Jonnan RED CROSS/ A21 


typhoon victims in Que- 
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Miners pull 
out 4 buried 
under ruins 


3 kids, grandma end 10-day ordeal 


By Marlon Ramos, Volt Contreras and Romulo O. Ponte lifting out 3-year-old Estela Marie 


HESIR . Sug asa thick crowd clapped 
REAL, Quezon—When miner Luis Balungay heard a faint eheerdwildh oo e n 


call for help yesterday, he was convinced that it was com- Not long after, at around 9:30 
ing from under the pile of rubble. a.m., the rescuers were helping 


But when he tried telling the Inqummen. He turned out to be TEP Bungag, 14; Maria Tamares, 
other rescuers what he beard: right. ”, mee Cer eee 15, 
they told him he was “daydream- Just minutes later, Balungay Poen trapp small space they had 
ing.” and others sent to search for pos- Been trapped in for 10 days. (See 

Š was sure that it was coming sible survivors in the ruins of the Story below.) 


a . seeds Forty-three veteran miners 
from a survivor,” he later told the two-story Repador building were -ont py the Philex Mining Corp. 


=y Lepanto Consolidated Mining 
Co., and Benguet Corp. were the 
first to break through the rubble. 
The miners were later assisted 
by Army soldiers and a crew from 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways. 
The stench from rotting bodies 
grew stronger with every layer of 
earth removed and concrete slabs 
cracked. To bear with the smell, 
the rescuers sprinkled lime on the 
spot they were working on. 
Rescue efforts went on without 
letup until last night, but the four 
were the only ones who made it 
out from among the 100-150 peo- 
ple who took refuge atthe Galilee 
Prayer Beach Resort in Barangay 
E Tignoan on Nov. 29, when Tropi- s25 : ba =- 
APPLAUSE and cheering greet the emergence of 3-year-old Estela cal Depression “Winnie” was VOLUNTEER miners from Benguet Mining Corp., Lepanto Mining Corp. and Philex Mining dig up four survivors, 
Marie Sur from under the rubble of the Repador buil MINERS/A20 induding 15-year-old Modesto Manuguid, who were trapped beneath a collapsed building in Real, Quezon. 


They lived on water in half a meter space How Baguio quake 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. Bruised and connected toan and sizzling fried chicken,” a whom hehad shared his ordeal. d 15-d 

Aa ea WV drip Modesto had managed nurse said. emeei, victim Survive a 
to sit up on his bed in the emer- Modesto nodded and gazed himself, all his companions were 

LUCENA CITY—The wet, dark gency room. He asked the male out the window, as though look- safe, he made the sign of the d | d bbl 

ieee in winch a woman and Bursës around him if he could. ngjorpomerhing cose e Ordeal under rUDDIE 

three children were trapped for have some lugaw (gruel) and “Where am I? I want to go “God saved us. He helped us 

1Odays was only about halfame- fried chicken but was told that home,] he said, and was told that survive,” were the first words that By Gobleth Moulic 

ter high—enough, according to they would have to ask the doc- he way at the Quezon Memorial Maria Tamares uttered after she, eh 

Tayear-old Modesto Manuguid, tor first. Hospithl in Lucena. her 3-year-old granddaughter Es- 

for them to lie down but not to “If the doctor gives the order, But|he kept looking around, tela Marie Sur, and Modestowere BAGUIO CITY--When 

stand up. will personally buy you hot lugaw seeking the companions with THEY LIVED A21 


after spending more than two 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau weeks under the rubble of the col- 
lapsed Hyatt Terraces Hotel here. 
baker For 15 days, Dy ate nothing 
Pedrito Dy yesterday learned that and drank his own urine to sur- 
miners had pulled four survivors vive until a hand held his head 
from the rubble of a building that and pulled him out of the ruins. 
had collapsed in mudslides 11 He said he was hoping that the 
days ago, he prayed that more victims would hold on. “They 
victims buried in the resortin Re- should pray hard because God 
al, Quezon, would make it out will make a way to save them,” he 
alive. told the Inquirer ar the Swiss Bak- 
Dy, 40, survived the killer er here where he has been work- 
earthquake that struck Baguio ing forthe past 11 years, 
City in July 1990. He was rescued HOW BAGUIO! A20 


Survivors need healing 
of raw, mental wounds 


REAL, Quezon—When she closes worst storm season in 13 years. 
her eyes, Wendy Rose Evuenga  Evuenga survived by spending 
can remember it vividly: her the evening of Nov. 29 clinging to 
mother clinging to a tree with her floating logs and swallowing mud 
2-year-old sister when a sudden and water until help came the 
gush of water, mud and logs next morning. 
yanked the child from her arms, Efforts to clear the walls of 

“Isaw my mother lose her grip mud and timber and deliver aid 
on Mary Rose, She cried, but 1. to stricken villages have gathered 
saw her just for a split second, pace, but those who lost loved 
then she was gone,” Evuenga, 17, ones are left to cope with the psy- 
recalled days after her town of chological trauma by themselves, 

5- p s Real was ravaged by Tropical De- At least 740 people were killed 
THAT GLANCE from Estela Marie Sur is worth a thousand words as she's rushed out of the rescue site in Barangay Tignoan toa waiting pression “Winnie” and Typhoon and 754 others remain missing 
chopper for airlifting to Camp Nakar in Lucena City. (More photos on Page A20.) manzano “Yoyong,” capping the country's SURVIVORS Aao 
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GMA: Post gov't deals on the Web ʻA SOLDIER SHOT ME’ 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday or- 
dered all government agencies to make all 
their contracts accessible on the Web to dis- 
courage under-the-table deals between pri- 
vate suppliers and contractors and corrupt 
government officials. 

“The move is part of the governments contin- 
uing campaign to eradicate corruption in the 
bureaucracy where, the President said, “many 
are still driven by the dark forces of greed, and 
‘worse, many have become indifferent to it.” 

ina speech before members of the Philippine 
Government Employees Association in Mala- 
cafiang, President Arroyo said: “Iam instructing 
the agency heads to make sure thatall contracts 
are totally exposed to the scrutiny of the public 
by publishing them inthe Internet.” 

By making the contracts open to the scruti- 
ny of the public, the President is confident 
that government officials would think twice 


about getting into rotten deals with un- 
scrupulous businessmen. Also, by making all 
contracts transparent, the public could assess 
the compliance of the suppliers and contrac- 
tors. 

‘Aside from opening up the contracts, the 
President told government executives to get 
ready for a series of top level seminars with 
government executives in Manila next week. 

“We will have good practitioners from sev- 
eral countries including the founder of Hong 
Kong's renowned Independent Commission 
Against Corruption,” said the President who 
had tapped the former British colony's top an- 
ticorruption cop Tony Kwok as an adviser. 

She urged the government employees to 
“continue to close ranks in purging the system 
of corruption, eliminating government waste, 
increasing tax collection and investing in our 
nation through revenue increases,” 


‘TARLAC CITY—A peasant leader who was one of two wit- 
nesses set to testify in the congressional inquiry into the 
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Luisita peasant 
leader shot dead 


By Jo Clemente, PDI Central Luzon Desk, and Norman Bordadora 


violent dispersal of striking workers 
at Hacienda Luisita was gunned down 
in front of his house in Sta. Ignacia 
town here late Wednesday. 

Marcelino “Marcing” Beltran, chair of the! 
Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Tarlak (AMT), suf- 
fered five bullet wounds and died while 
taken to a hospital. He would have turned 53 
today: 

His son, Mark, 18, said his father had told: 
him “a soldier shot me” and had described his’ 
attacker as wearing a military uniform. 

‘According to Mark, the family was busy 
preparing food for a rally in Manila scheduled 
later that night when a group of unidentified 
men called out to his father at about 9 p.m. He 
said his father went out of the house after he 
heard the dog barking. 

Mark said he heard his father call out: 
“Who's there?” There was no answer. A few 
seconds later, Mark said he heard bursts of 
gunfire 

Beltran was scheduled to testify in 
Congress next week as an eyewitness to the 
Nov. 16 dispersal of striking workers at Ha- 
cienda Luisita. At least seven people died. 
while more than 100 others were hurt in the 
dispersal. 

While he was nota farmer in the hacienda, 
Beltran was an active participant in the farm, 
workers strike that crippled production at: 
the Hacienda Luisita estate and the sugar. 
mills of the Central Azucarera de Tarlac 
both owned by the family of former Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino. 


‘Since day one’ 

A statement from the Central Azucarera de: 
Tarlac Labor Union and the United Luisita: 
Workers Union said Beltran had participated; 
“since day one” in the simultaneous strike 
staged by plantation and sugar mill workers, 
of Hacienda Luisita. a 

Beltran, a former Army sergeant who: 
served in Mindanao, had turned to farming: 
and joined peasant organizations in the: 
province. He was the vice chair of the, 
Alyansa ng Magbubukid ng Ginang Luzon 
an affiliate of the militant Kilusang Mag 
bubukid ng Pilipinas. He was also the vi 
chair of the Anakpawis party in Tarl 
province. 

Another statement from Emil Paragas 
spokesperson of Karapatan-Tarlac, said Be 
tran's murder may have something do wit 
his being a key witness to the violent dispers 
and to an ownership dispute involving hist 
one-and-a-half hectare farm. s 

An agrarian reform court had issued a deci- 
sion favoring the landowner and ejecting Bel: 
tran, said Paragas. 

In its Aug. 24 order, the agrarian reform 
department's Adjudication Board depu- 
tized the military to eject Beltran from the} 
property. 

His colleagues at the AMT said Beltran’ 
would have been a credible witness in the: 
Luisita inquiry because he knew about guns 
and bullet trajectories. z 

Party-list representatives in Congress con: 
demned Beltran's killing and said it was “a 
stark reminder of the state of human rights in: 
the country.” 

Anakpawis Rep. Rafael Mariano delivered 
a privilege speech early yesterday, blaming 
members of the 69th Infantry Battalion of the 
Philippine Army for the killing. 


69th IB to blame? 

“Tomorrow (Dec. 10) is International Hu." 
man Rights Day and yet here we have a peas- 
ant leader shot down in front of his house by: 
military forces,” said Anakpawis Rep. Crispin 
Beltran. 

Rep. Liza Maza (Gabriela) said that the Bel: 
tran killing was related to the unresolved con- 
flict in Hacienda Luisita. 

“We believe that the recent 
significant cause for alarm and at 
tion of the magnitude of the (Hacienda: 
Luisita) dispute concerning the the farm: 
workers’ rightful claim on the land the, 
work on,” said a joint statement from the, 
Anakpawis, Bayan Muna and Gabriela par- 
ty-list groups. H 

Tt said the killing “appeared well-planned 
and well-executed, stoking suspicions that 
the act was intended to silence Ka Marcing, 
who was one of the main proponents of thet 
fight of farm workers in the hacienda and a' 
primary witness to the massacre.” 

Beltran was said to have told his family and 
colleagues in the peasant movement that 
members of the Philippine National Police 
had been asking for his whereabouts after the 
Nov. 16strike. 

"The perpetrators of the Nov. 16 massacre 
want people like Beltran silenced,” said Rene 
Galang, the leader of the striking faction of 
the United Luisita Workers Union. With a re- 
port from Carlito Pablo 
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Where do great meals begin? Well, we'd Ike to think at precisely Sub-Zero. After al, it's the place where dual refrigeration 
was born. Unlike ordinary refrigerators, the Sub-Zero has two separate compressors for the refrigerator and freezer. 
This technology ensures that temperature is independently controlled for each compartment and that there is no sharing 
fair between the rairigerator and the freezer. Only Sub-Zero can make your lettuce ive longer, your ice cream stay creamier 
and keep your fresh fish and ice pretty much to themseives. 
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oe Abad dies Palace to House on budget: Thanks, but... 


“hSingaporeafiera three-yearbattle ton, DC, and The Art Students By Gil C. Cabacungan|r. 


to pass the revenue measures,” Government Employees Associ- the country's tax base, which is 
jth lung cancer and two months at League in New York. Bunye added. "We all know we ation in Malacafiang, Ms Arroyo one of the lowest in Southeast 
CKK Women's and Children’s Hos- ‘Together with Garrity an Ameri- THE 2005 budget is good but we have very precious little time be- said: “We acknowledge the de- Asia.” 

‘Sital Pacta passed away inher sleep can financial consultant, Abad has need cash (or new revenue mea- fore Congress goes on their termination of Congress to pass “it will give delinquent taxpay- 
£ ånd was very comfortable when she lived in over 100 countries, where sures). Christmas break.” the national budget which will ers an attractive opportunity to 
‘fied, said her husband, Jack Garity she would alwaysexhbitherworks. This was Melacafiang’s mes- Of the eight measures the be the cutting edge of political rejoin the fold of national taxa- 
Pe Dad 58, wasknown forhertra- Abad was in Manila last sage to legislators after the President wanted passed by and economic stability and so- tion,” De Venecia said. 

unto paintings, colorfulandsenso- September for her exhibit, "Circles House of Representatives ap- yearend, only the “sin tax” bill cial reform. We have struck up- House Majority Leader Rep. 
$y fabric collages using embroidery In My Mind,” at the Cultural Cen- proved the P907.6-billion na- raising alcohol and tobacco on the right formula of institu- Prospero Nograles (Lakas, Davao 
“and pains which have aso won er ter of the Philippines. The works tional budget for 2005 but levies, the lateral attrition bill tional teamwork and national City) said the chamber is set to 
raise in Europe, New York and on paper were the result of a Congress as a whole had yet to and the tax amnesty bill have solidarity to fight corruption, pass a fourth measure, the ratio- 
Asia Her worksteflected very much three-month residency program at pass the eight tax measures re been passed by the House, while cutwaste, savethe environment nalization of fiscal incentives, 
Sher personality Friends remember the Singapore Tyler Print Institute. quested by President Macapa- the other measures remain and grow investments to create next week before Congress goes 
hherasalivelyand energetic person. Her body will be cremated in gal-Arroyo to stem the fiscal eri- stuck in deliberations in the ad- jobs.” on recess. 

1 Bor in Basco, Batanes, Abadwas Singapore and a “Gathering of sis. inistration-dominated Con- The House approved on “We're working overtime to 
aised in a politically active family. Friends” to celebrate Abad's life “We thank the House for pass- gress. Wednesday night the taxamnesty pass these measures to arm the 
‘She received her bachelors degree will be held at the Alkfaff Bridge ing the budget. But everybody The President, however, was bill, the third ofthe eight revenue government with enough rev. 
fromthe University ofthe Philippines on Dec. 11 at 10:30 a.m. knows that what is more impor- elated by the approval of the measures proposed by the Presi- enue laws to address the fiscal 
fh Diliman and originally wantedto Amemorialwilibeheld inMani- tant now are .our fiscal mea- budget which included a 40- dent. problem," Nograles said. 

‘bea lawyer But that changed when la, after which she will be flown to sures,” said Press Secretary Igna- percent cut in the pork barrel Speaker Jose de Venecia J. De Venecia said that, once 
she was sent to the United States a Batanes for the funeral. The exact cio Bunye in an interview over allocations of the congress- said the bill, which provides for signed into law, the four rev- 
ear before martial law. dates for the memorial in Manila dzRB radio. men. a one-time amnesty for delin- enue measures will generate at 
2 was there that she discov- andthe funeral in Bataneshavenot “We can live with aslightlyde- An her speech during the 57th quent taxpayers covering 2003 least P50 billion for the govern- 
fied art She studied at the Cor. been decided yet, saysGanity. layed budget, but our priority is anniversary of the Philippine and prior years, will “enlarge ment. With Carlito Pablo 


RP seeks 
Saudi help 
on hostage 


By Tj Burgonio 


FOREIGN Secretary Alberto Romulo yester- 
day asked Saudi Arabian officals for help to 
win the release of a Filipino hostage in Iraq. 
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controls let you wash cleaner, 
easier, Plus, the 6.5-kg. Twin Tub 
has four stylish lid colors 

to choose from. 


Find a Babad Magic machine 
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Atthe same time, Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuen- 
co asked the 57-nation Organization of the Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC) to put in place securi- 
ty measures for Filipinos working in countries 
that abut Iraq. 

Romulo met with the Saudi officials led by 
Sheikh Bin Abdullah Bin Humaid, president 
of Saudi Arabia's Consultative Council Majlis, 
to ask them to convince hostage Robert 
Tarongoy's Saudi employer to step up negoti- 
ations for his release. 

“I stressed the need for their help. Through 
their good office, [they could] talk to Satco 
(Saudi Arabian Trading and Constructing 
Co.) to accelerate efforts to effect the release 
of Tarongoy,” he said. 

Tarongoy, 31, an accountant, was snatched 
at gunpoint from the Satco compound in Bagh- 
dad on Nov. 1 along with an American, a 
Nepalese and three Iraqis. Except for Tarongoy 
and the American, the other hostages had been 


ai; Freed. Yesterday, the two spent their 38th day 


in captivity without any hint of freedom soon. 

Satco is reportedly negotiating Tarongoy's 
release in coordination with Filipino officials 
led by Undersecretary Rafael Seguis. 


Ransom 

The captors had demanded $10 million for 
the hostage's freedom but the government 
ruled out paying any ransom, saying the de- 
mand should be addressed by Satco. 

Romulo said he also asked the Iranian gov- 
ernment for help in obtaining Tarongoy’s re- 
lease in a meeting with Iranian Commerce 
Minister Mohammad Shariatmadari on 
Wednesday. 

"There are elements in Iraq who have con- 
tacts with those who have Robert Tarongoy. 
Were working through the governments," he 
saidina press briefing. 7 

For his part, Cuenco yesterday asked the 
OIC to put in place security measures for Fil- 
ipinos in their respective countries, 

Cuenco, chair of the House committee on 
foreign relations, aired the appeal following 
the death of a Filipino telecommunications 
maintenance man employed by the US Con- 
sulate in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Saudi mili- 
tants attacked the premises with explosives 
and machine guns on Monday. 

Another Filipino, a carpenter at the same 
consulate, sustained gunshot wounds in the 
knee, elbow and pelvis but survived. 

“If we do not come up soonest with a good 
plan designed to provide an effective securi- 
ty mantle for our countrymen working over- 
seas, we better tell them to pack up and leave 
their job sites,” Cuencosaid. With Cynthia 
D. Balana 


Felix S. Golla; 80 


FELIX'S. Golla, of Renton, Washington, and 
Baras, Rizal, died on Dec. 7 at the age of 80. 

He is survived by his wife of 50 years, 
Leonor; children Gary, Frank and Kaye, Jun 
and Jenny, Cora, Glenn and Vicky, Eva and 
Matr, Lorna and John, and Nixon; grandehil- 
dren Karen, Keith, April, Ryosuke, Asami, 
Ryu, Mika, Bing, Joseph, Noy, Jeorgia, Jeo, 
Miggy, Alex, EJ, Kym, Jon, Gabo, TJ, Geeia, 
Bea, Sam and Katrina; brothers and sisters-i 
Jaw and their children: Pacing, Nick and Betty, 
Doming, and Crison and Coring, 

He was preceded in death by his fourth son, 
Erwin, in 1998, 

A Philippine Scout with the United States 
Armed Forces in the Far East during World 
War Il, he was later stationed in Okinawa, 
Japan, After his military stint, he obtained a 
civil engineering degree at the Mapua Insti- 
tute of Technology and went into government 
service until his retirement in 1984. 

He migrated to the US in 1987 where he 
worked in various capacities until 1997. 

‘A memorial service will be held at Green- 
‘wood Memorial Park Chapel in Renton on Dec. 
10219 a.m. after which he will be laid to rest at 
the Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent, WA. 
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a 195 deported — 
Swe | Pinoys arrive 
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G CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE—At least 

95 Filipinos deported by the United States for 
overstaying and other criminal charges ar- 

rived at the Diosdado Macapagal Internation- 

al Airport here on Thursday morning, 

The group, the ninth batch of deportees 
; since 2003, arrived at 9:45 a.m. on board a 

Boeing 737 of Miami Air. The aircraft fetched 
P the passengers from San Francisco in Califor- 

nia, Honolulu in Hawaii, US Commonwealth 
of Mariana Islands and Guam. 

‘The deportees, 88 men and seven women, 
‘were accompanied by agents of the US Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service, 

To protect the privacy of the deportees, of- 
ficials of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
l and the Department of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment asked them to proceed to the Hi 
bon terminal of the Philippine Air Force in the 
DMIA complex. It was at the military air ter- 
minal where the deportees were fetched by 
theirrelatives. Tonette Orejas and Jun Ma- 
lig, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Defensor suspends DENR’s top man in Calabarzon 


By Norman Bordadora 


ENVIRONMENT Secretary Michael De- 
fensor yesterday sacked the highest envi- 
ronment offical to be linked thus far to 
illegal logging operations in the flash 
flood and landslide-affected areas in the 
Calabarzon (Cavite-Laguna-Batangas- 
Rizal-Quezon) region. 

Defensor suspended Calabarzon re- 
gional environment chief Regidor Gali- 


nato and four other officials for the ques- 
tionable release ‘of more than 3,500 
board feet of timber products from 
Mauban, Quezon, soon after Typhoon 
“Yoyong” battered the province. 

‘The timber products were released on 
Dee, 3 just before President Macapagal- 
Arroyo ordered the suspension of log- 
ging operations, 

Galinato was placed on preventive 
suspension for 90 days as were Herminio 


Salvosa, officer in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources station in Mauban, Quezon; for- 
est rangers Eduardo Palonzo and Manny 
Mercado, and scaler Geronimo Agpoon. 
The timber products were released us- 
ing recycled documents, Defensor said. 
‘The secretary added that joint operations 
of the Anti-Illegal Logging Task Force head- 
ed by retired Gen. Victor Corpus and the 
DENR showed that timber products going 


‘out of Quezon were not in the PNP records. 

“The timber products going out of 
Quezon were not reflected in the checke 
point records,” Defensor said. 

Defensor said the timber products re- 
leased from Mauban on Dec. 3 were cov- 
ered by tampered documents. 

‘The certification made by the Commu- 
nity Environment and Natural Resources 
Office in Mauban town showed that the 
timber products were released to a cer- 


tain Joel Ayala of San Jose, Bulacan, pre- 
sumably an owner of a furniture business 
inthe province. 

While the timber was released on Dee. 
3, it was bid for sale as early as August 
this year. It was covered by a deed of sale 
‘with the Natural Resources Development 
Corp. dated Aug. 20, 2004, 

“If it was bid in August and was re- 
leased only in December, it would have 
already rotted,” Defensor said, 


It’s lights out 
at Marcos 
mausoleum 


BATAC, Ilocos Norte—The local power company 
has again shut down the power supply to the 
Marcos compound and mausoleum, which hous- 
es the frozen remains of the late strongman Fer- 
dinand Marcos, due to the Marcoses? failure to 
paya two-year electric bill worth P420,000. 

‘The Ilocos Norte Electric Cooperative (Inec) cut 
off power at the mausoleum on Tuesday after it 
failed to collec the amount despite several notices 
of disconnection sent to the Marcos family 

But Inec restored the power supply on 
Wednesday after Mayor Jesus Nalupta guar- 
“anteed company officials that the bill would 
'be paid “as soon as possible.” 

Reports here said former first lady Imelda Mar- 
cos called Nalupia and asked that the mayor inter- 
cede on her behalf and reconnect the power supply 

Edwin Pascua, Inec zone manager, said the 
disconnection was in response to consumers’ 
call for the company to implement its discon- 
nection policy uniformly regardless of the 
users’ status in the community. 

“It is high time to show consumers that we 
mean business. Our policy on disconnection 
due to unpaid accounts must be applied with- 
out fear or favor,” Pascua told the INQUIRER. 

“is always dificult to shut down the power to 
the Marcos compound because this would cause 
damage to the late president's remains. But it is a 
difficult choice we have to make,"hesaid. | 

‘The account, under the name of Mrs. Mar- 
cos, represents bills beginning November 
2002 until November this year. 

‘The bill was incurred for the power being 
supplied to the mausoleum, the family's man- 
sion and a part of the museum, all within the 
Marcos compound here. Cristina Arzadon, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Exhibits and Roadshows Duration Venue 
‘Ambassador Appliances 

Abenson Imus Exhibit 

Abenson Libis Exhibit 

‘Automatic Plasma Pleasures Exhibit 

Flat & Sim Roadshow Edsa Shangri-La Mall 
Fiat & Slim Roadshow Gloriella 3 


Nov. 12- Dec. 19 
Noy. 19- Dec, 18 
Nov, 20- Dec. 19 
Dec. 18 - Dec, 28 
Doc. 17 - Dec. 19 
Jan, 26 - Jan, 30 


Shangri-La Mall, EDSA, Mandaluyong City 

Robinsons Imus, Imus, Cavite City 

Robinsons Gallerla-Eastwing, Ortigas Complex, Pasig City 

‘Activity Center, Alabang Town Center, Muntinlupa City 

Metrolink Area, EDSA Shangri-La Mali, Mandaluyong City 

Makati Mall Cupola, Lower Level between Marks & Spencer and Cinderella 


Merry Christmas! 
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CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait—Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld on 
Wednesday faced open criticism from 
his own US troops, who complained 
about inadequate armor for Iraq and 
questioned a policy that stops them 
from leaving the military when their 
voluntary term ends. 

The unusually blunt public exchange came 
at a town hall-style session with American sol- 
diers at this camp 20 km south of the border 
with Iraq, where more than 1,200 US troops 
have died since the March 2003 invasion. 

Hundreds of troops applauded a comrade 
who complained to Rumsfeld that US forces 
were being forced to dig up scrap metal to 
protect their vehicles in Iraq because of a 
shortage of armored ones. 

“Now why do we soldiers have to dig through 
local landfills for pieces of scrap metal and com- 
promised ballistic glass to up-armor our vehi- 
cles? And why don't we have those resources 
readily available to us?” the soldier asked. 

Rumsfeld asked the soldier to repeat the 
question. 

The soldier said, “A lot of us are getting ready 
to move north (into Iraq) relatively soon. Our 
vehicles are not armored. We're digging pieces 
ofrusted scrap metal and compromised ballistic 
glass that’s already been shot up, dropped, bust- 
‘ed—picking the best out of this scrap to put on 
our vehicles to take into combat.” 

“Wie do not have proper armament vehicles 
to carry with us north.” 

Rumsfeld conceded that “not every vehicle 
has the degree of armor that it would be desir- 
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able for it to have,” and said the Army was 
hurrying to provide more armored vehicles, 
adding 400 per month. 

But Rumsfeld added, “As you know, you go to 
war with the Army you have, not the Army you 
might want or wish to have ata later time.” 
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“tf you think about it, you can have all the ar- 
mor in the world on a tank and a tank can be 
blown up. And you can have an up-armored 
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US soldiers assail _ 
conduct of Iraq war 


Humvee and it can be blown up,” Rumsfeld said, 

Rumsfeld also faced other questions about 
equipment shortages and the US role in Iraq 
after elections scheduled for Jan. 30. 

“Now settle down, settle down. Hell, 'm an 
old man, and its early in the morning. Pm just 
gathering my thoughts here," the 72-year-old 
Rumsfeld said lightheartedly at one point. 

In Washington, Democratic Sen. Christo- 
pher Dodd of Connecticut called Rumsfeld's 
comments about the armor “stunning,” and 
said in a letter to the secretary, “Your re- 
sponse—You go to war with the Army you 
have’—is utterly unacceptable.” 

‘The Army has acknowledged problems in 
supplying sufficient numbers of the armored 
Humvee, a light vehicle that without extra ar- 
mor can be especially vulnerable to attacks by 
insurgents using roadside bombs and rocket- 
propelled grenades. 

At the Pentagon, chief spokesperson Lawrence 
Di Rita said US Central Command, responsible 
for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
had asked for 21,000 Humvees with extra armor, 
and about 19,000 had been provided, 

Bush administration officials, in particular 
‘Rumsfeld, have repeatedly rejected charges that 
insufficient forces were sent to Iraq after last 
years invasion to stabilize the country, which is 
now in the grip ofa bloody insurrection, 

‘Another soldier asked Rumsfeld what the 
Pentagon was doing “to address shortages 
and antiquated equipment that National 
Guard soldiers... are going to roll into Iraq 
with?” The soldier was referring to allega- 
tions that regular Army units have been given 
better equipment than reservists. 

“No way I can prove it, but I'm told that the 
Ariny is breaking its neck to see that there is 
not a differentiation” in the quality of equip- 
ment, Rumsfeld said. 

Another soldier asked Rumsfeld about the 
‘Army's “stoploss" policy that has prevented 
thousands of troops serving in iraq and 
Afghanistan from leaving the military when their 
volunteer service commitment ends... Reuters 
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Sharon pledges to rein in Israel offensives 


JERUSALEM—Prime Minister. His comments mark a signifi 
Ariel Sharon bolstered mounting cant change of policy by Israel, 
peace hopes Wednesday by say- which has spent much of the past 
g Israel would hold off offen- year hunting down leaders and 
sive operations against the Pales: fighters of the militant groups, as- 
tinians in the absence of attacks. sassinating two of Hamas’ leaders 
by militant organizations. in the Gaza Strip in air strikes, 
Sharon ruled out a formal truce Sharon is keen to encourage the 
with radical groups such as Hamas emergence of a more moderate 
but said Israel would only pursue Palestinian leadership following 
what he called “ticking bombs,” re- last month's death of Yasser Arafat. 
fering to militants who are about He is aware that offensive op- 
tocarry ourattacks, erations would undermine ongo- 
“The question of a truce would ing efforts by new PLO chair Mah- 
involve an agreement among the “mud Abbas to persuade armed 
Palestinians and is not linked to factions to halt their campaign of - 
us. Butifcalmreignson thePales- anti-Israeli attacks. 
tinian side, we will maintaihiton Israel also offically regarded as 
our side,” Sharon told reporters. an internal Palestinian matter a uni- 
lateral truce called in 
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the summer of 2003 
during Abbas short 
lived time es premier, 
but held back from 
Jaunching attacks 
against all but ticking 
bombs. 

Abbas, who is 
standing for election 
on Jan. 9 to replace 
Arafat as Palestinian 
Authority president, 

“has been lobbying 
hard for a new such 
arrangement. 

He held talks Mon- 
day with Hamas’ 
Damascus-based 
supremo Khaled Me- 
shaal after several 
earlier meetings with 
faction leaders in the 
occupied territories. 

A poll published 
Wednesday showed a 
vast majority of Is- 
raelis are increasingly 
optimistic about the 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 
People injured by an explosion in a train 
train station of Atocha in Madrid, Spain, in 


1,800 injured. 


photo, The toll from the bombings was 191 dead and more than 


KIEV--Ukraine's parliament passed a contro- 
versial plan to weaken the presidency 
Wednesday, breaking a tense standoff be- 
tween outgoing President Leonid Kuchma 
and the opposition and smoothing the way for 
anew presidential poll on Dec. 26. 

The vote was hailed in Ukraine and abroad 
as a breakthrough in the political crisis that 
has split this strategic nation in two polarized 
camps and fueled Cold War-like rhetorie be- 
tween Russia and the West. 

“After 17 days of peaceful protest, we have 
claimed victory,” opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko told tens of thousands of sup- 
porters in Kiev's central square whose round- 
the-clock protests were key to the advance of 
his “orange revolution.” 

By a crushing majority of 402 to 21, deputies 
in the Upper Rada approved a Kuchma-backed 
amendment, which transfers many of the presi- 
dents powers to parliament, along with electoral 
law changes demanded by the opposition. 

‘The chamber erupted in applause as the result 
appeared on a huge electronic board on the wall 
and the 66-year-old Kuchma, who made a rare 
appearance in the chamber to urge support for his 
favored legislation, was among those clapping. 

“Ukraine has gone through crisis several 
times and we always had the political will and 
understanding to make the right decisions,” 
he told lawmakers minutes before the vote. 

“This is an act of consolidation and recon 
| ciliation that proves Ukraine is united and in 


for aid outside the 
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N. Ireland peace deal left undone, Blair, Ahern admit 


BELFAST—The British and Irish leaders con- 
ceded Wednesday that their plan to restore 
power-sharing government to Northern Ire- 
land was ‘incomplete’ but stressed that a 
definitive peace deal hinged on the sole dis- 
pute over how to carry out IRA disarmament. 
“What has been achieved is remarkable, but 
not yet complete,” Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said in Belfast alongside his Irish counterpart 
Bertie Ahem, adding that he was determined to 
“finish the journey” and resolve the deadlock. 
Blairs announcement followed efforts by 
‘Dublin and London to revive the peace process by 
getting the main Protestant group, the Democrat- 
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divisible,” parliament speaker Volodymyr 
Litvin said afterward. 

‘Yushchenko hailed it as “a day of compromise 
that... opens the way for my victory” in the Dec. 26 
rematch with Prime Minister Vitor Yanukovich. 

Yanukovich by con- 
trast slammed “a coup 
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dear (that) is slowly 
taking place in the 
country today... Chaos 
reigns and decisions are 
only taken by force” 
With tears in his 
eyes, hand on his heart 
and his neck wrapped 
ina trademark orange 
scarf, Yushchenko 
hailed his supporters 
in a late night speech 
in Kievs central Inde- 
pendence Square. 
“We are grateful to 
all those who helped 
make Ukraine's or- 
ange revolution a re- 
ality” he said, flanked 
by his allies and fami- 
1y as the crowd erupt- 
ed into chants of "Yu- 
shchen-kol” and "Way 
to go!” that have now 3 
become familiarin the 2 
square. AFP 
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ic Unionist Party (DUP), to agree to share power 
with the main Catholic party Sinn Fein, the politi- 
cal wing of the Irish Republican Army (IRA). 

‘The main stumbling block remains the DUP 
demand for photographic documentation of 
the disarming of the IRA—a demand which 
Sinn Fein feels is intended by the DUP to “hu- 
miliate” the paramilitary group. 

Blair refused to concede failure, saying 
there was “an inevitability in the process that 
isnow locked in.” 

‘Ahern, Blairs partner in getting Protestants 
and Catholics together under the 1998 Good 
Friday peace accords, urged the two parties to 


remain engaged, despite the hardline DUP’s 
refusal up ro now to even sit down at the same 
negotiating table with Sinn Fein. 

“As we maintain our efforts on this initiative, 
everybody needs to play their part in creating a 
climate that is conducive to getting matters over 
the line,” the Irish leader said, suggesting that 
agreement could still be found before Christmas. 

He rejected the idea thar photo-documenting 
disarmament would humiliate the IRA, saying: 
“The forms of transparency that are proposed in 
the government's proposals... have nothing to 
do with surrender or humiliation. Certainty and 
arity are two-way streets.” 
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Year of infamy 
N DEC. 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the 
O United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights. Today, jour- 
nalists in the Philippines have come together to remind 
their readers, viewers and listeners of Article 19 of the 
declaration, to which our country was among the original 
signatories: “Everyone has the right to freedom of opin- 
ion and expression; this right includes 
EDITORIAL freedom to hold opinions without inter- 
ference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless 

of frontiers.” 

About,100 media organizations and individuals have 
signed a pooled statement drafted by the National Union 
of Journalists of the Philippines (NUJP). Timed for the 
observance of International Human Rights Day, the state- 
ment points out that while journalists in other countries 
are jailed, or are subject to harsh censorship and media 
laws, media practitioners in the Philippines are paying an 
even greater- indeed, the ultimate—price: they are be- 
ing murdered with impunity. 

The statement, drafted by the NUJR says that “The 
Philippine press will remember 2004 as a year of infamy. 
We have lost 13 colleagues in what could be work-related 
murders, the highest number in history.” The concern ex- 
pressed by Filipino media people is shared by their col- 
leagues the world over. Reporters Without Borders has 
expressed its deep concern. After Iraq, the Philippines is 
the world's most dangerous country for journalists, the 
group says, adding that the Philippine government must 
“urgently come up with some fresh approaches to halt 
this wave of violence against the press.” 

In condemning the killings, media practitioners point 
out that press freedom is both a universal and specifically 
Filipino right, “enshrined in the Constitution, not because 
aspecial sector demands special privilege, but because it 
helps ensure adherence to all other basic civil liberties.” 
Indeed, the statement adds that “media groups are aware 
that our profession does not suffer alone. We also con- 
demn the killings of judges, lawyers, anti-corruption ad- 
vocates and human rights workers nationwide.” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, in leading the govern- 
ment observance of “National Human Rights Conscious- 
ness Week,” says the “worst violators of human rights” are 
from the New People's Army. That is her view. However, 
sucha view ignores the fact that rebels of any stripe oper- 
ate outside the law, while the government is duty-bound 
not just to enforce the law, but to live according to the 
law. And the most basic law of all is the Constitution. 
When a government fails to both protect its citizens, and 
punish the perpetrators of high crimes, it joins the ranks 
of those living beyond the pale of the law. 

The President, speaking in Malacafiang, praised the 
Commission on Human Rights and the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines for their “quiet but unremitting coopera- 
tion in the human rights education of our military person- 
nel.” She must have forgotten recent cases of callous 
treatment, if not outright intimidation, of media people 
by the military, and the remarkable ineptness of the po- 
lice in investigating and apprehending the murders of 
media men. The President should have read Human 
Rights Commission Chair Purificacion Quisumbing's re- 
port saying that 33 percent of complaints about human. 
rights violations filed with the CHR were allegedly com- 
mitted by the police, while local officials and employees 
accounted for another 13 percent of cases. Of the 1,001 
cases filed with the CHR from January to September this 
year, 812 were cases involving allegations of civil rights 
violations. 

‘What the Philippine media are calling for is what every 
Filipino citizen is entitled to: freedom from intimidation 
and harassment; the chance to practice one’s livelihood 
undeterred by terrorism; the swift and effective prosecu- 
tion of crimes; and the safety of witnesses and other peo- 
ple who can help in the the prosecution of cases, We insist 
on what everyone should expect and demand: a govern- 
ment whose officials, soldiers and policemen protect the 
people, instead of harassing them or proving powerless to 
render them aid and justice. The recourse of all decent 
people should be the courts, the ventilation of public 
opinion, never the assassin’s gun. 
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‘THERE were three significant stories the other 
day: (1) the Pulse Asia survey showing 84 per- 
cent of Filipinos in favor of either cutting or 
abolishing the pork barrel; (2) the Department 
of Sociel Welfare and Development has run out 
of funds for relief operations; and (3) the con- 
tinuing debate on a logging ban and forest pro- 
tection. 

The survey also showed that “79 percent of 
respondents believe more than half or more of 
the budget of a project (funded by the pork 
barrel) goes to corruption.” In short, you can't 
fool the people. They know where the moneyis 
going. Each congressman will get P70 million 
in pork next year, and each senator will get 
P200 million. 

‘Malacafiang had submitted a budget proposal 
with the pork funds cur by 40 percent (to only 
P40 million per congressman) to save P10 billion 
because of the fiscal crisis, but the lawmakers de- 
fied the President and restored the full P70 mil- 
lion, In contrast, the House appropriated only 
P69 million for forest protection for one year. Re- 
peat: the annual budget to protect millions of 
hectares of forests throughout the Philippines is 
even less than the pork of one congressman. Isn't 
that a crying shame? Meanwhile, the DSWD can 
no longer provide enough relief goods to the 
storm victims because it has run out of funds. 

The Inqumee headline said: “Poll shame: 
solons on pork.” But Davao del Sur Rep. Dou- 
glas Cagas said the “pork barrel was nothing to 
be ashamed of.” 

Congressmen are already too thick-skinned 
to be ashamed of anything. But isn't it timely, 
because of the tragedy that the storms have 
‘wrought and the lack of funds to help and reha- 
bilitate the victims, to totally abolish the pork 
barrel now and use the money for forest protec- 
tion and for rehabilitation of the people and 
placeshit hard by the floods and landslides? 

Anyway, congressmen claim that the pork is 
for the people, so let's use the funds intended 
for the pork barrel to really help the people and 
protect the forests so the tragedy that befell 
Real, Nakar and Infanta won't happen again. 
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‘The lawmakers can't object to that (unless 
theyre selfish), and the people will applaud that. 

The Senate can still realign the appropria- 
tions, and if it doesn't, the President can veto 
the allocation for the pork. That will show who 
isthe boss. 

Come to think of it, who really is the boss? 
President Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered the 
suspension of all logging operations, but two 
of her Cabinet members are defying her. Envi- 
ronment Secretary Michael Defensor is de- 
fending the loggers and Trade Secretary Cesar 
Purisima is opposing a total log ban, saying it 
‘would be bad for the economy, If Cabinet 
members don't agree with the President and 
can't obey her orders, shouldn't they resign? 

Defensor even relaxed, on his own, the presi- 
dential ban by allowing the mass cutting and 
transport of timber from “private plantations.” 
These are different from public lands: private 
firms planted the trees there and it seems only 
fair that they should be allowed to harvest them. 
But the trouble with this arrangement is that it 
leaves the door open for private plantation oper- 
ators to poach on public forests and then claim 
thar the timber came from their own plantations. 

This was what the licensed loggers (whom 
Defensor is defending) have been doing. They 
hired poachers to cut timber from public 
forests and then claimed that these came from 
their concessions. 

For his part, Purisima said that with a total 
Jog ban, we would have to import lumber for 
our needs. But do you know that we still export 
logs and lumber even if we are already running 
‘outof forests to cut? 

‘And what's wrong with importing? We are 


TANA tak 
KA 


Oh 


importing almost everything else anyway. Other 
countries like Japan import most of their wood 
needs while preserving their own forests. Even 
the wood for their chopsticks is imported. 

Besides, our construction industry is very 
wasteful in the use of wood. Builders should 
leam to use less wood. The wood used for scaf- 
folding of any one project, for example, is 
‘enough to lay to waste one whole forest. After 
the construction is finished, this wood is not 
good for anything else but firewood. At this rate 
of wastage, even our coconut plantations, now 
that coco lumber is being used for scaffolding, 
will be gone soon. 

Modern construction methods use steel for 
scaffolding. They can be used again and again. 
But many contractors still use wood because it 
is still relatively cheap. If wood is expensive be- 
cause of scarcity, they will learn to use steel in- 
stead. 

In the United States, tropical hardwoods are 
so expensive that they are used only as accents 
in furniture. They are never used for flooring 
or walls or posts like we do here. 

in fact, our builders should study the new 
technology in construction in the United 
States. Instead of wood, they use substitutes 
made of plastics, vinyl and other petrochemi- 
cal products. 

Homes with clapboard walls in the New Eng- 
Jand states use plastic. They look like wood, com- 
plete with grains and whorls, but they/re not. In- 
door walling can look like wood, marble, granite, 
brick, or tiles, but they're really plastic. Whole 
bathrooms come in one piece, complete with toi- 
Jets, bathtubs, washbowl, floor and walls. 

‘These construction materials would be ideal 
for the Philippines. They're cheap, light, don't 
rot like wood does, termite and fungus-proof, 
plus you don't have to paint them. They come 
in different colors. 

What's more, they will help save our forests. 
And, Secretary Purisima, saving our forests is 
more important than our balance of payments. 
Once the forests are gone, they're gone. But 
the economy rises and falls regularly. 


Soft state: Missing the forest and the trees 


THE RECENT landslides have drowned the 
voice of sobriety in cries of indignation, and 
those who champion the morally compelling 
total log ban prevail aver those who speak the 
wisdom of a policy-based selective ban. 

Indignation calls for a total ban. Anything 
Jess will create loopholes that willbe pulled and 
stretched to elastic extremes until the exception 
eventually becomes the rule. Anything less will 
continue the supply of logs that feed the chain 
of corruption from the first police checkpoint, to 
the shipping ports, to the portals of high govern- 
ment. Anything less will sustain the “revolution- 
ary taxation” by the people's purported libera- 
tors. Anything less will keep open (pardon the 
metaphor) the floodgates of indiscriminate log- 
ging in the country. And he who advocates any- 
thing less, they say, should be tarred and feath- 
ered as an enemy of the people. 

“When the whole world is mad, 'tis folly to be 
sane.” The voice of sobriety proposes a selective 
ban that will enable the long-term cultivation of 
replenishable tree farms. Indeed, a total ban 
will hit the real “village people”: subsistence 
farmers who forage for firewood and the other 
rudiments of life. Even today, they already bear 
the brunt of the enforcement of forestry laws, 
My younger sister, Judge Rowena P Socrates of 
Puerto Princesa, Palawan, sadly recounts to me 
how in the courts itis the poor lowly foragers 
‘who typically stand accused but rarely the big- 
time loggers. Just look at the confiscated cut- 
tings, mere “Bitches” of wood. And it falls upon 
her as a judge, alas, merely to enforce the law 
upon the facts presented in the acrual “case and 
controversy” before her while agonizing that 
the truly guilty have remained unindicted, 

The fear is genuine that well-meant regula- 

tions will merely require more permits, and 
each permit issuer along the way will merely 
ask for his share of the loot. Fine-tuned regula- 
tions begin with noble intentions but end up 
merely creating “rent-seeking” moments, or 
‘opportunities for graft and corruption by gov- 
emment officers, or for arm-twisting by the 
vanguards of the Philippine revolution, 
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The fear is genuine that if we have selective 
logging, irresponsible tree murderers will be 
selected over responsible tree cultivators. We 
know our country all too well. Hence the move 
to ban logging across-the-board to simplify en- 
forcement and eliminate all rent-seeking op- 
portunities. 

The fear therefore is that the Republic, a 
“soft state,” is incapable of enforcing nuanced 
laws and would best minimize discretion, in- 
deed minimize any thinking done at ground 
level, because every thought is a step toward 
compromise and corruption. Enlightened 
edicts issued by imperial Manila are watered 
down, diluted and ignored out there in the 
field. (An AFP controller can keep a congres- 
sional hearing at bay, citing no better medical 
reason than sleep apnea, a limp excuse that be- 
speaks not just lack of creativity—even college 
students can concoct better alibis, eg, “the 
printer file wouldn't upload"—but even worse, 
a lack of respect for the elected legislators.) * 

The “soft stare" recalls the 1960s seminal 
work “Asian Drama” by Swedish author Gun- 
nar Myrdal, referring to governments that “re 
quire extraordinarily litle of their citizens" 
and “even those obligations that do exist are 
enforced inadequately, if at all." Elsewhere the 
soft state is described as one “where breaking 
rules and flouting laws is a cultural norm.” 
Whereas in Western states the sense of com- 
munal obligation began with the village and 
was organically perfected into the state, in 
colonial states that process was stunted, lead- 
ing to the "decay of the ancient village organis 
zation without the creation of a substitute.” 
Worse, the anti-colonial struggles romanti- 


cized rebellion against authority, leading to an 
“anarchic attitude” that the newly indepen- 
dent natives then turned against their own. 

This is not to excuse ourselves and once 
again blame others, conveniently shifting fault 
to the colonial encounter. This is rather to un- 
derstand the ongoing debate, We may sound 
like a “Strong Republic” when we purport to 
carry out a total ban on logging, much like the 
total ban on jueteng which, last heard, was fa- 
mously successful. However, we instead con- 
fess to being a “soft state” and make our collec- 
tive mea culpa that we, as nation, are willing to 
sweep away the vulnerable and the responsi- 
ble together with the greedy because we dread 
having to pick and choose one from the other, 
and worse, that we would rather play it safe 
with being rhetorically correct than take a 
chance with being legally imperfect. 

‘The zen masters say that the wise warrior 
will hone a blunt sword to make it sharp but 
not so sharp that the blade becomes brittle. 
‘The debate thathas raged since the storm com- 
pelsus to choose between the bluntness of a to- 
tal ban and the soft state's britle enforcement 
ofa partial ban, 

Ona happier note, I draw strength from the 
outpouring of public giving for relief work, 
proof that the Filipino cares and will put his 
money where his mouth is. It shows that the 
problem lies not in our hearts—we share the 
‘grief of the bereaved father, mother and child. 
‘The problem lies not in our capacity to work 
collectively; to those who say that Filipinos are 
people who excel as individuals but never as a 
team, let them see the fervor of civil society 
giving relief. The true mystery is why we falter 
the moment we act collectively through the 
state, and why the quintessential embodiment 
of the public good swiftly descends to wanton 
spoliation by private greed. In the short-term, 
ler's face it: We succeed best as a group when 
we mobilize the caring Filipino without the 
mediation ofthe state. 


Comments to raul.pangalangan@up.edu.ph 
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Deflecting the issue 


"THE PULSE ASIA survey that found 84 percent of 
Filipinos in favor of either reducing or abolishing 
the congressional pork barrel has struck a raw 
nerve among congressmen. Their reaction was to 
defend the pork, suggesting that there's nothing 
wrong with it while at the same time attacking 
the survey's methodology, thereby deflecting the 
issue away from its abuse. 

‘One congressman said the survey “does notre- 
flect the reality on the ground, which is that our 
constituents appreciate the projects we're bring- 
ing home through our pork barrel.” Some sug- 
gested that rather than taking seriously findings 
of opinion polls, the issue should be submitted to 
anational referendum, 

‘According to the survey, 54 percent said the 
pork barrel funds should be merely reduced and 
not totally eliminated, while a smaller percentage 
(35) wanted it abolished, and only 16 percent fa- 
vored retaining the pork at its current level. 

‘There's little doubt that if pork were submitted 
to a referendum, it would win hands down, sim- 

ly because the infusion of pork-barrel funds into 
[otal projects brings visible results that are no less 
than vote buying. There's no question that roads, 
school houses, irrigation units, artesian wells, 
basketball courts, health centers will be “appreci- 
ated” by congressmen's constituents. But the con- 
version of pork barrel funds into local projects 
begs the question, 

The issue is about abuse of the pork barrel 
funds and it is tied to corruption in that the pork 
represents leakage of and inefficient use of public 
funds. It is linked to kickbacks from contracts for 
the construction of projects. The Pulse Asia sur- 
vey reflects public revulsion to the linkage be- 
tween pork and corruption, not revulsion to the 
pork barrel per se. So, by proposing a referendum 
bn the pork, congressmen are misrepresenting 
the issue, raising the wrong issue and are seeking 
to cloak abuse of the pork-barrel funds with the 
legitimacy derived from referendum results. 

“A referendum ought to be an argument against 
abuse of the pork barrel. It would demonstrate 


RABAT--Receiving the “Global Leaders Award” 
in the 2004 Global Media Awards, held in this 
capital city of Morocco last Sunday, was Nouzha 
Skalli, a member of the Moroccan Parliament. A 
member of the House of Representatives since 
2002, but a politician and public servant for over 
30 years, starting with her initial exposure in 
campus politics, Skalli, according to the Wall 
Street Journal, has become "a major force behind 
major changes in the Moroccan Parliament, 
working all her life (on advocacy for) gender 
equality and human rights.” 

She is credited with leading the struggle for the 
successful passage of the New Family Code 
which, as she put it in her response, “grants wom- 
en equality and co-responsibility and considers 
women at long last full-fledged citizens, a truly 
revolutionary move.” The focus on the links be- 
tween democracy, human rights and gender 
equality, said Skalli, “are so vital, like air and wa- 
ter” for achieving sustainable development and 
equality forall people. 

Skalli dedicated her award to “my country and 
my King,” who she said “supports the rights of 
Moroccan women." A symbolic but nonetheless 
significant step forward for gender equality, she 
added, has been the public role given to the 
King's wife, Princess Selma, who has become a 
role model for young Moroccan women, an un- 
precedented development for the monarchy. 
BUT revolutionary change doesn't only take 
place in parliaments or the royal family. For 
change to take root, it must be embraced by in- 
dividuals and families, and if Skalli's family 
life is anything to go by, then it seems there is 
no turning back for Morocco's march toward 
modernization. 

Mohammed Bennis, Skalli's husband of 26 
years, has been solidly behind his wife's politi- 
cal career even if, he admits, “it's embarrass- 
ing at times, especially when people address 
me as Mr, Skalli.” A professional simultaneous 
interpreter and language teacher, Bennis says 

. that when he first told his parents about his 
marriage plans and they wanted to meet his fi- 
ancée, he told them, “You can see what she 
looks like in the posters on the streets since 
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that the projects funded by public works are be- 
ing used to buy electoral favor to legitimize the 
corruption and wasteful use of the pork. 

‘One finding of the survey cannot be ignored. It 
found that "79 percent of respondents believe 
that half or more of the budget of a project or pro- 
gram ofa legislator goes to corruption.” Its fair to 
Say that local constituencies expect their con- 
gressmen to bring projects to their electorates, 
but that it would be in their interests that public 
monies are spent exclusively on projects rather 
than siphoned off to congressmen's pockets as 
kickbacks. 

‘The administration has cut by 40 percent to P40 
million the pork barrel of each congressman and to 
P120 million that of each senator in the 2005 na- 
tional budget, as a cost-cutting measure to avert a 
fiscal crisis. The proposed cuts were estimated to 
save almost P10 billion. But the House of Repre- 
sentatives last month decided to retain the full P70 
million pork barrel for each member. 

One finding tended to show that neither the 
administration nor the legislature was serious 
about taking tough measures to curb the deficit. 
‘According to the survey, President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo had failed to convince the public that her 
package of economic reforms was the answer to 
the fiscal and debt problems. The survey said 63 
percent of respondents believed that the Presi- 
denthad “no adequate” response to the fiscal and 
debt woes; 35 percent said the government did 
not have effective programs; and 28 percent 
could not say one way or the other. Only 37 per- 
‘cent agreed with the statement, “The government 
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she's running for office.” They have two chil- 
dren, both of whom are young adults and 
studying abroad. 

Apart from Skalli, the other Moroccan 
awardees recognized at the Awards Dinner 
graced by the Moroccan ministers of health, 
information and social services and some par- 
liamentarians, were, as I mentioned in an ear- 

column, the Ennakhil Association for the 
“Gender Equity Award,” and the Moroccan 
Family Planning Association which received 
the “Country Award.” 
THE OTHER winners of this year's Global Media 
Awards are no less accomplished. Awarded for 
“Best Individual Reporting Effore" was Zubeida 
Mustafa, assistant editor of Dawn, a daily news- 
paper in English published in Pakistan. An edito- 
rial writer on social issues and international af- 
fairs, Zubeida was recognized for her articles 
highlighting initiatives contained in the Program 
of Action of the International Conference on Pop- 
ulation and Development which marks its 10th 
anniversary this year. 

Recognized as “Most Conscientious News 
Service” was Inter Press Service (IPS), repre- 
sented by Ramesh Jaura, Euro-Mediterranean 
coordinator for the agency. Asked by a Moroc- 
can journalist what award “gives him the most 

" Werner Fornos, president of Popula- 

cute, singled out IPS, which has made 
reporting on issues confronting the developing 
world a priority. “Their work shows us that so- 
cial development is a great investment,” said 
Fornos, “cheaper than investing in war.” 

Radio Tanzania was awarded “Best Radio Pro- 
gramming,” particularly for two of its programs: 
“wende Na Wakari” (Let's Move with the Times), 


has effective programs to address the fiscal and 
debt crisis." 

Emmanuel de Dios, Pulse Asia research fellow, 
said, "These results suggested that if the govern- 
ment indeed has a plan of action for dealing with 
the crisis, then either this plan is still not general- 
1y known, or people doubt its effectiveness or the 
government’ will to implement it.” 

‘These findings echo an observation by De Dios, 
during a Philippine Update workshop last Octo- 
ber. In his paper, De Dios said the President “has 
thus far failed to exert the kind of leadership re- 
quired to steer the economy out of danger and 
demand sacrifice and solidarity from both the 
population and the political class.” 

Most crucially his paper said, “The administra- 
tion has not elucidated a coherent roadmap out 
of the fiscal crisis, with discordant voices, mixed 
signals, and confused proposals emanating from 
the President, her Cabinet, and the administra- 
tion's supporters in the legislature.” 

“Having halfheartedly pointed to the prob- 
lem,” the paper said, “the administration now ap- 
pears to be more concerned with putting some 
distance between itself and difficult (especially 
new tax) measures than with ensuring that the 
proper action is indeed taken.” 

‘The failure to take determined action to push 
unpopular fiscal reforms, including cutting the 
pork barrel, is undermining efforts of the admin- 
{stration to avert the downgrading of the coun- 
tuys credit rating. The paper issued last August 
by 11 UP School of Economics professors warned 
that the country faced financial collapse if it did 
not take drastic measures to curb the deficit. The 
paper delivered a shock, prompting the President 
to acknowledge that the deficit was the most ur- 

mt problem facing the county. Since then, 

ere has been backsliding in the determination 
to undertake reforms in the form of cost-cutting 
and new taxes. The UP paper emphasized that 
new taxes and cost-cutting, including drastic 
slashes of the pork barrel were both necessary. 
Now the pork has been saved. 
n’ 
a very popular radio soap opera; and “Mambo 
Bomba” (Cool Things), a show for young people. 
Both shows focus on family life, while addressing 
population issues, including sexual and repro- 
ductive health and HIV/AIDS. Martha Swai, the 
program coordinator and my roommate on this 
trip through Morocco, won the award previously 
in 2000, receiving her plaque from former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada the day before he was forced 
to vacate Malacafiang. 

The Worldwatch institute's World Watch Mag- 
azine, a bi-monthly journal concerned with envi- 
ronmental issues, was awarded “Best Population 
Journal” for its special issue on reproductive 
health and population concerns, “Population: Be- 
yond the Numbers.” Danielle Nierenberg, who 
authored many of the articles in that publication, 
represented the magazine. 

CITED for “Best Population/Environmental 
Reporting Effort” was Centro Centroame: 
cano de Poblacion in Costa Rica, for its publ 
cation “Poblacion y Salud en Mesoamerica,” 
which examines potential relations between 
fertility and the access to and use of natural re- 
sources in Peten, Guatemala. 

‘Winning the award for best team reporting 
effort was “Salud Publica de Mexico,” a bi- 
monthly journal published by the National In- 
stitute of Public Health of Mexico. 

‘The “Best Combined Media Effort” award 
went to the Bangladesh Center for Communi- 
cation Programs, cited for “Know Yourself,” an 
integrated communication campaign aimed at 
Bangladeshi youth. 

This columnist was cited for “{writing) tire- 
lessly of the Philippine society's unmet need 
for access to reproductive health services and 
information...and consistently (standing up) 
to reproductive health advocacy detrac- 
tors...(being) at the frontlines of the continu- 
ous struggle to inform and educate people.” 

Much of the credit for this honor goes to my 
family—in the broadest sense of the word, to in- 
dude my loved ones, my colleagues in the In- 
quer, my sisters in the women's movement, my 
friends in sexual and reproductive health and 
rights advocacy, and all of you, faithful readers. 


A sense of life in the past 


WHEN tourists (both foreign and Filipino) walk 
near San Agustin Church and the Casa Manila 
complex, they will notice that this is one small 
spot of Intramuros that has cobblestone streets. 
The sound of calesa bells or the wooden wheels 
on the stone conjures many romantic notions 
about life in the Walled City. Often I hear people 
exclaim that it would have been wonderful to live 
im Spanish Manila, and 1 often feel like bursting 
the bubble and saying that then, as now, if one 
was not wealthy, life could be uncomfortable, 

‘Travel accounts of the islands give us a real 
sense of life in the past. If you take one of those 
exorbitantly priced calesa rides around Intra- 
muros today, you get a quaint ride because most 
streets are paved and the wooden wheels are 
lined with rubber creating less noise and a 
smooth ride. When Ethel Colquhoun and her hus- 
band Andrew arrived in Manila at the tum of the 
last century, they did not have confirmed hotel 
bookings. They must have presumed that nobody 
‘would bother to visit Manila and so they could 
find a decent room in the best place in town, Ho- 
tel de Oriente, outside Intramuros whose impos- 
ing façade is often the subject of old pho- 
tographs. 

“The hotel was full but for one room, and so the 
opportunistic clerk charged them $7 per person 
for this small single room with a single bed. There 
‘were four people in the party who looked and 
“felt dusty, hot and badly dressed.” They were 
told to take the room at that price or leave it. 

Of course they left, with Ethel saying she 
‘would rather sleep in the street than be had. Now 
they had to find another hotel and couldn't do 
that on foot. Since they didn't know anyone of 
consequence in Manila, they had no ride and had 
to get the ancestor of today’s FX taxi: 

“after some delay we got a litle box on wheels 
and rattled away in search of other quarters. Car- 
riages, be it here noted, are hard to hire in Mani- 
Ja, most people keeping their own. Everyone 
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drives, so the demand is frequently larger than 
the supply” (It must have been a good day be- 
cause there is no mention of traffic that then, as 
now, plagued Manila. Haven't you noticed the 
irony of the word “rush hour"? One cannot rush 
at this time because of traffic. Another example 
would be “salvage,” which the dictionary defines 
as saving something but in the Philippines means 
disposing of someone bodily. Thats material for 
another column, so to get back to Colquhoun's 
taxiride:) 

"The carromatta is a two-wheeled cart, with a 
cover; there is room for rwo Filipinos inside, or for 
‘one European and a half, The driver sits on a litle 
perch Just in front, and the only way in is to climb 
over the wheel, The carromarta we hired on this 
‘occasion was not very sure of its wheels, and as we 
joggled and jolted along over the bad roads and 
cobblestone-paved streets, the driver eyed them 
nervously. Every now and then came a sickening 
heave and wrench as we bumped into a hole, and 
our heads were banged first against the sides of 
the cover and then against each other. Luckily the 
wheels held until we had passed along some Span- 
ish-looking streets—white and grey houses with 
the inevitable rajas—through a low arched open- 
ing in the thick wall, which looks much older than 
itis, and into the walled city. T was too much en- 
gaged with holding my head on and watching the 
Wheels to notice much of the city." 

Climbing into this vehicle one had to grasp on 
the wheels for support, and knowing how dirty 


the streets were at the time, this could be quite 
disagreeable. We have air pollution today, but in 
those days when the term “horsepower” was tak- 
en literally, you can imagine that there was a bit 
more than air pollution in Manila. One had to 
mind where one was walking not only because of 
potholes but horse droppings. Seating capacity as 
mentioned above wes for two Filipinos, the equiv- 
alent of one and a half European passenger. One 
wonders if an oversized lone Westerner was 
charged twice, because even on a jeepney today 
the driver always tries to pack the seats. He looks 
back through his mirror and barks “animan yan,” 
meaning six people per row. Often this is a signal 
for everyone to compress, or for mothers to put a 
child (who rides free) on her lap and accommo- 
date the sixth passenger. However, I was once 
seated with a fat lady the size of two passengers 
and the driver kept telling us to squeeze together 
because “animan yan” instead of shaming the 
‘obese and charging her twice, 

‘All postwar travel accounts of the Philippines 
‘marvel about the jeepney—its wild colors and the 
number of mirrors and horses on the hood—but 
donot pick up what to us is ordinary: Passing your 
fare up front. Witty signs like "God knows Hudas 
not pay” Or even the various ways to stop the jeep 
if itis not fitted with a wire or button that rings a 
bell or flashes a red light by the driver. Normally, 
the Pinoy often refrains from ordering the driver 
“Para” so the more polite “Sa tabi lang, po" is 
used, Non-verbal signals often differ according to 
sex: Men will knock on the ceiling, while women 
will demurely hiss “Pssst!” 

We see this but rarely notice the everyday de- 

tails. 
Friends say 1 should have been an anthropolo- 
gist rather than a historian because I mine travel 
‘accounts for everyday detail, providing more body 
to a history that will otherwise be dull and dry. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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IT'S been 56 years since the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was adopted by the United Nations: yet the term “hu- 
man rights" continues to be the subject of many debates. 

The most heated arguments revolve around claims that, 
“human rights” is “Western” and “individualistic” and that 
many cultures, these “Western” ideas often run counter to 
the interests of the community or even ofan entire nation. In 
our part of the world 
these debates use 
terms like “Asian val- 
ues” and ‘commu. 
nalism,” pitted 
against Western “hu- 
man rights” and 
democracy. Michael L. Tan ¢ *** 

We hear varia rd 
tions in the Philippines with references to our “demo-crazy” 
and having “too much human rights” as the cause of our un- 
derdevelopment. What we need, we're told, are leaders will- 
ing to dispense with human rights and get the country go- 


ing. 
é Rights, rights 

After years of following these debates, I've come to feel 
thatthe debates will be futile if we continue to argue over ab- 
stractions. What we need to do is find out what popular per- 
ceptions are about rights, and how these perceptions affect 
our decisions in private and public life, from the household 
tonational governance. 

Inrelation to human rights, we can look at the terms peo- 
ple use locally: the English “human rights” for example, as 
‘wells the Tagalog “karapatan.” But we don't stop with iden- 
tifying the words. Even more importantly, we look at hig 
these words are used. £ 

“Human rights,” for example, is still often invoked deri- 
sively, best exemplified by the way people spit out the words 
‘with sarcasm. I hear this quite often with our AM radio coi 
mentators, when they try to explain problems in mga 
“too much human tights.” To give one common example, We 
often hear sarcastic references to “rights” in the mass media, 
with claim that government tolerates the informal settlers 
(the politically correct term) in deference to human rights. 
“Pa rights rights pa kasi,” people will mumble, the repetitiorr 
ofthe term being a way, in local languages, of expressing dist 


approval 
What should be 3 

Note that while the English “rights” will often be used nég- 
atively, the Tagalog “karapatan” is almost always used posi 
tively, standing solidly as something that is desirable, Th 
term's root word is “dapat”, or what should be, which is ix- 
many ways like the English “right” with its ethical connota- 
tions: “right” in the sense of “not wrong” is determined by a, 
society's notions of what should be. pe 

‘The problems come in the way we determine “what shout 
be.” Ideally, we should have certain guiding ethical principles 
in deciding “what should be.” Certain ethical principles canbe 
invoked here, dealing with issues of justice (Is it fait?), auton- 
omy (Does it respect the individual?), maleficence (Does, it 
avoid harm?) and beneficence (Does it do good?) j; 

Unfortunately, out in the real world, we tend to be more 
rigid, defining “what should be” in terms of received tradi: 
tions, some of which were not necessarily wise or just. In re- 
cent years, the term “reproductive rights” has been used gg. 
describe, among others, the right to decide how many chil- 
dren one should have, when to have them and in what inter 
vals. That right would seem commonsensical yet "reproduc 
tive rights” have been attacked by religious conservatives, A 
mural on Shaw Boulevard captures this view showing Jesus 
with a child and the caption: “This is a child; not a choice.” 
Religions can be regressive in the way they promote this ab- 
solute view, often claiming that “what should be" is what has 
always been. 

In other cases, we believe we have the right to do somé- 
thing because everyone's doing it. We complain, for exam 
ple, about buses and jeeps blocking vehicular flow when they 
stop at road intersections to pick up passengers; yet, when 
we're the ones commuting, we stop these public utility vehi- 
cles at those crossings to get on. Here, irrational and mutu 
ly destructive behavior is transformed into the norm, shap- 
ing our ideas of what's “right” and “rights.” 

Entitlement 

We get even more insights into local views of rights by: 
looking at the wonderfully succinct word: K. 1 don't mean the, 
"K in texting (which means OK) but the k as in “May kka 
ba?" (Do you have k?). The word “karapatan” is drastically 
abbreviated to one letter, yet this “K” is packed with mean» 
ings. 

“Think of how “K" is used in different situations. Til just 
give one example: In sing-along joints, you often hear very, 
bad karaoke singers croaking away with people around him 
Whispering in exasperation that he has no “k" rosing. ~ 

“K” tells us that our notions of rights are tied to entitle: 
ment. Your bad karaoke singer thinks he sounds like Frank 
Sinatra and therefore that entitles him to hog the miero- 
phone and to do “My Way” over and over again until some- 
‘one guns him down. a 

Mind you, these fatal shoor-outs do happen, which ledds 
me to another example of "k": the gunman is probably some- 
one who drives an SUV with a “ProGUN” sticker. He believes. 
its his right to carry a gun everywhere he goes and, worse, 
that the gun gives him the “K” to rid society of scum (defined, 
with time, to refer to anyone who disagrees with him, or who 
won't yield the karaoke microphone), Ka 

Tm not being facetious here. So many of our problems do 
in fact emerge from these notions of entitlement, noti 
which are tied to status, whether ascribed as in class, ord 
quired through a diploma (real or fake), or havinga gun. ° ` 

The privileges are often tied to power with some rather 
paradoxical variations. The poor, for example, may seem dis: 
enfranchised but can, in many instances, play around with 
entitlements tied, precisely, to poverty. I'm poor, therefóré 
Tm entitled to free services. Pm poor, and there's this empty 
lot, therefore I'm entitled to use it, NG 

Dissecting concepts of rights and entitlements might help 
us to deal with all kinds of problems. Just look at corruptipa 
for example, with the rationalization: “I have to feed my 
family so. . * Unless people understand that this corrupted 
entitlement means depriving many other families of whats 
due them, we will end up with perverted notions of “right? 
and “rights.” : 

‘There's much more to karapatan and human rights, byt | 
thought I'd just offer a few insights for today to stimulate 
more in-depth discussion of rights in Philippine settings to 
that we can move forward, away from self-centered privi- 
Jeged entitlement toward the original ethical connotatigns 
of “dapat,” of what should be, for my own and for others’ 
good. a 
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Avoice for VOICE oy 

Noel Cabangon sings tomorrow night, Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. 
Cinema 4, SM Megamall. Proceeds go to the UPbased Volun- 
teer Organizations Information Coordination and Exchange 
(VOICE), a national network of volunteer organizations 
‘Tickets available at TicketNet outlets, or call 928-8969°r 
0918-9375075. The fund-raiser will also feature Hannah'of 
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Perils of marijuana 
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pines. 


Tam a Filipino now living in the 


‘marijuana has been sold legally in 
coffee shops since the 19605. 
If the legalization of mari 


na has 


do mot know how. Maybe in 


terms 


Tourists cross the border just to 
get it. But I have seen how it has 
destroyed many lives and I can 
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say drugs kill (softly). 

The longterm use of drugs 
leads to behavioral problems and 
a form of psychosis (according to 

sh research), leaving the vic- 
tims in the calvary of the “walking 
dead.” And the Netherlands, with ey: 
its organized welfare system, 
leaves addicts always with money 
to spend on drugs which are ex- 
pensive. 

Still, there are illegal “planta- 
tions” (grown inside caravans or 
warehouses). Of course, where 


lize marijuana in the Philip- 


Netherlands, 2 country where 


done the country good, 1 


of tourism money, yes. 
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there is a demand there will al- 
ways be people who will provide 
the supply in order to make mon- 


1f there are violations in the 
Netherlands where the people are 
supposed to have more sense of 
maturity and independence, how 
much more in the Philippines? 


mess222@hotmail.com 


OPINION... 


iene Real issue in Hacienda Luisita 
‘THE COJUANGCO family, the po- 
lice and the military are trying to 
skirt the real issue in Hacienda 
Luisita by making it appear. that 
there were agents provocateurs in 
the ranks of the farmworkers—the 
reason why the strike tumed vio- 
lent. 

‘The fact is that the ownership 
and control of more than 6,000 
hectares of land remain with the 
Cojuangco family. The stock distri- 
bution option (SDO) implement- 
ed in 1990 has not resulted in a 
better life for the majority of the 


—TESS CRUZ, 


Hacienda Luisita workers. Thou- 
sands of workers are given work 
for only a day or two in a week, 
forcing them to get loans or cash. 
advances from the management. 
Thus, their individual shares of 
the profit, which are computed 
based on the number of hours 
they work, are much, much small- 
er compared to the shares of regu- 
Jar, office-based employees. 

The conversion of more than 
1,500 hectares into industrial, 
commercial or residential use has 
further reduced the work opportu- 
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nities at Hacienda Luisita. 

Itis high time for the Arroyo ad- 
ministration to strictly implement 
the land acquisition and distribu- 
tion scheme of the government's 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program, and to veer away from 
non-land distribution, schemes 
such as the SDO and corporative 
models, 

—RAPFY REY HIPOLITO, 
policy advocacy officer, 
FIAN Philippines, 
2149-B Fidel A. Reyes St, 
Malate, Manila 


On logging 


THE REAL problem is a system that allows the 
violation of our forests to go unpunished for 
years and years. This problem should be ad- 
dressed jointly and with real concern by the 
legislative, judicial and executive branches of 
government--Rodolfo Kintanar, 67 AS 
Matahimik St, Teachers Village, Diliman, 
Quezon City, via e- 

mail 


It is sad and ironic 


VOICES ON 
that we have to wait INQ7.NET 
for tragedies to hap- 


pen before we put up measures to prevent 
them. 

illegal logging has been a problem in our 
country for decades, but we have yer to see 
anyone punished or a solution being imple- 
mented to solve it. 

Whether we should impose a total or selec- 
tive log ban was already a subject of debate 
some years ago, but nothing happened. It is up 
to the media to “sensationalize” this issue and 
thus keep it in the public mind. If they have to 
do this for years, let that be so, We all know the 
power of the media in moving government in- 
toaction. 

‘The closer we look at our leaders, the more 
we see that our government itself is a tragedy. 
They are always bickering and playing politics 
instead of dealing with the real problems of 
the country. 

It is my sense that responsible media people 
should help in saving our country by promot- 
ing social awareness, especially of environ- 
mental issues —Jojo Santos, 20 Malaya St., 
Taytay, Rizal, via e-mail 

Instead of putting the blame completely on 
the New People's Army, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo should look into the participation of lo 
cal government officals in illegal logging. The 
negligence of the officials of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources also con- 
tributed to the disaster. They must be held ac- 
countable for it—Romeo Alcantara, Baliuag, 
Bulacan, via e-mail 

The death and destruction caused by the 
storm “Winnie” in Quezon, Nueva Vizcaya and 
Bicol bear eerie similarities to the flash flood 
that swept Ormoc City in Leyte some few years 
ago. I remember that back then the cause was 
also logging 

Anyone who takes the short Philippine Air- 
lines flight from Manila to Baguio would not 
be surprised that the horrible, recent tragedy 
happened. I myself have seen the extent of log- 
ging in the Sierra Madre mountain range. 

How many more Ormocs, Quezons and Au- 
toras will the country experience before our 
leaders act on this problem with genuine con- 
cem and sincerity? We all know there is only 
one cause for such disasters—the wanton diste- 
gard of public interest. When will we, Filipinos, 
learn?—Marcos Boado, Singapore, via e-mail 

I believe that the solution should be a total, 
countrywide ban on logging, The DENR should 
have long ago defined which forest areas are to 
be exempt from logging activities and, in issuing 
permits to logging operators, should have set 
boundaries and limitations on the logging activi- 
ties. Unfortunately with the government’ failure 
to take these measures, lives have been lost. 

We should impose a total log ban and start 
reforestation before the next tragedy 
comes—Jonathan Lacuesta, 01-143, Bik. 
317, Bt. Batok St. 32, Singapore 650317, via 
e-mail 

Ilegal logging is rampant in the provinces 
where local authorities connive with men in uni- 
form, officials of front-line agencies and the log 
gers in abusing and destroying our forests. The 
civilians easily become the victims of their greed 
in furure disasters. Unless this grand conspiracy 
is put to an end, we can expect worse scenarios 
in the future —Ben Repol, Stavangergasse, 4- 
12-02, Vienna, Austria, via e-mail 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers! Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquir- 
er, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and 
Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a 
Jax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 
Teadersadvocate@ inquirercom,ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
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Now, Abenson gives you 
4 raffles, great giveaways, and 
installment this Christmas! 


True to Holidays 
traditions, Abensok 
celebrates Christmas with 
loads of fun! This year, 
more than ever, Abenson 
has cooked up raffle 
promotions, freebies and 
‘easy installment plan to 
mako appliance shopping 
hassle free for everyone! 
Shoppers can enjoy all 
these this Christmas! 
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Camarines town 
water sources 
contaminated 


PILI, Camarines Sur—Several sources 
of drinking water here were found 
positive of the salmonella typhi bacte- 
ria that causes typhoid fever. 


‘The contaminated water was blamed for a ty- 
phoid outbreak in 26 villages since November. 

‘Contaminated water samples were taken 
from the upland village of Curry and were 
tested. They were found positive for the ty- 
phoid-causing bacteria. 

Curry Village is where water from the Hi- 
maao River is filtered and pooled before it 
goes toa chlorination treatment plant. 

“The DOH has declared a typhoid epidemic in 
this town aftr the number of infected individuals 
climbed to 166 on the third week of November 

It claimed the life of a 45-year-old woman 
from the village of Tagbong on Nov. 26. The 
‘woman developed typhoid complications. 

Dr. Alejo Aralar of the provincial health of- 
fice said even as the number of documented 
cases went down, the health office sees the 
possibility of a resurgence of the disease. 

Aralar said it was too early to come to the 
conclusion that the epidemic was over be- 
cause persons with suspected typhoid fever 
are till being brought to the health office. 

Some of the symptoms of typhoid are feverand 
abdominal pains that last for five or more days. 

Patients’ stool or blood is tested to confirm 
the disease. 

He said there are instances when infected 
persons would show no symptoms because of 
strong immune systems. 

Aralar said he suspects that the contamina- 
tion, which he said usually comes from fecal 
‘wastes, could have been caused by several farm- 
ing families living within the watershed area. 


He said that the watershed areas must be free 
from any human activity and encroachment to 
ensure the safety of drinking water that the lo- 
cal water utilities distribute to households, 

Paulino Cunanan, manager of the Pili Local 
Water District (Piwad), confirmed that about six 

families are living within the watershed 
area in Curry but said they could not eject them, 

Cunanan said he is appealing to the local 
govemment unit of this town, the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources and the 
Department of Agrarian Reform to relocate the 
farming families outof the watershed area. 

But the local government insisted that the Pi- 
wad is solely responsible for securing the perime- 
ters of the watershed area and to make sure the 
water source is free from contamination. 

Vice Mayor Ronald Boclot ofthis town, act- 
ing local chief executive during the interview 
on Tuesday, said that it is the local water utili- 
ty that must initiate the clearing of the water- 
shed area of human encroachment. 

Boclot added that they would make the Pi- 
wad liable for the outbreak of typhoid ifit was 
established that water from household 
faucets caused the yphoid epidemic. 

The vice mayor quoted Piwad as saying it 
doubted whether the typhoid outbreak was 
caused by water it supplies to households in 
the town. 

Piwad, said the vice mayor, believes the 
outbreak could have been caused by factors 
other than contaminated water. 

Cunanan said that they did not doubt the re- 
sult ofthe DOH test on five water samples but ex- 
plained that the samples came from the untreat- 
ed filtered water drawn from the Himaao Rivet. 

Juan Escandor Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 
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NPA executes man 
wanted for rape 


ByChito A. Fuentes 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TAGBILARAN CITY—The New People's Army 
(NPA) announced that it executed the alleged 
public enemy no. 1 of Sevilla town in Bohol. 

Ina statement sent by e-mail to the INguia- 
sn, National Democratic Front (NDF) Central 
Visayas spokesperson Rio de la Montana said 
elements of the NPAs Chocolate Hills Com- 
mand executed Victor Cutin, 24, last Dec. 3. 

De la Montana said Cutin was responsible 
for the abduction and rape of a 16-year-old 
girl on Aug. 12 and the shooting of Sevilla 
‘Councilor Eleazar Digal on Nov. 6. 

‘The NDF spokesperson said Cutin was ar- 
rested by NPA fighters on Nov. 15 and was 
“put on trial” before he was found guilty by a 
nine-man jury of the “people's court.” 

Policemen in Sevilla recovered Cutin’s 
body in Barangay Bonbon, Loboc town on 
Saturday morning. 

Cutin allegedly abducted at knife point the 
teenager in the presence of her friends at 
about 9 p.m. last Aug. 12 in Barangay Lico-Li- 
co, Sevilla. 

He brought the victim to a forested area in 
Sitio Ka-ojoy, Barangay Villa Aurora in neigh- 
boring Bilar town and raped her twice. 

‘The victim was able to escape around noon 
the next day and was brought by Villa Aurora 
residents to the Bilar police where Sevilla po- 


Tubal ligation angers archbishop 


DAGUPAN GITY--LingAyen-Dagupan Arch- 
bishop Oscar Cruz has rebuked local officials 
who, he said, enticed women to “mutilate their 
bodies” by giving them food if they undergo 
tubal ligation, a family planning procedure. 

Cruz was reacting to reports about two 
Pangasinan mayors who asked the Voluntary 
Sterilization Itinerant Team (VSIT) of the 
provincial government to conduct tubal liga- 
tion among women who wanted to undergo 
the procedure in their towns. 

San Manuel Mayor Salvador Perez gave 
each of the 29 women in his town a half sack 
of rice and a bag of groceries. He also 
promised to give them goats as part of his 
livelihood program for the town's poor. 

Asingan Mayor Guillermo Piso asked the 
VSIT to conduct tubal ligation among women 
inhis town. 

But their actions caught the ire of Cruz, 2 
former president of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines. 


licemen fetched her 

Last Aug. 18, the victim filed charges of 
forcible abduction and rape at the office of the 
provincial prosecutor against Cutin who man- 
aged to elude a manhunt conducted by the | 
police and Army soldiers. 

De la Montana said that on Oct. 1, the NPA 
started conducting consultations with its lo- 
cal organizations in several barangays in 
Sevilla to address the “climate of fear” created 


in the area by the failure of government [Y 


troops to arrest Cutin. 

He said the rape victim signed a swom affi- | 
davit before a rebel representative on Nov. 8 
declaring her intention to pursue the abduc- 
tion and rape charges against Cutin. 

On Nov. 6, Cutin tried to kill Digal in his | 
house but he missed. The assassination failed 
as his second shot hit the councilor only in the 
left hand after his first shot misfired. 

Cutin vented his ire on a stray carabao, 
which he stabbed dead as he fled after shoot- 
ing the councilor. | 

Dela Montana said Cutin himself admitted 
that Digal, who chairs the Sevilla council 
peace and order committee, had “persecuted” 
him for his suspected involvement in robbery. 

‘The rebels have also announced they were 
forming a court to try criminal charges against 
environment official being held responsible for 
the deaths brought by flooding and landslides 
asa result of Typhoon “Winnie.” 


“For these officials, the poor have still to be 
exploited, shamed (and) degraded,” he said 
ina statement. 

“They entice (the women) to mutilate their 
bodies. They are told they have no right to 
multiply: They are enticed with a bag of food 
ifthey cut their insides,” Cruz said. 

He lamented that some people are turning 
desperate to lessen population. He said these 
people consider human births “a big curse” 
and they look at babies “with great disgust.” 

“Instead of the poor being patiently and effec- 
tively taught about responsible parenthood, 
(these officals take) parenthood away from 
them. Instead of education, they are led to muti- 
Jation—shamefully, cruelly, irreversibly” he said. 

“One can simply wonder where these indi- 
viduals would be if their own mother or fathers 
cut or tie their tubes that would bring them in- 
to the world. If their fathers and mothers were 
still alive, would they cheer for them? Yolanda 
Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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The biggest 


BLIMS 


Christmas Sale ever 


This Christmas, BLIMS gives you the hottest deal yet. In the coolest 
season of the year. Save up to 40% on your purchases of the best 
brands of fine lifestyle furniture. And on selected credit cards, get 0% 
interest up to 18 months on items at regular prices. It's the best 
Christmas Sale of all. 


Come to BLIMS’ biggest Christmas Sale. Choose from many brands, 
styles and colors of furniture. Spruce up your place, personalize 
your space. 


Na DESCRIPTION 


GENEVIEVE SOFA SET with (1) 3-seate, (1) 
with throw pilow, fabnc 


WINCHESTER WN-245 ova! coffee table, oak finish 


WINCHESTER WN-246 oval end table, oak finish 


WINCHESTER WN-244 console table, oak finish 
JOELIANE sofa set with (1) 3-seater, 
fixed seat cushion with throw pillows, fabric 


PECASA SY 3048 diring eat for four with) dining table, 
(Ajdning chairs wan cushion, wenge finish 


DT 3205 diring table, glasstop. black metal siver 


DC BOSSL dining chak, black PVC 


ST 145C loveseat. top grain spit leather 
BAR STOOL BS111 in black or white finish 


= 0% interest on al salo tems for 3 months. 


The BLIMS Christmas Sale 
November 12 to December 31, 2004 
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Miners pull out 4 survivors buried 


From page Al 


lashing Quezon 
provinces. 

‘As of 6 p.m. yesterday, a rescue team 
composed of commercial miners and 
soldiers had pulled-out 99 bodies, ac- 
cording to Army Col. Jaime Buenaflor, 
commanding officer of the 202nd 
Brigade. 

He said rescue work at the site actual- 
ly started on Dec. 1, and military relief 
operations in the village as early as Nov. 
30, 

Horacio Ramos, Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau (MGB) director, said 
rescue operations would continue in 
Quezon because miners believe there are 
still others waiting to be rescued under 
therubble, 

“We are doing it very carefully, yet we 

know we have to buy time because it has 
already been days since these people 
have been trapped,” said Ramos, whose 
agency is coordinating the emergency re- 
sponse operation. 
"Through the Philippine Mine Safety 
‘and Environment Association (PMSEA), 
Benguet Corp, Lepanto Consolidated 
Mining Co. and Philex Mining Corp. sent 
43 of their rescue experts to Quezon. 

“We have to give it to the miners, to 
the PMSEA and to the minerals industry 
for leading this operation,” Ramos said. 

Ramos, who is also the PMSEA vice 
president, went to Real on Thursday, to- 
gether with PMSEA president Emesto 
Rodriguez and other officers of the orga- 
nization. 

“PMSEA currently has a team of doc- 
tors and medical workers in Sitio Umiray 
and Maligaya in General Nakar, Quezon, 
while the rescuing miners have been in 
Tignoan for three days now? Rodriguez 
said. 

“Cordilleran miners have been credit- 
ed for countless rescue success stories 
because of their remarkable history. In- 
digenous Filipinos here belong to fami- 
lies with vast experiences in mining, 
and many have been engaged in expert 
tunneling,” said Redempta Baluda, 
Philex spokesperson and environment 
manager. 


Hill collapsed on building 

Ma. Elena Sur, who, along with her 
husband George, worked as the resort's 
custodians, said the Repador building 
served as an evacuation center for some 
of the villagers at the height of Winnie's 
fury. 

‘The structure, which sits on the beach 
front property facing the Pacific Ocean, 
practically had its second for pushed 

rward when a chunk of the hill behind 
itcollapsed during the storm, Sur said. 

Capt, Gerry Sultan, civil affairs 
chief of the Army's 2nd Infantry Divi- 


and two other 


O > REE 


“PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER .... 


‘THE RESCUE of Estela Marie, looking none the worst despite the calamity that 
befell her and three others, has been described by President Arroyo as nothing 


short of “miraculous.” 


sion, said the four survivors were 
among the more than 100 residents of 
Purok 3 in Sitio Colangco who had 
sought refuge in the building when 
waters from the sea and a creek 
swamped theirarea. 

He said the space where they were 
found was part of the basement of the 
building that used to house a hardware 
store and a restaurant. 

Malou Bautista, leader of an associa- 
tion of fishermen in the area, said the 
building was owned by Quezon Rep. 
Raffy Nantes, who bought it last year. 


10 others trapped 

‘The survivors were weak, pale and ap- 
peared to be in a state of shock. They 
‘were administered first aid and given co- 
conut water to sip. 

A standby team of 2nd ID doctors led 
by Capt. Keene Gaditano quickly 
checked the survivors’ vital signs. 

Gaditano said while the four bore no 
abrasions and serious wounds, they were 
all suffering from dehydration. 

Sultan said that from the statements 
of the survivors, there were 10 others 
still trapped in the basement, 

He expressed the belief that more 
would be rescued. 

Maj. Marvin Dagamon, operations 
chief of the 202nd Infantry Brigade, 
aired a similar optimism. 

Dagamon said past experience had 
shown that persons trapped under- 
ground could survive for 14 days as long 
as there was a certain amount of air and 
fluids available. 


‘We will still live” 
Ma. Elena Sur said her niece Estela 


Marie and the child's grandmother, 
Maria Tamares, were trapped on the 


POLA 


stairway between the first and second 
floors of the building. 

Colonel Buenaflor said Bungag and 
Manuguid were able to find a “clear- 
ance” between the debris which consist- 
ed of soil and smashed concrete. 

“They were able to crawl within that 
space, which is about two-three feet 
high. They managed to talk to each oth- 
eg" hesaid. 

‘Sur said that during the ordeal, Estela 
Marie was often locked in embrace with 
‘Tamares, whom she calls “Nanay (moth- 
en)” 

‘She quoted Tamares as saying that the 
child once uttered in Filipino, with her 
arms wrapped around her grandmoth- 
ers neck: “Nanay, we will still live, won't 
we?” 

But Sur was not exactly in a rejoic- 
ing mood because she is in danger of 
becoming a widow. 

Among those believed still trapped 
under the rubble were her husband 
George and their two daughters—Mar- 
jorie Anne, 5, and Mariel, 17 months 
old. 

Sur said she was stranded in nearby 
Barangay Kiloloron when the landslide 
struck. 


About to pray 

According to Sus, what the landslide 
turned into a tomb was once a house of 
prayer. 

“From what I heard, they were 
about to pray when it happened,” she 
told the Inquinen. 

‘The Galilee Resort houses the Door of 
Faith, a “born again” Christian group in 
which Sur and her husband are mem- 
bers. Also believed among those still 
buried is Noel Laurenciana, one of its 
pastors. 


Shasta 
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under ruins 


SURVIVOR Maria Tamares, 49, is hauled up by volunteer miners from the darkness 


of confinement to the light of day. 


‘The second floor served as the group's 
chapel, while the first floor had the 
kitchen, the rooms used by the pastors 
anda sing-along bar, she said. 

Judging from how the structure now 
lay in its collapsed state, the second floor 
was practically pushed forward by the 
force of the landslide coming from be- 


GMA on Real rescue: It’s a miracle, praise God 


From page Al 


mining companies and the [De- 
partment of Environment and Nat- 
tural Resources] reached them and 

were able to rescue some of 

em. Td like to thank God for that 
miracle, and they are continuing to 
dig deeper to see if they can rescue 
any more. Praise God for the mira- 


From page Al 


Dy, a cook at Hyatt when the 
7.9-intensity earthquake struck 
on July 16, 1990, knows what he. 
is talking about, 


Droplets of water 

During his own ordeal, Dy said 
he lay motionless under the rub- 
ble, enduring the stench of de- 
composing bodies of hotel guests 
and co-employees around him. 
Among the unfortunate ones 
were five of his friends who had 


cle,” she said in a statement, 

Later 
closed-door meeting at the Na- 
tional 
Council at about 1 p.m,, an exu- 
berant Ms Arroyo reiterated her 
thanks for the rescue. 

‘An NDCC report said the four re- 
cent storms and typhoons left 939 
people dead, 837 missing and 752 


emerging from a frastucrure, 


Disaster Coordinating 


thetime. 


of foam scattered 


injured, and destroyed crops, in- 


transmission lines and health fac 
ities estimated at P4.6 billion. 
‘The President met with top de- 
fense, military and rescue offi- 
cials for the second straight day 
to assess the damage and plan 
strategy to hasten relief and reha- 
bilitation efforts in the affected 


relied solely on divine interven- 
tion. I did not give up on prayer. 
T begged God to keep me out 
from the dark to see my family 
again,” he said. His eldest son, 
Peter Art, was two years old at 


As the days passed and hope 
was getting dim, he banged his 
head on a cement post in an effort 
to end his life. He felt numb and 
was very weak. 


Answered prayers: 
‘When he was about to give up, 


areas. 


school buildings, 


had been answered. 


nine days. 


Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz said Ms Arroyo had ordered 
them to “organize management 
teams” in Infanta, Real and Gen- 
eral Nakar in Quezon, and Din- 
galan in Aurora for easier distri- 
bution of relief goods. 

Cruz said the local manage- 
ment teams would coordinate 


How Baguio quake victim survived 15-day 


been pinned to death. 

“Tt was mental and emotional 
torture to see them dead. I could 
not remember the names of my 
fellow workers," he said. 

It was raining during the 
search and rescue operation at 
the five-star hotel. Drops of wa- 
ter that dripped down the rub- 
ble saved Dy. He tore some 
pieces 
around, dipped them in the wa- 
ter and sucked on them. 

“| was hungry, thirsty and 
scared. Throughout rhe ordeal, 1 


a hand touched his head at 
around 3 a.m. on July 31, 1990 
and slowly pulled him out. 

He knew then that his prayers p, 


Dy was taken to the Baguio 
General Hospital but was later 
transferred to the Makati Medical 
Center where he was confined for 


Every July 16, Dy would tell his 
story to his eldest son and show 
him pictures of the hotel before 
and after the earthquake. 

“How did you survive, Papa?” 


with the joint task force of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
and the US forces that would be 
providing relief and humanitari- 


an assistance. 


his son would ask him. 
me," Dy would tell his son. 


jest test 


miners, Baluda recalled. 


stand outside the former 
John Hay main gate. 


Survivors need healing of raw, mental wounds 


From page Al 


after the storms that swept across 
the region on Now. 29 and Dec, 
2--atleast240 of them in Real. 

‘Among those missing and 
feared dead were 17 members of 
Evuenga's family, including a sis- 
ter and brother who were hit by 
logs and swallowed up by the 
floods as they tried to hold on to 
their father. 

“J can't sleep at night because 
1 remember what happened to 
them, When I fall asleep Idream 
of them,” Evuenga said in a 
muddy classroom of the Real 
Central Elementary School that 
had been turned into an evacua- 
tion center. 

Jerome Caluyo, a clinical psy- 


guilt, 


chologist sent by the Department 
of Health to Real to counsel the 
victims, said government officials 
were too overloaded extending 
food aid, medicines, shelter and 
other necessities to heal mental 
wounds. 

"They are just not prepared,” 
Caluyo said, stressing the need 
for a quick response to help vic- 
tims. “They have not set up the 
mechanism to respond to the 
trauma. : 

“For many, the trauma has al- 
ready sunk in,” with many feeling 


selves for the loss of a loved one, 
hesaid, 

Jun de la Peña, a child special- 
{st also sent by the health depart- 
ment, said he usually used play or 


ble in Real. 


the floods. 
grief and blaming them- 


v 


art as therapy to help heal chil- 
dren's mental wounds but added 
that such activities were impossi- 


The boy complained of con- 
stant nightmares and said he saw 
himself drowning. To keep him- 
self busy and help his family re- 
build their home, he began gath- 
ering scrap metal and used bot- 


ding. 


Everyone's busy lining up for 
relief aid and trying to survive, 
and children join the line to help 
the family, he said. 

Ricky de la Cruz, 12, nearly 
drowned. But his brother Sal- 
vador, 18, managed to grab him 
by his shire and save him from a 
raging river near their home. His 
cousins, aged 3 to 12, perished in 


ervillages. 


relatives, 


` A 


tdes and selling them for recy- 


“1 don't know when I will for- 
get,” Dela Cruz said. 


Racing against dogs 
The storms have gone, but the 
mental anguish continues in oth- 


In Dingalan, Aurora, residents 
of Barangay Umiray have ap- 
pealed to officials coordinating 
search and retrieval operations to 
help them recover the bodies of 


“We respect our dead so much 
that we retrieved even the sev- 
ered body parts. A dog was al- 
ready eating an arm when we 
caught up to it. We're racing 
against hungry dogs," German 


Astrera, chair of 


Pinagkaisang Samahan ng mga 
Magsasaka sa Dingalan-Umiray 
chapter, told the Inquinen in a 


phone interview. 


bodies and bury them. 


goods, he said. 


ray. 


Yesterday, Brig. Gen. Kenneth 
Glueck, commanding officer of 
the 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Forces, and Navy Capt. Dennis 
Williams, liaison officer of the US 


ordeal under rubble 


“It was a miracle. God saved 


‘The 1990 earthquake was the 
biggest test of the Cordilleran 


Benguet Corp. miners were the 
first to enter the devastated 
Baguio City, zeroing in on the col- 
lapsed Hotel Nevada that used to 


“Philex was only able to send 


Astrera said extreme hunger 
and exhaustion had forced vil- 
lagers, most of them Dumagats, 
to abandon efforts to retrieve 


Many villagers had left for the 
Dingalan town center to get relief 


Astrera made the appeal af- 
ter Carmen Huego, a Dumagat, 
returned from Mauban, which 
is five hours by boat from Umi- 


‘According to him, Huego saw 
the bodies of many villagers 
washed down by floods and 


REM ZAMOR 


hind the building. 

“We're standing now on what used to 
be the roof deck, and over there was the 
second floor,” she said, pointing to a 
red-tiled concrete surface a few feet 
away, where rescuers were concentrat- 
ingtheirdrilling. With areportfrom 
Rem Zamora 


Pacific Command, met with top 
defense and military officials to 
finalize the functions of the task 
force. 

“Right now, our charter is to 
make an impact, to affront, to as- 
sist, to get to the reconstruction 
phase,” Glueck told reporters. 
With a report from Gil Cabacun- 
ganJ 


our team a week after July 16, 
1990, because we had to rebuild 
the road leading to Baguio. Our 
miners hiked for hours to the Hy- 
att. It was a fly that led one of our 
miners to (Dy),” Baluda said. 
Since the successful Dy rescue, 
Benguet miners have been dis- 
patched to countless disaster sites. 
“Philex miners were also asked 
to fly to Taiwan during an earth- 
quake, but rhe rescue effort was 
canceled,” Baluda said. With re- 
ports from Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luson Bureau 


Camp 


the mudslides to Mauban town, 
“She reported seeing many dead 
bodies ... but some of the vil- 
lagers were still alive," Astrera 
said. 

The Umiray River separates 
Dingalan, Aurota and General 
Nakar Quezon. Another large riv- 
er cuts through Mauban and 
empties to the Pacific Ocean, he 
said. 

Huego'stwo children drowned 
inthe rampaging waters, he said, 

The disaster coordinating 
council in Dingalan initially re- 
ported 63 dead in Umiray. On 
Tuesday, Beity Soler, a Dumagat, 

sorted 32 more of her relatives 
had died. Reports from AP and 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central La 
zon Desk 
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Taguig Muslims give goods, pray for storm victims 


By Christian V. Esguerra Maharlika and president of the on the MILE driving the popula- Camp Aguinaldo on Monday. the Muslim leader said. The extra five minutes is a 
Philippine Islamic Council tion to flee their hometowns. The collection was taken dur- But they will more than make “Salat-Usshukr,” the Muslim 

A SACKFUL of used clothing and“ “Muslims fully empathize They ended upin Maharlikaand “ingamectingofMaharlikalead- up for it through prayers,hesaid. special “prayer to seek help,” he 

Blankets anda modestcollestion with the victims because we make up some 5 percent of the erson Sunday,in which many of Basman said thevillage’s Blue explained. 

of P6,000. 4 ourselves are perennial victims 50,000 population. the Mindanao evacuees showed Mosque had been packed with... 

‘This was all thatresidents ofa of calamities, both natural and Basman said the evacuees be- up and offered to help. worshippers since Tropical De- Giving thru prayers 
Muslim community in Taguig manmade,” he said in an inter- came “refugees,” the recipients But ¿there was not even pression “Winnie” and Typhoon This part is recited during the 
could manage to pool together view. of old clothes, food and any- enough to fill up the sack, said “Yoyong” struck and killed hun- last “prostration”—the act of 
to donate to the victims of the Most of the donors were from thing of value that their neigh- Basman. dreds of people and left thou- kneeling with the forehead 
series of typhoons that hit Que- the Maguindanao and Corobato bors could spare. “Its not that they were reluc- sands of others homeless in touching the floor in obedience 
zon and neighboring provinces. regions. that are known R + tant to donate. Its just that they eastern Luzon and parts of the and worship, he said. 

wat Mahslike resilents were strongholds of the separatist Donations donated back  didn'thave much togive,"hesaid. Visayas. “What they could not donate 
happy to give, knowing better Moro Islamic Liberation Front, Some of these “relief goods” A Each of the five prayers thatthe materially, they're trying to give 
than most what the situation hesaid. ended up in the lone sack that was Too poor to give Muslims recite each day now lasts through prayers,” said Basman.. 
must be for the victims, said In 2000, President Joseph brought to the National Disaster The donors are.too poor to 10 minutes, five minutes more “They know Allah will listen and 
Prof Taha Basman a resident of Estrada ordered an all-out war Coordinating Council office in even buy clothes for themselves, than usual, he said. help the typhoon victims,” he said., 


They lived on water in darkness in half a meter space 


From page Al InquRER, Maria, 49, told a story allasleep.” There was no food, sothey sur- not have food, but we would have ` my memory.” 
of faith and hope. ‘Thus did they lose track of the vived on water that Maria told it soon. Then I told her to goto Barely an hour after Estela 
pulled out of the rubble ofatwo- They marked day or night total number of days that they the children to collect. sleep.” Marie was wheeled inside thé 
Boi building inthe typhoon-rav- through the sound of the excava- were trapped under the rubble. “We didn't know what kind of How did the building collapse? emergency room by Army sok 
aged village of Tignoan in Real, tion equipment that the rescuers “How many days were we water it was,” she said. “There “AILI know is that there were diers from the Camp Nakar medi- 
Quezon. wielded. there?” Maria asked herdaughter was water on the floor. We also many people inside the build- cal team and an IV drip was fixed 
“The threewere taken totheLu- “If there was noise, we knew it Jenelyn, who was standing by her got water from... Ithinkitwasa ing,” Maria said. “Because we to her tiny arm, she was seen 
cena hospital, where a team of was daytime. When we heard side. small plastic pail. I can't describe thought then that it was safe whispering to her tearful father, 
doctors immediately attended to nothing for along period of time, Told that their ordeal had last- the taste. Butitwaswater,andwe there. But when it collapsed, Melvin. 
them, lan Bungag, 15, the lastto we knew that the rescuers were ed 10 days, she whispered that it needed itin orderto survive” we didn't know what happened c1, 
be taken by a military helicopter sleeping. So we also slept,” Maria was God who saved them. it broke her heart that every to the others. We just found Slice of cake 
from the site, joined” them an said. time Estela Marie asked for food, ourselves in one space lying “She's asking for a slice of 
hour later. “We lost track ofthe total num- Only water she could do nothing. down.” cake,” Melvin told the INQUIRER, 
5 ber of times that we fell sleep be- "I just left everything to the. “Atonepointthechildwasbeg- She said the stench of death adding: "All along, 1 thought 
Day or night cause of hunger and fatigue. Our Lord,” she said. “I called on the ging for coffee, but what could] was everywhere, and begged the that I would never see her alive 
Having been given permission bodies were aching, we were all children to pray with me. Some- do?" she said, weeping at the rec... InquiaeR not to ask her for details: God is really kind to my little ar 
by her doctors to speak with the dizzy. Most of the time, we were times they led the prayers.” ollection. “I told her that we did “I want to erase that event from - gel.” i 


Red Cross needs help 


From page Al Affairs. to assess the situation on the passed.” facilities. worst-hit towns in Quezon—Re; 
‘Topping the list were the Euro- ground. Ricciardone said that the US al, Nakarand Infanta. 

National Red Cross (PNRC) has pean Commission (51,326,260), US Ambassador Francis Ric- government was sending a ship Appalled "The senator immediately tele: 

complained that donations were Australia ($392,772), New ciardone,whojoined the group, with a couple of helicopters to. Even Gordon was appalled by phoned the PNRC national office 

coming in in trickles. Zealand ($275,862), Japan said he was “struck by the de. provide US engineers who the suffering, which was aggra- to send within the day food, blan- 
DNRC i appealingto good ($269,489), and the Intemation- gree of isolation still several would help restore roads, vated by the inadequate relief kets, medicines, body bags and 20 

Samaritans, particularly wealthy al Federation of Red Cross and days after the storms had bridges and telecommunication goods that had so far reached the power generators to these towns. 

Filipino businessmen, to lend Red Crescent”. Societies 

some more help. ($130,000), the officials said. 
PNRC chair Sen. Richard Gor- ‘The list also includes Belgium 

don received yesterday 40,000 ($40,134), Canada (51,095), 

euros from French Ambassador Canadian International Develop- 

Renée Veyret'to help the Red ment Agency ($82,747), Ger- 

Cross sustain its relief operations many ($66,312), Office for the 

in the worst-hit towns of Que- Coordination of Human Affairs 

zon, Aurora and Nueva Ecija. ($50,000), Singapore ($50,000), 
But Gordon said the relief or- Switzerland ($87,719), UN Chil- 

ganization needed more than dren's Fund ($95,000), UN De- 

P100 million to provide food, velopment Program ($100,000) 

medicines, blankets, power gen- . and World Health Organization 

erators and clothes for the ty- ($20,000). 

phoon victims. The funds were coursed 
Hundreds of thousands of peo- through international organiza- 

ple were displaced by the floods tions. 

and landslides. Many villages Lah 

around the towns of Infanta, Real Saudi prince 

and Nakar in Quezon were sub- _ The DFA said it also received 

‘merged in floodwaters and land- funds from Prince Talal Bin Abdu- 

slides in the aftermath of the laziz of Saudi Arabia ($100,000), 

storms. Cyprus ($30,000) and Korea 
‘The Red Cross intends to stay ($50,000). All the donations 

inthe affected areas until rehabi- amounted to $3,167,570. 

itacion was underway, he said. Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 

mulo expressed “deepest appre- 

Top four local donors ciation and heartfelt gratitude” 
So far, the Red Cross has so- to the countries and agencies 

licited P44 million, with only thatextended “much-needed hu- 

P7.2 million coming from local manitarian assistance” to those 

donors. who lost their homes and proper- 
The top four donors were ty. 

Smart (P1 million), Phillip Morris “They have proven to the Fil- 

(P2 million), Caltex Philippines, ipino people their humanitari- 

Inc. (P1 million) and Mirant an concern, especially in our a tee 

Philippines Foundation Inc. (P1.5 hour of need for the victims of PO NEADLIGHT ASSEMBLY 

million), the series of natural calami- © Mone waste SPORTY 
The rest came from intema- ties,” he said, referring to Ty- gi man 

tional groups such as the Aus- phoons “Unding,” “Violeta,” NANGGAD SEAT cover 

tralian Embassy (P8.7 million), Tropical Depression “Winnie” D NEW STICKER DESIGN 

International Federation of Red and Typhoon “Yoyong” that bat- 

Cross (P6.6 million), USAID tered the country one after the 

(P5.5 million), Agencia Espanola other. Z 

Cooperacion Internacional with Responding to appeals for Gawing X-tra merry ang Pasko 

the Spanish government (P4.4 help, foreign countries and agen- 3 

Million) and USA Embassy Club cies immediately sent monetary with Xtreme XRM Jacket na libre sa bawat 


(P75,000). assistance, emergency aid mate- da XRM! 
‘The Red Cross is still awaiting rials and teams to help the gov- qay pagbili ng Hon: ‘RM! Sa mga features 
pledges from international ernment in its search and rescue pa lang ng All-New Honda XRM, merry 
donors amounting to P12.35 mil- operations. GANG : 
lion (Spanish Red Cross, 12,000 “The human compassion ex- na merry na ang 'yong ride this Christmas - 
euros; Malaysian Red Cross, pressed by these governments, je is i 
asarol ya Automatic Headlights On, modern sticker design, 
Cross-Madrid, 160,000 euros). NGOs through their donations in hydraulic disc brake, reader-friendly speedometer 
Nick Bridger of the European’ cash or in kind, so that relief and 
Commission Humanitarian Office rescue operations would be facili- and comfortable textured seat cover! 
has pledged between 800,000 tated, highlights the common 
and one million euros to finance. concerns shared by humanity for 
relief efforts. the victims of natural disasters,” 
The money, whieh wil be Romulo said. Ris Kaya ngayong merry Pasko, punta na sa 
available this week, “represents “It is true that in times of peril iegatayol 
the solidarity of the EU member and erisis that the best instincts of Honda Dealer na malapit sa inyo! 
states and community for the human nature rise to the core,” 
sufferings of people at the brunt he added. a 
of natural disasters” said Foreign countries rushed to 
Bagan help te county Plowing an HONDA 
He said a major portion would earthquake in 1990, the eruption The Power of Dreams 
go to the Red Cross through the... of Mt. Pinatubo in Central Luzon 3 
Spanish Red Cross and other non- in 1991 and the “mega-typhoon” 
government agencies, that struck the country in 1995, 
officials said. 


Ito ang merry-galo namin sa inyong walang sawang pagtitiwala. 
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Top foreign donors y 
Foreign countries, agencies US ship, helicopters 

and nongovernment organiza- On Sunday, Bridger was with 
tions have granted a total of $3.1 Gordon when the latter led a 
million in emergency aid for the small contingent of international 
Filipinos who had been displaced humanitarian donors in a 
by the series of storms the past six-hour swing through three 
three weeks, according to offi- towns of Quezon, Baler in Aurora 
cialsat the Department of Foreign and Palayan City in Nueva Ecija 
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MALACANANG yesterday appealed to 
both camps in the Estrada plunder case 
not to speculate on the killing of a vital 
witness against the former President. 
“The motiveis yet to be established so 
we appeal to the public to refrain from 


Estrada, Singson camps accuse each other of murder 


speculations and await the oficial re- 
port of the investigation,” Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye said ina statement. 
Bunye said Malacafiang expected 
the Philippine National Police to 
quickly resolve the killing of Marilyn 
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Perez, longtime secretary of Ilocos 
Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson. The 
governors exposé led to the impeach- 
ment and ouster of President Joseph 
Estrada in 2001. 

Perez, who was shot Tuesday in Er- 
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mito, Manila, was a key state witness but the 
defense also claimed that she was set to testi- 
fy for Estrada. 

Bunye's appeal came as the prosecution 
and defense panels, the Estrada and Singson 
‘camps stepped up their attacks on each other. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio has 
asked protagonists in the trial of Estrada to let 
the lawyers “do the battle” in the Sandigan- 
bayan, the anti-graft court, and not to let the 
violence spill into the streets. 

But Estrada, speaking through his 
spokesperson, said that only Singson had the 
“motive” and “homicidal impulse" to order the 
killing of Perez. Singson denied the allegation. 

“The situation is getting to be messy. I hope 
it will not get out of control,” said Villa-Igna- 
cio, who “manifested” in court on Wednesday 
that the prosecution was preparing Perez to 
bea “rebuttal witness.” 

He earlier said it was not far-fetched that 
the killing could be related to the ongoing 
hearing on the plunder and perjury charges 
against Estrada and his son Jinggoy Estrada, 
former San Juan mayor and now a senator. 


Falling out with Singson 

But Estrada spokesperson Didagen Dilan 
galen blamed Singson for the killing. 

"Whats the motive of President Estrada? 
He is winning the lawsuit. He has no motive, 
no criminal tendencies, no homicidal impulse 
like Chavit Singson,” Dilangalen told the IN- 
qummer in a telephone interview. 

He said Estrada was known to be a nonvio- 
lent man, unlike Singson who had confessed 
to the killing several people. 

Earlier, Dilangalen said Perez had been send- 
ing the defense panel “feelers” to testify in 
Estrada's favor. "This matter is no longer a se- 
cret. Is been talked about,” he said of the sup- 
posed falling out between Perez and the 
Singson family. 

Sought for comment, Singson said he 
would never hurt Perez, whom he considered 
part of his family. “I love her so much to do 
this to her. She was very loyal ever since,” he 
said. “Wil kill my own relative?” 

He said Perez was killed because she knew 
too much about the alleged jueteng money 
collected by then President Estrada through 
then San Juan Mayor Jinggoy Estrada. 

“She knew Jinggoy’ driver. She knew how they 
went to the LCS building to deliver jueteng mon- 
ey She knew so much about their involvement in 
jueteng operations,” he said. The LCS isa buiding 
‘owned by Singson in San Andres, Manila. 

He noted that it was Perez who had seen a 
personal check with the picture of Jinggoy on 
it and which the mayor had used to pay 
Singson as part of the jueteng collection. 


Estrada's ‘goon mentality’ 

As for his alleged criminal tendencies, Singson 
said Estrada was more prone to violence. 

“The killing shows Estrada to be living his 
Asyong Salonga role in real life,” he said of 
the Estrada movie about a local goon. “He has 
a goon mentality” 

“Told about Singson's charges, Jinggoy de- 
nied that Perez knew his drivers. “Singson is a 
liar. My drivers never went to his office be- 
cause we are not even close in the first place. 
So, there was no reason for me to be sending 
my drivers to him,” he said. 

Like Dilangalen, the senator said Singson 
had a motive for killing his secretary. 

At a news conference, Jinggoy denied 
Singson's accusations that the Estrada family 
was involved in the killing of Perez. 
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Police looking 
for leads in 
victim’s phone 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE POLICE in Manila will be studying the 
messages and logged calls in the cellphone of 
Marilyn Perez, long-time secretary of Ilocos Sur 
Gov Luis “Chavit” Singson, to gain information 
that could reveal the reason behind her kiling, 

The Western Police District on Wednesday 
night recovered Perez's cell phone with its 
SIM card intact after it questioned the three 
men who had brought her to the Philippine 
General Hospital. The cell phone went miss- 
ing after she was shot on Tuesday. 

WPD homicide chief Sr. Insp. Dominador 
Arevalo said investigators would begin study- 
ing the cell phone yesterday. 

But so far, he added, the police had not 
found any evidence that would link Perez's 
shooting to the plunder case against former 
President Joseph Estrada. 

Arevalo said investigators decided to track 
down the men who had brought Perez to the hos- 
pital after they suspected them of taking her cell 


one. 
‘The police identified the men as Wally Monis, 
40, a barangay tanod: Reynante Alano, 32, a 
vendor, and Nemie Maniega, 60, a dishwasher. 
‘After the three were invited for questioning at 
the WPD, they eventually admitted that they had 
taken Perez's cell phone and watch, saying they 
had been tempted todo so. They then pawned the 
items and divided the cash among themselves, 
The three also apologized for what they did. 
Police were able to trace the person to 
‘whom the items were sold. 
Arevalo said the police were still thinking 
about whether to file charges against the 
three men or not. 


‘The senator said the Estradas had no tack 
record of killing people, unlike Singson. He not- 
ed that Singson was the suspect in the murder 
of people like the father of Rep. Bingbong 
Crisologo and Ilocos Sur auditor Agustin Chan. 

“Definitely, we don't have a criminal mind,” 
he said, “He's (Singson) the only one with a 
motive,” the senator later told reporters. 

Jinggoy and his mother, Sen. Luisa “Loi” 
Ejercito, said in separate interviews that Perez 
had sent feelers to their lawyers that she 
would testify against Singson. 

The young Estrada said that there were 
“some disgruntled employees of Singson Who 
approached our camp and want to testify.” 


Stop insinuations 

Jinggoy asked Singson to stop insinuating that 
the Estradas had something to do with Perez's 
murder He and his mother also asked Villa-gna- 
oto stop making the same insinuation. 

‘Told that Singson had said that Perez could 
have been mistaken for Lim, who testified in 
Estrada's impeachment trial in 2000, the 
young Estrada said: “First of all, Emma Lim 
had already testified. Ano pa ang habol namin 
sa kanya (What else is our issue against her)? 
If we are after her, eh di dapat before she testi- 
fied may nangyari na (something should have 
happened before she had testified).” With re- 
ports from Juliet Labog-Javellana, Armand 
N. Nocum and Christine O. Avendaño 
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Garbage slide |- z] (72 
kills 9-year-old pai 
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By Leila B. Salaverria But at 10:30 a.m. yester- died of suffocation. sar LOADERS GUO GARO TRUCKS) 
day, the garbage from which The investigator gath- a 

AT THE age of 9, Lester Lester's family got its liveli- ered that Lester and his 

Cortez wanted to help his hood killed him. family were regular fixtures 

family earn a living, and it Fellow scavengers told po- at Pier 18, which is sup- 

killed him. lice that Lester was on the posed to serve as a garbage 

Lester should have been in sideofahugemound of trash transfer station and not a 
school as a fourth grade stu- when loose garbage slid dump. 
dent. Instead he was at the down and came crashing The boys father, Sonny, 
Manila dumpat Pier 18 ofthe down on the boy. told Javier that Lester 
‘Manila North Harbor. According to SPO1 Dennis stopped going to school to 

The boy was sifting Javier Lester was buried in help his parents earn a living. 
through mounds of trash, several feet of garbage and Scavenging was also sup- 
looking for plastic bags and although fellow scavengers posed to be prohibited at the 
other reusable materials were quick to respond, they site. 
which he hoped to sell at a failed to get to him out alive. ‘The Cortez family lives in 
neighborhood junkshop in ‘The 9-year-old was rushed one of the shanties located 
Vitas, Tondo. to the Gat Andres Bonifacio near the dump. 

His find could have Hospital, where he was de- And while Lester died try- 
earned him a few pesos to clared dead on arrival. ing to eam some money, his 
add to the income of his fam- Javier said the boy only family is worried because they 
ily of nine, of which he was had minor cuts and bruises do not have money to spend 
the third of seven siblings. on his body and probably for his burial. 
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moves was a drug courier ||#@a## 
closer to 10a7 252-1128 


By Christian V. Esguerra Soon, he was staring at the 252-1155 to 58 


‘ hi d barrel of a pistol. Another FAX NO: 
city. 00 HIS AGE made him suspect. man allegedly grabbed him (041 252-5569 
‘On Monday night, 12-year- and began pounding his head Ei 
By Ruth L. Navarra old Amir Hussein Aghaali on the wall. EMAIL: Info@uauctioneers.com WEBSITE: www.uauctioneers.com CEL NO. 09178088824 
Maghazeh went out to buy On Wednesday he and his 
THE COMMISSION on Elec- medicine for his father. father filed a complaint 
tions has approved the con- But ashestepped outoftheir against the San Juan police- 
version of Taguig from a mu- compound on J. Ruiz Street, men before the Criminal In- 
nicipality to a city. San Juan atabout9 p.m. three vestigation and Detection 
Taguig-Pateros Rep. Alan men got out of a police carand Group in Camp Crame. 
Peter Cayetano had blocked blocked his path. Supt. Rodel Jocson, San 
an application for cityhood in Two of the men were later Juan police chief, later admit- 
1998, on the grounds that identified as Inspectors Mark ted that his men mistook the 
Taguig's population was not Laurence Oliva and Ricardo boy fora drug courier. 
enough to merit a new con- de Guzman. He explained that Mag- 
gressional district. ‘The boy, the son of an Ira- hazeh came out of a com- 
‘The Supreme Court had nian businessman, told the pound where a suspected 
earlier directed the Comelec Inquirer that the men asked drug peddler was known to 
toreinstate the petition to.an- him where he was going. be living. 
nul the 1998 plebiscite re- He told them that he was “It is common knowledge 
sults rejecting cityhood, and out to buy medicine and among those who know police 
ordered a recount, with the showed the P100 bill his fa- work that children are often 
yes votes winning. “Cityhood ther had given him. But one used as drug couriers,” said 
doesn't mean higher taxes: of the men allegedly tried to Jocson, adding that they 
but higher expectations,” grab the money, prompting could not stop the boy from 
said Mayor Freddie Tinga.” himtoresistand trytorun. fling a complaint. 


Judge sends prosecutor to jail 


By Luige A. del Puerto those days, the judge said. named, for indirect contempt 
Police said they were simply of court. 

A DAY after arguing her way following the judge's order, ` „Prosecutor Reyes, in turn, 
out of police Custody, Pasig and would book and detain aécused the judge of abuse of 
City Prosecutor Romana the prosecutor. authority. Her troubles began 
Reyes was finally brought to Prosecutor Reyes wouldal- on Oct. 1, when Judge Reyes 
jail yesterday on a contempt ready have spent a day in de- ordered her to submit a case 1 0: 00 am till you get a gift for 
Charge. tention Wednesday had not for inquest, she said. Reyes 

On Wednesday, Judge Ju- Pasig Executive Judge said she did not follow the Mom, Dad, Ate, Kuya, 
lia Reyes of the Pasig City Morallos intervened, citing judge's order because it was | 
Metropolitan Trial Court or- thar the temporary restrain- already 7 p.m., and there was | Lola, Lolo, Tita, ANO 
dered policemen to detain ing order the prosecutor had no authority from the city’s 
Prosecutor Reyes fora dayfor obtained from another court chief prosecutor for her to do Boss, Eunice, Tess, N 
indirect contemptof court. was in order, and therefore, so. One 

Judge Reyes had taken is- she should be allowed to  Sheadded chatshe was not t Charles, Bujit, 
sue with the prosecutor be- leave the area. able to attend the hearings 
cause the later allegedly That same day, the feisty because she was sick. The Marjz, Raymond, ae 
failed to attend court hear- judge also ordered the deten- prosecutor said the court 
ings for four days in October. tion of lawyer Fortunato Pag- staff knew her condition, but Bua Anne, Judy, 
In the process, a totalof 119 danganan and another wom- the judge had cited her for Re Pat... 
cases were not heard on an, who asked not to be contemptjustthesame. Clariss, y, Pa 


Rap against Atienza junked 


By Tarra V. Quismundo man has dismissed for lack of antigraft body by a group that 
merit a complaint against had been calling for the total 

FOR THE Manila City govern- Mayor Lito Atienza for allow- phaseout of the oil depot. 
ment, a lingering issue on the ing the continued operation of The group argued that the 
legality of oil firm operations Pilipinas Shell atthe depotde- depot puts the entire Panda- 
inside the Pandacan Oil De- spite an ordinance ordering can district at risk in the 

pot has been resolved. the shutdown of the facility. event of a terrorist attack. 
‘The Office of the Ombuds- ‘The issue was carried to the Lawyer Vladimir Cabigao, 
convenor of the United Front 
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EZ2 SUPERLOTTO 6/49 | 12 Qust de Oil Depox, fed 
But the Office of the Om- 
decision, Cabigao called it er- 


(inexact order) the joint criminal and admin- 
budsman found the charges 
SIX DIGIT (in exact order) roneous, saying the Ombuds- 
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Thai to rip Pacquiao “weakness” 
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By Recah Trinidad 


‘THERE were fears Manny Pacquiao's smaller 
Thai foe could be crushed and taken out ofthe 
ring ona stretcher. 

But yesterday, Fahsan 3K Battery, a 2-1 under- 
dog, stunned the fight presscon at the exquisite 
Discovery Suites in Ortigas when he announced 
he would knock out Pacquiao in their 12-round 
‘encounter in Taguig tomorrow night. 

. That's incredible, considering the disparity in 
power, build, caliber and total worth of the two 
combatants. 

Promoters, in fact, have been hit for staging 
‘what had loomed to be a tasteless mismatch. 

Notto worry, Fahsan, in stylish blue jacket and 
‘work pants, told the Inquirer, because, he said, 
only he knows how to stop Pacquiao. 

He claimed, very confidently that he knows of 
awell-guarded Paquiao weakness. 

Fahsan vowed to jump in early, dig hard and 
tear at the secret soft spot to upset Pacquiao, an 
‘overwhelming favorit, in their "Yanig sa Taguig” 
duel. 

But what could be that weakness being kept 
by Pacquiao who had been floored a few times in 
his career before he rose to be a world celebrity 
under Freddie Roach? 

“Alam ko rin yon (F know what that secret is)” 
Pacquiao exclaimed. 


Featherweight champ 

But the Ring Magazine featherweight champ 
said he has long turn that hidden weakness into 
strength and, in fact, plans to use it against Fah- 
san. 

“Yun ang gagamitin ko sa kañya (Til use it 
against him),” Pacquiao, who said he was only a 
measly pound over the 126-1b limit yesterday, 
announced as he walked past a parade of ador- 
ing fans at the hotel lobby. 

The two fighters are expected to breeze 
through the scales in the official 10:30 
“a.m.weigh-in today at the 2nd floor of the Forbes 
‘Town Center at the Bonifacio Global City. 

‘The name of the referee and the composition 
of the judges in the much-awaited main event 
will also be announced today. 


Known devourer 

Fahsan, 30, a known devourer of RP fighters 
with over 20 Pinoy scalps in his collection, had 
earlier insisted Pacquiao is not in perfect condi- 
tion for their bout 

As could only be expected, the peppery Fah- 
san refused to divulge the alleged Pacquiao 
Achilles heel, which the Thai claimed he had 
known and observed quietly even before he 
came over to Manila for the first time last 
month. 

“He would not even tell what that weakness, 
that secret is,” Jimmy Chachotochuang, Fahsan's 
manager, told the Inquirer 

‘The manager however said he sincerely be- 
lieves what Fahsan has been telling, adding that 
his fighter could indeed stop Pacquiao and turn 
RP boxing on its head. 

He said his fighter has been excited at the 
great coverage the fight has generated and plans 
to make an earth-shaking headline with a stop- 
page of Pacquiao. 

‘The Thai camp said Fahsan is bound to retum 
toa hero's welcome to Bangkok where Pacquiao 
isalso celebrated as the best featherweight in the 
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a tune-up for his rematch against Juan Manuel 
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stead vowed to do his best for his countrymen, 
mainly the vicims of the recent floodings for 
whom he donated an initial P200,000. 

He said he plans to visit the ravaged areas and 
console the victims later. 

Also being lined-up for oral by his pro- 
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Erik Morales and Marco Antonio Barrera. 


Promoted by Murad Muhammad M&M Sports and Rod Nazario 
tion with Solar Entertainment Corp. 
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Siguradong walang paltos sa anumang bakbakansi Manny 
dahil Darlington Socks na ang kasangga n'ya sa anumang laban! 


Ngayon may iba't-iba pang klaseng pwedeng Pacquiao-win! 
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By June Navarro 


COACH Joel Banal once 
feared that without Asi 
Taulava, teams would, soon- 
er or later, overwhelm the 
Talk ‘N Text Phone Pals. 

“Its just a matter of time before 
theyd catch up,” Banal said back | 
then when the Phone Pals were in 
the midst of a win streak that in- 
stalled them at the top of the heap. 

‘True to his prediction, the Phone 
Pals, although still on top, now 
need to win badly when they clash 
with the San Miguel Beermen to- 
day in the Gran Matador PBA 
Philippine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

‘The Phone Pals are hoping to snap out of a 
three-game losing spell when they collide at 
4:30 p.m. against the struggling Beermen, who 
recovered from back-to-back setbacks by beat- 
ing Purefoods the other night. 

“The TJ Hotdogs ty to regroup against Sta. 
Lucia's basement-dwelling Realtors in the 7:20 
p.m. match. 

With four assignments left in the 18-game 
eliminations, the Phone Pals are bidding to win 
at least two and pray that the Barangay Ginebra 
Kings lose two of their last five games to get a 
dear shot at the top two spots. 

‘The No. 1 team and the second-ranked squad 


La Salle lady 


KRISTINE Prado banged in 15 points as La Salle- 
Manila waylaid Colegio de San Lorenzo, 88-40, 
recently in the 12th National Capital Region Ath- 
letic Association (NCRAA) women's basketball 
tournament at the Pasay Sports Complex. 

‘The Lady Archers, one of the tournament fa- 
vorites, hiked their record to 5-1 

In men's action, Mike Bencito fired 21 points 
to lead Rizal Technological University to an 82- 
76 triumph over La Salle-Dasmarifias even as 
Arellano U moved closer to a quarterfinal berth 
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BEN GORDON (7) soars for a dunk. a 


Charges filed 
vs Pacers, fans 


PONTIAC, Michigan—Five Indiana Pacers and 
seven fans were charged Wednesday over the 
melee that broke out at the end of a nationally 
televised game against the Detroit Pistons last 
month, one of the worst brawis in US sports his- 
tory. 

Players Ron Artest, Stephen Jackson, David 
Harrison and Anthony Johnson were charged 
with one count of assault and batery Jermaine 
O'Neal, a three-time NBA All-Star, was charged 
with two counts of assault and batery, 

Five fans were charged with misdemeanor as- 
sault and battery, induding Pistons star Ben Wal- 
lace's brother, David. Bryant Jackson was also 
charged with felony assault for throwing a chair 
imo the fray. 

‘The misdemeanor carries up to three months 
injail and a fine of up to $500, and the felony car- 
ries up to four years in prison. AP 
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ia Lucia 


(Araneta Coliseum) 
430pm.--SanMigusi 


720pm.-Sta Lucia 
Realy vs Purefoods 


after the eliminations get a free 
ride to the semifinals while Nos. 3 
and 4 eam a twice-to-beat incen- 
tive over their quarterfinal foes. 

Banal and the Phone Pals are 
still on top with a 10-4 record but 
the Shell Turbochargers (10-5) and 
the Gin Kings (9-4) are fast dosing 
in on the leader, 

The Beermen, on the hand, have 
stopped training their sights on one 
of the two luxury seats and are just 
hoping to get the right chemistry in 
time for the playoffs. 

The Beermen (7-7) are in the 
hunt for the twice-to-beat advan- 
tage along with the TJ Hotdogs (7- 
7), Red Bull Barako (6-7) and Co- 
ca-Cola (6-9). 

Meanwhile, the Alaska Aces blew a 22-point 
cushion but recovered their rhythm in time to 
upend the FedEx Express, 114-102, and make 
the night doubly special for Bong Hawkins at 
the Urdaneta Sports and Cultural Center in Ur- 
daneta City 

Hawkins reached another milestone by be- 
coming only the fourth player in league history 
to compile 500 steals, 2,000 defensive rebounds 
and 1,000 offensive boards afer Ramon Fer- 
nandez, Robert Jaworski and Philip Cezar. 

Barangay Ginebra trounced Shell in the sec- 
‘ond game to improve to 10-4 and share the lead 
with Tali N Text 


cagers win 


following a 76-69 beating of host PATTS College 
of Aeronautics. 

RTU now shares a 3-1 card with National Col- 
lege of Business and Arts. 

Paping Daroya hit nine points of his 17-point 
tally in the last 10 minutes to power the Flaming 
Arrows past the Seahorses. 

Daroya's baskets came just as the Seahorses’ 
offensive thrusts began to wane in the last four 
minutes, setting the Flaming Arrows to their 
fourth triumph in five matches. 


T-Wolves gore 
Sixers; Sonics 
end Spurs run 


NEW YORK—Eddie Griffin scored a career- 
high 27 points and Latrell Sprewell returned 
from suspension to score 24 as Minnesota 
‘Pee... clobbered the Philadelphia 76ers, 
“o 119-84, in National Basketball As- 

sociation play Wednesday. 
Kevin Garnett had 19 points, 
> eight rebounds and seven assists 
in just 31 minutes for the Timber- 
wolves, who have won six of 

their last seven games. 

Minnesota was never in trou- 
ble, leading, 61-48, at the half 
before a 12-0 run early in the 
third quarter put the game out of 
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| remana 


reach, 

Sprewell was playing his first game since 
sitting out a one-game suspension for yelling 
a vulgarity at a female fan in Los Angeles Sat- 
urday night. He shot 9-for-14, including 5- 
for-8 from 3-point range. 

Wally Szezerbiak added 12 points for the T- 
‘Wolves, who scored at least 29 points in every 
quarter while shooting 49.4 percent. 

Andre Iguodala had 18 points to lead the 
Sixers, while Marc Jackson had 16 as 
Philadelphia lost its sixth straight game. 

Allen Iverson had 14 points for the Sixers, 
but he went just 2-for-13 while making all 10 
of his freethiows. 

In San Antonio, Ray Allen scored 29 points 
as the Seattle SuperSonies ended San Anto- 
nio's 21-game home winning streak with a 
102-96 win over the Spurs. 

The Spurs (16-4) saw their eight-game win- 
ning streak snapped while the Sonics (16-3) won 
forthe seventh time in eight games. Reuters 

Completo Results: Minnesota 119 Philadelphia 84 
Denver 111 Washington 105: Memphis 97 Alta 89: 
tolt 90 Toronto 86 OT, Miami 101 Milwaukee 96; Now 
‘York B6 Naw Orleans 78; Chicago 113 Cleveland 85; Seat 
tie 102 San Antonia 96: Ortando 108 Utah 100; Phoenix 
119LA Lakers 110. 


Encore clamor for Roach 


GERRY Peñalosa swore he could have been an 
even greater fighter if he had already known 
what Freddie Roach taught at the end of his 
boxing clinic yesterday. 

A select horde of boxing people, trainers, 
managers, boxers, devotees of the sport, gave 
Roach, the 2003 trainer of the year, an ova- 
tion and clamored for his return to Manila to 
continue helping improve RP boxing. 

“I sure will be back,” Roach told his admir- 
ers, who later formed a long line to get hissig- 
nature and also have their picture taken with 
the man who molded Manny Pacquiao into 
one of the world's hottest boxing celebrities. 

Peñalosa who, together with top super fly- 
weight Z Gorres, helped Roach demonstrate 
various techniques, said he's now doubly sure of 
beating world super bantamweight king Rafael 
Marquez after leaming more from Roach. 

Main beneficiaries of the rwo-day clinic, or- 
ganized by lawyer-sportsman Rudy Salud and 


sponsored by the Philippine Sportswriters As- 
sociation with support from the Philippine 
‘Sports Commission, were the members of the 
RP national amateur boxing stable whose 
coaches and fighters attended the two-day 
clinic at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

Of great help in the demonstration was PBL 
commissioner Chino Trinidad, himself a box- 
ing student, who interpreted Roach’s brilliant 
pointers for the benefit of the participants 
‘who later got their certificates of attendance, 

‘The two-day clinic, a dream of Salud, the 
founding secretary general ofthe WBC, could be 
expanded because there are plans to have Roach 
stay in the country longer in his next visit. 

Ronnie Nathanielsz, who helped organize 
the clinic together with Rhea Navarro and 
Queenie Evangelista, said he would look for 
sponsors and project directors to have Roach 
hold a longer, more expansive clinic in the fu- 
ture. Recah Trinidad 
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GAMES TOMORROW (San Sebastian Gym, Cavite Ciy) 
2 psn.—Toyota-Otis vs Montaña 
4pam--Magnollavs Welcoat 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MONTANA Jewel banked on Alex 
Compton to deliver the key baskets 
that crushed Granny Goose, 74-63, 
yesterday and firmed up its hold of the 
lead in the PBL Open championship at 
the University of Santos Tomas gym. 

‘Compton exploded for eight straight points— 
including back-to-back three-pointers—that al- 
lowed the Jewels to pull away for good midway 
through the fourth quarter and chalk up their sev- 
enti victory in nine games. 

‘The Snack Masters, who trailed most of the 
way, never recovered and suffered their third 
straight defeat and fourth overall for a 6-4 record. 

With erstwhile coach Franz Pumaren finally 
showing up to boost its morale, ICTSI-La Salle de- 


molished Air Philippihes to improve to 4-6 in the 
second game. 

Pumaren, who announced his retirement after 
la Salle won the UAAP crown this year, was on 
the bench as the Archers drove the Flight to their 
eighth loss in 10 games. 


lived up to its name, plodding along and missing 
miserably with a 23-059 shooting, in 
of 18 from the three-point area. 

‘Compton topscored with 21 points, 10 of them 
in the fourth quarter, aside from eight rebounds, 
three assists and one steal. 

The sears 

Fist Game 3 

MONTAÑA T4—Corpion 21, Sadr 15, Capus 12, Dela 
(usa, Bayong, Magpayo 6, Jo 5, Guerrero 2, Vergara 0, 
Mercado Esp 0. Tolentino O, ort. 

GRANNY GOOSE 63—Layrio 11, Cuinahan 9, Ibanes 9, 
Sario 8, Gre 7, Concha 4, Capai 4, Ameda 4, Larong 3, 
Lande 2, C23, Corantes 0. 

Quarters: 22-15, 44-31, 6052, 7482 


The fight will speak for itself 


I WILL not dignify tomorrow's non-title fight be- 
tween Manny Pacquiao and Thailand's Fahsan 
3K Battery with any further comment. 1 believe 
‘what the boxing fans will see live at the Fortin 
Taguig and on TV will speak for itself. As far as 
Tm concemed, I have done my duty to act as a 
‘watchdog for pro boxing by alerting the people 
as to what to expect from the ongoing and dan- 
gerous travesty of frequent mismatches and pro- 
tecting the fans against the gross improprieties 
‘committed by sleazy promoters who are robbing 
the public blind. 

Veteran basketball player Nelson Asaytono 
was the biggest revelation of last Wednesday's 
nerve-frazzling PBA encounter at the Big Dome 
where never-say-die Red Bull outclassed league- 
leading Talk 'N Text, 105-96. 

‘A two-time MVP candidate in the late 1980s, 
the 37-year-old Asaytono provided the spark 
that enabled coach Yeng Guiao's Barako to beat 
the TNT Phone Pals, who led, 53-49, at halftime 
and 78-69 at the end of the third quarter. 

Playing inspired basketball, Asaytono teamed 
up brilliantly with peppery Jimwell Torion, 
mueh-improved Rico Villanueva and 2004 slam. 


Pma. meres sa 
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dunk king Cyrus Baguio. In the last 1:12 of the 
naikbiting game, Asaytono took the stellar role 
when he pieced together six points in a row to 
seal the match for the Photokina franchise, 101- 
94, ime down to just 31.7 seconds. 

“Asaytono was named “Player of the Game” for 
his sterling performance. 

With the victory, Red Bull moved up to 6-7 in 
the team standings, while slumping TNT 
dropped to 10-4. 

Known as “The Bull” in the pro league, 
Asaytono enjoyed his finest years with the Swift 
Hotdogs and San Miguel Beer during the late 
1980s. The 6-foot-3 power forward from Orien- 
tal Mindoro had a single high of 48 points with 
Swift then under coach Yeng Guiao and a career- 
high average of 23.1 ppg for San Miguel under 


coach Ron Jacobs. 

Guiao said Asaytono will be a big asset to the 
team which has been badly crippled by the vol- 
untary departure of Davonn Harp and Mick Pen- 
nisi and the injury suffered by Junthy Valen- 
zuela, Vergel Meneses and Omanzie Rodriguez. 
“Asaytono' vast experience will surely help our 
team alot,” said the 42-year-old Guiao. 
ROBERTO REVERENTE CUP In a fitting tribute 
to the late Roberto Reverente, who served as ex- 
ecutive vice president and chief operating officer 
of the Manila Jockey Club, officials of the MJC 
headed by president Alfonso “Boy” Reyno, direc- 
tor Mart Cepeda and marketing boss Henri Kahn 
assured the wife and son of the late lawyer- 
sportsman that the Roberto Reverente Cup held 
last Sunday will now be an annual affair at the 
San Lazaro Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite. 

Being There, a4-year-old chestnut mare sired 
by Distorted Humor out of Fanfare Bubbles, won 
‘Sundays initial staging of the Reverente Cup, 
beating former Presidential Cup winner Free 
Wind by two lengths in the 1,600-meter classic. 
Being There, expertly ridden by jockey Eldy Sal- 
vador, covered the distance in 1:40 flat. 
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Engineered for enjoyment 
The BMW 3 Series. 


Discover thë thrill of driving the BMW 3 Series. Experience 


unrivalled driving dynamics through its rear-wheel drive and the precise 
than 30 years of engineering excellence have created the benchmark for sports seda! 


Engineered for ownership. 


© 25% down payment and 0% interest for 4 years on selected BMW 3 Series models" 
* Or choose BMW Service Inclusive: a 5-year or 60,000km free service package including parts and labor 


* 318i M Sport, 325i Executive and 325i M Sport. 
Valid until December 31, 2004. 
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Snipers, Jewelers 


G. Goose begin URBL finals | 


GAMETODAY 
(Santo Domingo Peoples Center) 
5pam.--llcos Sur Snipers 
Vs M. Lhuiie-Cebu City 
‘GAME TOMORROW 
(Santo Domingo Peoples Center) 
5pm—M. Lhullier-Cabu Cily 
vs locos Sur Snipers 


SANTO Domingo, Ilocos Sur— 
The Ilocos Sur Snipers and M. 
Lhuilier-Ceba City begin their 
bestoffive championship series 
today in the United Regional Bas- 
Ketball League at the Santo 
Domingo People's Center here. 

At stake is the distinction to be 
the first ever champion of URBL 
and the 5 p.m. encounter is ex- 
pected to be tough to the very 
end. 

The Snipers claimed the No. 1 
spot after the double-round semi- 
finals and playing the first two 
games before their hometown 
crowd will be a big boost in their 
bid for a 2-0 start in the best-of- 
five championship series of this 
toumament sponsored by Lac- 
tovitale and adidas. 

However, the Jewelers hold a 
3-1 edge over the Snipers in their 
four meetings this conference. 
Moreover, the Snipers only loss at 
home came from the hands of M. 
Lhuillier, 83-85, last Oct. 24. 

Cebu City Councilor and Jew- 
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elers coach Raul “Yayoy” Alcose- 
ba told his wards to steal at least 
one of the two back-to-back 
games and hopefully wrap up the 
series in front of their home fans. 
“This wil be our humble 
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Christmas gift to the Cebuanos,” + 


said coach Alcoseba. 

Boosting the Jewelers’ chances 
isthe full recovery of spitfire Bong 
Marata from injury. Marata, who 
averages 12.5 points per game, 
retumed in time to steer the team 
to victory in their last two semifi- 
nal games, including one over the 
Snipers, 74-68, in the elimination 
round finale last Dec. 3. 

Backing him up are three of 
the Jewelers’ more consistent 
scorers—Bruce Dacia (13.3 ppg), 
James Laygo (13.2 ppg) and 
Woodraw Enriquez (11.2 ppg) 
along with Leo Bat-og and Aldrin 
Ocañada. 

Coach Mario Quitoriano fears 
the absence of starting point 
guard Orly Torrente, who's nurs- 
ing a knee injury, could affect the 
team. 

Mike Manigo, Mico Quitoriano 
and Richard Hardin will have to 
step up in place of Torrente and 
alternately set up plays for 
Snipers top guns Jeff Sanders 
(133 ppg), Allan Yu (11.0 ppg), 
Jerome Barbosa (10.5 ppg) and 
Dondon Mendoza (10.4 ppg). 


MOA SIGNING: PBA commissioner Noli Eala (left) shakes hands with 
Basketball Association of the Philippines president Tiny Literal after | 
the signing of the Memorandum of Agreement between the PBA and 
the BAP Wednesday. With them are BAP secretary general Graham | 
Lim and executive vice president Christian Tan (right). 


a FEST 
Som em BMD Series 
23 

| 


O 


id efficiency of its VALVETRONIC engines, the 


lic Stability Control (DSC), More 


Per DTI-NCR 


ermit No, 5854 Si 


ta BMW » 2324 Pasong Toe Eslenson, Maha iy» fu (02) B92 8127 to 29. For (21G 7 


m 


steno PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Axl SPORTS ; ca 3 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2004 


Sotto brothers 
ana to brothers Horsemen demand 


Wednesday when someone called a go, out in the Inquirer on Wednes- 


out my name. It was Maru Sotto, day. e 

the youngest of the golfing Sotto “We got heckled left and right 9 
brothers; the others are Tito, Vic by our friends and fans alike,” 

and Val. Maru was with Nelson said Maru. “One said, ‘gumastos 

Cheng and Noel Plana at the ve- Ad S. pa kayo sa bonggang anibersaryo 

randah of the Baguio Country Mendoza ng Eat Bulaga! Pero nagkalat na- 

Club. All three were having 024022 OSANG man kayo sa golf.” p 

beer—their way of capping the Turned out that 56 was the to- A BIG group of disgruntled horse- =o 
night. All three, together with esitto move, there isrio penalty. tal output of Maru, Nelson and men, some with their horses in tow, 
Tito and Vic, compose the lineup 1f the ball is moved, it must be Noel, which means the scores of picketed the Philippine Racing Com- 
of Eat Bulaga-Macabud currently replaced.” Tito and Vic, who finished late mission office yesterday to demand 
competing in the ongoing 55th Thad initially thought Maru's in the day, had been left out. the resignation of Phikacom chair 
Fil-Am Golf Invitational in the opponent was guilty of an in- “But what really hurt was the Jaime Dilag and his five commission- 
City of Pines. fraction. I was right, but only if item in the story that Tito and ers over the mandatory Equine Infec- 

“Long time no see,” said it were match play. Rule 18-3b Vic played badly so that their tious Anemia (EIA) testing issue. baga? bi? 
‘Maru, extending his hand fora says, “If, other than during scores were not registered,” said Bearing placards denouncing the W y E 
handshake. "May I offer youa search for a players ball, an op- Maru. "The truth is, Tito was the Philracom alleged unlawful order Du 
drink?” ponent, his caddie or his equip- team’s top scorer that day and On the EIA testing, the protesting i Who 

1 have known the Sottos for ment moves the ball, touches it Vic was third best. Today, Tito is owners and their supporters Q NY mg | 
years so that even if my eyelids purposely or causes it to move, our top scorer again and Vie marched from the Santa Ana Park to x 
had become heavy as lead, I except as otherwise provided in third best anew.” the Electra House to dramatize their 
couldn't say noto the only Sotto the Rules, the opponentincursa The correct scores were print- disgust over Dilag and Co. for their 
who loves avoiding TV cameras. penalty of one stroke. It the ball edin yesterday's issue of the In- reprehensible indifference to the 

“A glass of wine, please?” I is moved, itmustbe replaced.” quien but even before the erra- Plight of industry players like own- HORSEMEN demonstrate their protest. 
said to the waiter. Nelson Cheng complained tumcameout,ihadtoapologize €S, jockey trainers and grooms they : 

Des Bautista and Jake Ayson, about a flightmate who insisted to Maru in this night of near- should beprotecting aboveall” Morales and Francisco Araneta, negligible horses illness. 
who were with me on ourwayto that Nelson hit his ball from a wintry chill at the BCC veran- Some 300 owners, trainers, among others, in condemning the... “Dont Kill Me” and "Dont Kill My 
hitthe sack, were also invited by spot that Nelson deemed was dah. grooms and supporters joined re-  Philkacom's continued refusal to Investor signs were plastered on the 
Marutoanightcap and they also not the right place to make his “When Tito learned about the Speed _businessmensportsmen heed a Department of Agriculture side of the horses to symbolize the 
ordered wine. stroke. error in the news report, head. Wiliam Dag, lawyer Narciso order which had classified EIA as a protest against the unilateral order. 

After the usual kumustahan, = “When I refused to heed him, just stay cool,” said 
howdy and all, talk inevitably he said, ‘Are you looking for h RP t kst : s B 
shifted to—you guessed it trouble?” Even as he had his je republic. rac ers shine in ang (0) 
right—golf. driver in his hands, I stood my From his hotel roam, Vic also 

“Today, the caddie of my fel- ground and said to him, ‘It’s up relayed his dismay to me 
low competitorlifted my ball sit. to you.’ He backed off,” said Nel- through the cell phone while T 
ting beside a tree and then told son. was at the verandah. But other- 
me to hit it with the tree notin Jake reminded Nelson thata wise, he also took things in 
play,” Maru said. “I got back my player always has the final say stride. 
ball, replaced it to its original on what to do with his ball. “Not “Nabukulan kami sa kantiyaw 
position behind the tree and, even a rules man can force a but after talking to you, I felt NENA ied 
Eom a stymied position, [hit it, player to do a thing against his better” Vic said. A rectification Thailand. SeAGamies veera Ema MUGS... matga romena homeo 
Somebody said afterwards that will during a round,” Jake said. would solve everything.” bes of te pon SE BANG AN CIEE nh iad one 

na 5 of the newly formed Philippine dy of Philippine athletics, scooped 3 gS 19S SOS ste Yoo 
the caddie's player ought to be And then we came to the main Bottom line is, the Sotto Masters Athletics Association ids in her favotite nson rr no 2 
penalized for lifting my ball.” meat of the night: Eat Bulaga- brothers really played it cool" (pMAA) whose trip was backed by ga sana haa ord hand ag aaa TA 

Jake and I pulled out the Macabud “scoring” 56 points on amid the heckling and booing. Hi p T SSE = 

Rules book from our pocket. Tuesday when the truth was, the No fuss. No hyste: 


the Philippine Spons Commission Towed by Erinda Lavandia who got 
Rule 18-4 in stroke play seys, If team Scored 93. The story, Ihave known them for years (20 collened 10 gobs, 7 sivers 2 golds and 1 siver and Emerson mo TENET: raan Lr a 
a fellow competitor, his caddie which also falsely mentioned to be that way, even when any- 


and 1 bronzein theDee.1-Sevent. Obiena with 1 gold by breaking a jaa Meson 
or his equipment moves the that Eat Bulaga-Macabud was one of them was under the most 


ue Coma! Boa oran Ani fe 
“Our veterans’ feat is an en- new Amac record in the pole vault p, oyog Omas Paras 
players ball, touches it or caus- 12thamong 13 teams enteredin trying of times. 


FLASHING their old forms and athletes. Even after retirement, 
rekindling their past glories, Fil- they have shown their will to ex- 
ipino veteran athletes scored a cel driven by the kind of disci- 
pline they harnessed during 
Asian Masters Athletics Champi- their active years,” said PSC 
onships (Amac) held in Bangkok, Chair Eric Buhain. arse ra sm 


d ss Bd Spy ae Se 
couragement for all our national event. ‘act bay oe Si 


Its as useful to you a5 ocean water 
is to a thirsty man. At Meralco, 
we transform, break down and 
distribute electricity so you 
canuse it. 


And clearly, we do it well. 


“The power to change power. 
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By Musong R. Castillo. 


BAGUIO City—With lineups that could easily 
pass for national squads, Nike Golf flexed its 
might in both divisions at the start of champi- 
onship play in the 55th Fil-Am Golf Invita- 
tional Thursday, opening up huge leads to set 
itself up fora twin-kill this early. 

Jay Bayron and Jun Bernis both signed for 
three-under 66s at John Hay for 39 points 
each, as Nike pooled a 149 total to zoom 
ahead by 14 over Southwoods in the Fil cate- 
gory despite getting a quiet 36—level 
69—from ace Juvie Pagunsan, 

Boyet Saragoza turned in a 35 and Abe Ros- 
al's 32 did not count for Nike, whose Am team 
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Fil-Am rout looms as Nike 
bets pull away from field 


at the par-61 Baguio Country Club got an 
even 36 points from Tommy Manotoc and 32s 
from Ronnie Torrecampo, JR Tanpinco and 
Dave Hernandez for a 132 total and a 13- 
point cushion also on Southwoods. 

Matthew Manotoc’s 30, which could have 
spearheaded any other team's output, did not 
count for the Nike Am team. 

Gene Bondoc and Jun Jun Plana both card- 
ed 70s worth 35 points for Southwoods, 
which only got a 33 from former RP Amateur 
champ Artemio Murakami and a disappoint- 
ing 31 from national team rookie Michael 
Bibat that was thrown away. 

Junior standout Tonlits Asistio was the 
fourth-best scorer for Southwoods with a 32. 


Defending Fil champion Mizuno got the 
days highest score, a medal 65 for 40 points, 
from Marvin Dumandan, but not the support 
from the rest of its lineup as it struggled with 
a131 for third place. 

Laurence Negrido had a 32, Erwin Vinluan 
31 and Francisco Lopez a 28 to round out 
the Mizuno score. Raymund Sangils 21 did 
not count. 

Del Monte, the reigning PAL InterClub 
champion, was a farther four points behind at 
fourth after Louie Dacudao churned out a 70 
for 35 points. 

“The boys are determined, and that's nice,” 
said Manotoc, returning to the event after 
several years because ofa ruling dispute. 


37 players join ITT Invt’l Pro-Am golf 


A MERRY mix of the past, the present and the 
future makes up the small but crack cast that 
sees action in the first-ever Ideal Travel and 
“Tours Invitational Pro-Am that tees off Mon- 
day at Canlubang's tree-lined North course. 


teur field in the 36-hole event bankrolled 
by northern Luzon fishing tour specialist 
TTT. È 
Thirty-seven players are seeing action with 
Mario Siodina, Rey Alit and national swing 


man and Danny Zarate and journeyman Ed- 
die Bagtas loom as the top choices together 
with Lascuna in the men's division that stakes 
P50,000 to the winner. 

Pagunsan's World Amateur teammates 


JAY Bayron (left) and Jun Bernis: Spearheads of Ni 
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LETRAN went to its offense 
‘when its defense began to sput- 
„ter and fashioned out a 25-20, 
26-24, 26-28, 21-25, 17-15 vi 
tory over San Sebastian yester- 
day in the Shakey's V-League se 
ond conference at the Rizal Coli- 
seum. 
Chery Rose Macatangay-Rivera 


tossers 


trip SSC rivals 


Botor-Carpio, an Air Force 
sergeant, scored 31 of his game- 
high 34 points on attacks, induding 
the powerful clincher that ended 
the two-hour, 17-minute contest. 
Not to be outdone, Carpio, a 
Navy Seawoman second dass, 
spiked her seven hits with 44 excel- 
Jent sers as the Lady Knights moved 


Veteran Caloy Nival is the man to beat in 
Senior play, Antonio Lascuna tries to add 
another title to what has been a brilliant 
year and Juvic Pagunsan leads a crack ama- 


coach Roger Retuerto out to crowd Nival for 
the top senior prize of P35,000. 

Former Philippine Open champion Robert 
Pactolerin, Asian Tour veteran Carito Villaro- 


aha 


Trust Premiere/Besch Team triumphs Paanan aoten reaa 

‘THE TRUST Premiere/Bosch Team grabbed the top two overall spots in the g 
Normally Aspirated (NA) division of the 2004 Yokohama Miata Cup held over 
the weekend. Former rookie sensation Jose Luis Romero-Salas and team- 
mate Romy David tok first and second places, respectively. in a down-the- 
wire season which went down to the final two rounds at the Subic Internation- 
al Raceway. They finished with identical 78 points with the NA championship 
awarded to Romero-Salas due to his our first- place fishes. 


Asian Games 3K Fun Run at Baywalk 

THE PHILIPPINE Olympic Committe wil hold an Asian Games 3K Fun Run 
for kids 14 and below on Deo. 19 a the Baywalk along Roxas Boulevard with 
300 children expects to participate. A project of the Asian Olympic Commit- 
‘tee to promote the 2006 Asian Games in Doha, Qatar, the local leg of the fun 
runis the culminating leg in the series also held in India, Korea, Thailand, and 
China. The event is hosted by the city government of Manila with Mayor Lito 
Atlenza as special guest. 


PCCA 4-cocker gets going today 

BIG-TIME cockfighting resumes today as the Pasay Cockpit Cockers Asso- 
ciation (PCCA) 4-Cock Derby gets going at thé air-conditioned Pasay City 
Cockpit with more than 50 fights on tap. Sponsors are Sagupaan Complexor 
3000, Sagupaan B-50 Forten and Sagupaan Mite Free. This will be the first 
ina series of derbies ta be presented by PCCA for the 2004-2005 season, 
sald pt managers Oscar Gonzales, Eric de la Rosa and Butchoy Olano. The 
PCCA Cocker of the Year winner will be chosen after the series, For details, 
contact 8431890, 2431746 and 8166750. 


Enriquez Apordabel Na derby winner 
TANAY, an entry of fotele-sportsman Biboy Enriquez, lived up to its biling 
as pre-iournament favorite by winning the championship of Roligon Mega 
Cockpit’ Apordabol Na, Incredibol Pa 5-Gock Derby Wednesday night. En- 
riquez fielded a combination of McLean Roundheads and Sweater Kelsos, 
ali ot them proven winners i bigtime derbies, to clinch the te after post- 
ing a pertect score ot five points. The event, participated in by 225 cockers 
and breeders all over the country, was hosted by promoter Rally Ligon. A 
prize of P2 milion and a Pajero went to the winners. 


FG calls off pledging session 

FIRST Gentleman Mike Arroyo yesterday called off the pledging session set 
this Saturday at Malacafiang intended to rise funds for the country's athletes 
in next year's Southeast Asian Games, opting Instead to address the more ur- 
Qent needs of the victims of the recent typhoons that wreaked havoc in vari- 
Ous provinces. Mr. Arroyo reset the pledging session to January next year. 


Castañares meets foe in weigh-in 
AUCKLAND, New Zealand—Philippine junior walter king Dindo Castafares 
of Cabu wil meet for the first time his Colombian-bom, Auckand-based op- 
ponent Guillermo "Pantera" Mosquera today during the official weigh-in to 
be held at the Portage Peninsula Hotel Avondale here. World Boxing Foun- 
dation president Mick Croucher of Australia will be supervising the weigh- 
in, which will be beamed Ive here by TV3. Castañares and Mosquera, the 
New Zealand junior welter champ, will vie for the vacant WBF junior welter 
crown on Saturday in a 12-round showdown at the Unitec ETA Stadium. 
Salven Lagumbay, contributor 


Michael Bibat and Artemio Murakami lead 
the homegrown field in the amateur division, 
which also drew a six-man Japanese team led 
byITT honorary chair Tetsuo Ochi. 


and Joan Botor-Carpio starred in 


up to solo third behind University 
evans second victory in three 


of Santo Tomas (3-0) and Philip- 
pine Sports Commission (2-1). 
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BUY 
to win a BRAND-NEW X-TRAIL 
or great PHILIPS Dream Packages! 


PBATIMEOUT@EVER GOTESCO: Joe! Go, (left) executive assistant 
to the president of the Ever Gotesco Group of Companies, and PBA 
commissioner Noli Eala sign the contract making the Ever Gotesco 
malls the venue of the PBA Interactive 

2005, With them are Chie Arao, (standing, left) marketing manager of 
Ever Gotesco Malls, and IMG country manager Princess Galura. 
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ENTERTAINMENT... 
GIRL MOM EXPECTS A BOY IN JANUARY 


made Osang's daughter 
pregnant but theyre 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2004 


not getting married | 


By Nini Valera 


OLO Revilla, 16, son 

of Sen. Bong Revilla 

and actress Lani 
Mercado, has made 
Rosanna Roces' daughter, 
Grace Adriano, 15, preg- 
nant, according to the 
boy's mother. 

Grace is already eight months 
pregnant and is due to give birth 
on Jan. 15, according to Lani, de- 
spite Osang's consistent and angry 
denial earlier. 

“But the two will not get mar- 
ried,” Lani told INguner Entertain- 
ment last Wednesday. “They are 
both underage. They can decide 
later if they want to get married.” 

Grace is expecting a boy, Lani 
said, citing the results of ultra- 
sound tests the girl took last Mon- 
day. 

In a phone conversation with 
Rosanna, the former talk show 


THE 16- 
‘YEAR-OLD 
father-to-be 


host said she had wanted to break 
the news of her daughters preg- 
nancy to the public on her birth- 
day last May. 

“Actually, I am so happy about 
the baby,” she said in Filipino. “1 
wanted to announce the coming 
of the baby myself. But what hap- 
pened was the news became an 
ugly rumor even before I could an- 


Osang is referring to her battle 
with former manager Lolit Solis 
and former friend Dr. Vicki Belo, 
both of whom Osang had accused 
of starting the rumor about 
Grace's pregnancy. The skirmish 
has led to a court battle among the 
parties. 

‘The actress had also cbnsistent- 
ly denied that Grace is pregnant. 
She apologized to INguaen Enter- 
tainment for keeping the truth 
away. 

“Tm sony I did not admit it 
then,” said Osang. “The incident 
was blown up into a vicious issue. 
Tjust wanted to protect my daugh- 


ter from the repercussions. It 
would have been best if there 
were no rumors, just my an- 
nouncement. But things got out of 
hand when people started talking 
aboutit.” 

Osang and her husband, Tito 
Molina, who had been together 
for 10 years, separated last Mon- 
day. Osang said the separation is 
for good. Sordid details ofthe split 
were published in a tabloid last 
Wednesday. 

Lani said it took her this long to 
admit that she and Bong would 
soon be grandparents because 
they were respecting Grace's wish 
that the pregnancy be kept a se- 
cret because she wanted to go to 
school. Lani also claimed that they 
denied the pregnancy at the time 
they were interviewed about it on 
TV because Jolo had not yet ad- 
mitted itto them. 

“We found out [the truth about 
the pregnancy] only afer we 
talked on TV” Bong also told In- 
‘quer Entertainment over the 
phone. 

Lani said Jolo had told them 
about the pregnancy after that TV 
interview. She said her son had al- 
so requested that they keep the 
pregnancy to themselves because 
Grace was not yet ready to admit it 
in public. 

‘From the start, I was worried 
about Grace and the baby,” Lani 
divulged. “She was just locked up 


in her room and refused to see 
anybody when the rumor about 
her pregnancy spread. Through 
Jolo, Iwas trying to open doors for 
her. 1 told them, Grace could still 
gotoschool even ifshe's pregnant. 
She could take up home study 
courses ortake classes through the 
computer. Everything was really 
uptoher? 

Lani said she and Bong would 
stand by the children even if they 
had decided that it was not the 
right time for them to get married. 
Jolo and Grace, being minors, still 
need parental consent to get mar- 
ried. 

“I had a serious talk with Jolo 
when I found out about the preg- 
nancy” Lani confided. “I told him 
he has to be responsible for their 
child. He would be the one sup- 
porting the baby. But Bong and I 
would help if he needs it.” 

Jolo has a two-year contract 
with ABS CBN. Lani said Jolo hasa 
decent income from show biz and 
would be capable of supporting 
the child. But she said she still has 
to discuss her son's case with Mal- 
ou Santos, SVP for Drama Produc- 
tion and Star Cinema. 

Lani said she and Bong have 
maintained contact with Osang. 
She said they agreed to talk again 
about announcing the pregnancy 
last Monday. They were supposed 
to have talked again last Thursday. 

Eighteen years ago, Lani and 


Only half a minute to shine ........ 


story of two children’s fantastic 
journey through time to find the 
best Christmas present ever. 
Characters who will come to life 
include Peter Pan, Captain Hook, 
‘Mr and Mrs. Santa Claus, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Crachit, Tiny Tim and 
the Holy Family. Call 633-5010. 


“George and the Dragon’ 
TOM Reeves film, “George and the 
Dragon," is a medieval romp loose- 
ly based on the legend of St. 
George, England's patron saint and 
the epitome of knightly chivalry. 
Having retumed from the Cru- 
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sades, all George really wants to do 
is settle down and run a modest 
farm. But destiny takes over with 
maidens in distress, nasty merce- 
naries wreaking havoc, and a par- 
ticularly huge monster. 

‘The film stars James Purefoy, 
Patrick Swayze, Michael Dun- 
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can Clark, Piper Perabo, and 
Jean Plowright. 


New stars in ‘Krystala’ 
CHANNEL 2's “superserye,” “Krys- 
tala,” acquires even more fire- 


power with the stellar infusion in- 
to its regular cast of teen idols 


|Astoiage Werotinap guia Mo | eaten 


Ea 


a perea 
KA = 
a= 


Sates 
tenet Scene 


[HIN Gana | tosan GMV | VAs 


ROSANNA claims she almost 
told the truth earlier. 


Bong had found themselves in the 
same situation. Lani was 18 and 
Bong 19 when they got married in 
the US because Lani was pregnant 
with their eldest son Bryan. Jolo is 
the couple's second child. 

“Our situation is different,” Lani 
said. “We were more mature then. 
We wanted to get married, and we 
had to get our parents’ consent, 
Wecouldn't have gotten married if 
we did not have their permission.” 

Osang herself went through the 
same experience as Grace. She 
was an unwed mother to Grace 
and Onyok before she started a re- 
lationship with Tito. 

The actress also told INQUIRER 
Entertainment that she and Tito 
are over. 

“I packed his clothes myself and 
told him to go,” said Osang. “Un- 
fortunately, he took two pairs of 


Sandara Park and Hero Ange- 
les, along with new comedienne 
Pokwang. 

Hero plays a soldier from the 
future, who is assigned to assassi- 
nate the person who will cause 
Krystala to lose a pivotal battle. 

Sandara plays Kim, the half-sis- 
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LANI says she's concerned 
about Grace. 


pants that belonged to Onyok. My 
son cried, not because Tito left, 
but because he took with him his 
pants.” 

She said Tito was hooked on 
drugs and had spent some of her 
money and had mismanaged her 
businesses, including an auto de- 
tailing shop on Katipunan Avénue 
in Quezon City. Tito was also in 
charge of Osangs farm in Antipolo, 
which is now the subject ofa right- 
oFway dispute between Osang and 
local government officials. 

“He even touched the trust fund 
for Grace,” said Osang of Tito. 

Inquirer Entertainment could 
not contact Tito, whose cell phone 
number has apparently been 
changed. 

Asked where Tito could be 
found, the feisty actress said: “Sa 
kangkungan [in the trash].” 


ter of Miguel (Ryan Agoncillo). A 
balikbayan, she decides that living 
here isn't all that bad, especially 
after she meets Hero's character. 
As for Pokwang, she portrays Fan- 
tasia, the newest diwata sent to 
look for Tala, lead star Judy Ann 
Santos’ other character 
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Mactan Shangri-La Wins 
| Magazine Award | 


, SHANGRI-LAS Mactan Island Resort was 


j voted Favorite Resort Hotel and Shangri-La 
4 Hotels and Resorts, Favorite Hotel Chain in 
4 Asia in the fourth annual TIME Readers’ 


‘Travel Choice Awards Survey. The group has 
won the award every year since the awards” 
inception. 

‘The survey was open to TIME's readers in 
‘Asia and the award winners were voted by the 
magazine's elite audience of decision-makers, 
based on their preference of Asia's top brands 
in the'travel sector. The awards not only ac- 
knowledge an overall standard of excellence 
at the winning hotels, they are also testament 
to each hotel's outstanding customer service 
and athenities. 

General manager Timothy Wright says, “We 
are honored to have won the trust of TIME 
magazine's readers. This award attests to the 
tireless dedication to customer service by the 
whole team’ 


Shown is Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts 
Philippines chair Tomas Zita, and Mactan 
‘Shangri-La GM Timothy Wright. 

Hong Kong-based Shangri-La Hotels and 
Resorts currently manages 44 hotels under 
the Shangri-La and Traders Hotels brands, in 
‘Australia, mainland China, Fiji, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
‘Singapore, Thailand, Taiwan and the United 
Arab Emirates with a room inventory of over 
21,000. In addition, the group has over 20 
projects under development in Canada, main- 
land China, India, Malaysia, Maldives, Oman, 
Qatar and Thailand. 

In Cebu, it operates the 547-room Shangri- 
La's Mactan Island Resort located in Lapu La- 
pu City. The first ISO-14001 certified resort in 
the country, it won recently the much coveted 
Ecology in Economy Award given by the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries. 


It’s a Merry December at Dusit Hotel Nikko 


DUSIT Hotel Nikko invites you to celebrate 
the holidays with them as they have pre- 
pared special Christmas offerings just 
foryou. 

Celebrate the holidays with your family at 

Dusit Hotel Nikko and indulge with the Café’s 
wide array of Asian and International buffet 
priced at P850.00++ per person. Also includ- 
ed in the buffet are Roast Beef, Sashimi, Sushi 
and Tempura. 
* A special Christmas and New Year Yuletide 
Buffet, which includes a “Champagne Buffet”, 
will be offered for hunch and dinner on Dec. 
24, 25, 31 and Jan 1, 2005 priced at 
9504+ per person. 

Get one free meal whenever you dine with 
a group of 8, 12 and 16 perdons availing 


themselves of the lunch or dinner buffet, plus 
free one round of iced tea or soft drink. This is 
offered for the entire month of December. 

Due to popular demand, one of the most 
appreciated Japanese restaurants by food 
connoisseurs—Benkay Japanese Restaurant 
of Dusit Hotel Nikko brings back the Japanese 
Hot Pot Fair "Nabe Kaiseki” from Dec. 1 to 31 
with four choices to choose from. A must try 
during the cold season, sample fresh seafood 
with vegetables. 

Have a fill of those yummy treats like 
‘Christmas Cookies, Pralines and Chocolates, 
‘Traditional Ginger Breads and other Christ- 
mas delights available at the hotel's Deli 
Shop. Choose from the many selections that is 
ideal for gift-giving. 


Do not let this month pass without trying 
any from the five a la carte dishes of the Hue 
Food Festival--the last of the three-part Jour- 
ney to Vietnam” food festival at Dusit Horel 
Nikko's Thien Duong Vietnamese restaurant 
highlighting the best dishes of the Viemamese 
regions also from Dec. 1 to 31, 2004. Hue still 
preserves a tradition of imperial cuisine. Most 
of the dishes are chicken broth based and is a 
bit spicy compared to the other regions. Savor 
Hue's Braised Beef Frank, Roasted Yogurt 
Marinated Chicken, Hue Noodle Soup with 
Pork and Beef, Stir-Fried Chicken with Green 
Pepper and Baby Corn, Sauteed Dry Shrimp 
with Bamboo Shoot. X 

For inquiries and reservations, please call 
Dusit Hotel Nikko at 867-3333. 


The Bellevue Hotel welcomes ‘balikbayans’ 


‘THE BELLEVUE Hotel welcomes 
balikbayans back home with its 
affordable Balikbayan Package. 
From Dec. 1 to Jan. 30, 2005, Fil- 
ipinos holding US citizen pass- 
ports have a chance to enjoy their 
stay in the country for less. 

For only P3,5004 4 for Deluxe 


Gig Bag 


F 


You'll be playing 
within minutes! 


The V-TOSE GUITAR PAC cota ver ng a piring 


GuitarStrap 
Picks 
Cable 


room and P 4,000++ for Busi- 
ness Deluxe, enjoy a host of perks 
such as daily buffet breakfast for 
two, round-trip airport transfers, 
express massage for two at The 
Bellevue Spa, 20-percent dis- 
counton hotel food and beverage 
outlets, 20-percent discount on 


BUY 1 em TAKE ALL......!!! 


Buy One BEHRINGER Guitar for only PHP 6,395.00 and 
geta FREE BEHRINGER V-ToneGM108, 
Gig Bag, Guitar Instructions, Picks, Cable 


[4 Guitar Instructions = 


Special Introductory Price 


city tour in WOW Phil 
tramuros or half-day car service 
to Duty Free Philippines: For 
those availing of suites rooms 
such as the Executive Suite, Pre- 


spa and salon services, free shut- 
dle service to Festival Mall or Ala- 


miere Suite and Bellevue Suite, 


on room rates apply. 


tive hotel living. 


an amazing 50-percent discount 


‘The Bellevue Hotel is southern 
Metro Manila's answer to distinc- 


Enjoy dining at the Easter: 
themed Café D' Asie Asian Spe- 
cialty Restaurant or party the 
night away at the hotels enter- 
tainment center at the rooftop, 
the 20/20. Reward yourself with 
a day of pampering at The Belle- 
vue Spa Club, or lounge by the in- 
finity pool for barbecues. For in- 
quiries, call 771-8181. 


Wh 
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“The Peninsula Marila Hotel 
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Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
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Royal Mandaya Hotel 
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Yuletide Season at The 
Waterfront Cebu City Hotel 


-P 6,395 
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DECK the halls with boughs of holly, "tis the season to be jolly! It's H (074) 446 0704 
eens 


Christmas once again, doesn't time go by in a blink of an eye. To 
start of the glorious season's events, Waterfront Cebu City Hotel 
and Casino (WCCHC) held their Ceremonial Lighting of the Tree 
last Nov. 30. This ceremonial tradition commemorates the start of 
a jeweled Yuletide season at WCCHC with events that are sure to 
guarantee happy holidays. Visit Santa's Cor- 
ner at the hotel's patisserie and boulan- 
gerie, Madeleine, and whisper your wish list 
to Santa ‘cause he'll be waiting for you every 
Saturday from Dec. 4 to 18. Wish Upon A 
Christmas Tree, still at to 25, where you can 
make a wish and hang it on the Christmas 
Tree. In return, you get a yummy Yuletide 
cookie! Complete the Misa de Gallo at WC- 
CHCs Mezzanine Foyer every 5 a.m. After- 
wards, get a bite at the Lobby Lounge's Bib- 
ingka and Puto Bumbong Corner which 
opens at 4 a.m, on Dec. 16, on the first day 
of the Misa de Gallo. Bask in the Christmas 
spirit as you enjoy 9 Days of Christmas Car- 
ols which starts at 6:30 p.m. at the Lobby 
Lounge from Dec. 16 to 24. Celebrate 
Christmas with the Misa de Aguinaldo on 
Christmas Eve at 10p.m. at the Arctic Room 
and enjoy a Puppet Show on Christmas Day 
at 3 p.m. at the Lobby Lounge. But wait! 
Have a post-Christmas indulgence with 
Madeleine's Yuletide Bake Sale on 
the Dec. 26. 
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Only half a minute to shine 


‘THERE'S a new show on the AXN cratic but self-destructive com- tennis balls! around his shoulders and walks ence--which is ok for viewers, 
Channel that could be worth the modityin modern life. VIEWFINDER Now, that takes not just talent, on his hands, and the man with who want a litle weirdness in! 
idle channel surfer's while: Titled Well, “30 Seconds of Fame” has ja but also incredible di an amazingly malleable nose. their lives, but eventually a turn- 
“30 Seconds of Fame,” the “tal- taken Warhol’s concept one bet- ZEY concentration. tively, That sort of goony “entertain- off for other others who find it ul- 
ent” show gives its contestants ter (or worse), and gives its con- Nestor ? however, while the innovative ment” brings out the worst, not timately demeaning for everyone 
just that—at most 30 seconds to testants only half a minute'to Te musician did get into the finals, just in the performers, but in the concerned. To which group 
geton the good side of the bitchy shine.-or be hooted off the U. Torre HA hedidn't win the top prize. Studio audience as well. After a would you belong? 
studio audience, and thus romp stage, ‘That dubious honor went toa while, the shows set begins to, 
‘off with the P25,000 top prize for The key is the studio audi- gard the competition as frivolous puge woman who belted out a look and sound like today’s ver- ‘Peter Pan’ 
‘each show. ence's power to applaud or pul- and bitchy “entertainment,” and song with the lung-power of a sion ofthe Roman Coliseum in an- TRUMPETS announces that 
Decades ago, Andy Warhol said verize any and all of the “talents” Jet it goat that. hippo in heat—which just: cient times, when early Christians prices of tickets for its Christmas 
that everybody was entitled ro his who subject themselves to its | TO be sure, the show does un- show that the studio “ ‘were ripped limb from limb by vi- musical offering, “Peter Pan and 
TS miniis of fame. That was his completely subjective verdict. earth the occasional genuine tal- aren't exactly big onsubtlety. cious lions, to the even more vi- the Time Machine,” have been re- 
way of observing that the world The audience’sdecisions areso ent, like the man who practiced That being the case, most of cious crowd's screeching delight. duced. The musical show will be 
had become so obsessed with me. whimsical that contestants for 10 years so that he could play the contestants choose to unveil, So, except for the genuine tal- staged at SM Megamall Cinema 
dia, and media used up people's shouldn't take them personally, tunes on a portable electronic notrealtalent, but weird acts like ents it occasionally showcases, 10on Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 19. 
lives so quickly, that “fame” had and viewers shouldn't take them keyboard--not with his fingers, the grandma who does rap, the “30 SecondsofFame” is generally The musical tells the whimsical 
“become an exceedingly demo- seriously! We should simply re- but by hitting the right keys with gymnast who drapes his legs a weird viewing experi- ‘ONLY/A30 
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A showcase of thanks to creative Hello Kitty lovers! 
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from our contestants and celebrities at the Hello One-of-a-Kind Museum, 
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and will be open to the public on December 12 until the 30th - 12noon to 6pm. 
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Big wedding in Lubao for John Lloyd 


By Amy Mosura 
Contributor 


SURPRISING but true—December, not June, 
is statistically the biggest wedding season for 
Filipinos. It is no surprise, then, that fiction 
follows fact with the romantic ABS-CBN tele- 
serye “It Might Be You" ending with a big wed- 
ding. This has taken the all-star cast, led by 
John Lloyd Cruz and Bea Alonzo, all the way 
to 402-year-old Lubao Church in Pampanga 
for the final day of shooting. 

‘Although the producers are keeping under 
wraps the entire sequence of events leading 
to, and from this climactic wedding scene, the 
staff and crew have no problem discussing 
their feelings about the show's conclusion. 
Maybe it's because they are on day 3 of a 
marathon taping, and everyone's feeling a 
strange mix of melancholy and giddiness. 

‘They are making preparations for the wed- 
ding scene just past midnight on Wednesday, 
Dec. 8—the exact date that "It Might Be You” 
made its prime time debut a year ago. 


Twice ‘married’ 

“Pm only 17, and I've worn a wedding dress 
twice already!” says Bea Alonzo, whose high 
spirits, she notes, hide her real feelings about 
the teleserye's conclusion. “Im feeling a lot of 
sadness, now that its Finally sunk in that we 
are on our last taping day. We were all at din- 
ner break just a couple of hours ago, and for 
some reason, we had a litle nostalgia festival 
—we were talking about all we've gone 
through over the past year. ‘Remember when 
this happened? And when Tito Pip did this or 
that?" 

Bea, who's currently working on a film that 
teams her up with another ABS-CBN heart- 
throb, Piolo Pascual, admits that her closeness 
with costar John Lloyd Cruz may be a great 
factor in her wistfulness over the show's end. 

“Tve matured a lot in the past year, and my 
relationship with Lloydy reflects that,” she 
says. "We've been working together for three 
years, and iba talaga yung kakulitan niya (his 
playfulness is something else). 1 have to say 
Til miss that, now that we're no longer going 
to see each other on a near-daily basis. But Fm 
confident that we'll again be working together 
very soon. I just know it” 


He's upbeat 

John Lloyd, on the other hand, is taking a 
characteristically upbeat attitude toward his 
separation from the “It Might Be You” family, 
and his “hopefully temporary” separation 
from Bea. “I'm actually very happy for Bea, be- 
cause its a step toward maturity for her, and 
for me as well,” he says. “While over this year, 
Bea and I have had a successful series, and 
completed a movie that fans really supported, 
Thonestly think this move by Star Cinema is 
brilliant, because it avoided creating any un- 
realistic expectations about any project that 
would team up Bea and me again. It was a 
good time for a break, and even if Pl really 
miss Bea, I have no complaints.” 

Gilbert Perez, director of the acclaimed film 
“Jologs” who co-directs “It Might Be You"— 
along with Don Cuaresma and Retchie del 
Carmen--has been given the unenviable task 
of megging this P2-million sequence, which 
involves thousands of white roses, 800 extras 
in formal wear driven in from Manila, and 
complete wedding outfits for all members of 
the main cast. 

“What I'm proudest of is the fact that we 
ended the series on our own terms, with the 
ratings still high and the story still strong,” 
Perez notes. “What we're aiming for is to 
reach the exact note of romance and destiny 
that we wanted to hit when we began.” 


Seven drafts 
Not that it came easily, reveals Josel Garli- 
tos, one ofthe series writers. "We went through 
seven drafts, and a whole lot of really wild end- 
ings. We were trying to go back to the original 
BIGWEDDING/ A34 
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+ FA It Might Be You’ 
tele-series writers came 
up with several finalé 


cheesy to the fantastic, 
before this ‘perfect’ one 
was picked 
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You may call it few months were just 
part of a film that 
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watching. A down- 

jea beat option has Cielo 

and Lawrence meet- 

FOR ALL BRANCHES ing upin heaven. And 

there is one where 

Lawrence becomes a 

stone statue. Finally, 

ABS-CBN manage- 

ment and the series’ 

- creative team decided 

Perfect for intimate parties, exclusive launches, corporate events and that a wedding would 

other types of private functions. Ayala Cinemas brings you the country's be the most satisfying 

one and only private cinema, Now it can be yours. finish, And so a 

For inquiries, pletise call 752-1862 or 757 3860 to 62: Stee wae fam, 

i - : and a final story line 
was polished. 

The stars and staff 
take a lot of pride in 
saying that the show 
made them a family, 
and it's easy to see 

4 THE POLAR EXPRESS 1 OUT OF REACH the proof in their ac- 
2 PA-SIYAM 2 THE GHOST Nak LIFAN. Car 
3 OUT OF REACH 3 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS long-lost mother Or 
ALADDIN & JASMINE GET STARSTRUCK 4 THE GHOST 4 THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE landa, fusses over 
‘SHOW SCHEDULE: 5BRIDGET JONES 2 5 NATIONAL TREASURE Bea's gown as she 

ana corgua PG prepares to walk 
FANGE EES: down the aisle, and 

HFAINGEEES APA G Sc finally helps arrange 


Bea's veil If, OF 
4 ALEXANDER THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE Bes veil herselt On 


2 TAXI 2 PA-SIYAM aisle, Titso Cruz II, 
3SAW 3 FIRST DAUGHTER who plays Cielo's fa- 
4 BRIDGET JONES 2 4 CELLULAR ther, the repentant 


5 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS former politico 
Ernesto Trinidad, 


po docs jokes to keep 
the cast members” 
palya leaturi p z spirits up at 3 a.m. 
ka. 2 “Love baal] 1BRIDGET JONES 2 4 THE GRUDGE And Lani Mercado, 
Loveman? 2. CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 2 PA-SIYAM Nio apay ee 
3 PA-SIYAM 3 FIRST DAUGHTER eae BAAL 
4 NATIONAL TREASURE 4 NATIONAL TREASURE ee nme a 
5 DARKNESS 5 ALEXANDER friend Jean Garcia 
6 CELLULAR from across the 
makeup table as they 
both get their game 

faces on. 


AT 17, she has worn 
‘two wedding gowns. 


Big 
wedding... 
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peg as a fusion of the 
teleserye and the new- 
er, more eccentric chi- 
novela genre, In try- 
ing to avoid all the 
soap clichés, we pre- 
sented out-of the box 
ideas.” These include 
an ending that 
harkens back to the 
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"Fd out | Find out why the cr the critics are laughing out loud! 
ris 


GET NAUGHTY THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON 


“One of the 


“Made me “When the 90 
year's best 


LOS ANGELES—The laugh loud ‘minutes are up, 


Grammys have gone 


autobiographical. T = films!” vey and often as , you'll likely 


Kanye West reps 
about religion, his 
fears and his own 
greatness, Usher 
steamed up the 
charts with songs 
about sex, affairs and 
breakups. Alicia Keys 
sang about aching for 
love, confiding se- 
crets and imagining a 
different future for 
herself. 

Their reward for 
the tellall music—a 
collection of Grammy 
nominations Tues- 
day, 10 for West and 
eight each for Keys 
and Usher, 

After last years 
glossy pop, rap and 
rock led by OutKast's 
Grammy-winnir 
“Hey Yal,” all three of 
these artists energized 
the charts this year by 
exposing deeply per- 
sonal emotions, ideas, 
desires, flaws and in- 
securities. 

“I chink we all put 
a piece of ourselves, 
if not all of ourselves 
—I know I put every 
single inch—into my 
music, my songs, my 
production and’ ev- 
erything. I think 
that’s something that 
can be said for all 
three ofus,” Keys told 
The Associated Press. 


Top contender 
Producer-tumed- 
rapper West led all 
Grammy nominees 
and scored a bid for 
album of the year for 
his debut “The Col- 
lege Dropout,” which 
stood out in the rap 
landscape because of 
its atypical prose. It 
avoided the usual 
plotlines about sex, 
money and violence 
and touched on ev- 
erything from his 
faith to his fears of 
failure and other 

crises from his life. 

Healso hada nom- 
ination for best new 
artist and shared a 
songwriting bid for 
song of the year with 
his religious hit 'Ye- 
sus Walks.” 

The performer is 
known for bragging. In 
the press room at the 
recent American Mu- 
sic Awards, he claimed 
he was “definitely 
robbed” when he 
picked up no trophies. 

Even his braggado- 
cio style may mask his 
insecurities... “Tm 
scared of getting 10 


nominations and los- ER 
ing. It's happened be. p 
fore” he said after É 


helping announce the 
Grammy nominees at 
the Music Box The- 
atre in Hollywood. 


Ray inthe race 
West also was 
apologetic and re- 


grerful over the way Ẹ 


he reacted at the 
AMAS last month. “I 
should have accepted 
that more gracefully. 
I'm really ashamed of 
the way | reacted to 
thatsituation.” 

Half of West's 10 
nominations were in 
the rap field, including 
best rap album. He 
‘competes against him- 
self in the best rap- 
sung collaboration 
with the songs "Slow 
Jamz,” performed 
along with Twista and 
actorsinger Jamie 
Foxx, and ‘All Falls 
Down,” which he per- 
formed with Syleena 
Johnson. 

‘The eight respec- 
tive nominations for 
Usher and Keys, who 
collaborated on the 
hit “My Boo,” includ- 
ed album of the year 
for Keys! "The Diary of 
‘Alicia Keys" and Ush- 
e's “Confessions.” AP 
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| |. “Monumentally ambitious, 
| Oliver Stone's Alexander 
| accomplishes the twin 

| objectives of the epic biopic.” 
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H’wood’s most powerful 


LOS ANGELES—Walt Disney" 
Company's Anne Sweeney was 
named Hollywood's most pow 

ful woman on Tuesday, thanks in 
part to a few “Desperate House- 
wives.” 

Sweeney surged to No. 1 from 
17 last year on the Hollywood Re- 
porters “Women in Entertainment 
Power 100” list due mainly to her: 
promotion in April to co-chair of. 
Disney Media Networks and presi- 
dent of Disney-ABC Television 
Group, which is staging a come- 
back with hits like “Desperate 
Housewives” and “Lost.” 

“Anne Sweeney has a bigger 
job than any other woman w 
ing in television today. She's 
en the broadcast world by storm, 
supervising an almost unbeliev- 
able turnaround for the ABC net- 
work in a mere eight mon: 
said Christy Grosz, executi 
tor of the Hollywood Reporter's 
special Power 100 issue 

Sweeney did not develop or 
approve the two shows, but ana- 
lysts said her team's aggressive 
marketing efforts had made them 
successes. 

Following Sweeney on the list 
was last year's top-ranked female 
executive, Amy Pascal, vice chair 
and Motion Picture Group chair 
for Sony Corp.'s Sony Pictures 
Entertainment. 

Ranking third was Nancy 
Tellem, president of Viacom Inc.'s 
CBS Paramount Network Televi- 
sion Entertainment Group, 


lowed by Judy McGrath, chair of who moved down a notch. 
Viacom's MTV Networks, No. 4, Ata breakfast that featured a 
and Stacey Snider, chair of Uni- keynote speech by actress An- 
J A versal Pictures at No. 5. nette Bening, Sherry Lansing was 
iven the inaugural Sherry Lans- 
mnes Kag = Roberts highest paid POL kan exes ted 
im the creators of The Ring and 7 The magazine also ranked honor her groundbreaking 
NM e highest-paid actresses, led achievements and significant 
by Julia Roberts, who gets $20 contributions to the entertain- 
million a film, followed by mentindustry. 

Cameron Diaz, Nicole Kid- Lansing, credited with shatter- 
man, Reese Witherspoon, ing Hollywood's glass ceiling by 
Drew Barrymore, Halle Berry, becoming the first woman to 
Sandra Bullock and Angelina head production at a major stu- 
Jolie. dio, said in November she was 
Down toward the bottom of stepping down as chair of 

the top 10, Renee Zellweger, Paramount Pictures next year 
who gets $12 million per film, Lansing ranked seventh on the 
moved up to 9 from 10, switch: list this year after topping the list 
ing places with Jennifer Lopez, in previous years. Reuters 
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Peque Gallaga and Joey Reyes, director 
and writer respectively of "Oro Plata Ma- 
ta,” will collaborate again after about 20 
years in a project for Tony Gloria of U 

tel Pictures. The movie will be local ver- 
sion of “King Lear” and will be shot next 


i year, according to Reyes, who's now a top 
} ONE MISSED CALL filmmaker himself. 
Death Cannot Be Put On Hold sesse 
NOW SHOWING Distribuied by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures| 
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Fiscal reforms fail to impress World Ban 


F measure was passed within the 
year. Visiting representatives of 
Moody's finished this week their 
review of the Philippines’ fiscal 

ituation and economic policies, 
and ate expected to issue a deci- 


Earlier, the DOF revised its 
original proposal of the sin taxes 
bill and is now pushing for a wa- 
tered-down version, after realiz- 
ing that the original plan will 
have a difficult time breezing 


UNS .CARORS 


CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE WORLD Bank has urged the Arroyo administration to 
concentrate on pushing for “quality” fiscal reform mea- 
sures, saying that rushing the passage of cheaper but less 
contentious measures would not help the country get out 
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Stocks down 


SHARES yestor- 
day slipped led 
by number two 
phone frm 

Globe Telecomaftera news- w 277 

paper reported that Moodys” | 

a 


NOVEMBER 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


ratings agency was consider- 
ing cutting the country's rat- 
ing by two notches in Febru- 
ary. 

“The US-based ratings 
agency last month put Philip- 
pine sovereign debt—aiready two notches beto 
‘grade—on notice for a ratings cut. 

Itaiso put Globe, top phone firm PLOT and 11 of the country's major 
banks on review for a downgrade. 

Globe, which is jointly owned by conglomerate Ayala Corp. and Sin- 
gapore Telecommunications, fell 2.07 percent or P20 to P945, drag- 
ging the main index 7.5 points or 0.42 percent lower to 1,793.68 
points. 

{ts chief rival Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLOT), which 
is a quarter-owned by Hong Kong's First Pacific Co. Ltd., dropped P5 to 
P1,270. 

“Since Globe and PLOT was specifically mentioned as those that 
‘would be adversely affected by Moody's cut, they were sold down," 
said AB Capital Jose Vistan. 

Moody's cut the Philippines’ long-term currency rating to Ba2 from 
Bat in January and maintained its negative outlook. 

On Tuesday, London-based ratings agency Fitch cut Its outlook on 
Philippine sovereign debt to negative from stable, bringing it into line 
with Moody's rating. Reuters 
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“Botika” 
program 
kicks off 


THE GOVERNMENT 
is starting next week 
an aggressive pro- 
gram meant to pro- 
vide the public basic 
essential drugs, ac- 
cording to the Ph 
pine International 
‘Trading Corp. 

PITC chair and ex- 
ecutive officer Rober- 
to Pagdanganan said 
ina briefing yesterday 
that the medicines 
would be sold at five 
tosixtimes lower than 
prevailing market 
rates through the 
“Botika ng Bayan" 
program. 

Pagdanganan said 
the program was 
aimed at reducing 
the cost of medicines 
commonly bought by 
the poor by half of 
their 2004 prices 
‘within six years. 

Through the Botika 
project, a network of 
prvarely-run drug 
stores would be set up 
to provide products 
guaranteed by the De- 
partment of Health 
and the Bureau of 
Food and Drugs. 

“Bach outlet must 
be accredited by the 
PITC and 
DOH/BFAD,” the offi- 
cial said. “Supplies 
‘would be bought from 
drug firms operating 
here and abroad.” 

The first Botika 
outlet will be inaugu- 
rated next week at 
the PITC head office 
along. Tordesillas 
Street in Salcedo Vil- 
Inge, Makati City. 

More outlets will 
be opened initially in 
other parts of Metro 
Manila. 

“Around 300 out- 
lets would be estab- 
lished in nearby key 
cities and towns," 


a raffle draw every hour. See you theret 


At Ford Day, you can test drive awesome vehicles from the Ford family, 
learn more about Road Safety and have fun all at the same time. 
Lots of fun games and cool prizes await you and your family. There's even 
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ofits fiscal mess. 

According to World Bank 
Country Director Joachim von 
Amsberg, the governments eco- 
nomic team should not allow 
threats of a credit-rating down- 
grade compromise the Arroyo ad- 
ministration's revenue-raising 
measures, 

Economic officials are moving 
to hasten the passage of the Ar- 
royo administration's proposed 


following 


year. 


Vehicle sales dip 5%; 
Toyota keeps lead 
By Ronnel W. Domingo 


VEHICLE sales dipped for the first time this 
year by 5 percent in the first 11 months main- 
ly due toa delay in shipments of stock, partic- 
ularly of passenger cars. 

Industry sales from January to November 
reached 79,869 units compared to 84,290 in 
the same period last year, 

in a joint report, the Chamber of Automo- 
tive Manufacturers of the Philippines 
(Campi) and the Truck Manufacturers Associ- 
ation (TMA) said a 12-percent decline in car 
sales for November as against that for Octo- 
ber pushed down total sales. 

‘A total of 2,756 cars were sold last month 
against 3,133 units in October. 

So far, all units sold accounted for 91 per- 
cent of the 87,600 sales forecast for 2004. Lo- 
cal assemblers need to sell a total of 7,741 
units in December to meet the target. 

Campi and TMA originally hoped to sell 
100,000 units this year but revised the num- 
ber, citing the unfavorable economic situation 


VEHICLE) BS 


Bring the whole family to the hottest automotive event of the year! 


11 wan 


fiscal reform bills, at times by 
drafting less debatable versions, 


country's credit rating would be 
downgraded if none of the mea- 
sures would be passed within the 


Ratings firm Moody's Interna- 
tional Service earlier warned that 
the Philippines could have its 
credit rating downgraded if no 


sion on the country's credit rating 
by February. 

“The government should focus 
on the big picture. It should look 
beyond warnings by rating agen- 
cies, and concentrate on what 
needs to be done to bring back in- 
'vestor confidence,” Amsberg said 
in an interview after Tuesday 
night's signing of the World Bank- 
administered $200,000 grant for 
SARS prevention at the Depart- 
mentof Finance. 


through Congress because of in- 
tense lobbying against it by 
cigarette makers. 

“The economic team was initial- 
ly looking at P14 billion in addi- 
tional annual revenue from the 
original sin tax proposal, which 
seeks a 30.1-percent increase in 
tax rates in the first year of the 
laws implementation. But the 
latest DOF proposal seeks only a 
12-percent and 40-centavo in- 
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warnings that the 
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FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION 

‘Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo (left) asks leaders of the American Chamber of Commerce of 
the Philippines, led by executive director Robert Sears (right), to help the government fight 
corruption by making their members serve as monitors and volunteers who will help entrap 
and expose corrupt officials. Marcelo was the chamber’s guest in its monthly regular meeting. 
With Marcelo and Sears is Baron Buck of American Security Systems International. 
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Pagdanganan said. 
As for the pricing 
scheme, he explained 
BorKaBs 
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to be on schedule 909 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE Airlines, the flag car- 
rier once notorious for its flight 
delays, now claims that its flights 
are on schedule 90 to 95 percent 
ofthetime. 

“We are hitting our target of 
fiying on schedule 90 percent of 
the time for international flights, 
and 95 percent on domestic 
flights,” PAL president Jaime 
Bautista said. “Our numbers have 
been improving in the last three 
months.” 

Cebu Air Pacific of the Gokong- 

> wei Group was the first local air- 
lineto claim a 95 percent on-time 
formance. Cebu Pacific offi- 
cials said the company had sus- 
tained its record. 

PAL reported a net profit of 
P1.44 billion in the first half of 
operations starting April 2004 


PAL claims 


against a net loss of P1.09 billion 
a year ago. Of the amount, 
P204.13 million came during the 
July to September period against 
‘a net loss of P383.79 million last 


maintenance. 


forging new fleet leases. A 156- 
seater Airbus A-320 arrived on 
Dec. 1 and another one is expect- 
ed in the middle of the month. 

For most part of the year, PALS 
on-time performance had been 
slightly below the standard of 85 
percent on overseas flights and 
90 percent on local flights. 
Bautista admitted that PAL used 
to rate poorly in this area com- 
pared to its closest rival Cebu Pa- 
cific. 

To. help improve its flight 
schedule, PAL started reducing 
the turnaround time in the 
provinces from one hour to be- 


flights. 
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PAL also reviewed fight sched- 
ules to improve the utilization of its 
planes. The PAL chief said the com- 
pany wanted to use each aircraft 
for more than seven hours a day. 
Bautista focused on improving 
the schedule as soon as he was ap- 
pointed to head PAL in late August. 
He said that, in the past, PAL 
would always start the day with 
on-time flights. A delayed flight 
in the middle of the day would 
create a domino effect on later 


He said PAL was now focusing 
on improving service to cus- 
tomers, increasing productivity 
and enhancing efficiency. 

“We owe it to our customers to 
service,” 
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of the time 


tween 30 and 45 minutes so the 
planes could come Back earlier to 
Manila for the service checks and 


Bautista, “Customer service is now 
the priority of PAL and we are talk- 
ing about end-to-end, from ticket- 
ing to delivering the passengers 
and cargo to their destination.” 

But to improve efficiency, 
Bautista said PAL must first get 
out of rehabilitation so it would 
have more flexibility to improve 
operations. 

PAL had said creditors must al- 
low it to get out of rehabilitation 
ahead of schedule so it could con- 
sider borrowing funds for expan- 
sion. The company’s 10-year re- 
hhabilitation started in 1999. 

“Asia's oldest airline, was forced 
to go into rehabilitation in 1999 
following crippling labor prob- 
Jems and failure to settle debts to- 
taling $2.2 billion. The rehabilita- 
tion called for the infusion of $200 
million in fresh equity which its 


said owner Lucio Tan provided, 


Automatic 
Centre 
Makes 

Christmas 

Shopping 

Easier On 

Your Budget 


It’s already December, and Christmas 
is just around the corner. Have you 
already prepared your Christmas list? 
Do you know what gifts to give your 
loved ones this Holiday Season? And 
would these fit your budget? 


Finding the best gifts is tricky, and 
buying the coolest gifts at a really 
affordable price may even be trickier, 
but Christmas shopping can be made 
easier with Automatic Centre! 


Automatic Centre understands the 
needs of the Filipino people, and for this 
Season, you can now have the best 
appliances at guaranteed low prices 
through the Automatically Yours This 
Christmas! Shop for the best deals in 
appliances without the worries through 
our different schemes. 


If you're working on a tight budget, 
Automatic Centre has home appliances 
and gadgets that are available for only 
P299 or less, or purchase bigger 
appliances for P299 for up to 18 months. 
Get kitchenware and electric fans for 
either P799 or less, or P1399 or less, 
Washing machines, gas ranges and flat 
screen TVs are also available at 
installment, for either P799 or P1399 for 
up to 18 months. 


What's more, you can have the most 
amazing home entertainment products 
and more at 0% interest super 
installment! Major credit cards are 
accepted. 


Now isn't this a great deal? You can 
now shop for the perfect Christmas gift 
for dad, mom and the kids without 
buming a hole in your pocket. For more 
practical Christmas shopping ideas, visit 
Automatic Centre until Jan, 30, 2005 
and see what can be Automatically Yours 
This Christmas! 


Automatic Centre 
now at 
Market! Market! 


Automatic Centre, the country’s 
pioneer one-stop shop appliance chain, 
recently opened a new store at the latest 
shopper's destination in Metro Manila 
“Ayala Market! Market! 


Present during the opening ceremonies 
were Ms. Claire Ann Yap, SVP for 
Operations and Head Cards of HSBC, 
Mr. Francis Roxas, General Manager of 
Ayala Market!Market!; Ms. Jocelyn Tan, 
Sales and Marketing Manager of 
Columbia Photo Sales Corp.; and officers 
from various appliance suppliers and 
manufacturers, credit card companies 
and different retail businesses. 


Automatic Centre Market! Market! is 
the Intest lifestyle store in this shopping 
haven that offers high quality appliances 
at guaranteed low prices, as well as 
world-class fumiture pieces to spruce up 
your home, 
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Zobels’ Christmas cash-out 


IT COULD be their growing families, com- 
ing exotic holiday trips, longer Yuletide 
gift list or a combination of all, but the Zo- 
bel zillionaires have been cashing out their 
stock options in their own corporations to 
raisea little cash for themselves this Christ- 
mas. 

Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala T, for i 
stance, sold 176,611 shares of Ayala Land Inc. 
‘at P7.10 per share late last month, exactly 11 
days after acquiring 153,611 ALI stocks at 
P5.69 each through the employee stock op- 
tion plan. 

‘That represents nearly a 25-percent profit 
in ess than two weeks’ wait. 

His brother Fernando was an even more ag- 
gressive seller. 

Since last month, the ALI chair has sold 
2.297 million shares at P7.10:P7.30 range, af- 
ter acquiring more than 1.33 million of com- 
pany shares at P4 and P4.41/share only last 
Nov. 12, also through the company's stock op- 
tion plan. i 

‘Those series of transactions should trans- 
late to more than P16 million in holiday ho- 
ho-hos. 


Squeezing Cuisia 

IT LOOKS like the ailing mother- and father- 
in-law of former Central Bank Governor Jose 
Cuisia are being used as battering rams by 
their siblings to obtain more withdrawals 
from the family granary, 

According to the pro-Cuisia grapevine, 
three of the siblings are living off the parents? 
money, which has long been administered by 
their ate, who happens to be Cuisia's wife. 
One ofthe siblings is even in a worse domestic 
predicament, separated from the conjugal 
partner now languishing in jail for a drug of 
fense. 

‘The other, a widower with four kids, has 
shacked up with a girl friend young enough to 
be mistaken for his daughter. 

On the plus side, the Cuisia couple has 
the support of the youngest son, a US-based 
businessman and the children of the de- 
ceased half-brother of Cuisia's father-in- 
law. 

Cuisia's in-laws are both 85 and, according 
to their own statement, “confined to 
wheelchairs.” 

‘The poor old man has been diagnosed with 
hepatic encephalopathy, sclerosis and chronic 
renal failure, while his wife has been stricken 
with severe diabetes and suffers from occa- 
sional memory loss. 

Which should raise the question, who ex- 
actly prepared their joint complaintaffi- 
davit? 


Congressional courtesies 

© THE family of former Misamis Oriental 
congressman, now Gov. Oscar Moreno, is ask- 
ing if the governor would spend the Yuletide 
holidays with them in Manila or would he re- 
main holed up in his Pryce Hotel suite in Ca- 
gayan de Oro. 

@ THE office of Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla 
says it is Remulla's elder brother, Jesus 
Crispin, also a Cavite congressman, who is a 
member of the House committee on banks 
and financial institutions and who attended 
‘Tuesday's hearing on the liquidity problem 
of pre-need pioneer College Assurance 
Plan. 


Heard through the grapevine 
TOYOTA is venturing into the vibrant sec- 


PNOC-EDC sells 
shares to buy 
Napocor assets 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE PHILIPPINE National Oil Company Ener- 
gy Development Corp. (PNOC-EDC) will be 
floating 6 billion shares for private placement 
to help it raise enough cash to bid for the Na- 
tional Power Corp.'s geothermal assets to be 
placed on the auction block in August next 
year. 

PNOC-EDC president Paul Aquino ex- 
plained that the government-owned firm 
would follow the privatization model of 
Petron Corp., where the government retained 
a 40-percent stake in the oil firm, while giving 
up 40 percent to Saudi Aramco and 20 per- 
ent to the public, 

The government, through PNOC-EDC 
parent firm PNOC, held 10 billion shares in 
PNOC-EDC. The PNOC board recently 
granted PNOC-EDC the authority to boost 
the existing shares to 15 billion through the 
issuance of 5 billion new shares. PNOC 
would also be selling 4 billion of its existing 
shares. 

Combining the 5 billion new shares with 
the 4 billion old shares to be sold, Aquino said 
there would be 9 billion shares that would be 
made available to private entities and to the 
public, 

Of the 9 billion, 6 billion, or 40 percent of 
the total 15 billion PNOC-EDC shares, would 
be sold via private placement, 

According to PNOC-EDC estimates, the net 
value of the company’s existing contract is 
around P3.50 per share, using a discount rate 
of 19 percent. Ata discount rate of 11 percent, 
the shares’ net present value would go up to 
P6.60 per share, 

‘Aquino said a committee would focus on 
the private placement first as this would 
raise the needed cash to enable the firm to 
bid for Napocor's 150-megawatt (MW) Ba- 
con-Manito (BacMan) geothermal asset in 
August. 
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ond-hand car sales business and plans to 
convert the Bicutan assembly plant for that 


purpose, 
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In addition, the Japanese automotive 


company plans to 
open a company- 
owned and -operat- 
ed. dealer-show: 
room, also in the 
cutan property. 
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anco de Oro raises loan 


exposure in Meralco 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


Meraleo's biggest local creditors. 

‘The utility firm earlier signed 
an agreement with 30 domestic 
and foreign commercial banks for 
the refinancing of its 5288 mil- 
lion worth of obligations falling- 
due in the next 24 months. 

‘The seven-year, dual-tranche 
facility is denominated in both 
the US dollar and peso. It will ma- 
turein 2011, 

A banker said the restructuring 
would improve Meralco’s cash 
flow As such, the banker said the 
utility firm was now in better posi- 
tion to address about P17 billion 
worth of refunds to consumers or- 
dered by the Supreme Court. 


The foreign bank with the 
biggest loan exposure to Meralco 
was Citibank, which was tapped 
to arrange the debt restructuring 
deal along with BPI. 

Under the restructuring 
deal, Meralco creditors will 
share in the mortgage trust in- 
denture. For peso loans, the 
rate was 4 percentage points 
over the “passed on” rate by 
the state-owned Land Bank of 
the Philippines and Develop- 
ment Bank of the Philippines. 
DBP provided the wholesale 
lending facility to Meralco's 
creditors. 

Earlier, Standard & Poor's Rat- 


partners 


said BCII's Danish partners decid- 
ed to sell their shares in ACC 
since BCI was getting out of the 
cement industry. 

BCI earlier sold its 21.3 per- 
cent stake in Union Cement Hold- 
ings Corp. to Cemco Holdings 
Ine. of the Holderfin Group. The 
sale brought in $214 million in 
proceeds. 

BCII instead decided to con- 
centrate on the services sector, 
primarily on education, power, 
housing and financial services. 

BCI has acquired 80 percent 
of Arroyo University in Cabanatu- 
an City, Nueva Ecija, and is in 


ings Services said it had given its 
"CC" long-term corporate credit 
rating on Meralco with positive 
implications, after the company 
finalized an agreement to extend 
the maturities of its debts, It said 
the rating might be raised by sev- 
eral notches if the company suc- 
ceeded in restructuring its debt 
maturity profile. 

Meralco delivers electricity to 
more than four million cus- 
tomers in Metro Manila and 
nearby provinces, The firm is 23- 
percent owned by a venture of 
Spain's Union Fenosa and the 
Lopez family's First Philippine 
Holdings Corp. 


in Atlas 


talks to acquire a substantial 
stake in a medium-rise, low-cost 
housing company. 

Tr may also study going into the 
healthcare business, the compa- 
ny official said. 

BCI was founded by a group of 
industrialists led by the Escaler 
family in 1957 and was involved 
in the production, distribution 
and sale of clinker, cement and 
concrete products. 

Icalso has an interest in the pa- 
per and packaging industry and 
has ventured into property devel- 
opment and the manufacturing of 
reinforced steel bars. 


BANCO de Oro Universal Bank, 
the banking arm of mall magnate 
Henry Sy, bought from other 
creditor banks at least P200 mil- 
Hon worth of Manila Electric Co.'s 
loans. 

Banking sources said BDO was 
bullish on the long-term prospects 
of Meralco, which recently final- 
ized a $288-million debt restruc- 
turing deal with its creditors. 

‘At least four creditor banks, that 
did not want to participate in the 
deal, sold out their exposure to BDO. 

BDO, Bank of the Philippine Is- 
Jands and Equitable PCI Bank are 


Bacnotan buys out 


ByElizabeth L. Sanchez 


BACNOTAN Consolidated _ In- 
dustries Inc., the flagship com- 
pany of the Phinma Group, is set 
to acquire the 37 percent share 
of a Danish group in subsidiary 
Atlas Cement Corp., raising its 
interest in the company to 90 
percent. 

BCI yesterday said in a disclo- 
sure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change that its board approved 
the purchase of ACC shares held 
by FLS Industries, Denmark's 
largest cement equipment maker 
17 percent) and Denmark's de- 


velopment fund, The Industrial- 
ization Fund for Developing 
Countries (9.8 percent). 

BCI said it would buy the ad- 
ditional equity in ACC for roughly 
P260 million, which would in- 
crease its stake from 53 percent 
to 90 percent, The rest is held by 
‘Trans-Asia Oil and Energy Deve- 
lopment Corp. 

"The BCI board also approved 
the change in ACC's primary pur- 
pose from a cement manufactur- 
ing company into a holding com- 
pany. The corporate name will be 
changed to Atlas Holdings Corp. 

BCII treasurer Roberto Lavinia 
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DISCLOSURES 


FILINVEST Development Corp. announced the appointment of the tol- 
lowing: Jonathan Gotianun, chair; Josephine Yap, president; Nelson 
Bona, treasurer; Abner Gener Jr., secretary, compliance officer and cor- 
porate information officer and Apollo Escarez, alternate CIO. 

ATLAS Holdings Corp. Is the new name of Atlas Cement Corp. 

ROXAS Holdings Inc. elected Pedro Roxas as chalr and CEO, and Miguel 
Gaspar as president and COO. Compiled by Dd. Yap, PDI Research 


qletent 


0.749288 
0.007204 
1.449423 
0.096433 
0852747 
0617105 
0.455550 
0.565501 
1.987608 
0.199805 
0454169 
0.000082 
0.018984 
0.204032 
1.000000 
0251946 
0271678 
0.134599 
0.017061 
0.197207 
0.066687 
0.528337 
0321824 
0.012635 
0.127684 
0.000708 
0.111390 
0.014434 
0.023328 
0.000391 


Docembor 9, 2004 
Country Unit 


Unted States Dollar 
Japan Yen 
Unted kingdom. Pound 
Hong kong Dalia 
Swizarand Franc 
Canada Dolar 
Singapore Dolar 
Australia Dollar, 
Bahrain Dinar 
Saudi Arabia Rial 
Bruna Dati 
Indonesia Rupiah 
Thaiand Baht 
UAE Dirham 
Ewo Euro 
Argentina Poso 
Braz Real 
Denmark Kronor 
Inda Rupee 
Malaysia Ringgit 
Moxico Now Paso 
Now Zealand Dolar 
Norway Kronor 
Pakistan Rupeo 
South Africa Rand 
Korea Won 
Swodan Kronor 
Syria Pound 
Tawan NtDolar 
Vonozvola Bolivar 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
1.000000 
0.009615 
1.934400 
0.128700 
0.871156 
0.823508 
0.607977 
0.754717 
2.652661 
0.266660, 
0.606134 
0.000109 
0.025336 
0.272301 
1.334600 
0336247 
0.252562 
0.179638 
0.022769 
0.263193 
0.089000 
0705119 
0.162566 
0.016863 
0170407 
0.000945 
0.148861 
0019264 
0031133 
0.000522 


Poso 
Equivalent 


56.0380 
05388 
108.3099 
72121 
488178 
461822 
34.0698 
42 2028 
140 6198 
149431 
33.9065 
0.0061 
14190 
152602 
74,7883 
108126 
203184 
10.0664 
1.2759 
14.7488 
A9074 
30.5135 
1110 
9150 
N5103 
0.0530, 
83307 
10785 
17449 
oos 


y 


mu PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE 


BUSINESS. 
Atttoraise PIE |Govtplans to consolidate = 
via notes issuance 


aram carana | (WO VAT-related proposals 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2004 


to refinance maturing obliga- 
rate peso-denominated notes to tions. The South Harbor Devel- 


raise funds for its modemiza- opment Program includes the | By Michelle V. Remo liberate on the proposal, said the fi- tain sectors was estimated to yield raise its price by P3.60 per liter. 
tion and expansion program. ` modernization and capacity nance official who requested another P10billion a year. “Aside from oll companies, cobp- 
‘ATI yesterday signed an building of the facilities for in- | ECONOMIC officials are consid- anonymity. However, the VAT proposals of. eratives are also making some noise 
agreement with Standard ternational container and gen- | ering consolidating into one “There will be bigger and bet- President Macapagal-Arroyo's eco- against the plan to impose VAT on 
Chartered Bank—the arranger, eral cargo handling. two proposals that aim to raise ter perspective in efforts to re- nomic officals are expected to face them,” the DOF official sid.” 
facility agent, registrar, in- — Theagreementwassigned by | the government's value-added form the country’s VAT system if rough sailing in Congress because Cooperatives, which are cui- , 
vestor and paying agent—for ATI chair Richard D. Barclayand | tax collections- increasing the the proposals are consolidated,” of strong lobbying against them by rently exempted from VAT, have 
the issuance of the notes which. president/CEO Jerry Rickcord. VAT rate to 12 percent and the theofficial said. affected taxpayers. submitted a position paper in 
will have maturities of five and “This [the agreement] isin- | Jifing of VAT exemptions. ‘The executive branch is pushing Oil companies for instance Congress criticizing the plan to 
10 years. Investors also includ- deed, a resounding vote of con- "An official of the Department of for a reform in the country’s VAT warned that the lifting of their lift thei VAT exemption. ..... 
ed Banco de Oro Trust, Rizal fidence and staunch support -| Financesaid the countryseconom- system, in the belief that the move VAT exemption would force them But the finance department Said 
Commercial Banking Corp. on the strength, competence were studying will raise substantial additional to pass on the tax to consumers, the planned lifting VAT exemptions 
(RCBC) and Sunlife of Canada. and integrity of ATI. More im- revenue for the government. who are already burdened by ac- was one of the governments prior- 
The proceeds of the notes is- portantiy, itis your affirmation | to adopt a consolidated bil than Initial government estimates celerating commodities” prices. ities in addressing the problem of 
sue will be used for the ongoing of commitment to the continu- | push fortwo VAFrelated bills, con- show that increasing the VAT rate ‘The companies said gasoline poor revenue collection. The DOF 
capital expenditure program of ing growth of Philippine busi- jering the slow progress of the from 10 percent to 12 percent will prices would soar to over P30 per said exemptions distort the. VAT 
‘ATI, that covers the South Har- ness and the capital markets,” | fiscal reform bills in Congress. result in P34 billion in additional liter ifthe VAT exemption waslift- system, which should have a wide 
bor Development Program. Por- Barclay said in a statement. ‘With only one consolidated bill, revenue year. The proposal tolit ed. Pilipinas Shell saidimposinga base of taxpayers to efficiently 
Congress will need less time to de- VAT exemptions enjoyed by cer- 10-percent VAT on fuel would check the tax chain. 


Fiscal... 


From page BI 


‘crease in the first year 

Amsberg said the DOF should stick to its 
plan of raising P80 billion in additional rev- 
enue a year from all of its revenue-raising 
measures, which include higher taxes and 
fewer fiscal incentives. He said compromising 
the amount because of opposition from af- 
fected sectors would negatively impact on the 
already strained perception of the Philippines 
by foreign investors. 

“P80 billion is a good yardstick. The govem- 
‘ment should follow up on the implementation 
of programs that were laid out earlier," he said. 

The Arroyo administration earlier came 
out with eight revenue-raising measures in- 
tended to solve the country’s fiscal problem, 
characterized by the government's huge bud 
get deficit and burgeoning debt. 

‘The measures include the rationalization 
of fiscal incentives, an increase in petroleum 
taxes, a higher value-added tax rate, lateral 
attrition for revenue-collecting agencies, a 
tax amnesty, a simplified net income tax, an 
increase in sin taxes, and a franchise tax on 
telecommunication companies. 

Amsberg suggested that the executive ag- 
gressively push for a higher VAT rate because it 
was one of the measures that could generate 
substantial revenue for the government. He 
said a VAT increase was an ideal fiscal reform 
measure because the tax was equitable as it 
‘was not imposed only ona single industry 


“Botika”... 


From page BI 


that the PITC would enforce a maximum re- 
tail price policy for all Botika outlets. 

‘At the same time, he said the facade of out- 
lets would bear the “Botika ng Bayan” seal as 
well as the "Gamot na Mabisa at Abot-Kaya” 
mark as a trade mark of guaranteed quality 
and affordable prices, 

Inan earlier interview, Trade Secretary Ce- 
sar V Purisima said the trade department 
would keep on importing cheaper medicines 
from India but that it was taking further steps 
to screen against counterfeits. 

Purisima said the government has been 
successful in its efforts to bring in cheaper 
branded medicine and provide healthy com- 
petition to private drug companies. 

‘The official said the government would 
likely stop buying drugs from India only if lo- 
cal manufacturers could offer the same quali 
tyand low price for the drugs. 

Further, the PITC last September signed with 
China's Biomedical Engineering Center of the 
Hebei Medical University a memorandum of 
understanding ona $25-million revolving cred- 
it facility for medicine and hospital supplies 

Under the MOU, state-owned Heibei Medi- 
cal committed to supply PITC with quality 
drugs from China. 


Vehicle sales ... 


From page BI 


and the influx of imported used vehicles. 

Last month, the groups said they were opti- 
mistic of reaching the target considering the 
intensive sales, rallies, fleet sales and season- 
al demand for the remainder of the year. 

In the first 11 months, sales of passenger 
cars went up 45 percent to 30,129 units from 
20,780 in the year-ago period. 

Sales of commercial vehicles—Asian utility 
vehicles, light commercial vehicles, light 


trucks, and trucks and buses—went down 22 
percent to 49,740 units from 63,434 units. 

From January to November, sales of AUVs 
went down by 45 percent and of light trucks 
by 43 percent. Sales of LCVs grew by 18 per- 
cent and of trucks and buses by 4 percent. 

In terms of total sales, Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp. kept the lead with 33.6 percent of 
the marker. It sold 26,802 units in the first 11 
months, up by 6 percent from a year ago. 

Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Corp. main- 
tained second place with 14.5 percent of the 
marker, selling 11,575 units. But this repre- 
sented a 16.9-percent decline in sales in the 
same period in 2003, 

Honda Cars Philippines Ine. came in third 
with 12 percent of the market, It sold 9,657 
units from January to November, a decline of 
31 percent from the year-ago period. 

in the passenger car segment, Toyota 
grabbed 46.4 percent of the market, Honda 
had 22.3 percent and Nissan Motors Philip- 
pines inc. had 7.8 percent. 


Nilda, an incoming freshman at Araullo University 
in Cabanatuan, feels that her dream is now within 
reach. This year, the harvest has been good and 
this means that Nilda's parents are able to set 
aside more money for her college tuition fee. 
They know very well how much she wants to 
finish college and be a teacher or an accountant 
someday. Neither of her parents, both farmers, 
reached high school. “Ngayon dapat may 
diploma ka,” Nilda says, "kung gusto mong mas 
maganda ang buhay mo.” 


By buying existing schools in the country's major 
cities-.-from college down to elementary 


levels---ihe PHINMA Education Network aims 
to make quality education affordable and 
accessible to students like Nilda. By efficiently 
managing school systems, PHINMA seeks to 
upgrade the standards of education to levels 
comparable to Manila's colleges and universities. 
Now, whether Nilda will be Cabanatuan's pride, 


Is another story. 
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DOE inks contracts for development of 6 wind power plants in RP 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Energy yesterday 
signed contracts with three firms for the 
development of six potential wind power 
with an estimated combined gener- 
ating capacity of 140 megawatts (MW). 
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During yesterday's Wind Power Sum- 
mit, the DOE signed contracts with 
Trans-Asia Renewable Energy Corp. and 
San Carlos Wind Power Corp. for one site 
each, and with Philippine Hybrid Energy 
Systems Inc. (Phesi) for four sites. 

Trans-Asia, a unit of the Philippine In- 


vestment Management Inc. (Phinma) 
group, will explore, assess, harness and 
develop the wind potential in Sual, Pan- 
gasinan. The site has the potential to 
generate 25 MW of power. 

‘Smith Bell Renewable Energy Corp. 
unit San Carlos, on the other hand, will 


be in charge of tapping and developing 
30 MW of wind potential in San Carlos, 
Negros Oriental. 

This should come on stream by late 
2006 to early 2007, with financial clo- 
sure expected by end-2005, said Ruth 
Yu-Owen of San Carlos. 


Phesi was able to secure Four sites for 
development: Marinduque, Baleno in 
Masbate and Tablas in Romblon, with a 
potential generating capacity of 1.2 MW 
to 5 MW each, wind in tandem with a 
diesel plant, and Abra de Ilog in Occiden- 
tal Mindoro with a potential of 10 MW. 
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By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


LAST Dec. 8, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
created a government task force to combat il- 
legal logging. 

“This morning, 1 gave (Environment) Sec- 
retary Michael Defensor, (Natural Resources 
Development Corp.) Chair Victor Corpus and 
(Justice) Secretary Raul Gonzalez one month 
to identify, investigate and 
prosecute the big-time ille- 
gal loggers, starting from 
the hardest hit disaster areas” the President 
sai 

This is certainly a welcome move. Forest de- 
nudation and the absence of reforestation 
have resulted in hundreds of tragic deaths and 
shattered the lives of countless others. This 
was what happened when Typhoons “Winnie” 
and “Yoyong” recently struck the country. 

According to the latest information we ob- 
tained from the National Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council yesterday morning, the toll of 
Winnie stood at 775 dead and 700 missing. 
With Yoyong, it was pegged at 67 dead and 38 
missing. Many more dead and missing are ex- 
pected to be reported in the coming days. 


Impact on agriculture 

What is not highlighted is the typhoons’ 
devastating impact on agriculture and the 
farmers. As of yesterday, P2.4 billion in agri- 
culture value was reported lost, affecting 


more than 200,000 farmers. 


The less obvious reality is that the continu- 
ing destruction of our forests over the past 
decades has created havoc on Philippine agri- 
culture and our farmers. Soil erosion, silta- 
tion, flooding and the cascading of harmful 
materials into lowland agricultural areas 
have severely affected not only the current 
crop, but have also damaged overall soil fer- 
tility with its long term consequences. 

Tn addition to the creation of a government 
task force to apprehend illegal loggers, it is 
imperative that another task force composed 
of government, business, farmers and fisher- 
folk be created to formulate an aggressive 
multi-sectoral reforestation plan. 


Magnitude of the problem 

‘The Philippines has a total of 30 million 
hectares, 14 million of which are alienable and 
disposable. Of these, approximately 10 million 
are developed for agriculture, while the rest 
need further development. The remaining 16 
million hectares are classified as forested, al- 
though 12 million are already heavily denud- 
ed. Each year, 200,000 hectares of forest are 
stripped and lost. Today, only 15 percent of the 
original forest cover in the 1900s remain. 

If we are to progress, we not only have to 
stop forest denudation, we must also embark 
on an aggressive reforestation program. In- 
stead of pinning the blame on private logging 
companies, small kaingeros, the military, gov- 
ernment environment officials, and even the 
New People's Army, we need to establish 4 
multi-sectoral citizen's movement to take the 
positive action of reforestation. The govem- 
ment cannot do it alone. 


Some computations 

To reforest the heavily denuded 12 million 
hectares, we need to plant 6 billion trees. This 
is calculated at 500 trees per hectare. Itis esti- 
mated that it costs P15 per seedling. Annual 
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planting and maintenance costs are P35 per 
tree per year. Assuming the whole project 
would take 10 years, this would cost approxi- 
mately P500 per tree, or P25,000 per hectare 
for 10 years. The entire project to reforest 12 
million hectares would cost P300 billion, or 
P30 billion a year. 

‘This is why the government needs private sec- 
tor involvement. But this kind of involvement 
will not spontaneously occur. 
Governmentand private sector 
leaders need to come up witha 
plan, for example, to convince 20 million out of 
‘our 85 million population to plant one tree per 
month for the next 10 years, By then, we would 
have planted 2.4 billion trees, This would cover 
48 million hectares—a significant achievement. 


Apromising option 

A promising option was forwarded to 
Alyansa Agrikultura by farmer leader Butch 
Umengan of Philmaize and Kasanyangan 
Foundation. 

There is a window of opportunity that was 
opened up by the 1997 Kyoto Protocols, This 
addresses the problem of global warming 
brought about by the excessive emission of 
greenhouse gases (GHG) such as carbon diox- 
ide (C02). This legally binding international 
agreement to reduce GHG levels in the atmo- 
sphere will be enforced in mid-February 2005. 

Tn this agreement, developed countries will buy 
“certificates of emission reduction” (CERs) from 
the developing countries that conduct reforesta- 
tion. IF the Philippines does not register for this 
mechanism, we wil lose the ability to avail of the 
funds. According to Umengan, we have neither 
registered nor prepared the project documents for 
registration. IF we do not start this preparation by 
January of next year, we might miss the final reg- 
istration deadline of Der. 31, 2005. 

Here is how the CER works: Ifwe conduct a 
mixed tree plantation, this will capture about 
36.7 tons of CO2 annually per hectare. At the 
‘current market price, the developed countries_ 
are legally bound to buy the CER equivalent 
of this at P10,000 per hectare per year: 

Though the amount may start coming 
within three to five years after planting, it ca“ 
provide the incentive necessary for more ag- 
{gressive reforestation. This is especially so 
since the annual P10,000 per hectare will be. 
on top of any additional revenue to be ob- 
tained from the possible sale of the forest 
products and by-products. For more informa- 
tion on this, call 0917-7104811. 


Urgent 

Just as there is an urgent need to catch ille- 
gal loggers, so is there an equal need to plant 
trees. Reforestation affects the lives of the 
small farmers and fisherfolk 

CER registration and innovative private 
sector schemes should just be some of the 
matters to be considered for a multi-sectoral 
reforestation plan, 

Without this pro-active component, we will 
be forever on the defensive. We will then lose 
the life and death battle to preserve our envi- 
ronment and our future. 

(The author is chair of Agriwatch, a private 
sector initiative; former undersecretary of agri- 
culture and trade and industry, and former 
chair and Cabinet secretary for Presidential 
Flagship Programs and Projects. For inquiries 
or suggestions, e-mail. agriwatchphil@ya- 
hhoo.com or telefax 02-8516635) 


CAP seeks SEC nod to draw 
P100M from trust fund 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


COLLEGE Assurance Plan Philippines Inc. is 
seeking the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion's permission to withdraw around P100 
million from its trust fund to be able to pay 
the tuition fees of its scholars, said Bobby 
Cafe, CAP first vice president. 

CAP came up with the proposal to settle its 
claims by using its trust fund after the SEC 
barred the pre-need firm from selling addi- 
tional education and pension plans. 

In order to preserve its trust fund, Café 
said, CAP would have to replace the amount 
tobe withdrawn or substitute it with a portion 
of its Metro Rail Transit bonds. 

Todate, the trust fund is worth around P3.1 
billion, down from P3.4 billion after the SEC 
earlier allowed the pre-need firm to use some 
of its MRT bond assets to settle tuition claims 
of plan holders some months back. 

Before the SEC would allow CAP to again draw 
from its trust fund, the pre-need firm should show 
that the funds were used to settle tuition fees. 

Café said CAP would submit a list of bank 
checks issued to students and schools paid out 
with earlier funds drawn from its trust fund. 

Café also said that the pre-need firm was 
still in the process of removing unclean titles in 
its proposed property-for share swap with two 
firms, Green Circle Properties & Resources Inc. 
and Green Square Properties Corp. 

‘The SEC earlier questioned the property- 
share swap deal, saying that the titles to be 


transferred are “encumbered” or already 
owned by the government to be distributed to 
farmers under a land reform program, an offi, 
cial of the commission said. 

Under that deal, Green Circle Properties & 
Resources Inc, Green Square Properties 
Corp. would subscribe to shares of CAP and 
pay for these by assigning to CAP 3,000 
hectares of property in Dingalan, Aurora. 

‘The rwo firms estimated the total fair mar- 
ket value of the properry at P6 billion based 
on the evaluation of its extemal appraiser, 
‘Cuervo Appraisers Inc. Through the property 
swap, Green Circle and Green Square would 
own 51 percent of CAP 

The SEC has so far disallowed CAP from 
selling education and pension plans. 

SEC chair Fe Barin had said that CAP still 
needed to address its twin. problers--con- 
straints on its solvency or capital and liquidity 

Both are measures of how a company is 
able to convertassets into cash ata price close 
to fair market values which ed ro 
meet short-term investments or liabilities. 

"We do not want to be a party to enabling 
them to sell more plans when they are still 
having problems meeting the requirements of 
existing plans," Barin said. 

CAP has yet to complete its proposal to 
raise its capital to P8 billion from the present 
P300 million. 

‘The capital increase isa key requirement in 
its application to renew its dealer’s license 
which expired last Sept.30, 
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BUSINESS idzy .... 


‘By Romulo S. Danao 
and Michael Dana N, Montero 
SGV& Co, 


YNDER the 1997 Tax Code, a 2 
percent minimum corporate 
income tax or MCIT is imposed 
git a company when its taxable 
income is zero or negative or 
When the MCIT is greater than 
the normal income tax due. 
The 2 percent MCIT 


“gross income” anc 

ib imposed beginning on the 
fGurth taxable year from the 
time when the company start- 
èd its business operations. 

Like the other provisions of 
the Tax Code, the imposition of 
the MCIT requires certain clari- 
fications. In most cases, the 
IR supplements the Tax Code 
provisions by issuing clarifica- 
tory implementing regula- 
tions. For MCIT, the BIR issued 
Revenue Regulations 09-98 
ànd Revenue Memorandum 
Circular 04-03 to implement 
the provisions of the Tax Code 
on MCIT. 

"Since the MCIT is based on 
“gross income,” one big issue 
iş how to determine the gross 
income of a company subject 
to 2 percent MCIT. In Revenue 
Regulations 09-98, the BIR de- 
Fined the following important 
terms: 

“Gross income” is defined as 
‘ross sales less sales returns, 
discounts and allowances and 
east of goods sold. Second, 
“gross sales” was clarified to in- 
dude only sales contributory 
to income taxable under Sec- 
tion 27(A) of the Code. Third, 
“cost of goods sold” was inter- 
preted to include all business 
expenses directly incurred co 
produce the merchandise to 
‘ring them to their present lo 
cation and use. 

On the interpretation of cost 
of goods sold, the regulations 
‘went on to state that the com- 
position of the same will de- 
pend on the type of business of 
the taxpayer, 

For a trading or merchandis- 
ing concern, cost of goods sold 
‘will mean the invoice cost of 
the goods sold, plus import du- 
ties, and freight in transporting 
the goods to the place where 
the goods are actually sold, in- 
cluding insurance while ‘the 
goods are in transit. 

For a manufacturing con- 
cer, the cost of goods manu- 
factured and sold means all 
costs of production of finished 
goods, such as raw materials 
used, direct labor and manu- 


The bare minimum 
(corporate income tax) - I 


facturing overhead, 
cost, insurance premiums and 
other costs incurred to bring 
the raw materials to the factory 
or warehouse. 

Finally, in the case of sales of 
services, the term gross income 
‘means gross receipts less sales 
returns, allowances, discounts 
and cost of services. "Cost of 
services” means all direct costs 


is based on, the TAX-FiLES 


required by the customers and 
clients including (a) salaries 
and employee benefits of per- 
sonnel, consultants and spe- 
cialists directly rendering the 
service, and (b) cost of facili 
ties directly utilized in provid- 
ing the service such as depreci- 
ation or rental of equipment 
used and cost of supplies. 

While the efforts to clarify 
the general provisions related 
to MCIT proved helpful to tax- 
payers, there were still some is- 
sues left unanswered. Most of 
the issues centered around a 
more specific definition of cost 
ofservices for those engaged in 
the sale of services. For this 
reason, the BIR has once again, 
come up with a new issuance, 
Revenue Memorandum Circu- 
lar (RMC) 04-03. 

‘At the onset, it should be 
clarified that 
dwells substantially on the 
area of cost of services and not 
so much on the gross receipts 
portion. To avoid confusion on 
‘whether a certain income item 
is included for purposes of 
computing the MCIT, RMC 04- 
03 has provided the following 
rules for specific types of busi- 
nesses. 

First, for banks and non- 
bank financial intermediaries 
performing quasi-banking ac- 
tivities, gross receipts refer to 
the actual or constructive re- 
ceipts from interests, commis- 
sions, and discounts from lend- 
ing activities. As already stat- 
ed, all other items treated as 
gross income under Section 32 
of the Tax Code that are not 
subject ro final withholding in- 
come tax, are considered as | 
gross receipts. 

The term “cost of services" 
refers to those that were direct- 
ly and exclusively incurred for 
the following activities: (1) 
Jending/investment of funds; 
(2) obtaining of funds from the 
public through the receipt of 
deposits; and (3) trading of 
foreign exchange and other fi- 
nancial instruments. (To be 
continued.) 


freight 


and expenses nec- 
essarily incurred to 
provide the services 


Memo 


Memo, 
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HBC Inc. 


Named the most promising re- 
taller in the fashion category was 
the 
newest member 
of the growing 
Penshoppe fashio 
Tris one of the fastest growing in 
the industry and tries to differenti- 
ate itself from the market by design- 
ing clothes for men and women that 
canbe wor inand out of the office. 
Memo is guided by the same 
principles behind the success of 
Penshoppe—an eye for design and 
quality while keeping prices with- 
in reach of the ordinary Filipino. 


‘The winner in the specialty cat- 
egory was HBC Inc., dubbed "The 
Home of Beauty Exclusives.” 

Following the long tradition of 
the Hortaleza family in the beau- 


THE UNRELENTING pursuit of 
excellence. Intimate knowledge 
of fickle customer tastes. Para- 
noia over competition. 

‘These are just some of the key 
ingredients that made the latest 
retail excellence awardees of the 
Philippine Retailers Association 
grow their businesses, from mus- 
tard seeds into mighty trees. 


Video City 

Despite the proliferation of 
cheap, pirated digital video discs 
in the market, Video City still 
managed to expand its network 
by 500 percent. 

This could be partly attributed 
to Video City’s affiliation with Vi- 
va Films, making it the only video 
chain that is fully supported by 
the local entertainment industry. 

‘The company, thus, managed to 
grow is libraty into one of the 
most extensive and diverse in the 
industry, which it made available 
tothe publicat an affordable price. 

This library and relationship 
with its customers won for it the 
outstanding retailer award for 
the services category. 


in mind. 


clientele. 


judged the winner. 


| FOLDED and Hung started from a “tiangge” stall in Greenhills 


BAYO showcases world-class! 


ty business, HBC was again devel- 
oped with the ordinary Filipinos 


Folded and Hung 


For the small-scale fashion cat- 
egory, Folded and Hung was ad- 


Itwon bya nose over other equal- 
ly successful fashion names that in- 
duded leather products producer 
Fino and women's fashion firms 
Freeway, Her Bench and Pink Soda. 

The way Folded and Hung ex- 
panded from its humble begin- 
nings as a tiangge stall in Green- 
kills still amazes founder Ronald 


paa 


pino design 


line of trendy clothes. 
Regalong Pambahay 


HBC believes that every Filipino 
wants to look good, not just those 
who can afford the cosmetics ped- 
dled by multinational companies. 
‘Thus, itcame up with a full line 
of affordable products, from 
soaps, to hair 
care products, 
to cosmetics. 
And new product lines are con- 
stantly added to the portfolio, as 
demanded by its fast-growing 


small scale, 
non-fashion 
category. 


Pineda, but it comes as no sur- 
prise to those who patronize his 


Its vision to sell the best in local 
design and craftsmanship won 
for Regalong Pambahay the out- 
standing reteiler award in the 


Ef morcurg drug Æ 
It has become a byword among 
Filipinos who want to give their 
foreigner friends something of the 
Philippines to bring back home. 
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Retailers set gold standard 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


ipinos’ sports vocabulary was 
largely limited to basketball. 

Sportshouse helped contribute 
to the growing health conscious- 
ness of Filipinos, and it wants to 
be on top of people's minds when 
they go out looking for the latest 
in fitness equipment. 

For its efforts, it became the 
unanimous choice for the award 
as outstanding retailer in the 
medium-scale specialty category. 


Mercury Drug 

Those who never bought 
medicine at a Mercury Drug store 
musteither be someone who nev- 
er got sick or has not been to the 
Philippines. 

That is because after almost 60 
years in the business, Mercury 
Drug has grown its branch net- 
work into one of the most exten- 
sive in the country 

Tt is by far the biggest drug- 
store in the country, and it grew 
because it has always been a step 
ahead of the competition. 

From just simply selling 
medicine, Mercury Drug's ser- 
vices expanded to include provid- 
ing health information, a fr 
quent user card and even selling 
grocery items. 

Tris considered a “category killer” 
because it “kills” off the competi- 
tion, especially if placed side by side 

in a mall or in 
E one location. 
Mercury Drug 
is expected to continue its killing 
spree as it has no plans of keeping 
its eye off competition, despite its 
dominant presence. 


But it is not limited to the 


tourist marker. Far from it. 


those looking for gifts. 


Bayo 


„Kamiseta and Rusty Lopez. 


Fair labor practices, world- 
class services standards and eye 
catching window displays were 
among the factors cited by the 
judges for naming Bayo the best 


in ts category. 


These are on top of its wide- 
ranking line of clothes that could 
show the world why Filipinos can 
give foreigners a run for their 
money in the race for design. 


Sportshouse 


‘Sportshouse was put up years 
agoat a time when most Fil- 


Te is also a must-go-to place for 
locals who either want to add 
some life into their homes by 
putting in new accent pieces, or 


‘Whatever their needs, Regalong 
Pambahay always strives to meet 
it, making it ripe for an even more 
rapid expansion in the next years. 


Chosen the winner in the medi- 
um-scale fashion category was 
Bayo, over competitors Celine, 


National Bookstore 

The same values are shared by 
Mercury Drugs fellow category 
killer, National Bookstore. 

National Bookstore is the Philip- 
pines! largest bookstore chain and 
hasbeen in operation for more than 
SO years with over 40 branches. 

it has cemented its place in the 
retail industry by offering the 
widest selection of books and 
school/office supplies under one 
roof. 

PRA president Bienvenido Tan- 
toco Ill said these retail stores 
stood out from the rest because 
they have always sought excel- 
lence in everything that they do. 
They will not accept any less. 

“These retail firms are winners 
because they are not in the market 
to just get by. They are out there to 
win, not by destroying competition 
but by keeping customers in mind,” 
“Tantoco says in an interview. 

He adds that these retail firms 
‘made a name for themselves be- 
cause they found a niche where 
they are good at, and focused their 
time and energy into making their 
firms the best in that niche, 


Going up against the giants in service marketing 


Q: For our marketing paper, we (a group 
of marketing students) were able to get 
the cooperation of an SME drugstore 
with four branches in two cities of north- 
ern Metro Manila. The consolidated 
monthly sales of the four drugstores av- 
raged about P1 million to P1.5 million. 
The major marketing concern of the 
drugstore management is how “to main- 
tain.and grow its market share ina clut- 
tered drugstore market that includes 
drugstore giants like Mercury.” For our 
analysis, we are thinking of following 
'yoir diagnosis of the Unitrade case that 
you.discussed in one of your previous 
columns. That was about Unitrade's EQ 
Didpers and how it successfully compet- 
ed-against giants in its category and their 
brands like P&G's Pampers and Kimberly 
Clark's Huggies and Kimbies. 

‘A: This was a marketing paper that was 
submitted to and evaluated by the senior 
MRx. 

‘A drugstore is in service marketing. So 
avoid confusing product marketing with 
service marketing. Unitrade and its EQ Dia- 
per brand is in product marketing. The 
practice of product marketing is very differ- 
ent from service marketing practice. 

We know that you've heard that ‘the ba- 
sie principles remain the same." That is true 
but the trouble is is one of the many half- 
truths in our discipline. A halfsruth is mis- 
leading. If you do the half that is true in it, 
then you're okay. But if you happen to do 
the other half that is its untruth, then you're 
in trouble. The effectiveness of your mar- 
keting practice is in its details of implemen- 
tation, not in its principles. The real truth 
and the true marketing reality are in those 
detalls, The saying, “the devil is in the de- 
tails,” is a whole ruth, nota halftruth, 

Categorize your business correctly 


You're not in product marketing; you're in 
service marketing. Remember: wrong cate- 
gorizing ofthe business, wrong diignosis. 


Market share in service marketing 

Let's start by considering your question 
regarding “market share.” In product mar- 
keting, this refers to total market share. In 
service markering where your sales are a 
Function of your locations, market share is 
reckoned by location. So when you say 
youre concerned about growing “market 
share in a cluttered drugstore market chat 
Includes drugstore giants like Mercury” this 
applies only to those four stores where 
‘there is a nearby Mercury branch. 

In service marketing, market share 
changes by location. That's where they are 
‘competing especially with the drugstore gi- 
ants. They are not competing with Mercury 
inlocations where they don’ have a store. 

‘Next, they have to be clear about the cat- 
egory of service marketing where they be- 
ong. Among the four categories that Chris 
Lovelock (the leading authority in service 
marketing), their drugstores belong to the 
“hybrid category combining more or less 
equal parts of goods and services." restau- 
rant, a bookstore or a supermarket belongs 
tothis category and so does your drugstore. 

Lovelock’s three other service categories 
are as follows: 

‘© “Tangible with accompanying services 
category," Here's where computers and cars 
belong. 

© “Major service with accompanying 
minor goods category” Examples are airline 
flight service and house cleaning service. 

‘© "Pure service category” Here is where 
‘our own businesses belong: taining service 
and consultancy service, 

We anticipate that you would probably 
argue that they are more like a car dealer 


and therefore belong more to the tangible- 
with-accompanying-services category more 
than the hybrid category. But they are al- 
ready talking about the drugstore owners’ 
concem for its drugstore “brand equity” 
This is because they claim thar their “drug 
line measures up to Mercury” 


Positioning—Mercury example 

Notice how Mercury's brand equity is po- 
sitioning Mercury as the drugstore where 
“garantisadong gamut ay laging bago” 
(medicine are guaranteed to be always 
new). This is a positioning of ts drug retail- 
ing service; not the medication products 
and brands its stores are carrying, It îs a ser- 
vice positioning that satisfies the two neces- 
sary conditions for a positioning statement. 

First is the satisfaction of drugstore cus- 
tomers’ priority drugstore service value of 
finding medications that are newiy deliv- 
ered or produced. Second is satisfaction by 
Mercury of that priority value berer than 
any other competing drugstore. 

If youre planning to do something about 
their drugstore's brand equity you must do 
something similar You may want to start by 
finding out the drugstore priority values of 
their customers in each of the four loca- 
tions. For this, you may want to apply the 
PDA question that we discussed in our Mar- 
keting Rx column last Dec. 3. That should 
serve well and correctly your purpose here. 
‘Then, your next step is to diagnose the 


Grugstore’s_distinctiveness in satisfying 
their identified target drugstore customers? 
priorities in EACH of the four locations or 
stores, 

When you proposed to position their 
drugstore brand as providing a service 
thats giving “Alagang pang pamilya” (a 
family-like care), this is confusing the 
“what” of a positioning with its “how.” 
Giving “Alagang pang pamilya” is more 
about the “how” than the “what” ofa posi- 
tioning. Its also about priority customer 
service value only without touching on 
positioning’s second necessary condition: 
the USP 

Why are we encouraging you to diag- 
nose for EACH of your four stores? That's 
because unlike Mercury who is positioning 
its sold drugs’ for their “newness” value, 
‘you are more into the service value of fami- 
iy-ike care. And the drivers of a satisfying 
‘customer service experience are very differ- 
ent from the drivers for a satisfying product 
experience, Let's refer again to Chris Love- 
lock. He says: “A satisfying service perfor- 
mance is like a good play in a theater: good 
actors (or service personnel), good stage set 
Cor service venue, physical facilities, equip- 
ment, ere), and good staging (or service 
processing).” 

Now, here's what's key about these three 
drivers, You must satisfy all three together 
This is because they are multiplcatively not 
additively, related. For example, let us say 
that the drugstore service staff gives family- 
like care (whatever that is), and their ser- 
vice venue has a family-like caring am- 
biance (again whatever that is). Both score 
a 10 on a 0-10 scale. However, your service 
processing is flawed (for whatever reason) 
and so scores 0. Your total score then 
comes out as: (10 in service personnel) x 
(10 in service venue) x (0 in service pro- 


cessing) = 0. A dissatisfaction in one means 
a dissatisfaction in all. 


Do you overpromise 
and under deliver? 

Now lets go back to the question: why 
do this diagnosis in EACH of the four 
stores? Lers take the case of our own ser- 
vice experience with two Honda dealership. 
When we used to have a Honda Civic, we 
had this car serviced at the Honda Alabang 
Dealer Shop. This Honda service center 
succeeded in maintaining the superior 
quality service that made Honda the envy 
of competing brands when it first opened its 
first dealership in Magallanes, Its service 
staff, the service venue and service process- 
ing were outstanding. Then, a year ago, we 
changed to a Honda CRV We bought two 
‘CRVs and had them serviced at the Honda 
Libis Dealer Shop. In post sales servicing, it 
was the exact opposite of Honda Alabang. 
We've never met a bunch of post-sales ser- 
vicing staff (from counter clerks to sales 
reps and managers to its top management) 
who were as discourteous and arrogant as 
this bunch, The service processing was just 
as horrible. It overpromised but very disap- 
pointingly under delivered. Only the service 
venue scored well, So if you plug these 
scores into our total satisfaction equation, 
you will get: (0 in service personnel) x (10 
in service venue) x (0 in service processing) 
= 0, We decided that we would have our 
two CRVs serviced at the Honda Alabang. 
Result? We got back to a delightful service 
experience, 

So check this out with each of the four 
stores. You may have a Honda Libis among 
them, And if they have, retrain and reform 
the set-up and people there, 

‘Questions or comments? E-mail them to 
MarketingRx@pldtdslnet 
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Opec seen cutting excess crude oil production 


CAIRO, Egypt—Signals ofa cut in 
Opec production grew stronger 
Wednesday after the oil minister 
of heavyweight Saudi Arabia 
dicated he was aware of majority 
sentiment in favor ofa reduction. 

“Our objective is to keep the 
market balanced and keep it sta- 
ble,” Saudi O Minister Ali Naimi 
said in Cairo where the Organiza- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries is due to meet on Friday. 

‘Saudi Arabia produces nearly a 
third of Opecs total output of 30 
million barrels a day, including 
Iraq's production of about 2 mil- 
lion barrels a day. 

No amount of extra output 
from Opec seemed to satisfy the 
world market for most of this 


‘year, but in recent weeks prices 
have dropped significantly from 
the summer highs of $50 a barrel. 

Recovering somewhat from re- 
cent lows, light sweet crude was up 
2A cents at $41.70 on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange early in the 
floor session Wednesday. But it was 
still at levels that could support 
calls by some Opec members to 
stem the downward trend. 

In his initial remarks to re- 
porters Wednesday, Naimi ap- 
peared to signal his country's op- 
position to production cuts, saying 
he was satisfied with current Opec 
‘output and not concemed about 
the most recent drop in prices. 

“You guys forget—one year 
ago it was in the 20s, now it's in 


the 40s, even Saudi crude is in the 
30s,” he told reporters, talking in 
terms of dollars.a barrel, 

As for current Opec out- 
put-which is about a million bar- 
rels a day over the organization's 
formal ceiling without Traq—he 
said: "Tm happy with the way itis” 

He appeared to hedge later, 
however. 

“We never meet without an ob- 
Jective, and when we have an ob- 
jective, we take action,” he said. 

His comments could signal that 
the Saudis are moving closer to 
Libya, Qatar and Kuwait, Iran and 
‘Venezuela, which are urging com- 
pliance with Opecs official quota 
0f27 million barrels a day as a way 
or stemming falling crude prices. 


Oil analysts in Cairo suggested 
that Opec sentiment for a cut ap- 
peared too strong to be ignored. 

“My understanding is that they 
will cut back from overproduc- 
tion but quotas will stay the 
same,” said Diane Munro of 
Wood Mackenzie. 

Joining those looking for cuts 
Wednesday, Edmund Dakouro, 
Nigeria's presidential adviser on 
petroleum and energy, said he 
wanted to a see “a signal to the 
marketto stop a further fall.” 

Dakouro said a good firs step 
would be to Opec members to stick 
to their current production quotas. 

Fathi bin Shatwan, Libya's oil 
minister, said Opec had two op- 
tions at its Friday meeting—ei- 


B pw” 


ATRADER shout ordersin the crude oll futures pit at the New York 

Mercantile Exchange. Crude oil futures rose above $42 a barrel Wednesday 
after government data showed an increase in US fuel supplies. ” 
ther directly reducing actual pro- Asked which of the two options 
duction or lowering the official he backed, Shatwan said “I prefer 
output ceiling. both,” AP 


BEVING—China’s industrial output growth 
‘eased to 14:8 percent in November, its slow- 
est pace in 18 months as government mea- 
sures to curb the economy show signs of tak- 
ing effect, official data showed Thursday. 

Production slowed from 15.7 percent in 
October and 17.9 percent for the same 
month last year, the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) said. 

‘Output for the first 11 months of 2004 
grew 16.8 percent, unchanged from the 
same period in 2003. 

Citigroup analyst Huang Yiping said the 
slowdown was an encouraging sign but 
more economic figures in the coming 
‘months should be taken into account. 

In October, the government raised inter- 
est rates for the first time in nearly a decade 
as part of its efforts to cool the economy 
and there has been heated debate since as 
to whether more hikes would come. 

For the three months to September, Chi- 
na's economy grew 9.1 percent compared 
with a year earlier, after 9.8 percent in the 


cent" this year. 


vate consumption. 


sector. 


strong. 


China output slowed in Nov. 


first quarter and 9.6 percent in the second. 

At the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion forum last month in Chile, Chinese 
President Hu Jintao said the mainland's 
economy would grow by “around 9 per- 


Strong economic growth is expected to 
continue in 2005, driven by inereased ur- 
banization, industrialization and rising pri- 


In November, total vehicle output grew 
5.9 percent while car output fell 5.7 per- 
cent year-on-year, largely reflecting gov- 
ernment measures to curb growth in this 


Xie noted that apart from the falling car 
output, growth in other sectors was still 


Power production in November was up 
14.4 percent year-on-year, compared with 
15.8 percent in October, crude oil and natu- 
ral gas rose 4.5 percent and 23.9 percent, 
respectively, with coal up 12.9 perce 


‘TOKYO—Japan’s core machinery or- 
ders, a key gauge of future business 
investment, fell in October, data 
showed on Thursday, against expec- 
tations and fanning concerns about 
the capital spending that has bol- 
stered a slowing economic recovery. 

The machinery orders figures came 
a day after revised data showed the 
‘economy barely grew in July-Septem- 
ber, suggesting Japan's recovery was 
weaker than many had thought. 

‘Thursday's Cabinet Office figures 
showed core private-sector machin- 
ery orders fell 3.1 percent in October 

“from September. 

Economists had on average pre- 
dicted a 2-percent rise, though fore- 
casts for the highly volatile figure 
ranged from a rise of 8 percent to a 
fall of2 percent. 

‘The government downgraded its 
assessment of machinery orders for 
the second month in a row, saying 
they were becoming weak. 

‘Compared with the same month 
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WORLD-CLASS BUSINESS 
DOCUMENTS IN A FLASH! 


Made fast and easy by the Canon imageRUNNER C3220 with 
image WARE Publishing Manager software. 

‘Your business! success lies largely in part in the way you handle 
your communications-the strength through which you deliver 
your message across to compel action 

For this reason, the color Canon imageRUNNER C3220 
was created. 

‘The imageRUNNER C3220 is designed to seamlessly integrate 
into your existing environment as a dynamic central hub for total 
office automation and management of your most valuable 
resources-critical business information, ideas, and knowledge. 

thas the power to handle copy, print, scan and email efficiently 
in both black and white, and color, with no compromise in speed. 
Offering the full capabilities of Canon's imagePlatform 
architecture, the imageRUNNER C3220 revolutionizes the way 
individuals manage and communicate information, 
knowledge-regardless of the form, content or the location from 
which it originates, 


Multifunction Has Never Done So Much 
For So Many 

‘The only thing more impressive than the technology that Canon 
puts into the imageRUNNER C3220 is the productivity you get 
out of it. Never asking you to sacrifice ease for high performance, 
the imageRUNNER C3220 delivers features that far exceed the 
capabilities of most stand-alone devices on the market today. 

For instance, its optional Color Universal Send technology 
allows workgroup users to distribute information to multiple 
destinations, including individual or groups of e-mail and Internet 
fax addresses, internal mailbox, network or host folders and files, 
and document applications. 


Your Central Communications Hub 

With a 40GB Hard Disk Drive and a 768MB of RAM, the 
imageRUNNER C3220 offers 32 pages per minute speed for both 
black and white, and color to meet the needs of busy corporate 
‘workgroups and departments. 


Superior Image Quality Is Always Standard 

Capturing images at true 600x600dpi resolution, the device 
delivers superior output quality at 600x600dpi interpolated 
resolution for copy and an astounding 2400x600dpi in print mode, 
offering the most faithful reproduction of documents on the 
market today. 


imageWARE Publishing Manager 

means in-house publishing on-demand 

The imageRUNNER C3220 is built with imageWARE Pub- 
lishing Manager, Canon's new office Print-On-Demand software. 

Designed to simplify the production for documents requiring 
multiple inserts and content types such as manuals, brochures, 
catalogs, proposals, reports, books and presentation. With 
variable printing, imageWARE Publishing Manager delivers the 
most cost-effective and powerful one-to-one marketing with its 
load of features, 

For instance, documents made by multiple applications such as 
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowesPoint can be combined and 
imported to the imageWARE document file format. These can 
then be merged for a variety of page layout and finishing settings, 
including complex booklet binding. 

Its variable printing editor also allows users to extract data from 
a database and place iton any page required, while the Annotation 
Editor lets you make changes on the document directly without 
having to open the original application. Plus, an Export function 
lets you export imageWARE Publishing Manager files 
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There'll nover be a slow day in iha office. Supercharge your 
‘wotkpace wih Canons te Color inog RUNNER? C3100/C3220 
and imogeWARE™ Publishing Manager. You con crate top quality 
“Brochuras, proposals or inhouse markang tails, sight rom 
evr desktop fs easy when you con conbine and sovo documents 
erected rom diferent applications Into one single fil. Ceci high 
Impact promotional matris that grab etenion with onsioone 
perionclzation In coler. Tha enone Conon Color imagsRUNNER" 
(€3100/C3220 and imogeWARE” Publishing Manager, N's high- 
and print palamanca modo fordoble. 
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last year, core orders, which exclude 
those for ships and equipmentatelec- 
tric power firms, fell 9.9 percent 
against a median forecast of a 5-per- 
centdrop. 

The data spurred further selling of 
Tokyo shares and caused the dollar to 
firmagainst the yen. 

Other economists were more up- 
beat about the outlook for machinery 
orders. 

“Its slightly weaker than expected 
bur I see no reason to tum pes- 
simistic,” said Mamoru Yamazaki, 
chief economist at Barclays Capital in 
Tokyo. 

“October was a month when oil 
prices were rising and the outlook for 
the US and Chinese economies ap- 
peared a bit uncertain, so companies 
may have taken a very cautious 
stance in making orders.” 

Data lest week showed industrial 
output fell 1.6 percent in October 
from a month earlier as weak demand 
in the electronics sector a major 


Teroa 


The quickest way to publish 
world-class business documents 
is from your desk. 


Worries over Japan economy growing 


earthquake and typhoons disrupted 
production. 

On Wednesday, revised govern- 
ment data showed the world's sec- 
ond-largest economy grew 0.1 per 
cent in July-September from the 
previous quarter, or an annualized 
0.2 percent, following a slight con- 
traction in the preceding three 
months. 

The figures come amid growing 
concems about a slowdown in 
Japan's economic recovery, mainly 
due to weaker overseas demand. 

Details showed weaker global de- 
mand reduced net exports, which be- 
came a negative contributor to 
growth. It was the first negative con- 
tribution from external demand in 
eight quarters. 

Separate data earlier on Thursday 
showed Japan's current account sur- 
plus rose in October from a year earli- 
er for the 16th month in a row as 
trade surplus continued to gain. 

Reuters 
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Canon: 
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baging 


+ Brochures 
+ Newsletters Ý 
* Catalogues 

* Booklets 


* Collaterals 


as PDF files, 

‘Visit your nearest Canon dealer today and learn more how the 
imageRUNNER C3220 can help boost your company's 
productivity and communication. 


Cana Narsing Pilipi) lc, 
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Ag Dasmarinas, Cavite (048) 850-2597 / (02) 529-8115 (trunk ina) TOYOTA DAVAO CITY. IRC.. Km. 6 | 
(033) 320-6116 to 19 TOYOTA MAKATI INC., Ayala co. Melropoltan Avenues, Makali Cy 

‘ray. St. Nito Sumulong Highway cor. Toyota Ave., Makina Cy 682-8701 1o 03 TOYOTA OTIS, INC., 1770 Paz M. 
728 Quazon Avenue, Quezon Cy 712-5001 ta 06 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO, Olongapa-Gapan Road, San Femando, Pampanga (045) 
124E. Rodriguez Jt. Ave, Bo. Ugong. Pasig Cly 671-9854 to 64 / 671-0460 


Lanang, Davao City (082) 234-0998 / (082) 234-299 / (uuz) Zsa-waw Hr HHL ? 
Boulevard cor EDSA Extension, Pasay Gy 832-3408 to 10 / 832-3432 to 34 / 832-3384 / 832-3437 TOYOTA MARI 

10, INC., 2292 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makai City 883-8064 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, INC 
City 32-4132. 532-8428 / 534-3009 (eba TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 


807-3333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP., Roxas 
Guazon St, Paco, Mana 564-1811 lo 20 TOYOTA PASONG TAM 
5) 961-1188 TOYOTA SHAW, INC., 309 Sham Bid, Mandaluyong 


TI People, Events Products 


LIVE AND DIRECT PRODUCTION 
Presents 


LRAAD PARTY 


DJ Zack, DJ MedMessiah, & DJ Markie 


Performances by 
THE BATTLE KREW, CRECON, SYKE, DJ COMPETITION 


Emcee: N BBOY BATTLE 


DECEMBER 10, 
copae 

IAME METROPOLITAN AVENUE 
io Village, Mak 


food: 

e Cannedgoods 
o Mineral water 
@ Sugar 

o lodized salt 


Medicines: 


Pa 


è Vitamin C, Orai Rehydration 
Salts, Water Purifying Tablets, 
racetamol 
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UAP leads National 
Architecture Week 


mamas 


wa š KA 


THE UNITED Architects of the Philippines-the integrated 
and professional organization of architects-led the nation- 
wide celebration of the National Architecture Week 
(NAW) from Dec. 5 to 11. 

UAP national president Enrique O. Olonan opened the 
NAW celebration with a message to the different chapter 
and district officers ina flag-raising ceremony at the UAP na- 
tional headquarters in Quezon City Sunday morning. After- 
wards, the UAP Metro Manila chapters conducted a long and 
colorful motorcade from Quezon City up to Caloocan City 
Hall to kick off and drumbeat the occasion. 

(On the days that followed, architect Olonan graced that 


Philippine Daily inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue comer Yague and 
Mascardo Sts., Makati 

Tel. No.: 897-8808 loc. 239 


e Rice 


Naa-food: 
© Blankets and mats 
© Kitchen utensils 


© Laundry and bath soap 


e Mosquito nets 
e Slippers 
o Clothes 


e Candies, matches, fashlight 
Water Container (Jerry Cans) 


GOODS may be delivered to: 
Camp Aguinaldo, Office of Civil 
Defense, Edsa 

Catholic Media Network Office, 
Xavier House No. 2307 Pedro Gil, 
Sta. Ana, Manila 

Contact Persons: Ft, Francis Lucas 
or Mc Sanny Jegillos (IRDC) 

Tel Nos.: 563-7321, 563-7314, 
564-4480 

FaxNo.:563-7327 

Email: sagipbuhay@yahoo. com 


FOR OTHER AREAS: 


CASH DONATIONS maybe 
depositedto: 

Any Bank of Philippine Islands 
Branch-Account Name: Sagip- 
Buhay Infanta Fund: Account 
Number-3223-3882-35 

Any Metrobank Branch-Account 
Name: Sagip-Buhay infanta Fund: 
Account Number-281-3-23120502-1 


Diocese of Cabanatuan/Social Action Center, please contact. Bishop Sofronio Bancud, SSS, D.D/ 
Fr, Lito Parulan/Fe Juana e Tel. Nos.: (44)463-3649, 463-0368, (0917)8272125 (Fe) 


FOR OTHER INQUIRIES: 


please contactMs. MiletMendoza, Assisi Development Foundatione tel. nos. 632-1001 to 03: (0817)8381237 


Parine! 


Assisi Development Foundatione Ayala Foundatione Philippine Daily inquirere institute for Disaster Risk 
Managemente Hands On Manilae United Laboratoriese Catholic Media Networke Corporate Network for 


Disaster Responsee Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and industry, 


inc in coordination 


with the Departmentof Social Welfare and Development and the National. ‘Disaster Coordinating Council 


pee e 
architectural exhibit of the UAP Bulacan Chapter at SM Mar- 
ilao, Bulacan, induction ceremonies of the new national offi- 
cers of the UAP Graduate Auxiliary (UAPGA) at Libis, Que- 
zon City, gift giving program at Damas De Filipinas, Paco, 
Manila, and tree planting program at the Polytechnic Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, Quezon City, among other events. 

Members of the UAP national board of directors will also 
pay a courtesy call on MMDA chair Bayani Fernando today, 
Dec. 10, to express their support to MMDAS management 
policies and urban development projects. The board award- 
ed a plaque to Fernando for his sterling performance in pub- 
licservice, 

The weeklong celebration ends with an 
awarding, recognition and culmination night 
back-to-back with a musical concert at Moomba 
Restaurant in Quezon City on Dec. 11. Shown 
from left are architects Abelardo Miraflor, En- 
tique Olonan, Jean Cornejo, Jaime Silva, Rodol- 
fo Vidallon, Virgilio Andres Jr, Amado Tandoc 
and Edric Marco Florentino. 


Capturing EK 
moments 
with Sony 


ONE MAGICAL place comes to mind when 
talking about Christmas fun: 

Enchanted Kingdom. Family and friends 
troop to Sta. Rosa Laguna to get their dose of 
Holiday laughter and adventure as they frolic 
around the county's premier theme park. 

Since nothing spells “fun” better than awe- 
some rides such as Space Shuttle, Log Jam or 
Anchors Away, Sony ingeniously brings its 
now-famous “We Got Yal Roadshow” to En- 
chanted Kingdom to showcase the exciting fea- 
tures and chic styles of all Handycam, Cyber- 
shot and accessories, 

Groups of family and friends are invited to 
join the Game Park Challenge wherein partici- 
pants are asked to complete a number of tasks 
within the park. Of course, this activity and all 
other theme park memories are captured with 
the latest Sony Handycam and Cybershot 
products. Plus, get the chance to create your 
‘own music videos and slide show presenta- 
tions with the Picture Package, a video editing 
software of Sony, and take home your edited 
vvideos and photos of these precious moments 
for free. With the advanced and developed 
technologies of Mega Pixel Engine for Handy- 
cam and Real Imaging Processor for Cyber- 
shor, bundled with the power and expertise of 
Carl Zeiss lens, Sony allows us to capture im- 
ages as close to real life as possible. 

Catch the Sony Handycam and Cybershot 
We Got Yal Roadshow as it takes Enchanted 
Kingdom by storm on Dec, 11 and 12. 


33 Laws 
of Success 
and Property’ 


‘THE “33 Amazing Laws of Success and Pros- 
perity" will be the topic of a new seminar to be 
held from 1 to 5 p.m. on Dec. 10 at the Ateneo 
de Manila University Professional Schools lo- 
cated at 20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, 
Makati. 

“Many are like fish in an aquarium, always 
swimming but gerting nowhere because they 
are violating many of these laws,” said Rodol- 
fo Torres, author of over 20 self-help books 
here and in the United States, who will con- 
duet the seminar. 

‘These laws are as real as the law of gravity- 
violate them at your own risk, he said. 

“This seminar will help you develop a more 
positive outlook in life,” Torres said. 

Tt will help you build and develop a team of 
positive thinkers, An organization of positive 
thinkers will outsmart, outperform, and out- 
think one composed of negative thinkers, he 
explained, 

‘To get more details about the seminar, call 
Listen-N-Learn at 912-2309 or text 0917- 
2582477. j 


Castrol Zoom Club launch 


reset 

DUE to typhoon Yoyong, Castrol Philippines has 
decided to reset the Dec, 3 launch of its Zoom 
Club Card to today, Dec, 10 at Club Halo, Milo 
Long Square, Amorsolo Street, Makati. For In- 
dues, call the Castrol Zoom Club hotline at 533- 
7798 or log on to www.castrolzoomciub.com. 


“We send ont a message of HOPE this year. 


a message Lini Lough Umes will not last forcver. 


‘that Lhc passage of line,with tho grace of GOD, 
lak HG Poe G Fring batter daja 


‘Touching another person's lie, EVEN FOR A MOMENT, 
1s still the BEST GIFT ONE CAN GIVE 
‘OUR CREATOR this Christmas” 
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Deck Tue Mats Wert... 


Sounds 


Christmas 


featuring 
ATENEO COLLEGE  IN-HYMN ACAPI 
GLEE CLUB PS CHOIR eo 
HANGAD 


in one-hour FREE Christmas concerta 
for your enjoyment al 7:00pm. 


Schedules & Venues 
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Everyone is cordially invited to listen Lo the artists’ 
rendition of heart-warming Christmas melodies 
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Entertainment Computer 
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Saturday, December 11,2004 
Registration 

Decorating of Camps / tents by 

team members 


Bam -onwards 
Bam-230pm 


3pm-5pm Opening Ceremonies 


Hosts: Mr. Dody Lacuna and Christine Jacob-Sandejas 


National Arithem /’ Voice of David 
Doxology 


Welcome Remarks Dr.Roberto M.Paterno 
Chairman, PCS 


Opening Remarks First Gentleman Miguel Arroyo 
‘Acknowledgements 


Message Sec. Manuel M. Dayrit 


Secretry of Health 


Inspirational Talk Fr Robert Reyes 


Schedule of Events. 


E RELAY FOR LIFE 2004 MANILA 


A Team Event to Fight Cancer 
Philsports Oval (formerly ULTRA), Pasig City * 3 pm of Dec. 11 until 10am of Dec. 12 


An Overnight 


Relay For Lifa Teame 


Abaya temy 
AOP Pharma Corp-Sponsor) 
Agondio family 

ARUGA- RANG, 

Asva Zeneca (Corp Sponsor) 
‘veri Pharma (Cop Sponsor) 
Bun 

Bamer Pts 

£8800 Guerrero Ortega 

Bomeds Oncology (Corp. Sponsor) 


Campout! 


10pm-12mn 


12mn- 1am 


Wacky Olympics (fun games) 


Hosts:Ronnie Ricketts, Dinky Doo, Jeffrey Santos and Bing Agoncillo 


Sunday, December 12,2004 


Lumina 


In memory or in honor of a loved one/Thanksgiving 


Sen.Mar Roxas 
Sen.Heherson Alvarez 


Ms.Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala Ms. Myrna Borromeo 


Ms.Susan Reyes 
Me.J3 Cojuangco Yulo 


Ms.Cecille Guidote-Alvarez Mr. Jose L.Cuisia,Jr. + 


Ms. Beth Romualdez. 


Healing Mass 


Officiated by Fr. Efren Borromeo, SOLT 


‘Candle Lighting Ceremonies 
Hosted by: Dulce Saguisag/Dr.Rachel Rosario 


Bosom Budles 
Breast Cancer Society of Mana 
Breast Frends PGH 

tol Myers Sql (Corp. Sponsor) 
Cancer ightes-PGH 

Cancer Warns 

Cansun 

Coronan team 

Cener for Community Transformation 
ComateerGer Bros. 

De La Sade Universty Hospice 
Department of Heath 

ly [Corp Sponsor 

Globe Telecom {Carp Spnser) 

Herai Pts Corp. Sponson 

iunior Makating As. (UP Manila) 
eeprAdeast 

Mania Doctors Oncology Team 
ania Heath Department 

Mayne Pharma (Corp Sponsor) 


Sen.Loren Legarda 
Ms. Gloria Diaz 


Mr. Gaby Lopez 


Dr. Karen de la Cruz New TopealMedcine Foundation 


Novartis Healthcare Ps. (Corp. Sponsor) 
Ostomy Associaton of th Pls. 

Par Society of he Pris, 

PALCare 1 PGH Hospice 

Patent Foram 

Pewiset Hope 

hoe inc. Corp Sponsor) 

PGH Hema Onco Support Group 
Poitiymphoms Support Group 


MeEJLitton 


5pm -Dec 11-10am Dec.12 


5pm-5:10pm 


5pm-10pm 


Agot isidro 
Jimmy Bondoc 


Nina 


The Wally Gonzalez Band 
Mishka Adams 

Miguel Ortigas 

Dave Esteban 


Me.Crayon 


Song Pediatric Onco Support Group 
Survivors‘ Lap 
‘Team Banners’ Lap led by Sen. Pia Cayetano and Sen. Mar Roxas 


Individual Walkers Lap 
{representative from each team) 


Buddha's Light International Association - Phils 
Prayer Offering by Venerable Yung Jau 


Entertainment (Song and Dance numbers) / Bands 
Hosts: Ms.Mikee Cojuangco-Jaworski 

Ms. Dawn Zulueta-Lagdameo 

Mr. Carl Joseph Cuisia Guzman 

Me.Johnny Litton 


Tam -Sam 


Jun Ayson of Overdrive 
Ogie Alcasid 

Maribeth Bichara 

The Johnny Alegre Affinity 
Kakoy Legaspi 

Charlie Y 

Tom Epperson 


9am-102m 


General Felix Brawner 


Divide by one 4- Blues and Jazz Artists: Dr. Tedd 
Interpretative Dance Troupe (c/o Novartis) 
Concert of the Philippines (c/o Astra Zeneca) 
and Surprise Guests... 


Wacky Olympics (fun games)/Entertainment Numbers / Bands 
Hosts: Ronnie Ricketts, Dinky Doo, Jeffrey Santos and Bing Agoncillo 


Izza Calzado 

Dancers of Lifo Calzado 
Kuya Germs -Teen Stars 
99 Band 

Junior Marketing Association (UP Manila) 

Hand Mime and Comedy Skit by Breast Cancer Society of Manila 


Black Cat Bone 
RSVP. 
Up Dharma Down 


Shibashi 
Hosted by: Doris Alikpala 


Presentation of Support Groups/ Entertainment Numbers 
Hosted by: 


Bosom Buddies 
Petals of Hope 


Cancer Fighters 
Cansurvive 


losing Ceremonies/Awarding of Prizes 

Hosted by: Cheryl Cosim and Dr. Bong Buencamino 

Announcement of total funds raised 

‘Announcement of winners 
+ Best Decorated Campsite 
* Best Team Costume 

+ Best Presentation/performance of 
a Cancer Support Group 


“Team that ralsed the most funds 


mostlap 


Everyone is invited! 


"Individual who run/walked the 


Pam Bank ret Cycle 
Pram Pans Team A 

Priam ane Team B 

am Pians Team C 

Pram Plans Team D 

Pisar Savings Bank [Care Beses) 

Priam Savings Bank (fe Savers) 

Plate Angels inihe Ould) 
Parte (Corp Sponsor 

Philo Clee of Chest Physicians Lung Rangers) 
Palppine College of Surgeons 

niin Foundation for Breast Cancer 
Prnippne Ue surance Association 
Paine Nurses Association 

Phiippine Oncology Narses Association 
Prnppine Rcaion Oncology Society 
Pippin Society of Gastroenterology 
Pnlipin Society of Medical Oncology 
Prligpine Society af Oncology ine- 
Phippine Society of Pathologists 
Pinipine Sports Commision (Corp. Sponsor) 
PSSBAU Adamson Unnersiy 

eet Team 

Roche PisCorp.Sponsa) 

Rotary Cu Southwest 

San Miguzi Corporation (Corp: Sponsor) 
chasing Pipi Cora Cor Sponsor 
Sheng Plough Carp Sponso 

Seventh Diy Adventist 
Teom Cutia 
Teamvincent 

Tropang Tono Suppor Group 
‘Una Corp Sponsor 
UST Mecca Students 
Wath 


Sponsor 


PE PLAEUEUITLI SES NINI BASIN NINDA AN SOBEL ESS 
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BUSINESS 


The wild chase is on foi 


Look for the specially-marki 
Cut out, put your name, address 
boxes for a Shot at your most we 
no less than bal 

Hunt from September 27 to D 


‘See posters and print ads for more. 


Panasonic 
"ideas for life 


@ 


ducts are, 


digital 
exchange 


lable at Digital Exchange Glorietta 3 


points on the Tokyo Stock Exchange Thursday, d 
Wednesday. 


SINGAPORE—The biggest one-day oil price fall 
in three years and strong US economic data sent 
Asian stocks to multi-year highs on Thursday, 
following Wall Street, sweeping aside export 
worries even as the dollar hit a new low. 

US crude prices, which dropped 7.5 per- 
cent overnight on a larger-than-expected in- 
crease in US fuel stocks, steadied above $45 a 
barrel in early Asian trade. 

‘The dollar slipped to $1.3370 against the 
euro, a record low as concerns about the 
United States’ twin deficits piled on the sell- 
ing pressure. The lower dollar helped push 
goldto anew 16year high. 

Stocks were supported by US Institute for 
Supply Management data which showed the 
outlook for US manufacturing improved in 
November. 

US consumer spending also showed a 
sharper-than-expected 0.7 percent rise in Oc- 
tober, while the Federal Reserve said the US 
economy continued its expansion over the 
past month, with labor marker conditions im- 
proving and business lending on the rise. 

‘Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei average climbed 
1.62 percent to 10,959.0, with Toyota Motor 
bouncing up 1.05 percent from Wednesday's 
seven-month closing low. 

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng added 1.1 percent 
for a three-and-a-half-year high, and an MSCI 
index of non-Japan shares climbed 1.27 percent 
10257.55 after touching a near five-year high. 

Concerns early in the week about the abili- 


Leith 


..in the year 2000, 
50 million births 
around the world 

were not registered... 


Today more than 
2.6 million Filipino 
children are 
not registered. 


BIRTH REGISTRATION PROJECT. 
A project of the National Statistics Office (NSO) 
gad Plan Philippines 
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| 


BUSINESSMEN walk past Tokyo brokerage's electric board indicating the day's stock 
average slipping down 173 points, The Nikkei Stock Average of 225 issues closed at 10,776.63 


town 164.74 points, or 1.51 percent, from 


Asia stocks hit highs 


ty of US consumers to absorb Asia's exports 
were allayed by the US data. 

‘Asian investors moved into sectors that 
were hard hit in recent days. 

“Their targets are high-tech and other ex- 
porters which have been a bit oversold,” said 
Koichi Seki, equity manager at Chuo Securi- 
ties,”...a fall in ol prices isa plus for the glob- 
al economy.” 

But the crude price fall took its toll on ener- 
gy stocks. 

Gold topped $456 an ounce for the first 
time in 16-14 years on the dollars slide. 

Singapore's Straits Times added 1.02 per- 
cent, and Taiwan's benchmark index climbed 
0.85 percer 

Australia's S&P ASX 200 hit a record and 
stood 1.05 percent higher, while South Ko- 
rea's KOSPI rose 1.25 percent. Malaysian 
shares hita four-and-a-half-year high. 

World stocks as measured by the MSCI 
added 0.37 percent to 278.01—its highest 
since mid-2001 

In Tokyo, 10-year JGB futures fell 0.01 point 
10 138.72 ahead of an auction of 1.9 uillion yen 
of government bonds later on Thursday. 

US stocks closed higher. The Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average finished up 1.56 percent at 
10,590.22. 

‘The Nasdaq Composite Index climbed 1.98 
percent to 2,138.23, and the S&P 500 gained 
1.5 percent to 1,119.37 for its highest close in 
nearly three and a half years. Reuters 


“Today is : human rights eek Pi rth regi 
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: WANTED 
| Physical Therapist 
U.S. License Preferred. interested applicants 
~ email resumé to tri@ite.net or 
|. cesarv@netpol.com. For Inquiries, send text 
messagas lo 1-671-788-4488. 


PUBLIC SAFETY SAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 
G/F Kongon Hall. Camp Crame, Quezon City 
Telephone Nos. 723-3310, 723-0401 
local 5563/5583 Telefax 723-2957 


November 30, 2004 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

TO ALL MEMBERS of PSSLA, Inc. 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Members" Meeting 
& Elections of PSSLA, Inc. will be held on January 15, 2005, 
9:00 A.M. at the Multi-Purpose Hall, Camp Crame, Q.C. 

in case you cannot personally attend, you can be 
represented by PROXY. Accomplish the Proxy Form and submit 
to the Corporate Secretary five (5) days before date of Meeting. 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


INVESTIAENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


seeks a 


PRESS AND POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS OFFICER 


The successful candidate will be responsible for the delivery of the 
Embassy's public diplomacy objectives and for researching and 
providing advice on political issues. 


(Signed) ATTY RAUL M BACALZO 
Corporate Secretary 


. Aloe Vera 


. the healing plant 
We supply fresh, raw aloe 
vera for cosmetic, medical, 
Juices and therapeutic 
preparations. 

Cali Margie Asuncion 

at 364-6696 

or e-mail: 
aloejoe@atenista.net 


(OPEN PROXY FORM 
Know All Men By These Presents: 


The undersigned member, hereby nominates, constitutes 
and appoints as PROXY to 
attend on behalf of the undersigned, the Annual Members’ 
Mee! fion on January 1: r00 A.M. at 
Purpose Hall, Camp Crame. OC. and at any adjoumment or 
postponement thereof, and to vote the membership of said 
Association standing in the name of the undersigned with all 
the powers the undersigned would possess if personally present 
at such meeting with discretionary authority and discretion on 
the application of votes on the elections of Members of the 
Board of Trustees. 


Should any matter, not known to the solicitor, come property 
before the members which may require the vote of the 
undersigned, discretionary authority is hereby conferred upon 
to the PROXY to vote the membership of the undersigned in 
the manner which the PROXY deems fit. 


This proxy revokes and supersedes any proxy or proxies 
the undersigned may have previously executed and shall be 
considered withdrawn where the undersigned personally 
registers with the Committee on Election before 9:00 A.M. of 
January 15, 2005 attends and votes during the Members’ 


The Embassy is looking for energetic, motivated applicants with a strong 
academic background, relevant work experience in media, 
communications or politics and an active interest in, and understanding 
of, Philippine and global current affairs. Applicants must have excellent 
English and Tagalog skills as well as excellent IT skills in Word, Excel 
and Powerpoint. 
TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


‘TRANSPORTATION 


TOR RENT Salary of PHP 38,168.00 per month, plus comprehensive medical : 


benefits. 


To apply: Please submit, in an A4 sized envelope, by 17 December: a 
copy of your CV (maximum 2 pages) with full references, 1 passport 
size photograph, a copy of your transcript of records and a hand-written 
letter explaining your suitability for this post. Address to: 


cece Wako sts 
HR Manager 


MERCEDES 
Red MBenz PSST MN3S27IS ar 


MITSUBISHI 


SIGNED IN THE PRESENCE OF 


Meeting of the same date. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned member has 
executed this Proxy this _— day of 


Signature Over Printed Name 


195 Gint AT PIST 6474306 IDLE CARS/VANS? 
Earn Regular Monthiy Y 
OC area GLM $5 Good cond, 200/up MÓL only 3038789 


Manhatan Gray Pasa 272763, 


IPO- December 10.2004) 


TOYOTA GENERAL 


ITEMS FOR SALE 


NG XL PISOK Nog. 0 Revo 
PASOK Neg, O8Y7-241159 


‘OTHER CAR BRANDS 


Pajero “Land “cree "Su" 
Terana Salat hi. Serena 
Deica" Spaco Gear Estima 
Vanette Largo EN Caner 
‘Tan 920607 10017942020 


EARN BIGHIGH ROL 
‘WSUALL CAPITAL 8820825 
05203580785 VIOLY 


EARN PST upiesk HOW? 
RUSH SALE. smew oe Shara dbienz BABATI 
CIRCUIT BREAKER ——— 
1.200AMPH 642-5188. garecranomzom code: sb 

6551008. 08170901651 


POCKETBIKES ast DUCATI 
LOOK caeztaotaa 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


DOG TRANER 0919-4668443 


LAB PUPS, 08179287864 
RUSH SALEI OWNER LEAVING 


(avi Sala patapass07 
CAR VANS moast os 


ROTTWEILER PUP WIPAPERS 
Cars Consetus 4220288 Te q000609 0019-2666081 


Cheap Van Rental 889001, sum Tzu pups 8125216 


[ waren To py | 


"PROFESSIONAL & CREDIBLE” 
LOW S's INTEREST 


BUY + SELL: PAWN 


SWISS WATCHES 


AGA de MMT STUNT 
SECOKOD AYALA CENTER 
OPEN ONDAY TOSATUROAY 


a rasesrascostzeest 
MSSM ESC. STANEK zens 
Poona 1B6TIO y assos 
REVO widrver 9272821 
STAREX kato CARS. masoma 


“Tyco U Orve w Driver A 

Kinde Care Van Revo Dy 

Wa Mo, Rental 602302122 
ewes runa 


ABCH 


REVO: WOS "ALS: STAREX 
ERLA GA rot S389822 
Hae ana 


1 Fast coroners 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
BUY = SELL + PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
E Olmer Sass Watches 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
eAporalalFast Cash 
RepaPlsn Any Wath 
“Tw004-0408 » 834-2886 


RENTACAR 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX Terrano tecHucaN 
must not be more than 30 
5645593 „S097041 yrs old. Graduata from any 
15% CAR LOAN Sidat 65630742 0917-8479744 Yocatonal mg 


—— mon of the Phils or TESDA 


ssxcantonnarsesis BUYING ROLEX  strediated schoo. Fuinine 
Ora MATCHES St race wh minimum salary wing 
usncantonn7ecans:  OST-H2308-T26968T 324807 2424512 


—— 12204334123543 
e eee BSP ESNPTOMT 
K Any Ate. heat, Grace 


Up to PAST/ Mo 8922818 
1% Fast Car Loan 60140 ET praire ienien 


18% Easy Car Loan 411254743 PUBLIC 


2% ooling Cress 


British Embassy 
17/F |. V. Locsin Bldg., 
6752 Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City 1226 


The Embassy is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING 
In consonance with PLA. 8976 otherwise known as the Philippine Food 
Fortification Act of 2000, the National Food Authority (NFA) as the 
implementing agency on ron fortified rice, wishes to announce thatit wil 
be conducting a bidding on January 05, 2005 at 10:00 AM at the NFA 
Boardroom, 10th Floor, Matimyas Bidg., 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, 
Quezon City among all interested supplies for the supply of THREE 
HUNDRED METRIC TONS (300 MT), IRON COATED RICE GRAIN 
PREMIX (FORTIFICANT) with an approved budget of Php 52M, packedin 
25 kg mull-wall paper bag (strong enough to withstand handling). Detailed 
Product specifications shali be included in the Terms of Reference (TOR). 
Delivery period at designated NFA Mania warehouse/s shall be not later 
than March 15, 2005 and with BUYER'S option for an early delivery. 
‘All interested suppliers are required 10 submit price offers in Philippine 
Currency, as specified in the NFA Bid Form. 
Al bidders are required to post a bid bond equivalent to 5% of the approved 
budget of Php 52 Min the form of Cash, Cashier's andlor Manager's Check 
or an irrevocable LIC issued by a reputable bank in Metro Manila, 
List of Eligblty Requirements and instruction to Bidders may be secured 
thru MR. TOMAS R. ESCAREZ, Assistant Department Manager and MR. 
NESTOR U. PUANGCO, Division Manager, Department for Marketing 
Operations, 5th Fir., NFA Matimyas Bidg., 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave., 
‘Quezon City, Telephone Nos. 712-1564, 743-8696 of 712-3341 Loc. 8513 
Staring December 10, 2004. 
The Terms of Reference (TOR) and Bid Documents will likewise be 
availabe starting December 09, 2004 upto December 10, 2004 (8:00 AM 
-5:00 PM) upon payment of a Php15,000.00 non-refundable fee. 
The Pre-Bidding conference willbe held on December 22, 2004 at 10:00 
AM ai the NFA Boardroom, 10th Floor, Malimyas Bldg., 101 E. Rodriguez 
Sr. Avenue, Quezon City. 
‘Submission of eligibility requirements, technical proposal and price offers 
will be between 8:00 AM to 9:55 AM al the NFA Boardroom, 10th Floor, 
Matimyas Bldg., 101 E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, Quezon City on January 
05, 2005. Opening of bids wl start at exactly 10:00 AM. 
‘The National Food Authority reserves the right to reject any or all bid 
proposals, lo waive any required or defect therein and accept the bidis 
Which is deemed most advantageous to the Agency. 


(Sgd.) JESSUP P. NAVARRO 
Deputy Administrator and Chairman 


Bids and Awards Committee 
(PDI acana 198282008) 


CALL 
POEA 


24-HOUR 


BROOKSLAKE GARMENT MFG. CORP. 
BLOCK C8 K PORONG STREET, PUNTURIN, 
VALENZUELA CITY 
TELA ABADANI 4-4050/48540701 6320984 
Fax 7984:3138 
Wanted immediately: 

One (1) ACCOLNTING. 


poms 
‘con pew agence tn soma posaca r ngs 


HOTLINES 
Fan eara sheng 


722-1144 
Sesa aera meray en o E 


Pa 
or ie pang apports 


722-1155 j een 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Quezon City 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIDDING __ 
‘The National Food Authority (NFA) wishes to announce that it will be 
conducting a bidding on January 08, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the FOOD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER BUILDING FTI Complex, Taguig, Metro 
Manila, among all interested rice suppliers for the supply of maximum 
320.000 MT, 5% MOLSO, long grain white rice, 15% and 25% brokens 
di Thailand, Vietnam and/or China origin in 50 kilograms net capacity 
polypropylene bags with an appropriated budget of Php 5.60B from 
Corporate resources. 

All interested suppliers are required to submit quotations for all 
Specifications and all modes of payment otherwise, bids wil be considered 
non-responsive. Price shali be quoted in USS per MT, CFR, FO, one (1) 
Safe port, one/iwo safe berths under the following payment terms: 
Documents Against Payment (D/P}, mandatory bid 
Documents against Acceptance (D/A) with a tenor of one hundred 
eighty (180) days from BAL date, mandatory bid 
Documents against Acceptance (D/A) or Deferred Payment with a 
tenor of: 
1 three hundred sixty (360) days from B/L. date, optional bid 
£2 seven hundred twenty (720) days Irom B/L date, optional bid 
Arrival Period Volume to be Offered (MT) 
‘Not Later Than 28 February 2005 At least 50% 
Not Later Than 15 Apri! 2005 Balance 
‘Government suppliers and private suppers who have delivered to the NFA 
within the last two (2) years (2003/2004) and do not have a bad track 
record may be awarded a maximum of 300,000 MT and 25,000 MT 5% 
MOLSO, respectively. New suppliers without any track record with 
NFA, may be awarded a maximum of 15,000 MT. However, suppliers 
and/or source companies with pending import-related accounts! 
liability prior 2003 are considered to have bad track records. Vessels 
to be utilized should have a maximum load capacity of 15,000 MT. 
Minimum volume to be offered per supplier shall be 10,000 MT per 
specication 
Ali bidders are required to post a bid bond equivalent to 10% of the highest 
‘yale offered quantity in tne form of cashier simanagar's check issued by 
2 reputable bank in Metro Manila or an irrevocable standby Letter of Credit 
issued by a reputable commercial bank or in the case of an irrevocable 
stand-by UG issued by a foreign bank, the same shall be confirmed by a 
‘reputable local bank 
Winning biddors are required to submit a performance bond equivalent to 

10% of he value of the awarded quanity within three (3) banking days alter 
receipt of the notice of award in the form cashier's/managers check issued 
by a reputable bank in Mairo Manila or an Irrevocable standby Letter of 
Credit issued by a reputable commercial bank or in the case ol an 
irrovocabie stand-by UC Issued by a lorelgn bank, the same shall be 
confirmed by a repulable local bank. Bid bond can be converted to 
pertormance bond. 

List of Eligibility Requirements maybe secured staring 10 December 2004 
thru MR. TOMAS R. ESCAREZ, Assistant Depariment Manager and MA 
NESTOR U. PUANGCO, Division Chie Ill, Directorate for Marketing 
Operations, Sth Floor, NFA, Matimyas Bldg., 101 E. Rodriquez Sr. 
‘Avenue, Quezon City with telephone numbers 712-1564; 742-4140, 
743-8696; 711-7433; 740-1977; 712-1708; and 712-1572. 

‘The terms o reference and bid documents will be available rom December 
10-28, 2004 (8:00 a.m, - 5:00 p.m.) upon payment of a non-relundable leo 
of P7.500.00 
“The pre-bidding conference wil be hali on December 21, 2004 al 10:00 
a.m. al the FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BUILDING FTI Complex, 
Taguig, Metro Manila 
‘Submission of bids will be on January 06. 2005 
9:85 a.m. ai the FOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER BUILDING FTI Complex, 
Taguig, Metro Manila, Opening of bids wil siart exactly at 10:00 a.m. 
‘The National Food Authority reserves the right to reject any or all bid 
proposes, lo waive any required formally or dalect therein and may accept 
the bids which is deemed most advantageous to the Agency. 


(S911) JESSUP P. NAVARRO. 
Deputy Administrator and 
Chairman, BAC 
(Di December 108 17,2008) 
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Your career might only be a 
| click of the mouse away. 
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A BEVO, QUEZON Yang L DEADLINE 
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The Widest Reaching Classifieds 12:00 noon 


Day before publication 


PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES SERVICES FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR RENT 
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In Loving Memory 
on the Fifth Death Anniversary of 


TAN aka Yng 


who peacefully joined her Creator on December I2, I999. 


Her husband, Ambassador Alfonso T. Yuchengco, and her family 


and loved ones request relatives and friends to join them in 


praying for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Holy Mass will be offered at: 


Teresa G. Yuchengco Chapel on Friday, December IO, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. 
(Podium 4, Tower II, RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue) 
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‘Tam the 

way, the 

truth and 
the life. No 
one comes 


Poblacion, Palauig, Zambales. 


8:00 a.m. Mass. 


pow 
4 


% DR. WASHINGTON ARAGON YAP 


Our Beloved “Totong” of Palauig Zambales 


Peacefully joined the Lord 
on December 6, 2004 at the age of 79. 

His loving wife Isabel Alves Yap; children 
Manolo and May, Stella and Roberto, Isagani and 
Lanie, Ma. Elisa and Danilo, John Nayel, Roberto 
and Noreen, Bella Marie, Abigail, Paul Clarence 
and Cynthia, Juanita and Ramon; grandchildren, 
brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at their residence in 


Interment will be on December 14, 2004 after the 


In Memoriam 


WILLIAM T. LORENZANA 


Peacefully joined his Creator on December 9, 2004 at the age of 83 


His loved ones: 


Wife Adeling Sadili, their children Willy and Nana, Dada and Mon Santiago, 
Popot and Agnes, Agnes and Elmer Lapeha, and Tonette and Ronnie Lee. 


Grandchildren: Trina, Kyle, Rina, Mindy, Monchie, Mary Anne, Michael, 
Isabel, Lian, Mei Mei, Jeremy, Dindin, Agie, Trissy and Patti. 


Brothers and sisters: Joe and Toots, Al and Rosie, Betty Abaya, 


Thelma and Manny Martirez, Dada, Dennis and Loida. 


request relatives friends and pious readers to join prayers 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lic in state at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 
UP Village, Diliman, Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced later. 


THE AUGUSTINIAN SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION 


ANNOUNCE THE DEATH OF 
SISTER EMILIA V. DEL SPIRITU SANTO, OSA 


og 
a 


AG MELO DAANTON 


January 27, 1922 to December 5, 2004 
She is survived by her husband Eriberto; sisters Nicasia 


State, 


at 


and Aniceta; brothers Julian (1), Teodulo (+), Ponclano 
(H), Romulo and Celedonio; nieces, nephews and 
grandchildren, 

Her body lies in state at Funeraria Sapinoso Premiere 
Chapel, Gen. E. Topacio St., Imus, Cavite, 

Interment will be on Sunday, December 12, 2004 at the 
Melda Memorial Park, Tahimik St., Imus, Cavite after the 
2:00 p.m. memorial service at Imus Unida Church, 


Saree mayad 


"ne a on ST on DECEMBER 8, 2004 AT THE AGE OF 94 


FUNERAL MASS WILL BE ON 
DECEMBER 10, 2004 at 8:00 A.M. 
AT THE LA CONSOLACION CONVENT CHAPEL 
3 273 SANTOLAN ROAD, SAN JUAN, METRO MANILA 5 


to the 
Father 
except 
through 
Me.” 
John 14:6 
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INTERMENT WILL FOLLOW AT THE LA LOMA CEMETERY 


After the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
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Pasko Na! Christmas concert 


CLCI holds year-end time 


THE CENTER for Leadership and 
Change Inc (CLCI), is conducting its 
premium time management public 
workshop entitled “What Matters 
Most” on Dec, 9, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the CLCI Training Room, 4/F 
Ateneo Professional Schools, Horacio 
V de la Costa St, Makati. As the year 
2004 gradually reaches to an end, 
professionals, entrepreneurs, young 
and old alike, are invited to attend 
this one-day workshop which CLCI 


management workshop 


proudly asserts is a “Life Leadership 
and Time Management Workshop for 
the Entire Business of Living”. The 
workshop will be facilitated by Dr. 
Karen V. de la Cruz, licensed Franklin 
Covey facilitator. Interested parties 
may call John Lopez or Denise 
Mangiliman at Tel, 817-2726 local 
116/123 or email them at 
John@clei.ph. CLCI is the authorized 
distributor for FranklinCovey products 
and services in the Philippines. 


‘THE Jesuit Music Ministry in coopera- 
tion with the University ofthe Philippines 
Catholic Students Community (UP-CSC) 
presents Pasko Nal, a Christmas Concert 
featuring the Bukas Palad Music Ministry 
on Dec. 11, at the UP Theater Diliman, 
Quezon City, with a Matinee show at 3in 
the afternoon and a Gala performance at 
Bin the evening, 

‘The Bukas Palad Music Ministry is well 
known for their hit liturgical 

Songs such as Hindi Kita Malilimutan, 
Humayo't Ihayag, 1 Will Sing Forever, Sa 

Yo Lamang, and Tanging Yaman. The 
choir has already produced more than ten 
albums to date and performed in concerts 


allover the Philippines and inthe United 
States. The concert which will feature 
songs taken from the group's album 
Pasko Na, aims to bring hope to our 
wounded hearts and toenliven our souls, 
preparing us all for the coming of Christ. 
Himig ng Hangin, A Christmas Praise, 
Pasko Na, Gloria and Noong Paskong 
Una are just some of the songs which the 
group will be performing accompanied 
by a 16 piece orchestra under the musi- 
cal direction of Mel Villena. 

Proceeds of the Pasko Nal Concert 
will be used to fund the spiritual and 
leadership programs of the UP-CSC, 
thus, benefiting the student activities of 


all the religious organizations in the UP 
Campus Ministry. This will also provide 
forthe needs of the scholars and students 
supported by the different organizations. 
‘Tickets (P500, 200, 100) will be available 
soon at the UP Parish Office and all Jesuit 
Communication outlets in Sonolux Bldg, 
and the Loyola House of Studies, Ateneo, 
SM North EDSA (Main Building, Lovier 
Ground Floor), SM Megamall (Fifth 
Level, Bridgeway), Robinson's Manila 
(Level 2), Robinson's Galleria (Level 2). 
For ticket reservations, email 
info@bukaspalad.com, call Jesuit Music 
Ministry at 4261025, or text 0917- 
8274454/0917-7939006 
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INTRODUCTION 


Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has 
continuously lauded the 8 million plus 
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs), who 
contributed more than $7.5 billion annu- 
ally through remittances, for their invalu- 
able contribution to the country's eco- 
nomic growth and sustainable develop- 
ment. 

On the other hand, the more than 
475,000 Small and Medium Entrepre- 
neurs (SMEs) continue to provide the 
much-needed boost to the Philippine 
economy. Despite the prevailing economic 
slowdown worldwide, SMEs continue to 
provide jobs and create wealth. 

Recent data from the National Statistics 
Office revealed that remittances from OFWs 
are not only the driving force behind con- 
sumer spending but it also spurred the de- 
velopment of microbusinesses that now ac- 
count for over 90 percent of all businesses 
in the Philippines. 

‘The government has expressed concern 
for the welfare and benefit of the country's 
OFWs or “modern-day heroes” as well as 
in helping and supporting the development 
of the SMEs which are also called the “en- 
gines of Philippine economy.” 

Thus, the Pamilyang OFW-SME 
Network Foundation, Inc. was estab- 
lished in response to the government's 
concern to the OFW and SME families. 


What is the POFW-SMENFI? 


‘The Pamilyang OFW-SME Network 
Foundation, Inc. (POFW-SMENFI) is 
a non-stock, non-profit organization 
founded by former OFWs and OFW and SME 
‘welfare advocates which was registered with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC Reg. No. A200202450) on February 14, 
2002, 
What is the vision of POFW-SMENFI? 

Tobe the most productive center ofOFW 
and SME families in the Philippines by 
providing job, livelihood, investment and 
business opportunities; and be recognized 
as a role model for public service 


What are the main objectives of POFW- 
SMENFI? 


1. Tohelp protect the rights and promote 

the welfare of the OFW and SME families; 
2, To conceptualize and launch viable 

reintegration projects for OFWs; 

3. To organize, sponsor and conduct 
expositions, seminars, workshops, 
trainings, and study and research pro- 
grams to help upgrade the knowledge of 
the OFW and SME families, 


4. To make the OFW families 
productive members or entrepre- 
neurs of the community, 

5. To help improve the economic 
condition of the OFW and SME fami- 
lies whose living condition are below 
standard; 

6. To initiate and organize fund- 
raising activities to finance the vari- 
ous projects of the foundation; 

7. To receive financial contribu- 
tions, donations and grants from lo- 
cal and foreign sources for the 
implementation of the foundation's 
objectives; 

8. To organize and strengthen link- 
ages, both local and international, 
for OFW and SME families? concern: 

9. To provide legal, medical and. 
dental, welfare, technical, financial 
and otherassistance to OFW and SME 
families in cooperation with local and 
foreign government agencies, pri- 
vate corporations and non-govern- 
ment organizations; 
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tion and produce a television/radio 
program for the purpose of effectively 
disseminating information regarding 
the foundation's various projects and 
opportunities as well as the latest gov- 
ernment policies that will affect the 
OFW and SME familie 

11. To coordinate and cooperate 
closely with the local and foreign 
government agencies in carrying out 
the objectives of the foundation; 

12. To purchase, acquire, sell, 
lease, mortgage or otherwise deal in 
real and personal property as may be 
necessary or useful to carry out the 
objectives of the foundation; 

13. To acquire or obtain from any 
local or foreign government agency 
orauthority, national, provincial, mu- 
nicipal or otherwise, or any corpora- 
tion, company or partnership or per- 
son, such charter, contacts, franchise, 
privileges, exemption, licenses and 
concessions as may be conducive to 
any of the objectives of the founda- 

fon; and 


eee a s, 


aappear 


14. To establish and operate of- 
fices nationwide and abroad to carry 
out the foundation's objectives. 


Who can become members of the 
POFW-SMENFI? 


“Overseas Filipino workers (Mi- 
grant workers who are engaged in 
remunerated activities in a state and 
are considered to be temporary resi- 
dents thereof; the immigrants who 
have assumed or are in the process of 
assuming legal permanent residency 
status; and the undocumented over- 
seas Filipinos); 

“Future, vacationing and former 
OFWs; 

* Husband or wife and children of 
an OFW; 

* Small and medium entrepre- 
neurs; 

* Husband or wife and children of 
an SME; and 

“Officers and members of non- 
government organizations concerned 


on, 


with the OFW and SME families. 


What are the benefits and types of 
assistance that the POFW-SMENFI 
can provide? 


“Local job placement; 

* FREE and subsidized seminars 
on home-based business, agriculture 
business and aqua-business; 

REE legal, medical and dental 
services; 

* Investment and business man- 
agement consultancy; and 

“Research, marketing, advertis- 
ing and promotion consultancy 


How can one become a member of 
the POFW-SMENFI? 


If qualified, a member must pay an 
annual membership fee of P50 only. 
He will be given an ID card and an 
updated list of service partners of the 
foundation as well as the POFW- 
SMENFI Monthly News Update 


10. To publish any form of publica- 
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Pamilyang 


OFW-SME Network 
Foundation, Inc. 


ME 


Please check if you are: 


() EX-OFW 
() SME relative 


(Surname) 


Date and place of birth: 


Spouse's name: 


Spouse's job/profession, company and address: 


IBERSHIP APPLICA) 


() OFW relative 


(First Name) (Middle Name) 


Children's name, date, and place of birth 


(start with eldest) 


200202450, 


Ngayon, 
pwede ko nang 
ma-contact si Tatay 
o si Kuya sa barko. 


direchong text sa barko, kahit saan sa mundo 


Napakadaling Gamitin! 
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À technology ng cellphone, ntemet at satelite, 


Š kaanak sa Pipinas sa kamiang mga minama- 


T 
Ano ba ang 


SEATEXT`? 


Ang SEATEXT ay makabagong serisyo 
‘mua sa Sma. Sapamamagtan ng 


mayroon nang paraan upang mapaglapit aig 


hal na sakay ng mga barko sa buong mundo, 


ae: 


Metro Manila address and contact nos. 


Provincial address and contact nos.: 


“Empowering the OFW 
and SME Families 


Through Information, 


NG er dings oa Naa Hao 
NG mana geting 


Highest educational attainment and school: pgh erro ahay 


Kung emergency o kahit hindi. 

Kung Birthday, o Anniversary o ae 
Father's Day o Kahit kung miss mo lang... 

SEATEXT warped ata am een Cop 


Name of employer and address (if OFW): 


Opportunities and Benefits” 


Products/services of Interest: 


POFW-SMENFI Head Office: AE SG Dest 


No. 53 18th Avenue, Murphy 

Cubao, Quezon City, Metro Manila 
Philippines 1109 

Tel. Nos.(632) 912-5803; (632) 437-1660 
Fax No. (632) 427-1659 

E-mail address: gearcom@tri-isys.com 
website: http://www.pamilyangofw-sme.com 


24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 o 722-1155 


(Signature over printed name) 


(Date of application) 
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Sun Cellular seen to break even in '05 


Clarissa S. Batino 


SUN CELLULAR of the Gokongwei- 
owned Digitel Mobile Philippines Inc. 
sees improved finances starting 2005 
when earnings before interest, taxes, de- 
preciation and amortization, or Ebitda, 
are expected to break even. 

According to Lance Gokongwei, presi- 
dent of Digitel Mobile, the company is 
scheduled to break even in terms of Ebit- 
dain early 2005. In 2006, the company is 
expected to break even on earnings be- 
fore interest and taxes are paid, he said. 

The wireless unit of listed Digital 
Telecommunications Phils. Inc, should 


be out of the red by 2007, he added. 

‘According to analysts, a positive Ebit- 
da is as important an indicator as net in- 
come because it reflects a company’s ca- 
pacity to pay its debt. Ebitda represents 
the amount of cash generated by the 
business and those funds are used to pay 
obligations. 

Gokongwei said Digitel, the parent 
firm, had always been Ebitda positive. 

“As you gain more subscribers, the as- 
sets grow in value also,” said Gokong- 
wei. Sun Cellular, Digitel’s wireless 
brand launched in March 2003, had 
breached the 1-million subscriber mark 
in November. 


The top official said Sun Cellular 
should end the year with about 1.2 mil- 
lion customers. Company officials expect 
subscribers to increase to at least 2 mil- 
lion by the end of 2005. 

Gokongwei said the wireless sub- 
sidiary was targeting an annual growth 
of 10 to 15 percent, a modest level com- 
pared to its competitors. 

Smart Communications inc., a wholly- 
owned unit of Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co., had been growing at 
about 40 percent. Second-rank Globe 
Telecom Inc. grew about 20 percent in 
the third quarter. 

“A 10 to 15 percent growth a year is a 


sustainable business model for us,” 
Gokongwei said. "We are not Smart and 
Globe. They are huge companies.” 

‘Contrary to perception that the Gokong- 
wei mobile brand had been moving too 
slow, Gokongwei said that Sun Cellular 
Was growing as fast, if not faster, than the 
other players when they started out. 

“Ten years ago, this industry was noth- 
ing... It had since grown into a P120-bil- 
lion industry,” said the Digitel Mobile ex- 
ecutive. "We believe there is room for 
players like us to grow.” 

As of the third quarter, listed Digitel 
reported that net loss swelled to P1.08 
billion against P722.8 million a year ago 


due to financing costs incurred by the 
wireless business. 

From January to September, operat- 
ing loss actually narrowed to P117.2 mil- 
lion against P209.9 million a year ag 
Financing charges this year, however, i 
creased to P1.03 billion from P836.5 mi 
lion in the first three quarters of 2003. 

‘The outstanding balance of Digitel's fi- 
nancing for its mobile operations stood 
at P12.68 billion at the end of Septem- 
ber, up from P10.08 billion at the end of 
2003. 

Digitel would spend $100 million in 
the coming year to expand the coverage 
of Sun Cellular, 


$35-M RP wind 
farm is 1st of its 
kind in Asean 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


The center of a vibrant city lifestyle. 


Live where it blooms. 


‘THE PHILIPPINES has taken another step in 
promoting renewable energy with the signing 
of a greenhouse gas emission reductions pur- 
chase agreement involving a $35-million wind 
farm project in Bangui Bay, Ilocos Norte—the 
firstof its kind in the Philippines and in Asean. 

The Danish International Development 
‘Agency (Danida) shouldered 90 percent of 
the project cost. 

In a statement yesterday, the World Bank 
lauded the project as the first in Asean under 
the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) of 
the Kyoto Protocol. 

Joachim von Amsberg, WB Country Director 
for the Philippines, said: “This is a very special 
initiative, and a good example of how global 
partnerships on environment really come to 
life. It is also an exciting example of how the 
Philippines can be part of and benefit from a 
new dimension of new global opportunities.” 

Amsberg said he hoped this would only be 
the first ofa series of emission reductions pur- 
chase agreements in the country 

Under the program, the certified emission re- 
ductions (CERs) generated by the project will 
be purchased by the Prototype Carbon Fund 
(PCF), a public/private partnership made up of 
six governments and 17 private companies. 

The partnership authorizes the World 
Bank, as trustee, to purchase CERs from pro- 
jects on behalf of the participants of the fund. 

The Philippines is hard pressed to look for 
ways to improve air quality after the World 
Bank published the Air Quality Monitor in 
2002, which said that air pollution in the 
Philippines was causing serious health prob- 
lems and lower productivity severely affect- 
ing the Filipinos’ quality of life, 


Aboitiz to raise 
anew P367M for 
debt payment 


By Elizabeth L Sanchez 


Siang becom oreas 


ORIENTAL GARDENS 


ELL: 
‘The Executive Residential Condo 


Outdoor Garden 


now invites you to call its second tower home: 
a plush residential haven soon to blossom 
close to the heart of the Central Business District. 


The Lotus 
TOWER, rising 32 storeys above Makati, 
it features amenities unparalleled 


ABOITIZ Equity Ventures (AEV) , the public 
holding firm of the Aboitiz family said yester- 
day it will raise another P367 million from the 
issuance of redeemable preferred shares to 
refinance maturing debt and fund future 
power projects. 

With the second issuance, ARV's total pre- 
ferred share offering this month will amount 
to P1.87 billion, raising enough to refinance 
its P1 billion maturing preferred shares and 
fund other projects. 

AEV earlier raised P1.5 billion from its first 
preferred share offering last Monday. Banking 
sources said the second issuance was to ac- 
commodate excess demand from the first pre- 
ferred share offering 

Ina disclosure, AEV said it signed a second 
underwriting agreement with First Metro In- 
vestment Corp. as issue manager and BPI Capi- 
tal, PCI Capital, BDO Capital, Multinational In- 
vestment Bancorporation and RCBC Capital as 
underwriters for the additional issuance of 
36.7 million non-voting, non-panicipating, 
non-convertible, cumulative, reissuable and 
redeemable preferred shares at P10 apiece. 
“The shares, like the first issuance, will be re- 
deemable overa period of five years. 

“These shares will be denominated as series C 
which has a fixed dividend rate and series D 
which has a loating dividend rate. The rates for 
the floating series will be determined quarterly. 

AEV said proceeds of the issuance will be 
used for refinancing and will also finance var- 
ious power projects and its subsidiaries. 

It aims to issue the shares on Dec. 13. 

AEV earlier said it is earmarking P500 mil- 
à lion for possible investments in power pro- 


7 Jects, an official of the company said, 
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AEV vice president Luis Miguel Aboitiz de- 
Taking Life Higher 


in comfort, security, and peace of mind. 


The harmony between design and lifestyle. lead 


The fusion of comfort and affordability. ‘swimming pool 


Lotus Tower, at Oriental Gardens Makati 
your new home, transcending 
the dynam 


ii now & 830-0000 ... 886-0000 


www.orientalgardens.com.ph 


clined to name however the planned power 
projects. 

AEV has an existing P1 billion preferred 
share issue which will expire early next year, 
It will use the bulk of the proceeds from the 
preferred share offering to refinance this ma- 
turing debt, 


the Metrobank Group 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


SK any fashionista what she is Greenbelt 3. 
Ong has designed jewelry for Lane Crawford in 
Aces of these days and Hong kong and fora show in Zurich, Hernew col- “BIRTH” cuffin natural black 
“MARGARITA in chances are it’s a Wynn Wynn tection showcases fusion—a whimsical and coralwitha handsculpted 
Cranberry” is a mix of Ong jewelry piece or a Bea Valdes bag tongue-in-cheek interplay between the natural vermeil design, a carved red 


candy-colored crystals. from the recently launched 2005 and the manmade, the are with the readily avail- coral turtle, and faceted 
Dreamstyle Collection of Firma in %®® preawc2 Strine “eggs” 
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RETRO glamour 
for Christmas 


“PETITE Chou Chou,” a little pouch of sequins and 
beads, is one of Bea's earliest designs, coming in a burst 
of colored crystals. 


“COCKATOO” in tangerine ` 


ness 
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Take your pick from the Canon Prima Series. 
Choose the one that matches your mood and style., 
You can go for the modest Prima Zoom 60u or for 
the new Prima Super 180 with advanced features. 
And if you want something in between, there are 


HS. 


other exciting models to choose from. What's more, 
when you buy a Canon Prima camera today, you 
get a Limited Edition Canen Sling Bag, for Freel, 
This stylish bag is made of high quality, soft suede 
material. Grab your chance to own one now] 
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ima Super Prima Super -Prima Zoom Prima Super- ~ 
105u aga Fun migo k 
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‘Promo partod is rom October 39 te Decemee 3, 2004, Per TENOR par to, 5239 Series of 2008 
Canon Marketing (Philippines), Ic. 
2F Marvin Plaza Bg.. 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenuo, cor VA. Rutino St. Makal City. Tl: 812-8047 / 812-6076 to 79 / 892-5449 «Fox 810-9797 
‘mal abes:nfo@canon com pie ware.canon com ph 
Sout Son Est Asla aloe Hondaumrteras Canon Sagay Pia LI | Hart Avaron, 204-01, Kapps! Bay Tovar, rg O38032- weaned com 
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“AUTUMN in Osaka” cuff 
‘of natural black coral with 
carved agate and vermeil 
blossoms, baroque 
freshwater pearls and 
smoky quartz drops 


“AMENOA” 
necklace of 
Hawaiian coral with 
turquoise nuggets 
andchrysoberyl 


From page Cl 


The pieces integrate high-grade, high-im- 
pact resin in faux ivory, coral, tortoise shell, 
antique stoneware, snakeskin, crocodile, 
gnarled wood and lacquer finishes with gold, 
silver, copper and other metals to form organic 
shapes that celebrate the gems that are the 
centerpieces of each work. 

Her trademark, of course, remains: an ex- 
tremely limited number of one-off pieces per 
collection, the use of rare or newly discovered 
gems, a preference for uncommon cuts, and 
an unusual combination of textures, colors 
and elements. 

Tn one piece, a kamagong cuff is the founda- 
tion for which a large tourmaline cylinder is 
tethered with rose-colored gold. in another, a 
collar of cobalt blue Yunnan glass beads be- 
comes the base from which a slender circle of 
old ivory and, below it, a five-inch long an- 
tique agate piece, hangs. 

in yet another, the tips of delicate black In- 
donesian coral branches drip with faceted cit- 
rines that flash with fire and light. 

‘favorite piece is an 18k gold brooch in the 
shape of a blazing comet. In it, a large Aus- 
tralian baroque pearl is trailed by a hand- 
sculpted tail studded with yellow sapphires, A 
carved coral monkey is perched on it. When 
one looks closely one can actually see its ten- 
tative smile. Wynn Wynn fiuingly named it 
“When Monkeys Dream.” 


gold accent 


Jazzspirit 
ernational orders have also been coming 
for the bags of Valdes, who has engaging sto- 
ries inspired by the bohemian spirit of jazz 
great Josephine Baker 
Miss Baker adopted 12 children of various 
races which she called her “Rainbow Tribe.” 


# BEST COPY AVAILABLE : 


CUFFS in red crocodile fini 
with pearls and handsculpe 


14K yellow: 
earringsset 
faceted sme 
quartz cush 
black coral i 
and Sardini 
coral drops 


“KIMONO” necklace 
in 14k yellow gold with 


by a large 41.2k high- 
grade prehnite drop 


“ZOU Zou Mardigras,” rendered in jewel 
tones with a tail of crystals and mini 
chandelier drops, is made of over 50 different 
components to render its unique gradation. 


HIGH-GRADE resin cuffs with gemstones: 
Snakeskin-finished cuffs with onyx, pearls, 
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aquamarine stones and unusual components, 
sone of Bea's more experimental pouches. 


smoky quartz and turquoise; Sung dynasty 
bronzeware-finished cuffs with aquamarine 
and sky-blue topaz; faux tortoiseshell cuffs 
with faceted “harlequin” Russian amber and 
smoky topaz 


Bea has taken up the same theme of “chasing 
the rainbow? for her exquisitely handcrafted 
bags, each of which takes from three to eight 
weeks to finish, as beading is carefully done a 
millimeter ata time. 

“Petite Chou Chou? is a little pouch of cop- 
per sequins and beads, finished off with a flirty 
ombre ribbon. “Chocolate Dandie,” inspired by 
the 1924 Broadway play of the same name, isa 
delicious concoction of dark and milk choco- 
late beads with a three-ring handle. 

“Peacock Kiss" is a stunner with its multi- 
tiered peacock feather patterns carefully lay- 
ered with crystals. Another bird to join the 
flock is “Cockatoo” in tangerine and electric 
blue versions. One has a collier with subtle 
shades of orange and pale blue crystals while 
the other is festooned with lustrous grey 
pearls. Both share a pedigree of vintage feath- 

ers with an undercoat of fine beading 
which will show when their 
feathers are ruffled. 

“Zou Zou Mardigras,” 
rendered in jewel tones 
with a tail of crystals and 
chandelier drops, is the 
most complex creature of 
all, using over 50 different 
components to render its 

unique gradation and four weeks of careful i i 
study to bring it to life, Bold is Stunning 

‘The 2005 Dreamstyle Collections of Wynn 
Wynn Ong and Bea Valdes are available exclu- 
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Intense. Striking. 


* Built-in Camera 

“Video Recorder & Player 

* Built-in Stereo FM Radio 

* Clothes 8 Shoe Size Converter 
+ 65,536 Color Screen 

+ Tri-band 

HANDSCULPTED latticework gold cuffs 
with natural freshwater Indian pearls and 
‘emerald-cut sky blue topaz 


“GALADRIEL” gold cuff with a 17.6-ct fancy 
cutamethyst 


“ROCK on Wood” 
handmade 
kamagong cuff with 
atourmaline 
“rock” 


4) 
“HUNGER” coral 
branch brooch with 
handsculpted gold 
‘octopus, 58-etlemon 
quartz drop and gray 
seed pearls 
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Gifts = 
fluxur 


LOUIS Vuitton offers gift” polished or brushed. 
ideas that will help make Men will welcome the Kasbek, 


a the first tote bag for men in the 
Caremas truly memo- Taiga line, Also for men are cuf- 
rable. 


.. finks with an LV engraving of a 
Women will welcome the Mini padlock on one side and a key on 
Noé Bag, a smaller version ofthe the other. 
popular Petit Noe. The pouch bag BB Louis Vuitton has other gift 
has a modem, ultra-feminine - ideas for both men and women. 
shape, perfect for nights on the The Monogram Multicolore Pho- 
town. .. toHolderisafun, practical photo 
The Tambour Lovely Pink holder that is portable allowing 
watch is an appropriate gift for the carrying of snapshots every- 
young women with its pink where. The Studded Agenda Pen 
mother-of-pearl face with a is available in all the colors of the 
monogram flower in the cente. Multicolore canvas. It comes in 
It is matched with a feminine blue, tangerine, marshmallow, 
marshmallow monogram Vernis fuchsia and olive. The agenda 
wide strap. pen is available in ballpoint or 
Women will likely find irre- graphite pencil. 
sistible the monogram and heart.” "For the jer-setter, Louis Vuitton 
charm pendant earrings in yellow presents the Europe City Guide 
and white gold and pearls. 2004. The sixth edition of the 
For the men, Louis Vuitton has Louis Vuitton City Guide it offers 
the Tambour IV Cup Automatic information on 34 European 
Regatta watch. The chronograph cities, and carries at least 7,000 
offers all additional regatta func- addresses. 
tions, making it ideal for sailing. In the Philippines, Louis Vuit- 
It comes with the first Louis Vuit- ton is located at the G/F Green- 
ton steel bracelet that reinter- belt 4, Ayala Center, Makati City. 
prets the Damier motif while Call ` 7560637 or visit 
playing with subtle links, either www-louisvuitton.com. 


FOUR Windows Picture Holder in monogram 
multicolored canvas 
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YELLOW and 
White gold 
Monogram 
and Heart 
ear pendants 
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Geta Property Preview 
Call: 850 2868 - 850 6986 


Click : www.brittany.com.ph 
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Ebi Lee 


To get to Portofino: From South Luzon Expressway, take Filinvest exit then go to Commerce Avenue. : ‘a 

f; Turn left at Daang Hari. Portofino is at your right. — aa, 
IP. SI = > Sa ee m = = PO Sk watch in steel bracelet; Tambour Medium 
DoS ASS RAs Ch GH OTR, GM OA BR GG RMD, Nash RV ta SATA GA Sh SATE, CES BLUM Quartz in steel bracelet 
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2xis 
‘Norwegian! 
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Hong Kong, 3.6 i cooked by 


shrimp. / 


Naig 


Cold Storage products are packed Choose trom a wide ee 

using sanitary procedures, making $ variaty ot PRE-PACKED Be 

them ideal not only as party packs tezenten Pa 
also os gift packs for everyone. quatty soatoods 
Cold Storage, you get high q 
ity seafoods any day! 
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about 
chronos 


THIS Christmas, Swatch presents 
the Diaphane. It is Swiss made with 
quality designation protected by 
Jaw and applied only to watches 
that contain mechanisms assem- 
bled, installed, started, regulated 
and controlled in Switzerland. 

A Swatch Diaphane 
Chrono(graph) is a! watch with a 
stopwatch function. This addition- 
al mechanism makes it possible to 
measure and record short times. By 
clicking on the push buttons, the 
hands of the chronograph (sec- 
nds, minutes, hours) can be start- 
ed, stopped, or reset to zero. The 
tachometer dial on the face of a 
chronograph is used to measure 
speed in kilometers/miles per 
hour 

The Swatch Diaphane Automat- 
ic is a mechanical watch that does 
not need a battery: the movement 

ma of your arms powers the main 

DIAPHANE Chrono “Siyrider”  SPrings of the mechanism, 

Swatch Diaphane watches are 

Pee aun i water-resistant to 30 meters/100 
feet and are shockproof as wel. 
‘Their prices range from P4,500 to 
P6,500. 

‘Swatch Diaphane watches are 
available at Swatch Studios, 
Swatch Kiosks and Gift Gate 
stores. 

Swatch is exclusively distributed 
by Gift Gate Inc. 


OLYMPIC Diaphane Chrono 
Athens 2004 “Ori : 
leather strap PTS SA 
Celebrate the heart of the season in Valentino, 
Doke & Gabbana and Ermenegildo Zegna. 
‘Accessories from Cartier, Chimento, Carrèra y Carrera and Keleo. 


DIAPHANE Chrono “Wayfarer” 
with aluminum band 


A Gaano Grace 


DIAPHANE Navigator “Take DIAPHANE Chrono MAKATI + SHANGRI-LA PLAZA ALABANG + HARRISON P1.424 + CUBAO? CPU» RORINSONS PLAGE 
Flight” with aluminum band “Firestorm” z 3 o 
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cK ENDLESS 


ver case, leather laced cuff and small 


Timing is everything 


Timepieces are some of the 
best gifts to give this festive 
season. They come well appre- 
ciated by both men and wom- 
en, and with the proliferation 
nowadays of varied styles, 
they allow the watch wearer to 
customize a piece to suit his or 


. her personality and lifestyle. 


Because of the varied selections at 
watch specialty stores like Time Depot, 
the odds are slim of two customers buy- 
ing exactly the same model. 

‘At Time Depot, the Philippines’ fore- 
most retailer of technologically profi- 
cient timepieces, internationally 
renowned brands of sports-specifi, 
techno watches sit side by side with 
supremely fashionable finds at attrac- 
tive prices, Here are some of them. 

Imbued with understated elegance, 
Alfex is the perfect watch for women 
who dare to be different or live life by 
thelr own rules. NafNaf, featuring mul- 
tiple options with its selection of color- 
ful dials and stainless steel bands or 
dainty leather bracelets, is likewise a 
worthy choice. The Nautica Pink Clip- 
per that's simple yet unique and elegant 
or any of the sexy new cK watches 
would also make a flattering statement. 

cK Endless features precise ETA Swiss 
quartz movement, tempered mineral 
crystal, silver-tone hand, polished stain- 
less steel case and bracelet. cK Clasp is a 
highly-original watch which does up 
likea belt, while the cK Dress XL embod- 
{es techno-precision, 

‘Those with funkier tastes will be de- 
lighted with the Mare Ecko "Sexy Cord- 
ing,” a classic analog with polished sil- 


round dial. 

For casual teens, Baby G in pastel 
hues and pearl finish bands is a perfect 
option, Check out the Baby G 10th-an- 
niversary models featuring drawings of 
hibiscus flowers in their rivets and band 
rings. 

The serious outdoor enthusiasts will 
appreciate a Gasio Edifice Chronograph. 
‘The color accent of the second hand and 
the tachymeter marking on the bezel 
give the Edifice Choronograph a distinc- 
tively sporty look. 

Whether one is racing for time while 
engaging in sports or rushing to the of- 
fice, one can find the miles per hour by 
simply rotating the tachymeter to target 
the exact speed, then set the elapsed 
timer to pinpoint the distance covered. 

Function and fashion combine in the 
Casio Futurist, which features useful 
digital functions like dual time, alarm, 
and stopwatch and comes with EL back- 
light for easy reading in the dark. 

‘Another good sports watch choice is 
Suunto, one of the most desired sports 
instrument brands in the world. Go for 
the Suunto X9, the flagship model in the 
cross sports range which packs a GPS, 
compass, chronograph, altimeter and 
barometer in one configuration. 

For the mariner, there's Suunto Re- 
gatta or M9 to deliver useful navigation- 
al information. Diving buffs are advised 
to look for screw-down crowns and 
casebacks and extreme water resis- 
tance. For golf buffs, a handy compan- 
ion would be the Suunto G3, which lets 
them concentrate on improving their 
game. 

Nautita watches are likewise sporty 
in dimensions, ruggedly sleek and ideal 
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is your perfect choice to tasteful living and investment. 


e Cebu Business Park (business / financial district) is easily accessible 
“Shopping malls, educational institutions, country club and golf course located in the vicinity 
* Panoramic view of the metropolis, Cebu Harbour, Mactan Island and the rugged terrain of Mt. Busay 
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VISIT OUR NEW SHOW UNITS AT 

VETERANS DRIVE, NIVEL HILLS, APAS, 

CEBU CITY, PHILIPPINES 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 AM - 6 PM. 
‘TELEPHONE NO. (6332) 231-3060 
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TOWERS 3&4 
NOW OPEN 


SYNTECH PROPERTIES 
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for the great outdoors. They come in 
stainless steel bracelet or black leather 
strap styles, big steel case, large crown 
and chronograph displays 

Racers, on the other hand, may rely 
on the Casio G-Shock Cockpit Series to 
measure time. The new G-Shock Cock- 
pit models resemble a high-quality 
dashboard kit. 

Nautica “Titanium” Watches with 
chrono alarm, or the regular model with 
five-hour alarm, brushed stainless steel 
case and bracelet, matte black dial with 
blue accents, are great choices any 
time. 

Time Depot stores are located in 
Rockwell (Makati); Robinson's Place 
(Manila); Robinsons Cagayan de Oro; 
Shangri-la-Plaza- Mall: (Mandaluyong 
City); Festival Supermall:.(Alabang, 
Muntinlupa): Eastwood Citiwalk 2 (Li- 
bis, Quezon City); and SM branches in 
North EDSA Annex, Fairview, Marilao, 
Bicutan, Pampanga, Davao, Baguio, 
Dasmariñas, and Cagayan de Oro. 


CASIO G-Shock 
Cockpit 
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Bold, elegant December dressing 


acio Globai City 


PLAINS & Prints 
model Gretchen 
Barretto 


LAINS & 
Prints 
presents 


ajcollection of 
party-perfect 
clothes for the 
holidays, fea- 
turing eye- 
catching prints 
in bold and 
vivid colors. 
Plains & Prints 
spokesmodel 
Gretchen Barretto 
says, “Plains & 
Prints has come up 
with components 
that are filled with 
delightful colors 
and prints that are 
just so pretty and 
bright, they're per- 
fect for celebrating 
the season. What's 
so attractive about 
the whole collec- 
tion is that the 
styles are very ele- 
gant “yet easy 'to 
wear—true to the 
\dherence JOHNNIE WALKER. 


fortable dressing,” VERY, VERY BLACK LABEL. VERY, VERY LIMITED. 


Among the 
standouts are a z A 
shape-skimming Old Seoleh Uhishy 
Havana top and AS 
flared denim with 
embroidered back 
pockets, a sequined 
rayon sleeveless 
top, and an abstract 
printed spaghetti- 
strap chiffon top 
matched with sleek 
corton twill 
straight-cut pants 

Fora more dressy 
look, put on a pais- 
ley-printed top 
with pin tucks in 
cool blues and 
greens. Or, be the 
gorgeous party gal 
in an eye-catching 
floral satin halter 
top. For cool 
evenings out 
warm in the 
halter with argyle 
print 

As an early 
Christmas treat, 
shoppers get a 
sleek bongo bag for 
every purchase of a 
Plains & Prints Hol- 
iday Collection 
item. 

Plains & Prints is 
available in 29 
stores nationwide. 
It is open for fran- 
chising. Call 
3726190: 
mail raffco@pacif- 
ie.net.ph 


‘THESE stylish bags in 
various sizes are 
Plains & Prints? 
official holiday 
shopping bags this 
Christmas. 
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LARGE Case 
with Double 
Diamond 


HILIP Stein 
presents “Time 
Heals,” a pho- 


to exhibit "ongoing 
until Dec. 15 at the 
ground floor of The 
Podium. 

The photo exhibit 
features the faces of 
Tessa Prieto-Valdes, 
Mons Romulo-Tanto- 
co, Pinky Webb, TJ 
Manotoc, Rod Nepo- 
muceno and Ray- 


mund Isaac. 

NO Featured on the 

f CO Oprah Winfrey show 

i Ji 3 as one of “Oprah's Fa- 

\THE LEATHER COLLECTION vorte Things”, the 

Leave A Lasrino IMPRESSION 42 Php Sana 

‘Teslar technology en- 

gineered to help rein- 

force and protect 

your body's own elec- 

tromagnetic field 

against the possible 

negative effects of 
electronic pollution. MONS Romulo-Tantoco 


bang SM Megamall Makati 
Alabang-Zapole Road 2IF Bldg. A Orbgas Complex 3416 Guernica Street 
EDSA, Mandaluyong Ciy Palanan, Makati City 


Las Pinas City M 
(beside Toyota Alabang) Tel. 635 6. (near Cash & Carry) 
Tel. 842 2261 Tel. 757 2286 


ROD Nepomuceno 


Promo period is from 
November 26, 2004 
to February 26, 2005 only. 
CEED 
big C3 Supercenter 
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Jaguar fur witha atap to BO hf 
mounted Jaguar 

head stands on 

display as part 

of the “Wild: 

Fashion 

Untamed” 

exhibition, 

opening 

at New York's 


Institute this 
December. 
samas 


Fur-filled show likely 
to ruffle feathers 


EW YORK--Expect fur to 

fly at the newest exhibit at 

The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Museum officials are braced 
for controversy over “Wild: Fash- 
ion Untamed,” an exhibit of fash- 
ion’s use of fur and feathers that 
opens this week with such graphic 
items as a jaguar’s head purse and 
a hat adorned with stuffed para- 
keets. 

The exhibit looks at animalism and con- 
cepts of femininity, sexual fetishes, seduction, 
excess, coquetry and class standing, curator 
Andrew Bolton said. 

“It’s been with us since the beginning of 
couture,” he said. 

Despite all the shows skins and skulls, the 
activist group People for the Ethical Treat- 
ment of Animals (Peta) opted against its well- 
known protest tactics like throwing animal 
blood and instead worked with the museum 
tohelp promote its message. 

“It very much signals a change in the way 
we trying to change fashion from within the 
industry rather than from the outside," said 
Peta spokesman Michael McGraw. 

Organized opposition to the use of animals 
dates as far back as 14th century sumptuary 
laws that restricted forms of dress to curb ex- 
travagance and preserve class distinctions, 
Bolton said 

‘Just by the emotive nature of the use of 
these materials, it's always been controver- 
sial,” he said. 

The last decade has seen an upsurge in part 
due to the hip-hop movement that broadened 
fur's appeal among younger wearers, he said. 


Pelts and plumage 

Among the show's most arresting items are 
a crocodile head piece and jaguar coat by de- 
sign house Christian Dior, knotted leather 
skins by Jean Paul Gaultier, a pink ostrich 
dress by Roberto Cavalli, who sponsored the 
exhibit, and a Prada dress for next spring 
madeof peacock feathers 

‘The pelts and plumage are bound to stir re- 
action, Peta said, 

“We're hoping that by presenting both sides 
of the issue people will come away from the 
exhibit realizing sensibilities have changed in 
modern times and there's no reason to contin- 
ue wearing fur and other animal skins,” he 
said. 

‘The exhibit runs until March 13, 2005. 

Reuters 


MANNEQUINS display white fox and white 
leather fur coat by Ninja Furs (left) belonging 
to Sean P. Diddy Combs, and a coyote fur 
coat by John Galliano (right), uras 
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‘TWO-PIECE 
gown in cascading’ 


bias-cut stripsof SILK organza in contrast 


chifon with. "a with ferns and flowers 


layers of off-the- 
shoulder ruffles: 
cut on the bias, = 


hess na 


merenan Text by Gem B. Padilla 
Contributor 
teh Photos by Joseph Agcaoili 


HRISTMAS is the season of 
sparkling lights and daz- 
zling colors, and Bobby 
Novenario takes his cue from this. 
4. Not forthe faint of heart, Novenario's holi- 
day selections are mostly column-cut and DIAGONALLY cut 
close to the body. His choice of colors, fabrics gownin TURQUOISE gown in duchess satin with green lace cutout 
and embellishments will draw those with a monochromatic embroidered in gold thread and draped diagonally 
flair for bold and dramatic yetstill classic and yellow and orange 
i fringe material 


SATIN gown in ecru with cutout lace embroidered in gold thread, 
and draped chiffon around the hips 


"marcup UNLAGUAROA 
MODELS EUNCAMTOSANO ENMAHAGLALANG 
BOMBY NOVENARO'S HOUDAYCOMLECTIONISALABEATAL SESS k 
Bas re e e a 3 LILAC and black gown with strips of organza overlaying each other in 
BAGUIO, SHSANFEINANOD ANOGHEENHLLS HALL oo 
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i TRY IT. WEAR IT. 
Opportunity LIVE IT. FEELIT. 
knocks swab 
but once. Kk Tengen cree 


fields (EMF) emitted by cellular phone 
systems, computers, overhead fights, 
‘and electronic devices of al kinds. The 


factis the human body was not buit to 
wihstand the effeds of hese potentially 


HOW IS EMF HARMFUL? 
The calls in our bodies communicate 
using Dillons of tiny electrical impulses. 
The electromagnetic energy coming 
from these manmade devices stands in 
the way of our cells' ability to 
Commie afeciay and ity, 
ihis our 


HOW DOES THE Han CHIP 
WORK? 


The TESLAR® Chips englaeeretto 
ieadh he, ofthe Priip 
‘Stein TESLAR® watch and is designed 
to help the body strengthen its energy ff 
feid and reduce the negative effects of 
exposure to electronic pollution by 
creating a special signal that mimics he 
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Rls By-Phone at 636-8700 and get a P500 Nike Women or Nike ‘cori Discount Coupon. [women Per DTI-NCR Permit No, 5138 Series of 2004. 
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BOOK LAUNCH 
AT NATIONAL MUSEUM 
‘The Asia Rice Foundation and the National 
Museum of the Philippines will hold a book 
launch at 2 p.m. today of “Rice in the Seven 
Arts” at the Gallery of the Rice Exhibit, 
‘Museum of the Filipino People, National 
Museum of the Philippines, P Burgos St. 
Manila. Call 5271215 or 5270278 in Manila; 
‘or (049)536-2285 in Laguna; or e-mail 
asiarice@laguna.net. 


THE FOUNTAIN Area of Robinsons Place 
Manila has been transformed into a haven of 
50 life-sized zoo animals made of polyester 
resin. The display runs until 

Jan. 15, 2005. Included in the pack are tigers, 
zebras, giraffes, elephants, rhinosaurus and 
replicas of T-Rex, triceratops and 
brachiosaurus, crocodile, bears, caiman 
alligators. Sizes of these animals range from 2 
to 19 ft. Souvenir photos with these animals 
can be availed for a minimum fee. 


mexer ras Guan eco CH Christmas concert at the Park 


Sittin EEC pa SPORTS Resources, nc. 


pb apie 


| 


bag 
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CONCERT at the Park presents “One Great Christ- 
mas Concert” today at 5 p.m. The musical features 
the students of Temple Hill International School. Ad- 
mission's free. 


FESTIVAL. Robinsons Starmilis in San Fernando, 
Pampanga, hosts the Sinukwan Festival until today. 
‘There will be street dancing parade, battle of the 
bands, ahar float parade, Kite tying exhibition and 
creative dance interpretation starting at 1 p.m. today. 


‘matacoste.com 


MUSICAL. Paco 
Park reson fea- 
GOINGS ON | tures-Deighiu! 
December wih 
barton Jesus Emmanuel Baan and pianist dan 
Samario tonight at B. Admission sree 


REUNION. St. Jude Catholic School Class '90 cele- 
brates the 15th year of its graduation with a grand 
reunion &:30 p.m., Dec. 11, at the G/F function 
room, North Tower, Pacific Plaza Condominiums, 
The Fort, Global City, Taguig. Call 7325272. 


DINNER SHOW. Ryan Cayabyab is the featured per- 
former in a fundraising dinner show at 6 p.m., Dec, 

41, at Si. Cecilia's Hall, St. Scholastica's College, 
Leon Guinto Sr. St. The musical wi also feature his 
wife Emmy and her high school class of '79. Call Vi- 
cente V. Pjano ill at $366350/0918-9220568. 


BAZAAR. The 6th Angel Sent Bazaar, which are 
scheduled on Dec. 11-12 and 18-19, 9a.m-93p.m., 
at Edsa Shangri-La Hotel wil showcase houseware, 
décor and accessories. Call 8253482/6250804, 


PROMO. AVSurfer offers two options when you buy 
a Panasonic PT LB10SE micro portable SVGA LCD 
Projector, For a total price of P97,700, get the projec- 
tor plus a free PalmOne Zire31 or digital camera. Op- 
tion 2 give you the projector with an ECS Desknote 
for P124,500 fora total of P11,000 in savings. Pro- 
mo is ongoing until Dec. 15. Call 
8429052/8938004/8431541 


CHANGE IN SKED. The Tagaytay Film, Broadcast 
and Creative Workshops has moved its workshops: 
to May 2005 due to several requests irom partici- 
pants. Called Workshop Caravan, first stop will be 
Pangasinan and La Union. Gall 9251915. 


WI-FI HOTSPOT. Shangri-La Plaza has completed 
its conversion into a Wi-Fi mali with a mall-wide cov- 
erage, giving its clientele a venue for mobile connec- 
tivity at broadband speed. The mallis provided with 
Wi-Fi by Airborne Access. Mall guests may now surf 
the web, download, send or receive e-mail or chat 
anywhere in the mall with a Wi-Fi enabled laptop or 
PDA. 


DRAWING COMPETITION. The Philippine Drawing 
Society launches its own drawing competition. The 
‘competition is open to all interested parties, entries 
using any drawing medium about any subject mat- 
ter, must be original, and have not been exhibited 
previously. Entries that will quay for the final judg- 
ing wili be included in the Philippine Drawing Society 
exhibit at SM Megamall Art Center from Dec. 15-30. 


MADE For U, a company specializing in 
custom-made corporate gifts, recently 
introduced its website, www.madeforubiz, 
onthe Internet. The website features quick 
links to gifts and browse categories for a 
‘wide range of quality merchandise, ranging 
from promotional products, executive gifts, 
awards, decorative items, desktop 
paraphernalia, dinnerware, mugs and 
glassware, apparel, linen, caps and 
sportswear. The store has outlets at 
LACOSTE | Megamall A, Mandaluyong; SM Southmall, 
FOOTWEAR Las Piñas; Glorietta 4, Makati and Ayala 
a SHANGRI-LA PLAZA MALL, TEL. NO. 635-0744 * GLORIETTA 3, TEL NO. 867-4077 - ROBINSONS PLACE MANILA, TEL NO. 522-7778 Center Cebu. Shops willsoon have e-stations 


THE POWER PLANT MALL, TEL. NO. 898-0933 - THE PODIUM, TEL NO. 633-8226 - THE GATEWAY MALL, TEL. NO. 912-5726 + SM CITY DAVAO, TEL NO. (082) 297-2510 where customers may easily browse catalogs 
= using touch-screen monitors. 
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with no 
calories 


N THE PHILIPPINES where citrus fra- 

grances are the norm, the cooler months 

from October to February give license to 
wear stronger, sweeter and sexier scents. 

Confectionery-based perfumes are an in- 
stant hit. Here, I have listed some choice 
products for your delectation. 

Chocolate: Comp- 
6 toir de Sud Pacifique 
MAKEOVER in Cacao with Star 
‘Ol choc-bar soap in cof- 
i fee flavor (P195) from 
Essenses will drive 
chocoholics mad with 
joy. 
‘More sophisticated 
chocolate scents are 
my that of Thierry Mu- 
pi gler's Angel, both in 
Kinny Salas _ parfum and the beau- 
tiful star candle, Lolita 
Lempicka's sweet licorice base, and LOcci- 
tane's Candied Fruits home and body line, 
which has been mistaken for TM's Angel 
(though it comes at a fraction of the price, but 
with the same intensity). 

‘The biggest news is that Bulgari has come 
up with a limited-edition item called Blu 
Notte that combines chocolate and vodka. 
This is my current Bulgari favorite! 

Milk: Johnson's baby milk bath, Star choco 
bar vanilla scented soap, The Body Shop's soy 
light oil spray, and body scrub. 

LOccitane's honey home and body line, 
which includes cleansing fluid, gelee, milk 
bath, massage nectar, candles, incense and al- 
cohol-free spray, brings back happy childhood 
memories. Amande's body line range with its 
scent of sugary almonds has led my friends to 
sniff me all day long. It’s truly addicting. 

For matching scents, try Nina Ricci's Jour 
de Fête. 

Fruity vanilla: Nina Ricci's Love in Paris 
with Bergamot, Apricot, Jasmine Cedarwood 
and of course, vanilla, is tops in my list. The 
shower gel and body lotion smells even better 
‘when it mixes with the body chemistry. This is 
the only other Nina Ricci | like aside from Al- 
mond Amour. 

Benetton's B-United Woman's vanilla and 
tart berries combination reminds me of a 
Yummy raspberry smoothie. 

Féraud by Louis Féraud blends with 
mouthwatering pears, while Comptoir de 


SWEETIFA 


LACOSTE Touch 
of Pink 001 


COMPTOIR de sud Pacifique Amour Cacao 


“Text us your feedback: 
inquirer He namelcity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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B-UnitedWoman The cooler months 
(pink bottle) 
from October 
to February give 
license to wear ; a 
3 For discounts, freebies, perks and fun. 
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wardrobe of scents 


A DIFFERENT FRAGRANCE FOR 
A DIFFERENT DAY, A DIFFERENT MOOD. 


Beautiful Sheer Estée Lauder pleasures 
Essentials Day By Day 

P3,150 (Regular Price: P5,300) P2,950 (Regular Price: 3,520) 
Eau de Parfum Spray 30 ml Eau de Parfum Spray 50 ml 


Fragrant Body Spray 50 ml Body Lotion 50 ml 
Fragrant Body Lotion 100 ml Bath and Shower Gel 50 ml 


Estée Lauder pleasures intense Estée Lauder Perfume Treasures 
Luxurious Duo P2,250 (Regular Price: P8,100) 
P2,300 (Regular Price: P2,780) Estée Lauder pleasures 4 ml 


Eau de Parfum Spray 30 ml Intuition 4 ml 
Body Lotion 75 ml Estée Lauder beyondparadise 4 ml 


Beautiful 4.7 ml 


Estée Lauder beyondparadise Introducing 

Enticing Dreams Lauder beyond paradise Men 
P3,500 (Regular Price: P4,450) New Adventures 

Eau de Parfum Spray 50 ml P3,850 (Regular Price: P5,100) 


Body Lotion 100 mi Cologne Spray 100 ml 
Perfume Pen 4 ml After Shave 100 ml 


[i 
i 
Lea Festive Gift 


88 An ex Ik Road Handbag 
2 appliquéd with sequins is $ N 
yours with purchases of Gift-Wrap Service 
= 4 3,000 and above. Select your festive gifs. 
nes Then, let us package them 
aaas for you with a Gift Card. 
From December 8 - 25, 2004. All with our compliments. 


“One gift to a customer, please. 


Exclusively available at: 


Beauty bar 


MAKATI e SHANGRI-LA PLAZA è ALABANG * CEBU AYALA Level 1, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 


Makati, Tel. No. 817 1884 Tel No. 892 3166 & 892 3153 
Shangri-La Plaza, Tel. No. 633 4636 local 106 


Alabang, Tel. No. 850 5532 local 101 
Cebu Ayala, Tel. No. 231 5641 PA DO NCR Pm o. 5906 Ses Of 2004 


Right ‘do 
for the party season 


GLAMOUR is definitely required 
this holiday season. 

Basement Salon's managing director 
and stylist Stefan Wilczynski says the right 
cut and precise hair styles will create the 
confidence-boosting look needed to make 
merry this Christmas. 

Using TIGI Bed Head's range of styling 
wonders and working with stylist Angelo 
Villanueva and designers Nono Palmos, 
Adrian Bolivar, and Filep Motwary, 
Wilczynski, presents ‘dos to make waves 
this season. 

The hair expert says bangs and curls are 
in—short, medium, or long, straight or 
curly. It is best to combine textures in one 
style. He adds that volume is very imp 
tant, anything away from the “rebonde 
look. Color means base hues with high- 
lights. 

Long flowing hair is a sure hit. For a nat- 
ural finish, Wilczynski uses his Bed Head 
favorites Shine Junkie, Mastermind, and 
Health Goddess. Though big is in, today's 
version is more smoothened and less pro- 
nounced, but glitzy. 

The effortless look never goes out of 
style. Adding touches of color to the free 
style gives a spunky twist. To achieve this 
look, Wilczynski applies Manipulator, 
Hard Head Hairspray, Headbanger, and 
Hard To Get from the Bed Head line. 

TIGI Bed Head is available at Basement 
Salon and other leading salons. Basement 
Salonisatthe Powerplant Mall, Rockwell. 
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THERAPY Massage Bar 


NAA 


ANGELS facial cleanser 


Hollywood women's beauty secret 


SOME of the world's most beauti- 
ful women have made it a habit to 
stock up on Lush Fresh Handmade 
Cosmetics. 

‘And why not? Lush makes every effort to 
avoid synthetics. Fifty-nine percent of its 
products are completely free of preservatives, 
and packaging is kept to a minimum. 

‘Lush does not test on animals, nor does it 
buy from suppliers who test on animals, 


even the most beautiful women in the world 
have their problems. Given their list of fa- 
vorite purchases, Helen Ambrosen, Lush's 
product creator, reviews these women's beau- 
tyregimen and advises: © 
Angelina Jolie: Bought Ocean Salt facial 
cleanser (P495), Utrabland facial cleanser 
(E4.35, Skin Drink face moisturizer (P395) 
and Helping Hands hand cream (P445). 
“Angelina is very beautiful and her skin al- 
ways looks good. Ocean's Salt may be a bit 


Since an actress's skin is her stock in trade, I 
would have recommended Angels on Bare Skin, 
which has lavender and rose oils, kaolin and 
ground almonds, and isa little more gentle. 
“She got Ultrabland, and there's nothing 
better for removing makeup. The beeswax 
and peanut oil in this product have a like-for- 
like action and are excellent at gently dissolv- 
ing all traces of dirt and grime, so its good for 
regular use if she is filming. And, of course her 
hands are treated toa rich cream, which is ex- 
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DREAM 
CREAM 


HELPING Hands 
hand cream 


Still, just like the rest of us mere mortals, strong for her face, although its a great scrub. cellentasthey do show age so easily. 


“These products work for women who real- 
ly want to protect their skin and have a pre- 
ventative approach to beauty.” 

Daryl Hannah: Bought Skin's Shangri-La 
facial moisturizer (P1,950), Ultralight sun; 
cream (P745), Ultimate Shine shampoo 
(P345) and Veganese conditioner (from 
P275). 

“Daryl looks as if she has really fine skin, 
and she has a prominent bone strucrure so a: 
moisturizer like Skin's Shangri-La is an excel- 
lent choice to help plump up the skin. Its for 
mulation is excellent to comfort and retai 
moisturizer. Ultralight moisturizer, with its re- 
pair properties and UV protection, is ideal for 
someone like Daryl who is outdoorsy. 

“Ever since she swam into the big screen, 
Daryl’s hair has helped define her, Its still 
long and will need lots of treatment to keep it 
in good condition. Ultimate Shine and Veg- 
anese Conditioner, which contains moisturiz~ 
ing seaweed, are ideal to boost volume with- 
out weighing the hair down too much. 

“Her products are perfectly suited for more 
mature skins, or those exposed to the ele- 
ments.” 

Halle Berry: Bought Buffy The Backside 
Slayer (P795), Dream Cream (P595), Thera- 
py massage bar (P375). 

“Halle is credited with having the best body 
in Hollywood and it shows. All of the products 
she has purchased reflect the care she takesin 
maintaining what is, after all, her career. 

Buffy, formulated with Fair Trade cocoa 
butter and shea butter, is richly emollient and 
moisturizing, helping to improve skin's elas- 
ticity. But the combination of ground rice, 
aduki beans and almonds really help pummel 
cellulite, 

“Therapy massage bar, a beautiful blend of 
neroli and lavender, is one of our most relax- 
ing massage bars. The Fair Trade cocoa butter 
formulation allows for a really deep and sen- 
sual massage. Dream Cream is Lush’s best- 
selling product the world over, and is the 
benchmark for all our moisturizers. Made 
with rose water, oat milk, olive oil, glycerine, 
chamomile and lavender, it is very calming 
and healing so it is excellent for every skin 
type and most skin conditions. 

“These products suit sporty types and those 
‘who want to tone and firm their bodies,” 

All the products listed above are available 
at Lush shops nationwide. Lush is exclusively’ 
distributed by Stores Specialists, Inc. Stores 
are located at Glorietta 4, The Power Plant 
Mall, Shangri-La Mall and Greenbelt 3. Visit 
wwwlush.com.ph 
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ULTIMATE Shine shampoo bar 
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ENJOY the gift, 
Honey! 


: Choose from the Most Popular, 
Map Value for Money Buffets! 


Y KAMAYAN! 


The Best Filipino Buffet deal! Over 50 Regional Disl 
Sizzling and Inihaw Specialties and Kamayan Lechon de 


Only P275 
SAISAKI! 


Incomparable authentic Japanese buffet! 


MEGAMALL “GLORIETTA 3 " WEST AVENUE 
P360 month neh) 
= PABO Fresun Lunch)" mon-Sun Dinner) 


EDADS ULTIMATE BUFFET! 
3 buffets in one includes Saisaki and Kamayan. 


“MEGAMALL “GLORIETTA 3+ WEST AVENUE 
P395 woncrhu Lurch) 
P495 Fri-Sun (Lunch) «Monsun Dinner) 


ALABANG « EDSA" PADRE FAURA 
PABO setsun (Linch - Mon-Sun (Dinner) 


ALABANG "EDSA" PADRE FAURA 
P395 won-rei tunen. 
PAGE Sat-Sun (Lunch) + Mon-Sun Oost oF 


Malen 


Ware ACE 


Pick your budget friendly 
widest variety, 
sumptuous party packs! 
Call the Party Experts 
in your neighborhood! 


unforgettable homecomings: | 
sand geb- togethers in -i 


WEST AVENUE Q.C. - 410-2870 / 413-6360 / 372-8846 
PADRE FAURA MANILA - 528-1723 / 528-1724 

EDSA - 705-1807 / 705-1809 

SM MEGAMALL - 633-1758 / 636-3785 

ALABANG TOWN CENTER ~ 807-5824 / 807-5825 
GLORIETTA 3, MAKATI - 892-8897 / 892-8898 

PASAY ROAD MAKATI - 815-1463 / 843-3604 / 844-4562 HES 


NO SERVICE CHARGE 


DE 
“. "THE FIRST. THE ORIGINA) 


THE BEST A 
FILIPINO RESTAURANT 


KA ke Pn toad) Makati City’ 
sl. No.i 815-1463 
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Sweet gore 
with no calories 


From page FI 


Sud's Vanille Abricot is 
less cloying than pure. 
vanilla. 

Cranberries: There 
are two main lines 
that offer great cran- 
berry scents. The Body 
Shop is the hands- | 
dovm winner with its 
entire body line of 
shower gel, body 4: 
scrub, body butter 4 
and shimmer lotion. 

The  cranbeny 1t 
home fragrance oil is 
also the most potent, 
andafewdropsmixed 1: 
with water on a bum: ,:|f 
er will fill a huge 
room. You won't even 
need cologne if you 
layer everything. 

‘Complete the home 
range with Wood of 
Windsor's spiced cran- 
berry candles and in- 4 Aa 
cense sticks. 


kam 


Pets 


brands to turn to than 
Comptoir de Sud's 
Vanille scents and 
LOccitane's vanilla. 
Woods of Windsor's 
orange spice shower 
gel or exfoliating soap 
topped with Lacoste's 
Touch of Pink or 
Comptoir O'Pomelo 
are made for each oth- 
er and can actually be 
worn all-year round. 
The citrus scents of 
Blood Orange on 
Touch of Pink and the 
tart grapefruit in 
OPomelo smells fresh, 
clean and energizing. 
Lacoste TOP smells 
very similar to Victo- 
ria's Secret Pink EDP 
Those with more so- 
phisticated tastes who 
are looking for limit- 
ed-edition fragrances 
can opt for Calvin 
ir. Klein's Eternity Mo- 
ments. It appeals to a 


They 
make great affordable ETERNITY Moments large age group as the 


Christmas presents. 


Two options 

For those who don't want 
vanilla or confectionery scents, 
the holidays have two options in 
store foryou. 

A line so potent it does not re- 
quire perfume is Laura Mercier. 
True patisserie lovers will glory in 
her Créme Brilee line, Au Lait, 
and Vanilla Éclair. The brand now 
has these yummy scents in candle 
formas well. 

For those yearning to spritz on 
fragrance, there are no better 


fruity floral scent is a 
mix of pink peony, 
raspberry cashmere, rosewood, 
lychee and guava, 
Perfect for our tropical weath- 
er, and has enough sexy zing to 
make it memorable and lasting. 


Woods of Windsor, Star Choco 
soap, LOccitane, Comptoir de Sud 
Pacifique fragrances, Laura Merci- 
er are available at Essenses Rus- 
tans. Lacoste, Bulgari, Benetton 
B.United, Eternity Moments are 
available at leading department 
stores. 


ORIGINS Lavender Vanilla and MAC MV2 Vanilla and Coffee Soap 
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By Gibbs Cadiz fashion mantra ‘that defines tweaked, refined and upgraded > i 
i Ermenegildo Zegna: timelessly here and there to match specific men’s clothing 
gn pe 
ETER Cincotti is a contemporary designe that show. “carens of the upscale men’s 4 ts 
ete 2 case masculinity, a proud Italian marker. 
21-year: old Ameri- eritage and an obsession with “Peter Cincotti, for example, @NLAC6ES5ONES, 
can pianist-singet- quality. carries the Sartorial line, which is 
songwriter who has n “Zegna's fashion statement is the classic and formal Zegna 
leased two acclaimed classic understatement” says look,” explains Higuchi, “Diego 
lati s and Higuchi. Its three lines—Sartori- Luna is the face for Z Zegna, ate . 
ae Hinged aus aas ah 2Zegna and Zegna Sport—are which is for younger people, for OSCAR wlinigg actor Adrien 
as. Baa i cn variations on the same theme, Brody for Ermenegildo Zegna 
'prodigiously 


talented” by the 
New York 
Times. 

Diego Luna is a 23- 
year-old Mexican ac- 
tor best known for 
having starred with 
childhood friend 
Gael Garcia Bernal in 
the hit arthouse film 
“Y Tu Mama Tambi- 
en.” He was last seen 
in “The Terminal, 
with Tom Hanks. 

Alberto Gilardino, 
at 22, is considered 
one of world soccer's 
brightest young play- 
ers. The Italian ath- 
lete plays forward for 
Club Parma, and has 
seen action in both 
the World Cup and 
the Athens Olympics. 

These three men 
have something in 
common aside from 
burgeoning celebri- 
1y: Ermenegildo Zeg- 
na (pronounced 
“Zenya”) 

They are the new 
faces of the famed 
Italian fashion 
brand's advertising 
campaigns for next 
year, replacing 
‘Adrien Brody, the Os- 
car-winning actor 
(for Roman Polans- 
kis “The Pianist”) 
who is set to end his 
contract with the 
fashion house by the 
end of 2004. i ii 

“Adrien Brody 8 ji A a f 
brought the brand in- on a i 
ternational recogni- | ‘cae DNE U 
tion,” says suro 7 Boreas A 
Higuchi, Ermene- Sid 
gildo Zegna's manag- 
ing director for Asia 
Pacific. 

Sowhyisheon the 
way out? Because 
Brody has become a 
big name—much too 
big for Zegna, that is, 
The brand that 
stitched its name on 
classically understat- 
ed sartorial dressing 
would rather go back 
to its more sedate 
roots, without the 
complications of Hol- 
lywood hype. 


Nerem. 


Emerging name 

Ironically, it was 
his darkhorse Oscar 
triumph (against 
such big guns as Jack 
Nicholson, Daniel 
Day-Lewis, Michael 
Caine and Nicolas 
Cage) that brought 
Brody—and the 
brand that dressed 
him for the red-car- 
pet _event—world- 
wide fame, 

Before “The Pi- 
anist,” he was a re- 
spected but not very 
well-known actor. 
“He was an emerging 
name,” says Higuchi. 
Which was exactly 
what Zegna had in 
mind for its 
spokesmodel: some- 
one solid, talented, 
reputable--but not 
too famous as to take 
the shine off the 
clothes themselves. 

Zegna's three new 
image models fit the 
bill perfectly at this 
point. Their good 
looks, maturing skills 
and”. semi-fame 
groove quite nicely 
with the four-pillar 


PIANIST:singer- 
songwriter Peter 
Cincotti for 
Sartorial, the 
classic Zegna line 


WOOL trench coatovera pin- 
striped sult, necktie and shirt 


PIN-STRIPED suit undera 
windbreaker with calfskin lapel 


PIN-STRIPED gray woolsuit CHOCOLATE knitsweaterwith SPORTY gray-and-bluejacket, RICH brown jacket over brown 
geometric pattern printover SS grayturtleneckshirtand gray Vest and red turtleneck, paired 
brown pants pants with light-brown pants 


Class an style in 


o | 
ITALIAN soccer 


brand that manufactures its “ player Alberto 


rdino for Zegna, 


own textiles as well as designs bagi 


Zegna is the only fashion .. i 


its own collections 
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metrosexuals. It has a sharper, hipper edge. 
Alberto Gilardino is for Zegna Sport, which is 
active, more colorful.” 


Venerable tradition 

‘The Sartorial line, says Higuchi, whether 
bought off the rack or made to measure (a 
process by which, without actual fitting, a 
customer can have a Zegna ensemble made to 
his specifications in four weeks or so), still 
makes up the bulk of sales worldwide. 

No surprise there, as the line's spare de- 
signs, impeccable tailoring and top-quality 
fabrics remain the prototype of the venerable 
Italian textile and haberdashery tradition that 
the Zegna house (one of the few remaining 
family-owned luxury brands worldwide) ha 
built since 1910. 

‘The retail business itself was launched only 
in 1985. Before this, Zegna was known for 
churning out fine fabries and, later, becoming 
the last word in elegant custom tailoring, It's 
the only fashion brand that manufactures its 
own textiles as well as designs its own: 
tions. 

‘Today, Zegna's design team is led by image 
and creative director Stefano Miglio, with 85 
percent of sales coming from pret-a-porter 
and accessories and 15 percent from textile 
manufacturing. 

Zegna has also branched out to accessories, 
coming up with leather products and shoes in 
partnership with other Italian marquee 
nameslike Ferragamo and Versace. 


Bigger outlet 

in the Philippines, Zegna is exclusively car- 
ried by Rustan's, which has recently opened a 
bigger Zegna outlet at the main floor of Rus- 
tan's Makati, 

“es an expanded store with an updated 
look,” says Higuchi, who came to town to 
augurate the 180'sqm outlet. “There are 
couches to make our customers feel warm 


casses 


APLAY of textureand pri 
dark-brown leather bomber DOUBLE-ZIP sweater over PLAYFUL orange-and-blue GRAY jacket, orange-and-blue 
Jacket, checkered pants, striped leather pants cotton shirt over khakis,shoes inner shirt and khaki trousers 


shirtand necktie a and bag 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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STREAMLINED pin-stripedsuit RICH chocolate knit sweater with BLUE-AND-BLACK track-suit 
from the Zegna Fall-Winter 2004 asymmetric zipper detail, brown ensemble, gray V-neck shirt, cap 
collection striped pants and leather sling and bag 


‘Only 


sculine form (k4 te 


oy 
Et 
Guia 
WINE CELLAR, INC. 


Tel: 8941371 lo 74 Fax : 8941378 
email: nfo@anthonyswinecellarcom 


LIVING @ DINING @ BEDROOM @ PATIO @ GARDEN @ ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE AT nun. 
30% O F ALL INDOOR ITEMS Magnum + Cork “ Boracay * Baguio + Cebu 
Greenben 2 BSCBAWANS ANHONYS —J0E,0'Sma ANTHONY'S 
(0) DINING LIVING BEDROOM 7573880 181 Pores- 49807) (096) 2805559. (0743041610 (032) 2524687 
_ Holiday Season Sale 
¥ December 10 to 19, 2004 


eae a Reliance St corner Pioneer St 
Mong mag ee (Behind HMR Surplus House) 
uy of $ Mandaluyong City 
4 Tel: 631-4719 emait: teak@galerikura.com 


Also available in all leading supermarkets 


sande 


Join & Win! “Holiday Rhythms" 
Christmas Dance Competition om Dec. 26 
‘See posters for dolails. Per DTI-NCR Pormit No, A2-564 Series of 2004 


Holiday Mall Hours: 
Deo:3-22: 10am- 10pm » Dec. 23: 10 am - 12 midnight + Dec. 24 & 3t: 10 am - 7 pm 
- Dac, 25 & Jan. 1: 12nn: 10pm e Doc, 26 - 30: 10 am -9 pm 
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and comfy when they're in the store.” 

‘The Philippines, notes Higuchi, is not so 

much a clothes market as an accessories mar- 
ket: shoes, belts, bags and wallets among oth- 
ers. 
“Our forecast for next year is 50-percent 
growth,” he says. Asia's booming shopping 
scene has given the company 30- to 35-per- 
cent annual growth rates over the past years 
compared to 15-16 percent in other parts of 
theworld. 

But while women are the bigger luxury 
spenders everywhere, Zegna is unlikely to 
venture into women's clothing. Instead, it has 
acquired Agnona (Anyo-na"), a high-end Eu- 
ropean women's line, to complement its 
men's offerings. 

So for now, Zegna remains the domain of 
the more fuss-free—but no less discern- 
ing—side of the species. 
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Imagine bringing the things she loves about a spa right into your own home. Our spa-inspired 
products let her and you enjoy your favorite treatments whenever the mood strikes you. We make 
iteasy lo take time out - and take care of yourself. Homedics - The Beauly of Living Wed"? 
‘Ambassador Appliances « Ansons « Automalle Centre- Crossings «Figs. com » Fragrant Wold» Heath Express + 
‘Landmark Living Wel Metro Gaisano “My Ayala com» NCCC + POX «Price Smart Proline Puregold = 
Rustan's Essensos + Shop n Zip com  Shopwse + Sleep Care Sila Savers + SOGO True Value + 
Vetoti's Department Store Watsons 
JERM Marketing, Inc. Tolephone Nos: 838-1631 / 838-1632 


ASIDE from clothes, Zegna now produces accessories such as shoes, 
bags, belts and wallets, in partnership with other Italian fashion 
houses such as Ferragamo and Versace. 


E-mail the author at gcadiz@inquirer: 
com.ph 


Now, you have more chances 
of experiencing the best that 
Europe has to offer as Philips 
Consumer Electronics, one of the 
world's largest and Europe's 
leading consumer electronics 
company, announces the extension 
of its latest raffle promo. Get to 
drive home a brand new BMW 
3161 as Philips extends the “Best 
of Europe. 2” promo up to 
December 30, 2004. Grand draw is 
on January 14,2005. 


oe 


Get the chance to drive home a new BMW 3161 
with Philips "Best of Europe 2" promo. 


Other major prizes up for 
grabs are tour packages to 
Amsterdam, Paris and London; 
and Prada and Salvatorre 
Ferragamo gift checks worth 
P50,000.00. Also at stake are 
Philips Pixel Plus 2 TVs, Omega 
Constellation watches and other 
fabulous Philips home 
entertainment appliances. 


Deck the Halls with Gifts and Music Shopping Hours for & Merry Holiday 
at the Art Plaza, Level 4 Hab aka coro, 


It's A Wrap with Wrap shop 
Christmas Gift Wrapping Session 
December 3, Friday, 4pm 


"Twas the month of 
Christmas and all 
through the Shang, 


Holiday Sights and Sounds 
Erte rail atan Level 2 


Alitaptap presents 

“Stories Connect the World” 
with Award-winning Storyteller 
Hs. Dianne de Las Casas 


December 8-23 
Extended Mall Hours 


December 24 and 31 


0am - 10pm 


Children squealed 4am = 7pm 


averenvenenennene 


and laughed 
and the caroling bells “ 
rang! 


“Cause ‘tis a small 
world this Christmas 
at your favorite mall, 


With treats and 
surprises for one 
and alll 


December 3, Friday, 2pm 


Countdown to Christmas Concert with 
De La Salle University (DLSU) Pops Orchestra 
December 4, Saturday, 6pm 


“Cinderella” 5 
Interactive Musical Storytelling with 
Kids Act Philippines 

December 11, Saturday, Spm 


‘it's A Small World Christmas” at the Shang 
Presented by Trumpets 

December 5, 12, 26 & January 2, Sunday, 4:30pm 
December 21, Tuesday, 4:30pm 


San Miguet Philharmonic Orchestra & 
The San Miguel Master Chorale 
December 16, Thursday, 7pm 


“It's a Children's Christmas” 

with Ms. Pops Fernandez & 

the Philippine Children's Choir of Mandaluyong 
December 17, Friday, 7pm 


"A Very Jerry Christmas” 
with Cartoon Network 
December 19, Sunday, 10am 


Christmas Caravan 
with Effie Nahas Dancentre 
December 72, Wednesday, 6pm 


A Classical Christmas Concert 
With Acoustic Perfection 
December 24, Friday, 4pm 


Christmas Wrap Up: 


December 26-30 


Sif Wrapping Session 
wth Notlonal Bookstore and Hallmark 
December 10, Friday, 4pm 


A Classical Christmas Concert with 
“Acoustic Perfection 

December 17, Friday, 4pm 
December 22, Wednesday, 4pm 


Heavenly Voices Come A-Caroling 


gg Kal Shek Childrens Cole 
evel 
December 4, Saturday, 3pm 


University of the East (UE) Chorale 
Art Piaza, Level 4 
December 4, Saturday, 4pm 


Ateneo Chamber Singers 
Art Plaza, Level 4 
December 11, Saturday, 4pm 


Philippine Children's Choir of Mandaluyong December 18 


Core 
December 12, Sunday, 3pm 
Philipine Madris! Singers 
Covel aes 
December 18, Satrday, 4pm 
Tipies ng Makati 
lets 

December 19, Sunday, 3pm 
lyon Boy's cholr 


Lovet 3 
December 26, Sunday, 3pm” 


S 


Regular Mall Hours 


December 25 and January 1, 2005 
Mali Closed 


10am- 9pm. 


‘Tingle Bell Rockin’ at the Streetscape 


Starts at 9:30pm 
December 3 
December 4 


Oona 
Acoustic Jive 
with May Bayot 
Starts at 10pm 
December 10 
December 11 
December 17 


Fresh Mix 
REtroSPECT 

:Freeverse 
John ¥ Cash & 
The Jukebox 
Pre-New Year's 
Party with 
Dimsum & D'Sout 


December 30 


Shangri-La Plaza 


Lite’s a fil 


Philips LX8000 home theatre sytem 


To qualify for the grand draw, 
a minimum purchase of Philips 
products worth P5,000 is required. 
Entries must be sent through text 
message in this format: Philips 
<space> storename/ location/ 
lastname/ Or nou amount of 
purchase > firstname 
<space>lastname> lastname / 
address. For Globe and Sun 
Cellular subscribers, send text 
message to 2366 and for Smart and 
Talk 'N Text, 269. 


Rush now to the nearest 
appliance stores lo get the best 
audio-video appliances from 
Philips and have more chances of 
winning in the “Best of Europe 2” 
promo. 


See posters and print ads for more details. 


PHILIPS 
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We aré temporarily closing our doors soon to create a better shopping experience for you. 
Before this happens, we invite you to our 


PRE-RENOVATION SALE 


EXTENDED until December 19, 2004. 


| +The new Ethan Allen showroom will re-open on January 11, 2005 


FOCUS GLOBAL INC. Pioneer cor Relance Ss, Mandsyog Cy Te No, 822357. Open on Tus Sat 0am Tpm Sun poten $ 
Ko mise PES 


2004. 
4 pm, Frj.- Sun. 


“O 


Jam to 


discounts 

and instant 
memirership to tne 
Freshaire Club. 
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AQUA-striped T-shirt (P 395), black long-sleeved hooded sweater 
(P2,450), gray pants (P2,250) 


Contributor 


{ IS the season to be jolly, and 
Colour Eighteen fashion is 
~ rate $ here to spice up your holiday 
BLUE cardigan (P2,250), sleeveless cowl-neck blouse (P1,950), black... etUpS. 

pants (P2,250), lavender long-sleeved sweater (P1,950), checkered Sporty, trendy, youthful, the fall/holiday 
drawstring pants (P2,250) collection of Colour Eighteen has all the ele- 
‘ments of the fun ’80s. Groove to distressed 
print striped trousers, techno cotton trenches 
with polka dot lining and multi-colored bags. 
rev sen ncuoe ‘The retro-inspired collection comes in an 
array of bold colors to complement the holi- 
Gays such as electric pink, vibrant orange, in- 

tense purple, bright red and rich brown. 
So this season, as you enjoy the festivities, 
havea little’80s pop culture color and fun mi- 

nus the matching big hair and makeup. 


5 
an 


Pasasaan IN 


SCARF (P995), red-ribbed knitted blouse 
(PLA50), gray pants (P2,250) 


DARK-brown corduroy jacket 
(P3,250), dark-brown corduroy skirt 
(P1,650), white shirt with print 
(P1,450), olive-green denim pants 5 AR 
(P2,650), olive-greon denim jacket RED turtleneck top (P1,450), olive-green corduroy pants (P1,950), multi-colored shoppers’ 
(P3,450), pink blouse (P1,650) à bag (P2,250) 


4 A) units NA 


CHEVROLET 


> OFRVIRA 


ya Ge Sa. ti y Eisa G 
S 12, 19, 26°C 


a chance to win in the Globe Electronic*Raffle: 


obe Autoload Max aye larg 
His "anas Noa (VS 
15 winners daily __ 2 5 winners daily i NG IR 


“DOUBLE your chances of winning: 


| when using Equitable card or register GMETRO HELP 


to 2806 for Globe or Touch Mobile subscribers 
See posters for more details 
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Share and enjoy instant card benefits 


ike 
NG 


Aside from being an 
expert on world peace, 
she's an expert 
on cleaning teeth too. 


She chose the toothbrush 8796" of dentists use. 


Now that deserves a ten. 


The Brand More Dentists Use Themselves 


S 


[es uw 


PASTEURIZED PROCESSED CHEESE 


3 All you need to do is write a name. 
Now exquisitely tasting Magnólia Gold dam Cheese Ball comes iw elegant gold boxes: Definitely an excellant gift this Christmas. 
Abyoucedsto think about are the names ofthe pepple who are special enough to receive one from you. 


PRINCIPAL 
Citibank card- 
holders can 
share the bene- 
fits of their cred- 
it card with their 
loved ones this 
Christmas and 
enjoy loads of 
exciting free- 
bies. 

By applying now 
for a Citibank supple- 
mentary card or 
cards, cardholders 
will not have to pay 
the first year fees for 
up to seven supple- 
mentary cards. That 
means savings of up 
to P4,200 for Silver 
and Clear cardhold- 
ers and P8,750 for 
Gold cardholders. 
The Citibank supple- 
mentary card also 
comes in a free spe- 
cial gift packaging if 
application is submit- 
ted on or before Dec. 
15. 

With a Citibank 
supplementary credit 
card, principal card- 
holders can have bet- 
ter control of their fi- 
nances since they can 
assign spending lim- 
its starting at P5,000 
depending ‘on the 
spending needs of 
loved ones. 

Principal cardhold- 
ers receive a consoli- 
dated bill chat sum- 
marizes and monitors 
purchases made by 
each supplementary 
card member. More- 
over, even if one of 
the cards gets lost or 
damaged, the other 
cardholders can still 
use theirs. 

Offer is valid until 
Dec. 31 only. 

To apply for a sup- 
plementary card, call 
4233000 today, or log 
on to wwwicitibank. 
com.ph. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


pcan Be aaah mahina, a SIERO RECON 
pai Tma aa a 
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at. 


A very French welcome 
for a new arrival 


HAT night, it 
I seemed as if WITHOUT 


three or four 
parties were goingon BATTING 
at: once in Cosmo 
Manille. Wrong, AN EYELASH 
palanggas. Actually, 
there were five 


in 
Makati alone, and one Maurice Arcache 


as sponsor. 
1 couldn't believe 

my eyes as moi entered 

the tent. There were 

$ more than 1,500 invi 

~= #819 tees, all enjoying the 
sa JA French wine and dig- 
Bs NG ging into the tons of 
NENG 


cheeses and gourmet 


of them had a stream py cosby Alex Van HagenonKodak Max Yummies and desserts 


of traffic heading in 

the direction of the NBC Tent at The Fort for 
the years biggest bash to welcome the arrival 
of Beaujolais Nouveau, which was flown in by 
Air France/KLM. 

The launch, beautifully titled “Soiree Beau- 
jolais 2004 sur les Champs Elysees,” was bril- 
liantly and successfully organized by the pres- 
tigious Le Club, the French chamber of com- 
merce in the Philippines, with Nescafe Gold 


prepared with the 
French touch, naturellement, at the different 
food stations. 

At the center of the tent was a replica of 
Paris famous Are d'Triomphe. When the 
hordes of personas were not circulating, they 
were watching the Filipino group Airdance 
doing some fantastic modern dance routines. 

As always at Beaujolais affairs, mes cheris, 


AVERYS 


GEOX 


BREATHES 


GLORIETTA 3, AYALA CENTER, MAKATI 
a Tel#8162530 
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For feedback, ema us a ertyle@ingulrercom.ph 


Text usyour feedbacks 
inquirer Me nameleny/massage to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


MARC Mignon, Manny Pocorro, Richie 
Peñalosa and Gilbert Joven, all Nestlé 
officers, and Mon Garcia, McCann Erickson 
officer; Jojo Tongco, Nestle president; 
Salvador Pigem and wife Monserrat; Sherilla 
Bayona; and Sherlyn Cunanan 


carver 10, 2004214 


(Friday © 6:00pm. 3 


Enteralnment iza 


TUSERAN? Syrup 


Reformulate 


Comickelief, aot ltetetaetigimntcomgh 


BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 
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ALEE ETT NEES OEE 


stan nawnarean gemma s 


BY JESS ABRERA 


AS MALAKAS 
J ANE MGA LLECAL. 
LOGGERS / 


SINCE T EXCEL AS A GUARD 
DOG, IM CONVINCED IM 
PART GERMAN SHEPHERD. 


YOU'VE REALLY GOT 
TO BE PUGH TO BEA 


-ESPECALIY WHEN THEY 


PIN YOUR BARES ON) 7 Ganyan DN ANS. 


PAKITANG-TAO NILA 

Negus MANGYARI 

“YUNG TRAHEDYA 
SA ORMOC. 


SAKIT NAMAN 
1R0-PROFOSE NILA ANG) NG SINABI MO. 
“TOTAL LOG BAN PERO 
PAG NAKALIMUTAN NA 
NATIN YUNG NANGYARI fy 
SA AURORA, SA QUEZON, 
AT NUEVA EOI E 
BALIK ULI SA DATI 


BABY BLUES 


How Di you Lie THE wa) 
T PACKED FoR YoU TODAY? 


EIA 
(Caring 
uae ripping 
AD A OKIE? 


L TPADED we GND Foe 
RENTS PUDDING: THE BANANA 
FOR ESSAS PUDDING, THS 
Chto ices FOR. Cs 
PUDDING, ANDI KEPT 

WE Core. 


DEAR SOURPUSS, 1 RESPECT MIS SPACE, BUT 
WHAT'S GOING ON? 
FLUFFY CAN BE VERY CLOSE TO ME 

DURING DIN-DIN TIME, BUT AFTER 


15 JUST NOT 
THAT INTO You. 


JUST CALL ME, 


NE 


l (SY? 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


[ea Hed, Hen! Looks BACK So Seon? 


AND T SAID: 


But HHAH’ 


Like we MADE it to G 
WRiteRs' NIGHT! Wart 
Hege, Wee, WHILE I 
CiRcuLate. 


Me iF Mu WORKS 
Have Been 


foMeone ASKED 


PUBLISHED. 


Bur oF course! 
HUNDREDS OF THEM! 


LYING! 
No, it's Net. 
ICALLit 
Fiction. 


. HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


pamanang 


CT ANT 


OU BORN TODAY: 


You ata complex individual. Outwardly, you appear reer 7 ang friendly, But inwardly, you, 
‘are deep ahd profound. It's important for you to find something you bel 


lieve in. 


jou are idealistic. You need to 


+ put your faith in something. You are a gentle, understanding leader. The year ahead holds exciting, new begin- 


ings! 
irthdate of: Dan Blocker, actor; Kenneth Branagh, actor; Susan Dey, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): You might 
have to deal with mat- 


ters from the past that 


are connected with the media and 


publishing. Travel plans might be 
delayed or need readjustments. 
; TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You're forced 
to rehash old agres- 
‘ments with ex-partners 
or even current part- 
ners about how something Is 
shared. This could refer to proper- 
ty, responsibilities or people. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You definite- 
iy have to deal with ex- 


partners and old 


friends now. it's old business that 
has to be re-established or 
rethought in order to settle things. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
slipping backward! 
Communication with 
ingin the night; and silly, lte er- 
rors seem to occur everywhere 


aly 22): At times it 
co-workers is like two ships pass- 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
4 Fanateal 


6 Tringamakg, 
11 In whai way? 


14 Without support 


15 Extraterrestial 
18 Mary ol "Where 


Eagles Dare” 
17 800 


19 Tonics parinor 
20 Basic bakats 


21 Totaly 
22 Take note of 


23 _ contendere 


25 impressive 
‘splay 


27 Abuse, 
31 Iatarod 


terminus 
32 Naignoor of 


Mos. 


33 Letter basa 
35 Vico _ 


88 Local 
40 Flower part 


42 Fast hers! 


fetters 

43 _ Ingalls 
Wider 

45 Carps and 
minnows 

47 On tha market 

48 Latvan capal 

50 Big name n 
Video games 

52 Musical 
performance 

55 Molecular 
component 

56 Madame 
Bovary 

57 Paunch 

59 Wear out the 
welcome mat 

63'Sennlokf's uncio 

64 Soo 30D 

86 Conceit 

67 Change 0 

68 Iniesine 
segment 

69 Pront 

79 Aivar through 
Pars 


By Barry Suit 
McLean, VA 


4 Purpose 
5 Those who owe 
& Guys date 
7 Mislortunes 
8 Fasten you 
jacket 
9 Ethal of 
Broadway 
10 Yoko 
11 See 30 
12 Bay window 
49 "Pater Pant gr 
16 inthe arms of 
Morpheus 
22 Residences 
24 Having padates 
28 Armistice Day 
mo. 
27 Shopping 
conler 
28 Polve bones 
29 Soo 300 
30 Doinion of 
71 Serengeti 17A, 64A, 13D 
predator ‘and 200 
i 34 Dashboard of 
DOWN an Enghsh car 
1 Simple crat 36 Poker vanaton 
2 va 37 Concerning 
3 inda 39 Wer Jong 


41 Living in st 
wales 
44 Biographical 


88 Grosk lottor 
Sa Lie Ricrard 
nit". Fat 


49 Sock patem 
51 Put lo work 
52 Show-biz 


‘notable 85 Raga 


64 Bolang Barker 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Now you have to 
focus on something 
from your past related 

to children, the arts, professional 

sports, the entertainment worid or 
the hospitality industry. Listen 
carefully 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22); Your ruler, 

FY} Mercury, is retrograde 

YF now. That's why you're 


having car problems, 
missing buses, losing bits of pa- 
per. books or Keys and confusing 
appointments with others. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Make sure you pay 
our phone bill inctud- 
ing your cell phone). 
Your communications 
with others are interrupted or con- 
fused now. The delays can affect 
your transportation as well. 
e used to work with be- 
fore. Various things 


from the past that are connected 
with your job are likely to turn up 


today. 
your sign. This definite- 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nav. 21): You might 
runinto people you 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21]: Retro- 
grade Mercury Is in 


fee ly attracts partners 


from your past right to your door! 
Look upon it as an opportunity to 
settle old matters or reestablish re- 
lationships. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): All kinds of 
old friends seem to be 
coming out of the 
woodwork! No matter 

what you do, you're bumping into 

ope from your past. (It's good 

o have history with others.) 

© ‘Some of you will have 
to tackle old subjects 

‘with parents once again. It feels 


like two steps forward, one step 
back. Courage! 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): You might 
meet an old boss now. 


MIKROKOSMOS 


ANG DAMI PALANG 
MGA KAKAIBANG 


MAY SANDY. AT MAY 
GARDEN... BOTANIC 
GARDEN 

PA». 


Vtejido Troe 


BYJOMIKETEJDO 


TUMITINGIN kA 
PA SA LIBRO, E 
SA KWARTO MO 


Dust 
GARDEN! 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


EVERYDAY, THE PICTURE 
GETS CLEARER ARO CLEARER 


KIKO MACHINE 
MEN, TEKA LANG 


LOVEKNOTS 


T' SISTER. BONI, MAGDO-TONTE Y & KELAN ko MAKIKUHA 
ANG IDO-DONATE Niyo 
DE RIRO, Botok?! 


PO KAMI Ni BOCHOS NG 
PARA SA NGA NABIKTIMA 


‘Baro YARN 
Rien YA 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
“PAGKA-HUBAD Po) | 
NAMIN , SISTER BONI; 


aaa 


TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


IN DEMAND TAO 
NGSTON SA MGS 
ME TULO. 
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kaBinr 
BEAUJOLAIS wine is their choice. Stan ‘THE FRENCH connection. Good-looking 
Hilker with tall head-turner Sylvia threesome Guillaume Desroes, Boom Ghou 
Jarzebowska and Jeremy Cliff Lam and Gregory Le Henand 


1A Beaujolais: Roger Ferrari, Bernard RAFAEL Alunan Iil, Louis-Paul Heussaff and Air France general 
Flour and Michel Hermelin manager Louis Vergeon 


Avery French welcome to a new arrival ...22 


Dorney 
From pagel! Venturanza, 


loads of valuable items were up ika kaser 
for grabs in a raffle beautifully Ate yo? the 
hosted by eye-catching fun gals į = me 
Leah Navarro, Pinky Amador d è 
and vivacious Tessa Prieto- 
Valdes. 
e eee oe ee The 6th Angel Sent Bazaars 
was a cool round-trip ticket to- 3 at 
iris, courtesy of Air France 
Pari, courtesy of Air Pance and. COFFEE addicts. EDSA SHANGRI-LA HOTEL MANDALUYONG 
new Peugeot for 17 days. Among Beautiful couple Support y Y LOWER LOBBY 
WINE CONNOSIUERS. Dashing other fab prizes were round-trip Paqui Campos and 
French businessman Eric ticket to Boracay from Asian Spir- wife Lilibeth RONALD December 11-12, 2004-(Saturday & Sunday) 
Dudoignon-Velade with his wife, it; a gorgeous pearl necklace Fernandez, with X MCDONALD December 18-19, 2004 (Saturday & Sunday) 
Sen. Jamby Madrigal worth $2,000, plus other jewelry close pals Elena Arias 


courtesy of Jewelmer; Citizen and Rossana Peña HOUSE Bazaar Time 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM 
watches; and a to-die-for Chinese 


amigue furitre ser worth a cool Jay ON GRAND SALE!!! 

Giving away the tickets were a A n BRANDED FRAGRANCES AND READY TO WEAR, UNITED 
two hotshots of the -airline 4 COLORS OF BENETTON, TEFAL COOKWARE, MAIDEN 
Wears! manager toes Wer z FORM, MAX FACTOR COSMETICS...AND LOTS OF 
geon and KIM's mega secret 4 PABULOS PHOS 
weapon, brilliant country manag- Waa rems FREE ADMISSION, OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
er. paaa kaya r "Avoid the Crowds and Long Queue" 

eedless to say, dahlings, the y 
most popular booth, and voted 02)4143! For Details Call PHILTRADE EXHIBITS at 
RESPECTED author and a a KA Ca CEA Tel. Nos.: 825-3482 e 825-0804 or text 

5 aag jue party animals who packe j cae Cell No.: 0920-5578561 " 
columnist Carmen Navaro he venue, was Nescafe Golds—a ALBERTO Pedroza aas = 

y super eye-catching sidewalk caf 
heayywalghre Yves Cadihon dispensing cups of piping-hot cof- 
fee. 

This year, palanggas, Le Club 
members and invitees came 'to- 
gether in what was to be the 
largest Beaujolais event in Asia, 
to celebrate not just the exquisite 
taste of one of France's best 
known products but also that of 
what is widely regarded as “the 
best coffee it world.” 

For your information, mes 
cheris, Le Club is a non-profit or- 
US Embassy'spopular AJJoesii} ganization created to promote 
ai sx French business in the Philip- 

od party boy Pepper Taakankag pines and to promote the Philip- 
pines in France. Its president is 
the hardworking, popular busi- 
nessman Philippe Gauthier. 
Glorious food, tons of cheese, 
an endless flow of cool Beaujolais 
Nouveau, topped with the hot 
new Premium Nescafe Gold Cof- 
fee—everyone went home happy, 
with many going home boozed 
up. Well, that’s what a great party 
isall about. 
‘This super bash showed every- 
one how the French really did 
FORBES Rotary gals Gretchen things, n'est-ce pas? 
Recto and Yaying Dragon 


Induction ball and dinner 
There is one big bang all over 
the world this year as the Rotary 
Club celebrates—take note, 
palanggas--100 years of service 
and fellowship this 2004-2005. 
So there I was with the Rotary 
Club of posh Makati Forbes Park, 
which was holding its 8th Induc- 
tion Ball and Dinner at the ever 
popular New World Hotel ball- 

Toom. 

BARBIE Pastoraland Let Sedano 4Prés 1 was escorted to my 
avervi 


HOT NAMEDROPPABLES at the turnover ceremonies: past 
president Efren Palabyab with his wife, Ann Clare P; gorgeous 
Carmen G. and her husband Leo Garcia with a gavel, symbol of club 
authority and responsibility; and Ann Linda P. and her hubby, 3 
president Ben Pastoral for Rotary Makati 2004-2005 e 5 megapixels 
kotary Limo OF vakan ame. Sx digital zoom 
Forbes Park al 
ong a 'owered/by DIGIC 


9-point AIAF 
hy 7] foes 
a Na E 4 
ka ] 


a 3-min:Movie Mode 
THE NEW powers-that-be of Rotary Club Makati Forbes. Helmut 


Changeable 12-colour 
Platinum Siver Ganet Midnight Blue dock'display 

Wuzella with his wife, Lily W.; Ed Tan and his favorite baby, Baby Tan; 

and Jojo S. with her husband Edwin Salonga 


no “ ` 
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table and after a cou- 

ple of “helios” to 

some friends, the cer- 
| emonies begun with 

outgoing president, 
tycoon Efren Pal- 
abyab, handing over 
the club's symbol of 
authority, “the gav- 
el,” to the new club 
president, business 
magnate Ben Pas- 
toral, 

Though 1 had to 
dash off to another 
happening, I made it 
a point to stay a bit 
and listen to one of 
my favorite TV hosts 
and columnists, the 
absolutely vivacious 
and brilliant profes- 
sor Solita Monsod, 
who was the club's 
shimmering guest 
speaker. When Solita 
speaks, everyone lis- 

lings. She 


ing short talk, receiv- 
ing tons of applause, 
with me leading the 


pack 

Also inducted as a 
support group for the 
club were members 
of the Rotary Anns of 
| Makati Forbes Park, 

led by First Ann, Lin- 
da Pastoral, natch! 

To perk up the af- 
fair, “the Rotarians 
and their Anns pre- 
sented a medley of 
dances called “Bailes 
de Honor.” 

Rushing down the 
staircase of New 
World, 1 could hear 
Gloria and her band 
rocking the ball- 
room, with Rotarians 
and their Anns party- 
ing till 2 am, 1 was 
told. 


4 


Business Meeting 


Dinner Date 


3 as 


Weekend Get together BALLY 


DRESS SOCKS 


evra sg 


re 


It pays to own one, 
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A FASHION 

show by Ya 

eight of the 

country's top E8 

designers — Ẹ 

—Jeannie 

Goulbourn for 

Silk Cocoon, 

Gerry Katig- 

bak, Steve de 

Leon, Peter 

Lim, Edgar Madamba, Lito Perez, 
Barge Ramos, and Edgar San 
Diego—and a photo exhibit high- 


lighted therecentlaunchofExperi- | 


ence Philippines. 
A new magazine that aims to encourage lo- 


cal travel and showcase the best of Filipino ff 


living to promote tourism, Experience Philip- 


pines was launched at the Le Salon Ballroom 


of Hyatt Hotel and Casino Manila on Pedro Gil 
Street corner M. H. del Pilar in Malate, Mani- 
la. 

‘The photo exhibit included the works of 


George Tapan, Donald Tapan, Willie Avila, | 


Tesz and Edwin Celestino, Rommel Caina, 
Harvey Tapan, and Holger Horn, 

Overall event and creative director was 
‘Austria with Al Coronan as production de- 
signer, Jun Gomez as technical and lights di- 
rector, and Gerry Katigbak as fashion show di- 
rector, 

Hair and makeup were by Kaizen Salon In- 


ternational, Emphasis Salon and Salon de |: 


Manila. 
The new all-color, glossy quarterly will fea- 
ture interesting destinations and stories on 


the country’s people, culture, traditions, cur- | 


EXPERIENCE PHILIPPINES 
PREMIER COLLECTION 2005 


Forfecdback, email usat Wfostyle@inquirar.com:ph 


etus your feedback: 
inquirer fe name/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


JEANNIE 
Goulbourn 


aman ni ie cis conte B) 


Now thru Dec. 31 


Per DTENGR Permi No 382€ 012004 


QUIAPO + MAKATI + CUBAO HARRISON + NORTH EDSA » STA. MESA » ORTIGAS » LAS LAP OOR + FAIRVIEW » MAN 
a PAMPANGA + LOLO + CEBU + VAD» CAGAYAN DE ORO + BICUTAN «LUCENA » BAGUIO » IML glass KRIS” BATANGAS DE Lk 
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HUMAN red-hot sports shirt and tracktor cap 


Loving music, 
being human 


‘OU are what you listen to—especially when your music comes 
packaged in something as hip as the newest iPod. 
je iPod comes in a variety of colors to match any outfit, particular- 
ly those that come from the hip brand Human. 

Human and iPod make an irresistible fashion statement, as top 
models Bubbles Paraiso and Zanjoe Marudo show in this fashion 
shoot. 

SMUNGEYKERENPASCUAL 
SHOT ONLOCATONAT HUMAN GLORETTAT 


BUBBLES Paraiso shows what the “it” giri must have: cool blue ON HER: white shirtdress and red bag. On him: red tank top and ZANJOE Marudo in blue sweat jacket, with an iPod mini to complete 
Human sweat jacket and silver iPod mini. wristband the look 


Plus-size 


fashion store in Cubao 


ise the brand exclusive- fF = 


ly designed for the plus-size yet 

sophisticated women of today, 
is set to open a second outlet at the 
2/L Gateway Mall in Cubao, Araneta E 
Center this December. é 

One of the pioneers in serving 
requirements of plus-size wome F 
features a whole range of clothing and acces- 
sories that are distinctly chic and flatters the 
figure for that sexy look every plus-size woman 
desires. 

The store offers sizes 10 to 28 with a wide 
selection of tops, pants, skirts, knits, and 
evening wear in various styles. 

‘The soon-to-open Gateway branch will com- 
plement the first Luscious store at the Gold- 
crest Building in Ayala Center. 

Call 8923885 and 8175620, or e-mail lus- 
cious plus@vahoo.com 


Tori 


CHIFFON kimono blouse withsequinsand STYLES are meant to flatter the figure 
denim disco pants 


Panasonic Viera shows its true’ 
beauty at Western Marketing 


The new Panasonic Viera is now 
the star of the show at Western 
Marketing in SM Megamall. 
The newest Viera Plasma and LCD 
TVs from Panasonic are showcased 
at the front window display of the 
store. Customers were visibly awed 
by the stylish design and 
technologically-advanced features 
of the new Panasonic Viera. 


The Viera in all its glory atthe Western Marketing showroom at SM Megamall... The picture-perfect Viera puts you right in the center of the action! 
The elegant flowing design (A9? 
of the Viera Flat Panel 


Display is truly a scene- 
stealer with its pearl-silver 
finish and slim panel — a 
statement of elegance that 
adds class to any room 
decor. It can be hung on any 
flat surface for superb 
performance and versatility it’s an assurance of only the very best. 
The crystal-black panel 
makes the images seem to 
float in mid-air, so the 
pictures stand out clear. 


Another highlight of the 
Viera is its superb picture 
technology. It boasts of a 
new Real Black Drive 
System for richer blacks, 
finest details and impressive 
depth, Its Full-Digital 
Processor makes ultra- 
precise processing of all 
video signals possible to 
minimize generation loss 
The Viera also has an HD 


Panel with Bounded Cell beyond |] borders. 
Structure that vividly 

reproduces the tiniest details 

of images 


Its sound technology has a h 
futuristic Smart Sound 
Speaker System - a 
specially-developed speaker F 
system for sound that f 
matches the flowing form. |, 
‘The Viera lets you enjoy a 
rich, life-like ambience and 
clear, powerful sound with 
its ultra-slim speaker design 
- each unit is only 16mm |, 
wide. The new speaker units | 
also blend so well with the 
cabinet's styling so it's 
hardly noticeable. 


The Viera's networking 
capability is likewise . 
expansive. It has dual slots 
for SD or other memory | 
cards so you can enjoy f 
pictures from a digital £ 
camera. Other memory 
card-equipped devices 
could also be viewed on the 
Viera with its PCMCIA card 
slot. Connect it also to a 
computer to surf the net and 
view streaming videos. 


With all these outstanding | pas a 
features plus its stunning P e New ‘Real Black Drive System and High-Definition Panel e Smart Sound Speaker System 


looks, the new Panasonic 2 Multimedia Networking Capability with SD pl PC Card Slots  Elegant Flowing D pam 

Viera will surely capture = rite ae 
one's heart and eyes too. | 
The Viera is one of | 
Panasonic's true ideas that | 
is truly beyond borders. 
Check out the new | 
Panasonic Viera at Western 
Marketing located at the 
Lower Ground Level of 
Building A in SM 
Megamall. kas s AS ss satasia 


FRIDAY, 
mew DECEMBER 10, 2004 


lifestyle@ 
ciothing 


New travel 
and lifestyle 
mag launched 


From page}! 


rent lifestyle trends, and insights. It will try to 
provide a comprehensive itinerary and quick 
access to the most current information. 

‘The magazine will also suggest good eating 
places, best buys, hot entertainment places, 
adventure spots, etc. 

‘At the helm of the new publication are Abe 
Florendo and Zardo Austria. Executive editor 
Florendo has worked in various publications 
and has written and edit- 
ed several coffee- 
table books. _. 

perience 

pines editor in 
chief and creative di- 
rector Austria was 
the editor in chief of 
In Style and Chefs on 
Parade magazines. 
Ma. Evelyn c4 
Conejos-Untal 
heads the man- 
agement team of 
the company. 

Experience Philip- 
pines will be initially 
free to pre-selected sub- 
scribers. In bookstores 
and retail outlets it will 
sell for P100 per issue 


pines) 


aa" 
ABOVE: (from top) Hyatt Hotel and Casino 
Philippines marketing director Eugene 
Tamesis, Edgar Madamba, Experience 
Philippines editor in chief and creative 
consultant Zardo Austria, Ma. Evelyn 
Conejos-Untal, and Steve de Leon. Below: 
(from top) Edgar San Diego, Barge Ramos, 
Experience Philippines’ Cris Vinzons, 
designers Lito Perez, Gerry Katigbak, and 
Peter Li 


6uPERbench 


‘at Market! Market! 


Bench Icon 


Toilette 


www. benchim.com 
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A View from the Hill at 145 


Y by Joaquin G. Bernas, SJ 
i a f 
5 #'fall started in 1859 when Father Cuevas, the Jesuit Mission 


Superior, could not resist the pleas of the burghers of Manila. 

“The Jesuits, expelled from the Philippines a century earlier, had 

hk. just returned. Their marching ordgt from Father General was, 

to go to Mindanao. Mindanao would remain a target, but other 

opportunities opened. Thus, by an ordinance of the Ayuntamiento, 

the Ateneo Municipal de Manila was established — with three 
priests, one brother, thirty-three young boys. 


“The school was new, the tradition old, 
reaching back to Coimbra in Portugal, 
LaFlechein France, Stonyhurstin England, 
all built on the pillars of the Reto Sradierax. 
The Ratio had produced Francis de Sales, 
Bossuet, Galileo, Moliere, and would later 
produce Jose Rizal, 


independent thought, and the ability to 
express one's thoughts with ease in 
English. 


World War II and Japanese occupation 
closed the Ateneo. The American Jesuits 
were thrown into Japanese concentration 
camps. Ateneo ROTC cadets 

Bataan and Corregidor. Those who 
survived suffered the ordeal of the Death 
March. 


‘That was the beginning of the Spanish era 
of the Ateneo. It was an ern of intense 
dedication to Latin and Greek classics 
What came out were Filipinos steeped in 
the faith and capable of producing literature 


Liberation from the Japanese finally came, 
in Spanish, 


bur once more the ensuing conflagration 
reduced Ateneo facilities 10 rubble. But 


In1921,anewerabegan. Twenty American the same Atenco spirit of the pre-war 


ele 


Jesuits of the Maryland — New York 
Province, sent by their Polish General in 
Rome, arrived in Manila, ‘The American 
Jesuits, like their Spanish predecessors, were 
also products of the Ratio Studiorum. The 
Ratio was to stay. But the new situation 
called for new devices — English gradually 
replaced Spanish, the exact sciences came 
in, together with athletics, debating (often 
involving public defense of Catholic ideals), 
and military training, 


Tragedy struck in 1932, when fire 
consumed the Ateneo of Intramuros. The 
product of seventy memorable years went 
up in flames. But fire did not extinguish 
the flame that had been lit by Spanish and 
American Jesuits, 


Three distinctive qualities took root during 
the years of the American Jesuits: fierce 
loyalty to the school (in and out of 
basketball contests!), che habit of 


History | Our Story 1859 


years lived on and continued to be 
transmitted in quonser huts in Padre Faura 
until the move to Loyola Heights in the 
carly 50s. 


Loyola Heights would also see turbulent 
years. The Filipinization movement 
engulfed the nadon and students clamored 
for an Ateneo with a more Filipino face. 


“The sharp division between the few rich 
and the multitudes of poor, often victims 
of exploitation, fanned the flames of 
revolt and ushered ina virtual dictatorship 
in 1972. In 1986, People Power put an 
‘end todictmorship. Bur people power did 
not solve the problem of poverty and 
injustice. 


‘The times clearly clamored for another 
look ar the Ratio Studiorum. Rejection of 
the system would not be the answer, but 
radical adaptation was called for. 


rates 
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A defining moment for all Jesuit schools 
‘was an address of Father General Pedro 
Arrupe to Jesuit alumni gathered in 

alencia, Spi 

.ocked his hearers with a bombshell: 
“Have we Jesuits educated you for 
justice? You and I-know what many 

Jesuit teachers will answer to that 
question. They will answer, in all 
sincerity and humility: No, we have not. 

TE th "and ‘education for 

arry all the depth of meaning 
which the Church gives them today, we 
have not educated you for just 


The Valencia address went around the 

al world under the tide 

nhers” It evolved imo the 

‘Men and Women for 

Others” Since then, “Men and Women 

for Others” has become a guiding 

principle for the Ateneo and all Jesuit 
education. 


‘The Arrupe era has not yet ended; nor 
has it been complered. But it has been 
complicated by the onset of 
globalization, new scientific discoveries, 
the end of the Cold War, and the 
intensifying threat of terrorism. 


“Spirituality is about the experience 
at the core of our being of something 
— a power, a presence, a drive, a 
longing — that is beyond the 
ordinary.” Itis at the heart of buman 
life. Spirituality, understood in this 
sense, is something that every person 
possesses. cae 


When you define spirituality as 


Ignatius of Loyola. Its distinctive 
features are what make Jesuits and 
Jesuit institutions behave the way they 
do. St. Ignatius calls it awestro modo de 
proceder, out way of proceeding, 


One leading distinctive feature is the 
constant striving for excellence, the 
idea of doing “more” (magi) for the 
“greater glory of God” (ad mgjorem Dei 
gloriam). Excellence in academics, 
excellence in athletics, excellence in 
service. There may, indeed, be shifts 
in emphasis, but the drive for “more” 
is always there. Now, in the Pedro 
Arrupe Era, the emphasis is on service 
Of the faith chat docs justice. 


145 years of Ateneo education — 
from Intramuros, to Padre Faura, and 
now Loyola Heights, with satellites in 
de la Costa Street and Rockwell, both 
in Makati City. Is there a unifying thread 
that ties the years together? 


we is. The unifying thread and 
same time the vivifying force is 


Z Z eg ten, Gate tar Cana Mage Sea Ox Ta NE Haagman Egor Ors Ls OS pa! Aces Bu Exp cn Aya Yes WG, WG Cenacle es gh Sao Saiyan 


— because Christ was this-worldly. He 
brushed shoulders with the best and the 
worst of the world. 


Ignatian spirituality sees God as active 
in everything that is - in nature, in 
people, in structures, and even in most 
tragic disasters. Hence, Atent® 
education seeks to instill in the minds 
fof students an insatiable hunger for 
knowledge because knowledge can lead 
to an appreciation of mystery and to a 
sense of wonder thar finds ultimate 
fulfillment in worship and service of 
the Lord and of the universe 


Ignatian education also seeks to be 
rooted in culture. The Ignatian Christ 
was born into a culture and grew and 
lived and immersed himself ina culture. 


Ateneo was born in the Manila of 1859, 
where there was nothing like the 
uniquely Chinese culture into which 
Ricci brought Christ or the uniquely 
Indian culture in which de Nobili 
preached, The Atenco was born into 
an enclave that was Catholic European. 
Ignacian spirituality, however, is 
dynamic. It can undergo change. Thus, 


z Or ee. 
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Another distinctive feature is Ateneo changed in the era of the 
centeredness on Christ the way American Jesuits, changed further in 
Ignatius centered his life on Chrisa the “Pedro Arrupe Era”, and will 
Christ immersed in the hurly-burly of continue to change in the 21" century 
history, often out there where the world of globalization, scientific 
baulelines are drawn. discovery, and intensifying threat of 
terrorism. For, in the words of Cardinal 
Newman, “in a higher world it is 
otherwise, but here below to live is to 
change, and to be perfect is to have 
changed often.” 


‘There has always been an element of 
this-worldliness in the various phases 
of the Ateneo — the Spanish, the 
American, the contemporary Ateneo 


aa 1390 190 


1859 


T 


1877 
Jose Rizal graduates 

| with a Bachelor of Arts 
from the Ateneo. 


1889 
The San Ignacio 
Church is completed 
and consecrated, 


1998 
War between US and Spain. 
On June 12, the Philippines 
declares independence 
from Spain. 


1896 

Outbreak of Philippine Revolution 
against Spain. On December 30, 
Jose Rizal is executed at 
Bagumbayan, 


The City of Manila entrusts the Spanish 


ASA Yr! Jesuits with the administration of Escueta 


TY Municipal de Manila, which is later 
renamed Ateneo Hunicipal de Manila, 


= 
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;5 it was in the Spanish Ateneo and the American 
“Ateneo, so it is in today's Ateneo: the fundamental 
values of excellence and service remain at the core 
of. the Ateneo spirit. As a Jesuit University, the 
Ateneo pursues the goals of Jesuit education 
through the harmonious development of moral 


and intellectual virtues: 


Lux in Domino: Light in the Lord. The Ateneo 
aims to lead its students to see God in all 
things and to use their talents for the 
greater glory of God and the greater 


service of humanity. 


Magis: ever striving for the more. The Ateneo 
seeks to instill in its students a passion for 
disciplined excellence and a constant desire 


to be better, to do better. 


Cura personalis: care and concern for the whole 
person. The Ateneo sees each student’s 
totality and nurtures each one holistically. 


(PAASCU) and the Federation of 


Mathematics, Physics, 


Sosa Atenet 


Keeping a Tradition of Excellence 


The award of Level IV Accreditation Status to the Atenco by the 
Philippine Accrediting Association of Schools, Colleges and Universities 


Accrediting Agencies of the Philippines 


(FAAP) is a recognition of the excellence of its departments and programs. 
Ateneo has nine CHED Centers of Excellence - Biology, Chemistry, 
Literature, Philosophy, English, Psychology, 


Sociology, and two CHED Centers of Development for Excellence — 


Inforn 


Schools of Busi 
consistently had the highest passing 


exams over the last ten years. ga e sra 
Faculty and Student Awards 


The Ateneo's eight M 
sanding 
e college (more 
tertiary lev 


an any 


Ourseandlin 
in the Atene 


the years. For instance, since 2000, 
members have won seven 
and five 3 Prizes 
Awards for Li 

from the Manila 


Prizes, seve 


Men and women for others. The Ateneo strives 


to imbue its students with love for and 


service to others. 


Transforming Society 


In the last few years, the 
‘Ateneo has moved to address 
in an institutional way what 


ATENEO 
TASK FORCE NOAH: 


Benes wps abung 


Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen 
has called the 
capability.” 


“poverty of 


‘The Ateneo Professional Schools in 
Makati are truly at the “Crossroads of 
Church and World.” They engage key 


(DOH) and Pfizer 

in fifty foorth-an 

in the country. 

the worlds of Law, Business, Health, 

Technology and Government. Through The Ateneo School of Gi 
its Juris Doctor program and the Atenco the fo 

Human Rights Center, the Law Schoo! contribut 
develops in its students a legal 


u better public 


its executive prog 
, with a particular concern of public 
for the pour and for children's rights. The 
Ateneo Graduate School of Business 
(AGSB) is a leader in developing 
innovative programs for adult working 
professionals, and is reaching out tu other 
colleges of business through its faculty 
development programs. Iı is also a leader 
in programs for the management of 


health care, and has developed the Kalinga. 


HISTORY AND THE AT! EO 


The 20” Century Ateneo ee ni 
1 
Ateneo Municipal de Manila becomes 
2 private Institution and is renamed 
Ateneo de Manta, 


Masters in Public Management (MPM) and 
Jdress its principal 


wide variety of pr 
and international 


Bar Topnorehers (1 

Recognition as 

Students o 

= World Chai 

Law Moot Court Competition in 

Washington, DC 

First Prize, First HSBC Young IT 

Entrepren 

First Prize, SI 
Memorial Awards for L 
Gs UAAP 
mimon, 66 


ion (2003-2004), 
6* UAAP 
Jniversity of 


of Comp chinery International 
Collegiate P 1g Competition (the 
world's mo: gious computer 
programming cuntest for university 
students) 


nd Champion, 11% All-Asian 
Debating Championship (the 
fourth time it has won this competition) 


its number 4 ranking in the World 
Debating Championships after Sydney, 
Oxford, and Monash. 


920 


wm 
Tne American Jesus of 

Maryland ew York Province 

replace tne Spanish Jets PA 


is 
nak 


The Ateneo Graduate School of Business was ranked 
evaluation of Graduate 

v School has 
in the Bar 


los Palanca Memorial 
ture, fifteen Nariunal Book Awards 


ompetitions. In the year 2004 
ne, Ateneo students received the following awards: 


The Japanese attack Pearl Harbor bringing WWII to 


ation Technology Education and Business Management. 


World Class Innovation 


Ateneo% world-class faculty and facilities provide 

studentswith a rich environment in which to explore, 

master, and contribute to 

'3 research, development, and 

is in their fields. An 

example of this cna be sen in 

ca of information and 

a communication technologies 

Žil ICTs.. Among the many 

laboratories at the Ateneo that 

active pe students in 

academics and research are the 

Ateneo Java Wireless 

Competency Center (AJWCO), 

the Micrseleerronies Student Laboratory, and the 
Ateneo-PLDT Advanced Network Test 


At the forefront of SMS, MMS, and Java appli 
developmen, the AJWCC distributes content over 
wireless networks, building community among the 
wireless device users by helping them communicate 
in new and innovative ways. The Microelectronics 
Student Laboratory of the Ateneo is equipped with 
the siateof-he-art"Sroupsis” suite af tools which 
enables students co design, verify, and analyze 
integrated circuits as complex as the Pentium 4, 
These facilities provide our students superior training 
for the needs of industry 


The Ateneo-PILDT Advanced Nerwork Testbed is a 
facility for research and development un current 
deployment concerns, pre-deployment 

ts Well as more advanced topics for graduate 
research. It helps develop focused training modules 
with integrated hands-on components un topics that 
cover leading-edge market and technological fronts 
quenes (RF) on-fiber and advanced 


include the 2012 Worldwide Microsoft.» 

Awards XML. Web Services Contest in Redmond, 
Washington, the 2003 

Wireless Challenge, the 

Philippines, and rhe 2004 

Machinery International Collegiate Programming 
Competition Asian Regional Contest 


Another fine example of how the Ateneo provides 
its students with innovative learning environments 
in which tu pursue academic and professional 
excellence is the Ateneo's Jubn Gokongwei School 
of Management Business Accelerator SOMBA) 
Program that enables students to set up actual 
businesses while sill in school under the guidance 
of experienced entrepreneurs, When they graduated 
from the Ateneo last March 2004, many of the 
SOMBA student enirepreneurs did nor apply for jobs; 
instead, they interviewed jub applicants for their 
companies. Inde 

owned companies emerging from the SOMBA will 
soon be exporting its products to China. 


oso 1940 


1941 


the Pacific Theater. The Ateneo ROTC refuses to 


isband and joins the Philippine Army in Bataan. 
disband and joins the Philippine Army in Bataan. ne 


Following American liberation, the Ateneo reopens 
temporarily in Plaza Guipit, Sampaloc. The following 
year, the Ateneo returns to Padre Faura. 


1932 
Fire razes the Intramuros campus; 


the Ateneo transfers to Padre 
SD ABA Paso campus. 


Administ 0+ w 
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D q e Manila 


SETVICE an 


ngaging the World 
the Ateneo, students are provided 
opportunities for 
eloping social responsibility that 
1 move them to contribute to 
ional development and social 
Busformation within their own 

re of competence and expertise. 


h many 


Ateneo Grade School has had the Arenen- 
hayan Program for Understanding and 
lopment (AMPUD) for the Inst fourteen years 
| also work with Cartwheel Foundation for 
her formation in Bukidnon, and with the parishes 
anta Maria Della Strada and Our Lady of 
cost to help two hundred public schoolchildren 


e Ateneo High School, each second year studet 
ds 2 hours a week for 10 weeks in an orphanage, 
w for the elderly, or center for the physically or 
ally handicapped under the Christian Service 
Involvement Program. In junior year, they are 
1 the opportunity to participate in Banlaw, a 
tary immersion program, where they spend a 
dnd with a poor Family 


Feo 


hriching Culture 


je Ateneo strives to develop students 
> articulate, creative, and productive 
sons who are rooted in their own 
ture, interdisciplinary in their 
roach, global in 
spective. 


and 


emphasis on cultural rooredness and global 
pective cuts across all levels in the educational 
‘num ar the Ateneo, In the Grade School and 
|h School, Araling Panlipunan is the main 
uctional vehicle for inculcating love of country 

taughe using creative experiential processes 
ngh which the young students draw on the richness 
‘beauty of Philippine culture and history in the 
js of developing the desire to respond to the 
cages the country confronts. 


1 college level, through a wide variety of courses 
o-curricular activities, faculty and stuelents work 
iher in understanding and enriching Philippine 
re while engaging in analytical and creative 
vurse on the major ideas and methods of inquiry 
e global intellectual heritage, The work of Ateneo 
«ssor and National Artist Salvador Bernal at 
halang Ateneo exemplifies this. 


1958 
1s given to the new Philippine 
wince of the Society of Jesus. 

1959 
loneo obtains university status, with 
Francisco Araneta, S.J, as Rector. 


1 1952 
The College and High Schoot 
Departments transfer to Loyola 
Heights, Quezon City. In 1954, 
the Grade School follows, 


their 
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Tulong Dunong, a tutorial program for elementary 
public school children, was started by Fr. James 
O'Brien, S.J., thirty years ago. It has been 
institutionalizcd in the senior curriculum and has 
been a defining experience for many generations of 
Ateneo high school students. While th kids 
from public schools learn a lot from the tutor 
their Atenean Aiparlearn in a much deeper way: The 
process of reflection that the boys undergo after t 
action-oriented tutoring helps them to underst 
what it means to be engaged in the world and to 
respond to a deeper spiritual cal. 


‘The formation program in Ateneo College begins 
with INTACT (Introduction to Ateneo Culture and 
Traditions) in the first semester of freshman year. 
In the second semester of freshman and sophomore 
years, the students rutor public school students, build 
houses for Gawad Kalinga and Habitat, care for the 
environment with Bantay Kalikasan, or take care of 
the animals at the Manila Zou. 


Jn the “labor trial” program, junior students work 
with manual laborers once or twice a week for three 
weeks, attend input and processing sessions, and write 
and submit reflections on the.experience. In senior 
year, graduating students undergo a rwo and a half- 
day immersion program among the poor 


Student organizations in the Ateneo actively render 
community service to a wide range of beneficiaries 
such as the Loyola Mountaineers’ work with 
Dumagats in Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija, the Atenco 
Lex Balik-Laya Project with prisoners, and the work 
of the Ateneo SCA, ACIL, Musmos, Kaingin, ACLC 
and Tugon with many poor communities. 


The Atenco Graduate School of Business has star 

a program called Mulat-Diwa, bringing to the 
forefrom of the consciousness of students and 
faculty the challenges of poverty in our count 
encouraging participation in programs 1n address 
them. The Ateneo Law School is strengthening its 
Human Rights Center and its Legal Aid program. 


Srv te ae ahna 


ist and Ateneo: alumnus Salvador Bernal 
designing sets and costumes for the Cultural 
Cemer of fang Ateneo, and 


look authentic and ev 
ive materials: bambon, burlap, anan, 
chain links, gauze, cacha; even empty water bottles 
and ballpen cases become claborate set pieces. As the 
ation for the National Arist award duly notes, “he 
exemplified the versatility of Filipino maverals for 
design and proved that the 
need aoc imply a poverty of the im 


je a test may be foreign, Bernal masterfully 
cenizes it, allowing it to speak more fe 

Filipino audience. Shakespeare's Hyria in 

becomes an indefinite but identifiable Southeast Asian 

island, and Padua in Taming gf tbe Shreavis turn-of-the- 

century Philippines. 


Sociologist Ricardo Abad, the moderator/director of 
anghalang Ateneo, likewise carefully draws 
connections between the plays and aspects of local 
culture and contemporary events. The synergy 
between Abad’s culcurally-rvoted directorial vision and 
Bemal’s designs is what has made Tang? 
productions powerful and memorab 
illustrious tradition of dramatics in the Ateneo begun 
in the carly 1920s by Fr. H Irwin, SJ, and 
spans the Grade School's Children's Theater and the 
High School's Dulaang Sibol. 


1970 


id excellence | 


Providing Opportunities 


Education is key to nation-building, 
and the Ateneo has taken this to heart 
by providing educational opportunities 
to financially needy students and 
working to improve public education 
in our country. 


Every year, the Ateneo allocates fully fifteen percent 
of its gross tition revenue as scholarships for 
students who are in need of financial assistance to 
pursue a college degree at the Ateneo. This is in 
addition to funded scholarships from the Ateneo 
Scholarship Foundation and individual donors. At 
the graduate level, teachers and staff of any 
educational institution pursuing graduate studies at 
the Ateneo's Loyola Schools receive an automatic 
fifty percent tuition scholarship. 


At the 2004 Metrobank Foundation’s Search for 
Outstanding Teachers, representatives from the 
‘Ateneo beamed with pride: Manuel Dy, Jr. Ph.D. . 
professor of philosophy, had won at the Tertiary 
Level. But another source of pride was the fact that 
two other awardees, Genersol Monton of Fort 
Bonifacio High School (Makati City) and Allan 
Canonigo of New Ormoc City National High 
School (Ormoc City) were both graduates of 
Ateneo's teacher education programs. 


Becoming God's 
Light in the World 


The Ateneo believes in the total 
development of its students. It is with 
this conviction that thé Ateneo 
education has three major 
components: very strong programs of 
study. in the professional fields 
providing the best preparation for their 
chosen careers, a very strong liberal 
humanistic education through the Core 
Curriculum, and a holistic and 
integrated non-academic formation 
program focusing on leadership, 
character, spirituality, and service. 
There is a strong emphasis on student- 
centered learning: the formation of 
students into resourceful, creative, and 
motivated lifelong learners who are 
reflective, analytical, and strategic in 
their thinking, 


This well-rounded education aimed at the total 
formation of students is the reason why student life 
Ateneo is a very enriching and Tulflling 
erienee. All students partake of this, even the 
who have to practice daily 10 compete in 


soo 1990 


“The Ateneo Center for Educational Development 
(ACED) is on its seventh year of training elementary 
and high school teachers from Metro Manila public 
schools in English, Math, and Science, Faculty 
members of the Loyola Schools also assist the 
fledgling Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Marikina to 
pursue its dreams of becoming a good city 


The Ateneo has had a long history of serving public 
school students. The Tulong Dunong Program 
started in the High Schoo! in 1975 is one excellent 
example. The Pathways for Higher Education 
program is another. Started in April 2002 with the 
support of Synergeia and the Ford Foundation, the 
Pathways program obtains scholarships for 
financially needy but deserving students and assists 
in the development of their communities. It has 
grown beyond the confines uf the Atenco de Manila 
and now involves parer institutions around the 
country from as far away as General Santos City in 
Mindanso. 


Whether it is Talong Dunong, Path 

these experiences help students and faculty to reflect 
on the values and structures of our society, and on 
their love for Gad and fellowmen, and invite them 
toa personal conversion. It is only then that service 
and excellence will have purpose and meaning, 


very demanding sports. Thus, a good number of 
Ateneo athletes are also Deans Listers, academic 
achievers and student leaders. 


‘The Jesuir tradition of educating the whole person 
is the major theme thar runs through the academic 
and non-academic programs and formation activities 
(oF the Areneu, thea as now: The total development 
of students in professional excellence, leadership, 
character, spirituality and service is at the heart of 
an Ateneo education, L is what shines brightest and 
what means rhe most. 


The Ateneo endures because its children never forget. 
For fife at the Ateneo is a journey of discovery: of 
‘one’s self, of orhers in the world, of God. Ultimately, 
it is a journey into God's fight, and a discovery of 
how this light can be shared uniquely with the world. 
What one gains in his or her unique journey at the 
Ateneo becomes an integral part of one’s person 
forever. The journey ends in a realization that the 
mission to be Lax in Domino, God's light in the world, 
to keep the light burning brightly through 
enerations, is the Ateneo way. 


ay The 27" Century Ateneo 


1972 
Proclamation 1081 places the 
country under martial law, 
1973 
‘The School of Arts and Sciences 
becomes co-educational. 
1964 
{Father General appoints Ateneo alumnus 
Horacio de la Costa, 5.J. Provincial of the 
Philippine Province of the Society of Jesus. 


1977 
‘Ateneo Professional Schools relocate to 
Salcedo Village, Makati. 


People Power topples the È 


1986 


Marcos dictatorship. 


Ateneo Professional Schools 


2000 


The Ateneo School of Arts and Sciences 
restructures into the four Loyola Schools. 


2004 
iThe Ateneo is 145, 


1998 


relocate to Rockwell Center j 
in Makati. 
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2002 
The Church of the Gesi:'s 
completed and dedicated, 


ka 
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Ateneo in Ever Greater Service to the Nation 


T the tradition of Ignatius’ Contemplation on the Incarnation, our vision of 
tlie Ateneo of the future begins with looking at the Philippines and the world of 
out time. We see signs of a threatened future, of a nation at risk of breakdown. 
We also see signs of hope: a growing number of individuals and organizations 
teaching out and creating hope. Our vision then is for the Ateneo of the future to 
commit itself firmly on the side of hope, to be an Ateneo focused on out mission 
of greater service to the nation, forming strong leaders committed to the public 
good and creating institutions that build communities and the nation. 


Leaders for the Future 

‘The Ateneo has always scen itself as a 
school for leaders. In the face of a more 
competitive world and the growing needs 
of our country, the need for more and 
better leaders has become even more 
pressing, 


There is already a more intense focus on 
leadership formation in the University 


Our Office for Mission and Identity and 
Organizational Development (OMIOD) 
is now focused on programs to pre 
farure leaders, Jesuit and ly, for the Ateneo 
de Manila and other Jesuit institutions 


With the Ninoy and Cory Aquino Center 
for Leadership and with the help of 
Gonzaga University’s program 

Leadership Studies we will do research on 


effective leadership in the Philippine 
setting and create programs for academic 
taining and personal formation for future 
leaders 


Center for Student Leadership 

Next year a new four-storey Center for 
Student Leadership will rise in the Loyola 
Schools, It will house most of the student 
organizations and bring together the offices 
of the formation programs in leadership 
skills, personal growth, spirituality, and 
social concern and involvement. [twill be 
an icon of Ateneo's commitment to 
preparing leaders for the furure 


Measuring ourselves against the best 
Pan a wo 

competion and a nation in ever greater 
need, this service demands new and higher 
levels of excellence. We have embarked on 
benchmarking with the best grade schools 
and high schools in Singapore. We have 
Jeamed from them that their achievement 
is based on a commitment to solid 
fundamentals, to strong partnership 
between school and home, and to school 
structures that protect learning, and 
formation time. 


J of greater international 


Ateneo teams have competed against 
the best in the world in international 
debate, in the Jessup moot court 
competition, in computer 
programming, and in choral contests. 
‘They have shown that with training and 
hard work we can run with the best. 


We will continue to measure ourselves 
against the best and prepare our 
students to serve with excellence in an 
internationally competitive world. 


Building institutions for 
national development 

‘Through the 19715 and 19805 we spoke 
much of changing unjust structures. 
We realize today that building a better 
future demands as well that we build 
good institutions, graced structures 
Among the institutions for building a 


its new home and in the same 
compound through a generous 
donation from Meralco. It will be a 
School of Medicine, committed to 
preparing the clinician of the future 
by bringing together the strong 
academic traditions of Atenco College 
and the expertise of the outstanding 
clinicians of The Medical City. It w 
also be a School of Public Health, 
committed to making a difference in 
the health needs of the majority of 
pinos. To address the pressing 
needs of society, the clinician will 
need to be a manager and a leader. 
The School will thus provide a dual 
degree of Doctor of Medicine/ 
Master of Management. An ambitious 
goal, but Ateneu believes thar he 
for the many is central to our dream 
of a better future for our country. 


BRE 


Opent 


berter future, Atenco has been focusing 
on those that build capability for the 
many. Among these institutions and 
programs are: 


Research focused on areas 
critical for national development 
Governance through the Ateneo 
School of Government 

Health through the Leaders for 
Health Program and the future 
Ateneo School of Medicine and 
Public Health 

Basic education through the 
Ateneo Center for Educational 
Development, Pathways to 
Higher Education, Tulong 
Dunong, and teacher-training 
programs of the Loyola Schools 
Building homes and communities 
with Gawad Kalinga 


Ateneo School of Medicine and 
Public Health 

The most important new school 
initiative is the Areneo School of 
Medicine and Public Health to begin 
in school year 2007. This is in 
partnership with The Medical City at 


Among the newest programs in the 
Loyola Schools are those in Fine Arts, 
anchored on our humanist tradition and 
beginning in 1999 with th sin 


strengths of the Ateneo. Approve 
principle in 2000, che programs ia Art 
Management and Information Design 
were officially launched in 2003 and 
2004 respectively. Ari Management 
antage of the Ateneo Art 
ys substantial study collection of 
Philippine arr and its tie-up with 
the recently renovated Ayala Museum 
and the Lopez muscum. Information 
Design brings together communication 
theory, information management, IT 
and art direction and design. The Fine 
Anis Program is aggressively pursuing 
the upgrading and improvement of its 
facilities and studio. 


Study Abroad 
The Loyola Schools has embarked on 
innovative programs for arerm of study 
abroad for our students One of the first 
groups went to Budapest, Hungary on a 
program run by a Freach School of 


145 


Management. They studied with 
colleagues from France and other 
countries in Europe and Asia. They 
travelled extensively to Italy, France, and 
Germany: For them, internationalization 


and multi-cultural learning are no longer 


just a notion, but a lived experience. We 


‘now have arrangements for our students 
to spenda term in universities in Europe, 


US, Japan, China, and Hong Kong, 


id 


International Partnerships 
Online Learning 


The Ateneo is committed to a stronger 
“Think Philippines” program Focused on 
knowing our country better and growing 
in a deeper love for her. In the new 
Araling Panlipunan series in the Grade 
School and High School we are 
committed to the teaching of Philippine 
geography, history, and culture that will 
inculcate deeper love of country. 


Vision and Mission 
Our vision and mission is to build leaders 
and institutions for the future 


Tnternationalization and the pursuit of 


excellence alsa invite us to international 
partnership. The Ateneo Graduate 


School of Business has been partnering 


with Regis University in Denver in 

ive management programs for 
working professionals. Ateneo will also 
be partnering with Regis in online 
courses beginning with Management 
and IT. The Konrad Adenauer Center 
for Journalism at the Ateneo now offers 
an online Masters in Journalism. 


The Ateneo of the farure will engage 
in more international partnerships and 
online learning, We are privileged tu be 
part of a nerwork of 28 Jesuit colleges 
and universes in the US. and over a 
hundred Jesuit institutions of higher 
learning worldwide 


Love of country 
Our teachers who have been going on 
benchmarking visits to Singapore were 
struck to find that in practically every 
class they attended, the teacher would 
ask the students to “Think Singapore”. 
How can what they are teaching and 
learning make a di 
country? Faculty And students who 
went to a China program in Beijing last 
spring were also much moved by the 
ep love of country of all whom they 
met. They have returned with a stronger 
commitment to do more, to teach and 
develop love of country 


rence for their 


able to excel and compete in an 
internationalizing world 

committed to use this excellence and 
competitiveness ro help build a better 
Future for our people 

coming from spirituality and a deep 
Jove of God and vur people. 


The Ateneo Community in service 
of one another and the nation 

Whar the Ateneo de Manila is today after 
145 years is the achievement of the 
Atenco community through the years: 
Jesuits, parents, alumni and alumnae, 
faculty staff, administrators, students, and 
friends. 


Through the crises of the Philippine 
revolution of 1896, the fire of 1932, 
World War Il, Edsa Uno and Edsa Dos, 
through the ups and downs of the 
Philippine economy, we always came 
together for one another and for the 
nation. 


We begin our countdown today for our 
csquicentenaial, our 150P anniversary, in 
2009. 


“The same spirit and sense of community 
will ensure an Ateneo in greater service 
of one another and the nation in 2009. 


PROGRAM @FFERINGS 


GRADE SCHOOL. 
Primary Schoal (Prep wo Grade 3} 
Middle School (Grade 4 10 7) 


HIGH SCHOOL 


I Year wf Yeu 
LOYOLA SCHOOLS 


SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES 
Dero Progen m. 

Philosophy 

Theulogy 


Masters Prgrens ii 

Engish Language & J erature Teaching" 

Taterary & Cultural Studies 

Literature (Filipino? 

Literature (filipino), major in 
Creative Writing 
"Teaching Literate 

Philosophy? 

“Teaching Philosophy** 

Pastoral Studies 

Pastoral Ministry ** 

Religious Fducation*** 

“Theological Studies 


Undergodnaie Prarie in 
Art Management (BFA AN) 
Creative Wig (BEA CXS, 
Humanines (A15 HUN) 
Information Design (BFA ID) 
Interdnciphoury Salis “AB 1S) 
Lerarue-Fingish (AB LATENG) 
Lieranure Filipina (AB LIEIL) 
Philosophy (AB PI) 

Philosophy: Pre- Divinity Track 
(AB PH-PREDIV) 
“Theatre Ara (BPA TA) 


| ENGIN 
“| Doctora Progra: in 


JOHN GOKONGWEI 
SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 
Undergradaate Programs it 
Communications Technology 
‘Management (BS COMTECH) 
Legal Management (BS LM) 
Management (BS NGT) 
Management-Honors? (BS MGT-H) 
Management Engineering? (BS M 
Management of Applied Chemistry 
(BS MAG) 


SCHOOL OF SCIENCE AND 
RING 


Chemisury 
$ Gompuier Science 


Mathematics 
Physics 


Maater’ Prone iy 
Biology"? 
Biology Fducation™** 
Chemistry** 
vention 

‘Computer Science 
Information Techaology*** 
Environmental Managementtte 
‘Mathematies** 
‘athematies Fetucation*+ 
Phesieste 
Physics Eduewtion™** 
Science Fiducation, major in 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

General Sciences 


pdergradaate Prgcows in 
Biology“ (BS BIO) 
Chemistry" (BS CH) 
Applied Computer 
CH-ACS) 


Bogincering (BS CH-N 

Computer Hagincering (BS COE 

‘Computer Science" (BS CS) 

Electronics & Communications 

ineering (BS ECF) 

Management Information Systems 
(BS MIS) 

Mathematics" (BS MLA) 

Appbed Math: Computational Science” 
(@SANQ 

BS/AIS Applied Math: Mathematical 
Finance? (BSMI AMF) 

Physics? (BS PS) 

Applied Physics with Applied Computer 
Systems" (BS PS-ACS) 

Physics/Alaterials Science and 
Fngineering (BS PS-MSF) 

Health Sciences" (BS HSQ 


SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Doctor Pragrams mm 
Economics 
Psychulugy, major in 
Clinical Psychology 
Social-Urganizstional Psychology 
Sociology 


Master Programes in 
Anthropology 
Applied Sociology 8 Anthropology 
Communication” 


Education, major in 
Basic Education Teaching?” 
Educational Administration 
Guidance and Counseling 


Information Technology Imegration'*4 


Reading 

History** 

Japanese Studies 

Political Science, major in Global 
Politics" 

Psychology, concentration in 
‘Applied Social Peychology** 
Counseling Psychology” 
Developmental Peychalogy?? 
IndusiriakOnganizauonal 

Psychology” 

Psychology 

Social Development 

Sociology 


Undergraduate Programs in 
Communicmion (AB COM) 
Development Studies (AB DS) 
Feunumics (AB EC, 

Feonomics-Honors* (AB 1EC-H) 
European Studies (AB EU) 

History (AB HI) 

Management Feonomics (AB MEQ) 
Poliical Science (AB POS) 
Psychology (AB PSY) 

Social Sciences (AB SOS) 
Psychology” (BS PSY) 


ATENEO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS 


GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
(AGSB) 
Aasters in Business Adminstration 
andard Program 
Middle Managers 
Regis Program 
Health Care Management 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
INSTITUTE (AITI) 
Master‘ Programs in 
Information Technology 
Information Management 


Diploma in Information Technology 


SCHOOL OF LAW (LAW) 
Juris Doctor (29 Program 


SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT (ASG) 
Masters m Pube Management 


T Hovor Program 
Thesis & Nowtbesis Options 
te N anthesis 


for more information please 
visit our website at 
http://www.admu.edu.ph 
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Stella Gonzales, Alya Honasan, Esther Dipasupi Arles Espinosa 
Photo Consultant Boy Cabrido 

Graphic Designers Marlone Rubio, Ernie Sambo, Belen Belesario, 
‘Albert Rodriguez, Steph Bravo, LA. Mistades 

Editoria Assistønts Bort Deloso, Lul Varco, Jel Paradeza, 
Nancy Carvajal, Allan Mortel, Toto Lati 

Technical Assistants Adelle Geraldo, Loule Bacani, Genle Lagman 
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I HEARD the news today, 
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For anyone who feels the beat and gets the 
rhythm, every day at the Philippine Daily Inquir- 
ercould bea jam session. 

All right, “jam session” is dated. But although. 
the company presidents perception of the PDI 
newsdesk's composition as being of Woodstock 
vintage is fairly accurate, the editorial routine re- 
calls rock 'n? roll before and beyond that celebrated 
hippie “happening.” 

This is why Elvis, demigod of the '50s, is our 

19th anniversary mascot. And this is 

why we're telling this little story in 

words borrowed from some of the 
greatest rock songs of all time. 

The Inquirer Rocks at 19. 
“Smoke on the water, fire in the 
sky” made this possible instead 
of inhibiting it. 

Stories are invariably driven 
by “More Than a Feeling.” 

“Bad Moon Rising”? “Highway 
to Hell”? “Another Brick in the 
Wall”? A “Revolution”? No ob- 
stacle is ever big enough for 
these journalists “Born to 
Run’—all right, sometimes 
“Born to be Wild.” 

A “Purple Haze" scenario 
seems strangely insignificant. 
They will never “Let It Be,” 
“Jude,” they “Won't Get Fooled.” 
“Paranoia” is a virtue. 

Oh, but accuracy is their 
mantra, Check, recheck, check 
once more, “cause you know 
sometimes words have two 
meanings,” even those uttered 
while climbing the “Stairway to 
Heaven.” 

Still, if the editors never “get 
no satisfaction,” it’s because the 
operative word in the newsroom 
is supposed to be “passion.” 
Their constant demand: “Light 
My Fire.” Thats right, even if re- 
porters have to “Shake, Rattle & 
Roll” or “lose their religion.” 

Yes, we can sound like Guns N' 

Roses hissing, “Welcome to the Jun- 
gle,” and yet U2's “Sunday, Bloody 
Sunday” is not always acceptable as a 
theme. Instead, we dare insist on Posi- 
tive Sundays, because the Ingumen was 
listening, too, when Paul McCartney plead- 
id ed, “Well you know that its a fool who plays it cool 
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by making the world a little colder.” 
‘Translation: You may say we are dreamers, but we're not the only 
f: Í ones. Why, even Megadeth tried to make people realize that “Peace Sells.” 
Hef Though it does take a "Whole Lotta Love.” 
} Some people may roll their eyes: “Excuse me while kiss the sky” 
À ‘They mayssee the Inquirer as a “Crazy Train,” a stable of “Wild Horses.” 
What it really is, is a “Free Bird,” a “Bohemian Rhapsody,” 
‘And it’s never “Dazed and Confused.” It's never “Yesterday.” 
‘Most ofall, it's “a lovely place ... such a lovely place.” 
—Emmie Velarde, 
Assistant Entertainment Editor 
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focuses his lens on the Super generation. 


Super! view of the new and now 


By Tim Yap 
Editor and creative director, 
Inquirer Super! 


FOR PREVIOUS generations, rock and 
roll proved to be the best escape froma 
mundane existence born out of a desire 
to break away from the system and go 
against the mold of the ho-hum. 

Something that the INquineR is very 
much used to, the fear of going with 
what used to be tagged as “anti-estab- 
lishment" added to the thrill of the 
movement, adding to the popularity of 
rock scene legends Chuck Berry, Elvis 
Presley, the Beatles and the like. There 
was something goosebump-inducing in 
having delight in something that was 
deemed illicit 

“Rock and roll is here to stay"—the 
old ditty chose to repeat itself, maybe 
thinking that if it repeated itself enough 
(19 times, I guess?), that it would be a 
self fulfilling prophecy for the musical 
genre that our grandparents grooved 
to. 

Fast forward to now, and we see the 
tide shift toward the direction of “the 
‘other side,” with this era forever in cele- 
bration of “what-is-old-is-new-again." 
Not that it ever left. Every generation 
takes pride in its ability to let their hair 
down, and “rock and roll.” 

Rock and roll really is here to stay, it 
just takes different forms. From the dis- 
co culture of the "80s to the rave scene 
of the'90s to the R&B/ hip hop royalties 
of now, young people will forever have 
thedesire to get down and dirty. 

For what better time to do it but 


now? Knowing fully well that we are 
given much freedom, we practice as 
much responsibility with our actions as 
much as we know how to. The differ- 
ence is, what was considered under- 
ground and taboo before is what is 
mainstream nov. 

‘The Super generation is given free 
rein to explore its potentials and experi- 
ence everything that comes with it. 
Technology makes everything fast—ev- 
erything that this generation needs it 
can get within the wave of its hand—or 
finger, for that matter. 

Style, urban living, pop culture, en- 
tertainment and recreation all play big 
parts in the ever evolving movement of 
this Super generation, who choose to 
not just live it—but live it in super-sized 
proportions. 

To balance a full-time career with an 
active social life. To focus on a profes- 
sion at the same time indulge in one's 
passions. This time, it’s not about “ei- 
ther, or,” but about “both, and more." 

Having the best of both 
worlds--thats the Super generation's 
ideal. Another term tagged to people 
like us is the “slasher” generation. One 
is never just tied to a single thing. A 
graphic designer slash entrepreneur 
slash teacher slash civic volunteer. A 
call center employee slash accessories 
designer slash student slash fictionist. 
And so on. The slashes are endless. 

So, how do we rock and roll? By do- 
ing all of the above, and more. We can 
still gyrate to our favorite house or R&B 
7 hip hop tunes. We will still listen to 
our Paul van Dyk and Hed Kandy tunes 


KEEP UP THE 


on our iPods, download our favorite lo- 
gos and ringtones on our cell phone, 
and still know how itis to hand-write a 
love letter, or compose a poem for a 
loved one. 

We will still run to a rave at the NBC 
Tent, even if we totally got sloshed mid- 
week dancing to R&B at Greenbelt. We 
will still flock to a Bamboo or River- 
maya gig and watch the latest episode 
ofa star searching reality show or catch 
"The Buzz.” The clubs, TV shows, per- 
formance venues—pop culture in gen- 
eral-have housed the way we rock and 
the way we roll. 

‘Another mecca that has housed this 
Super generation is the gym. With the 
body being the temple of this genera- 
tion's soul, self improvement has be, 
come part and parcel to daily living. 
Gym is the new church, as exercise has 
become the new ecstasy. 

Here at the INguien, rocking at 19 
has never been more Super! Each day, 
we ty our best to live our lives like it 
was our last chance to rock and roll. We 
aim to bring to our readers our view of 
pop--the new and the now, and how it 
can enrich their lives. 

As the new baby of this 19-year-old 
institution, we have been called “the 
spoiled brats” of this publication—part 
of the birth pangs of a paper dedicated 
to “balanced news, fearless views.” We 
have become the breakthrough baby 
(at 1-1/2 years young) crying out loud 
for change. 

Redefining the rules (from deadlines 
to newspaper styles) and going out of 
the box (more like, making boxes ex- 
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plode) has become part of our weekly 
battle plan as we wade through the ur- 
ban jungle of newspaper publishing. 

So far, the results have been fulfill- 
ing. From a measly two-section Su- 
perl, we are now averaging eight per 
week, and the pool of writers, artists, 
photographers and contributors and 
most importantly, readers, continues 
to grow. 

And this isjust the beginning. 

‘Our aim for Super! is to continue to 
rock and roll for the next 19 years, and 
beyond. 

For our first anniversary, we started 
our “I am Super!" awards, paying trib- 
ute to true blue rockers—the movers 
and shakers of this era—19 individuals 
whose contribution ro pop culture is 
undeniable. 

‘We hope to continue with this tradi- 
tion as we grow younger and wiser with 
the Inquirer each year. 

Reader empowerment has always 
been at the forefront of our goals, so we 
put regular features in Super! such as 
Superfriends (where readers can inter- 
act with other Super! folk such as them- 
selves) and “Caption, my caption” 
(where itis the readers themselves who 
supply the captions to photos chosen by 
the Super! staff). 

As the youngest child of the INQUIRER 
family, we at Super! congratulate every- 
one who has been rocking before us, 
and those who are rocking with us now. 
We are happy to be rocking with all of 
you—editors, writers and read- 
ers—and hope you'll continue to rock 
with us for 19 more years, and beyond. 
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By PDI Research 


7 Rank ottne toure among national cru 
lated broadsheets in terms of readership. * 


O suber ot ‘years (1994-2002), the Inowrren 
has topped the annual Asia Research Organiza- 
tion's tr-media readership survey. 2 


2G rorcentage of surveyed Mero Mania 
readers whose best newspaper is PDI who said 
that they read the Inouen because it is unbi- 
ased, objective, balanced news report or 
“walang kinikilingan o pinapanigan.” The next 
top two reasons cited for reading the luouirer 
are: itis "kumpleto sa balita (complete news)" 
(17percent) and fighter or fearless, “walang 
takot na batikusin ang sinuman (without fear ot 
anyone)" (9 percent) 


54 Si 56 Percentage of mallers surveyed 


who said that they read the Inouiaer: also of 
bookworms, of music lovers, of credit card 
holders, of video watchers, and of TV viewers 
surveyed who said the same thing. 


59 Percentage of cell phone owners sur- 
veyed who said that their top choice among the 
broadshaets is the Inoumen: also the percentage 
of golfers surveyed who said the same thing 


61 Percentage of members of Class ABC 
surveyed who said that they read the INOUIRER, 
when asked what newspaper did they read to- 
day or yesterday. 


62 percentage otPhitppine Internet users 
surveyed who said they access INO7.net regu- 
larly for news. 


6 3 Percentage of car owners surveyed who 
said they read the Inouinen. 


7 0 Percentage of household heads sur- 
veyed who said they prefer to read the Inouinen. 


73 Percentage of travelers surveyed who 
said the Inoue is their top choice; also the 
percentage of business owners or proprietors 
who said the same thing. 


74 Percentage of sports enthusiasts sur- 
veyed who said they prefer to read the INOUIRER. 


79 Percentage of managers and profession- 
als who said in a survey that they read the In- 
curren. 


94 Percentage of broadsheet readers who 
have completed their degrees or have taken 
graduate school courses who said ina survey 
that they read the Inouirer. 


210 iisat unser otawaras receives by 
the Ivouieer and staff as of Nov. 22, 2004. 


4 3 DOO numer orres esimateato 


have been saved by the Inquirer New Paper 
Drive. Now on its fourth year, the program has 
recycled more than 230,000 kilos of old newspa- 
pers, with the help of over 400 institutions. Early 
this year, the program earned for the InquineR 
two awards: the Gold Quill and the Anvil awards. 


7 02 0 0 0 Estimated number of read- 


ers on weekdays of Inquirer Libre, he nouns 
free newspaper for riders of the MRT and LRT. 


1,000,000 sero nurveror 


unidue visitors per month of Inquirer.net, four times 
the average number of unique visitors in 2000. 


2,106,000 iver numseror 


Filipinos who read the ouien. 
35,000 000 serge nner 
of page views per month of ING7.net. 
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To find jewels 
in the dust 


By Rosario A. Garcellano 
Associate Editor for Readership 


CONNECTION with readers has been a 
constant activity of the Inque in all its 
years of existence. Now, a year shy of two 
decades, it continues to make the effort 
of connecting, to ever strengthen the ties 
that bind us to the great mass out there 
‘who invests enormous meaning on our 
enterprise of publishing and advocacy. 

A paradox characterizes modern 
times. In this cutting-edge age when 
communication is faster than what could 
‘once be imagined, when the sights and 
sounds of war and other human 
tragedies reach breakfast tables even be- 
fore the smoke and tears can dissipate, 
the preponderance of information, the 
sheer surfeit of it, is often among the ca- 
sualties. 


Rare commodities 

Time and attention are now rare com- 
modities in the business of living, and 
the information provided by the media, 
once the way to start one's day, now of- 
ten acquires the dimensions of a 
one-way street. This is the way it often 
goes in this country of our affections and 
despair, where, for the attention of cer- 
tain readers, a newspaper has to com- 
pete with the rocketing cost of keeping 
body and soul together, (Or, at the other 
end of the spectrum where young people 
celebrate themselves in the manner of 
Rimbaud though without the elegant 
susurrus of his verse, to connect in terms 
oftheir language and song.) 

‘The Inquier is aware of its responsi- 
bility as a stalwart of Philippine journal- 
ism and strives to maintain its footing in 
the marketplace of ideas. It recognizes 
and has duly adapted to the changing 
needs and demands of its readers at the 
same time that it reiterates its commit- 
‘ment to inform, educate and serve as cat- 
alyst to social development. (Or, on the 
side, as the young would expect of a 


newspaper in tune with Beyonce, to par- 


= ty. Even our dourest journalists might 


agree that conflict between running po- 
litical news and running breathless tid- 
bits on the spas and ski slopes of enter- 
tainment is not necessarily s0.) 


Fast-fact boxes 

To aid readers on the run, its reports 
on power rate increases, pork barrel and 
crime as well as momentous octurrences 
such as catastrophes or landmark court 
rulings are complemented by charts, ta- 
bles, sidebars and fast-fact boxes. 
Marked “In the Know” or "What Went 
Before,” required to be short and sweet, 
these boxes are designed for quick ab- 
sorption. They are aimed at providing 
readers background and context and, 
along with the main reports, at assisting 
them in comprehending an eventand ap- 
prehending its impact on their daily 
lives. (Memory comes short. The Ingu- 
ER is committed to galvanize it.) 

‘On Sundays, the INQUIRER makes a de- 
liberate effort to relax, to momentarily 
set aside the grit of life as we have come 
to know it and to focus on its (few) plea- 
sures like a lover with a slow hand. it's a 
challenging task, sometimes close to im- 
possible to meet given the lay of this land 
where children die of hunger as their 
grief-maddened mothers watch. But we 
strive to deliver, whether in words o: 
pictures. 


Different from the families 

We find jewels in the dust and we pro- 
duce stories of “common” folk—women, 
men and children of uncommon val- 
‘or—stories told in a style different from 
the daily run, different but familiar and 
dear. (Does this mask the existing reali- 
ty? We think not. We mean to relay, even 
if in spurts and starts, messages of pride 
and hope.) 

To help readers come to grips with the 
recent storms and typhoons that 
wrought death and destruction in Luzon, 


INQUIRER 


READ ON THE RUN: Reaching breakfast tables even before the sm 


the Ingumen news bureaus sought, and 
continue to seek, to put a human face on 
the unrelenting details—the wide swath 
of misery, the horrific jumble of wood 
and human lives wrought by the deadly 
rush of earth and water triggered by hu- 
man greed. We mean to desensitize the 
jaded; to present in words and pictures 
‘what great numbers of people have come 
to and how they got there; to back cold 
figures with warm (or once-warm) bod- 
ies and the bits and pieces of their broken 
lives; to show how volunteers have per- 
formed even beyond their own expecta: 
tions. And, from there, help readers pin- 
point responsibility. 
‘Connection. Daily. I's a continuing ef 

fort, a commitment, of the Inguraea. 


joke and tears can dissipate. 


‘STALWART OF PHILIPPINE JOURNALISM: Recognizing and adapting to the needs 


and demands of our readers, 


‘So you think you know a lot about the ouia- 
Take this quiz and find out. 

1. Which PDI section has condoms hanging 

fromits ceiling? 

2. Whoare the members of the PDI board? 

3. Who is the oldest and who is the youngest 

PDI employes? 

“4, What was the first street price of the Ioui- 

a? 

5. What was the total number of pages in the 

Ihowaents first issue? 

5. How many employees did the inoumen 


have when it started? 

7. Where are Print Town's plant sites local- 
ed? 

8. What Philippine editions of global publica- 
tions does Print Town produce? 

9. On what occasion did ING7 reach its 
all-time high number of page views? 

10. Where can you buy inoumen souvenirs? 
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TOWN 
The Best Way to Put Ink on Paper 


Through the yea We have been part of the team that brings the news to your doorstep. 
Our newspaper presses, FEP Printing Corp. and Alliance Media Printing Inc, prints the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Inquirer Libre, Cebu Daily News, Bandera and Tumbok. Apart 
from these local titles, we also print the Asian Wall Street Journal and the 

International Herald Tribune. As we continue to find the best way to put ink on paper, 
we have expanded and now print books and magazines through our commercial 


printing arm, Lexmedia Digital Corp. 


At Lexmedia, we've invested in the latest equipment and built a production platform 
that serves the publisher's needs first and foremost. As your business partner, we offer 
a complete printing solution -- a fully digital prepress, world-class print quality, 
state-of-the-art bindery and a full range of post-press and delivery services. 


Heidelberg CD102-5 
15,000 impressions per hour 
Front & back gatefold Kolbus Soft-Cover 
Perfect Binding Line 
a Í Binding capacity of 140,000 
Heidelberg M-600 A24 
Won paga magazines per day 
Capability to produce 120,000 
f 160- 
ere 160-page magazine in a ard 
| Trendsetter Quantum Il CTP 
4 10 micron stochastic screen 


ALLIANCE 4) PRINTING ®© Lexmepia 
y CORPORATION S A g 


Garden Level, Corinthian Plaza, 
Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 1200 
Tel 811.33.83 « Fax 811.32.26 
email: info@printtown.ph + www.printtown.ph 
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Wow! 


By Stella O. Gonzales 
Editor, Inquirer News Service 


TT was the product of several brainstorming 
sessions by a team of Inquinen senior editors 
and management people, including PDI presi- 
dent Sandy Prieto-Romualdez. 

“The group was thinking of ways by which the 
Inquire and its media affiliates could reach as 
many people as possible. 

‘Then came the idea of having a special report 
that would simultaneously run in the InquiRER, 
Inquirer Libre, IngTV, INQ7.net, and Inquirer 
Publication tnts Cebu Daily News, Bandera 
and Tumbok. 

But choosing the topic for the report was not 
easy. 

“The team agreed that the report must be 
something non-political so as not to tum off the 
public, It must be a gut issue that most Filipinos 
could relate to and would want to read about. 
And it must be something the INgumtx could 
produce in a short time. 

Several topics were suggested. Some were 
quite interesting, but could not be produced 
right away. 

"Then someone asked: “What about cell 
phone theft?” 

Each member of the team started recounting 
stories about their own experiences or their 
family members or their friend's or relative's or 
colleague's 

Tr was then the team knew it had a hit. 

Cell phone theft was the country’s most 
common street crime, thieves were killing peo- 
ple over cell phones, and there was no indica- 
tion thatthe situation was about to improve. 


Dividing the work 

‘The team agreed that Libre, IngTV and INQ7 
would produce their own set of stories. INQUIRER 
was to have its own stories, which would also be 
uploaded in the INQ7 website. 

Associate editor for readership Chato Gar- 
cellano shepherded the Inquiten’s Metro Mani- 
la reporters to work on the stories. She sifted 
through their sometimes long stories, chopped 
them into a more readable length, and merged 
those that were related. 

IngTV's John Nery edited the stories submit- 
ted by PDI's four provincial bureaus, and these 
appeared in the Across the Nation page. 

Ar director Lynert Vilariba was in charge of 
layout anid photo consultant Boy Cabrido gave 
the assignments to PD's photographers. 

Cebu Daily News and Bandera ran the stories 
produced by the Inquirer, while Tumbok ran 
those produced by Libre. 

‘The result was a first in Philippine media his- 
tory: 22 related stories in seven media outlets, 
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‘TEAM EFFORT: The first special convergence report that came out Sept. 14, 2004 


¢ Show, not tell? 


By John Nery 
Executive Producer, IngTV 


WHAT makes a story prepared for TV differ- 
ent, in essence, From one writren for a news- 
paper or a website? Last September's “conver- 
gence” special report was a terrific opportu 

ty to discover the answer. 

‘The series helped focus the InqTV team’s re- 
solve to do stories that only TV can do. In the spe- 
cial report, it became clear that the task facing 
IngTV was simple: to show, rather than tell. To 
this end, Inquiae reporter Luige del Puerto 
worked closely with IngTV producer Kitkat 
Wenceslao to verify anecdotal evidence, case ac- 
tual cell phone theft hor spots, and then shoot on 
location. 


IngTV also decided to dedicate the week's 
teractive Tanong ng Bayan segment to the issue. 
We asked: Nakawan ng cellphone, ano'ng solusy- 
on? 
‘As expected, the issue generated a rousing 
few blamed the victim. The fol- 
ing message from Catherine of Sultan Ku- 
darat was representative of hundreds: “wing 
mgna2kw kng wing ta2nga tanga.” Hundreds 
also called for stricter execution of tougher 
laws, including the cutting off of offenders’ 
arms. (Call this the Saudi option.) And then 
there were the texters, like Eric of Taytay, who 
waxed sarcastic and political: “get pgma 2 
promise nt 2 do nythng abt th prblm. we shud 
xpet her 2 go back on her word & try2 solv it b4 
her 100th day n ofe!” 


Milk. The backbone 


See milk work. 


22 stories in 7 media outlets - 


¢ Humanize the 
technology angle 9 


By JV Rufino 
Editor in Chief INQ7.net 


‘THE CELL phone theft series of 
stories generated a lot of enthusi- 
asm from INQ7.net editors and 
reporters as we have long been 
covering mobile phone news in 
our breaking news and daily In- 
fotech section on the website 
Collaborating with our parent 
company and sister publications 
in the INQUIRER group was a 
chance to share our stories with 
local readers rather than with our 
predominantly overseas Filipino 
audience of close to a million 
readers. 

When we discussed what our 
contribution to the series would 
be, we decided that while tech- 
nology was the natural angle for 


the online arm of the Inquire td: 
take, we would need to “human 
ize” that angle to connect with 
non-online reader 5 

Hence, our main contribution 
to the series was a profile on Jun 
Lozada, a former telecommuni- 
cations executive who is now a 
dedicated anti-cell phone theft 
advocate. 

We also took readers behind 
the counters of cell phone repair 
shops and showed how techni- 
cians went around the safe- 
guards cell phone manufactur- 
ers had put in place to guard 
against theft. And our reporter 
discovered that cell phones can 
now be pawned just like jewelry. 
and watches—yet another way 
for thieves to fence stolen 
phones. 


¢ Ur celfone or ur lyf 3 


By Chito dela Vega 
Editorin Chief, Libre 


INQUIRER Libre had a special 
interest in the cell phone con- 
vergence story mainly because 
the topic affected the bulk of its 
readers— LRT and MRT com- 
muters. 

Most Libre readers, who 
commute daily to work or 
school, have either had a first- 
hand experience of cell phone 
theft or have a relative, friend 
or acquaintance who have had 
one, 

Using the statement ur cel- 
fone or ur lyf? :-( as a spring- 
board, Libre reporter Cathy C. 
Yamsuan, produced three sto- 


of our company. 


ries for the convergence series. 
For Day 1, we came out with the 
story “Segunda mano? Ingat 
kayo d'yan,” which warned the 
public that second-hand phones. 
could be stolen goods. Day2 had 
the story of a chronic cell phone 
theft victim, “Ayoko na ng cell 
phone.” 

Our concluding story was 
how the police solved the case 
of Christian Reyes, nephew of 
famed hairstylist Ricky Reyes. 
The younger Reyes was shot 
and killed when he refused to 
give up his cell phone (“Nasa 
yang na buhay dahil sa naka- 
wan 3 

Libre had the exclusive pho- 
tosof the suspects. 


Maricel Soriano, actross and son Tien. 
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WOMEN WHO ROCK: GMA jams wit ROCKIN’ WITH LAUGHTER: Getting happy ROCK OF AGES: Hearing the word from POLICE ROCK: Presenting a copy of Page One to presidential 

Inquirer president Sandy Prieto-Romualdez with presidential candidate Raul Roco, presidential candidate Bro. Eddie Villanueva, candidate Panfilo “Ping” Lacson, February 2004 

and chair Marixi Prieto during the February 2004 February 2004 

presidential campaign, March 2004 
n a oe yom aa raat ag 
DT Gai [sapal 


Putting them up with boxing champ 
and Inqutnen’s 2003 Man of the Year Manny 
Pacquiao, January 2004 


TOPROCKS:. GMA spends Thanksgiving with Inquinex management and editors, November 2004 


deter = Newsroom rocks, rolls 


Isagani Yambot, May 2003 


came to wine, 
dine, delight 


HEY shook, they rattled and 
| they rolled their way to the 
i Inquirer office in Makati all 
z throughout the years, some witha 5 
HUSHED ROCKS neath Seruia Eads tsansa big bang and the gang in tow, oth- ROCKING POLITICOS: Vice President BUSINESS ROCKS: Business maverick Jaime 
ers unannounced but ready to get Joseph Estradaand Sen. Edgardo Angara Augusto Zobel de Ayala and INQUIRER 
down till the break of dawn (or so ‘with Marixi Prieto in 1995 managing editor Joey Nolasco in 2000 


it seemed sometimes, ho-hum). 
But while other newspapers have 
to hunt these VIPs down, it was 
they who came knockin’ on PDI's 
door—to explain, to plead, to ex- 
pose, or simply to say thanks and 
break bread. We had the President, 
the presidentiables, men in uni- 
24 form, athletes with medals, even yh ! "KID ROCK: 
anidol with aflowerinherhair.  , J if f A toe 
And never mind what we did to 3 a Ni 2 Mfeld trip" to the 


their shoes, blue suede and other- oF eS 4 Y ingume office care 
ROCKING RED ALERT: AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya, Vice WISE. a paro! Op aalis 
Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Rodolfo Garcia and Maj. Gen. Cicero Castellano eptember 


‘explain the red alert status, November 2003 


CALLTHAT 
ROCK: Marixi 
Prieto with 
PLDT's Manny ROCK OF JUSTICE: Inquirer chair Marixi Prieto and publisher 
Pangilinan, 4 ` bagani Yarnbot play host to Chief Justice Hilario Davide, February PRESIDENTS WHO ROCK: Ingun staffers with former Presidents 
2001 A 2001 Corazon Aquino and Fidel V. Ramos at the launch of Page One, 1998 


d po u 
ROCK OF RESCUE: Social Welfare Secretary Dinky Soliman leads the Sagip Buhay meeting on emergency ROCK IDOL: Fil-Am “American Idol” finalist Jasmine Trias gets a colobrity welcome, ‘October 
humanitarian assistance for typhoon victims gt the INquinen office, December 2004 2004 
id kx 
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By Ruben Alabastro 
Day Newsdesk Consultant 


YOU CAN'T blame people when, on hearing 
that you have been a reporter for more than 
40 years, they shout from across the room 
and call you a dinosaur. 

‘That was how you felt the day you retired from 
the foreign news agency where you had worked 
for yeas, threw your few possessions into a black 
plastic bag, and left that office tower on Ayala, 
“dosing the door behind you for the last time. 

Still, you were consoled by one thought: 
Life, someone once wrote, is much more suc- 
cessfully looked at from a single window. 

‘Almost suddenly, the feeling that you had 
seen better times was gone. 

This April evening, you walked into the of- 
fices of the Philippine Daily Inquirer. You 
were, as they say, a “veteran” reporter, but 
you had spent all four decades of your adult 
life working for international news agencies, 
and it was the first time you were seeing the 
innards of a newspaper office. 

Every afternoon since then, you have been in 
the teeth of daily editorial conferences, sitting 
side by side with editors who seem to know ev- 
ery bit of gossip in town, and who decide which 
stories and pictures would appear on the front 
page the next day, and which would be pushed 
into virtual oblivion in the inside sections. 


Journalist's blood 

As darkness sets in, a woman in black 
walks in. You immediately recognize her. Isn't 
she the irrepressible editor who, years ago, 
earned the wrath of a dictator? 

Maybe the blood of a journalist never runs 
dry and soon, the woman in black is peering in- 
to every story—including headline and picture 


caption—that had been laid out on the front 
page for tomorrow's edition, worrying about 
how it could be improved or better presented. 

Asa news agency man, you wrote one, two or 
maybe three stories a day, and then headed to 
the nearest dive in town. Now, working at the In- 
‘quien desk, story after story passes through your 
hands even on a quiet day. You glance at the 
clock and see that your night is over, so soon. 

As a reporter for Agence France Presse, U 
ed Press International, The Associated Press and 
finally Reuters, you inevitably jumped on the 
news that a plane or a passenger ship had gone 
down. A quick check, and you learned that the 
casualty figures were low—they could be count- 
ed on your fingers—and you shoved the story in 
the back of your mind. 


Life in Asia is cheap 

Several foreign correspondents had told 
you that life in Asia was cheap, and soon 
enough, you, too, learned to gauge the depth 
of human misery in terms of numbers. 

It does not mean that correspondents 
working at foreign news organizations are 
callous about such things. It is just that in a 
world where disasters occur, bombs explode 
and wars are fought every day, your poor 
country isjust a dot on a huge map. 

You leamed to accept that in a turbulent 
world, people hardly cared about that incon- 
spicuous dot—barring volcanic. eruptions, 
devastating cyclones, or coups. 

Will the world outside care about Perlito 
“Pokong” Ibañez, that poor, 25-year-old 
triathlete champion who hanged himself in 
his apartmentin Laguna in June last year? 

Most likely not, but an enterprising Inqunea. 
reporter seized on the news and wrote a heart- 
tugging story about how despondency over f- 


Let’s hear it from the scholars 


ONLY A few years back, reporters Tarra Quis- 
mundo and Leila Salaverria were mass com- 
munication students at the University of the 
Philippines. Unlike other hopefuls who had to 
join long queues at job fairs or scan the classi- 
fied ads for work, Tarra and Leila had jobs 
waiting for chem right after graduation, 

‘They are among the scholars sponsored by 
the Philippine Daily Inquirer through a 
unique journalism program for deserving un- 
dergraduates. Launched in 1995, the scholar- 


Better than show biz 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


ADREAM 

‘This was how it was for me, a girl who read 
the paper asa young child and wondered how 
its reporters looked like. 1 never thought 1 
would be one of them one day. 

Now that T have been part of the Inquirer 
for more than a year and have already put the 
faces behind the names I was once intrigued 
about, 1 feel fortunate working for a company 
that has been my genie 

1 feel greatly indebted to the Ingumen as it 
has given me opportunities that I could never 
imagine. Like any fantastic story, mine with 
the Inquirer has been achain of events that 
has made me want to work for it longer. 

‘The scholarship it granted me led to my 
Janding a job as an Inguinen reporter, bearing 
a press ID from the nation’s most respected 
newspaper, which in turn lent me its well- 
eared credibility. 

1 should know. There is no better feeling 
than being received well by strangers once 
they learn where I work. 

Being with the Ingumen has allowed me to 


ship program covers tuition and other fees, a 
monthly stipend and a P1,000 yearly al- 
lowance for books and school supplies. 

PDI scholars now with the INQUIRER are re- 
porters Blanche Rivera, Philip Tubeza, Nor- 
man Bordadora, Michael Ubac, Jerome An- 
ing, Leila Salaverria, Edson Tandoe Jr, Tarra 
Quismundo, Abigail Ho, researcher DJ Yap, 
editorial production assistant Jamie Alarcon, 
and Sunday inquirer Magazine associate edi- 
tor Ruel de Vera. 


have the best seats as I watch history unfold, 
meeting its cast of characters and writing down 
the drama as it happens. And the best part: re- 
lating what 1 had seen, heard, felt, smelled, and 
observed to the readers the morning after. 


Best job in the world 

‘With the Inquire, | feel like 1 have the best 
job in the world—I am able to do what 1 love 
‘and enjoy while actually doing something that 
isnecessary to the world: delivering the news. 

And Lam able to do so with people who have 
been here since the Ingumer was born and with 
new ones like me—mentors and friends with 
whom share the Inquiin experience 

Working with the Inquire is truly berer than 
being in show business. As the popular televi- 
sion game show says, its a chance of a lifetime. 

‘Today I am faced with the challenge of keep- 
ing up with a paper three years my junior and 
with which I share the same birth month, but 
which has grown more mature, gone slimmer, 
and has become more reader-friendly than ever 

In a cutthroat world, this company is 
among the few that value service more than 
profit, and 1am loving this life of a dream. 


Like never leaving home 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr: 


MY FATHER was more thrilled than I was 
when I qualified for the Philippine Daily In- 
quirer Scholarship in 2001. 

Part of the scholarship was working for at 
least a year with the newspaper after gradua- 
tion. I thought then that that would close the 
door for many opportunities after college, like 
pursuing graduate studies. 

After almost a year-and-a-half of working 
with the Ingumen, Iam now more thrilled 
than my father is about my profession. 

He would tell me my job was very demand- 

+ ing, that I shoutd have just taken up law, 


High expectations 

But a big coverage gives me fulfillment, 
even though that would mean going home 
Jate at night, dead tired, 

Working with this organization means hay- 
{ng to deal with a lot of expectations. 

When I was in college, my professors 


would occasionally talk about Ingumer edi- 
tors, reporters and columnists as people to 
emulate. Working with them now is a source 
of both pride and pressure for me. 

Outside the office, I feel the prestige of work- 
ing with the Inquirer. Many sources trust me 
largely because I work with a newspaper they 
trust, Its easy to reach interviewees because 1 
‘work with a newspaper they know. 

1 feel very fortunate to be working with this 
company. I can see and feel how it takes care of 
its employees, how it seeks to empower every 
member of the ream through more training, Top 
officials regularly meet with their employees, 
‘enough to make each of us feel important. 

1 am also proud to be a member of the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer Employees’ Union. 

‘And working with people who share my 
values, which other people sometimes see as 
too rigid, encourages me to stand by my prin- 
ciples. It comforts me to know I am not alone. 

1 grew upin a family which values integrity Work- 
ing with the Philippine Daily Inquirer is being home. 


Checking if there's an ‘s’... 


ByDJ. Yap 


MY first five months ar the Inqum feels more like 
five weeks. A lot has happened between my first 
day on the job and 150 days since, A fiscal crisis, a 
military scandal, a super typhoon, you name it. 

Tm only just beginning to catch my breath. 

‘Working for the Inqumen is not yet like join- 
ing the Army, but it comes close. Everywhere, 
every day the tempo is fast. Rush through this, 
zip through that. News comes and goes so 
quickly you have to speed along. 

‘Along the way, the real learning be- 
gins—the kind of learning you never Imag- 


a 


ined in college. 

ALUP Diliman was taught the basics of the 
5 Wsand 1 H (or what they jokingly called the 
5 Wives and 1 Husband), the concepts of ob- 
Jectivity and advocacy, the journalist's code of 
ethics, the three supreme rules of accuracy, 
accuracy, accuracy, 


Not learned in school 
Iwas a PDI scholar and had interned at the 
Inguiea. I knew my stuff. Fast forward to July 
12, 2004, and it was a different story. 
“The inqumck—from my bosses Ma'am Miner 
CHECKING? N3 


nancial and personal problems and 
government neglect pushed him to the 
edge. 

The young man’s story drove home 
one big difference between working 
for international news organizations 
and for a newspaper. 

Major breaking stories also highlight 
the difference between the two worlds. 

‘A huge earthquake jolts Manila or 
a passenger ship loaded with hun- 
dreds of people sinks off the Bay and 
in minutes, the story is out on the for- 
eign wires and being broadcast on 
CNN. Every foreign agency scrambles 
toget the news out first. 


One-minute difference 

You still remember the day in July 
1990 when a temblor shook the high- 
rise building where you worked. A ner- 
vous building supervisor ordered ev- 


exyone out, saying there was a fire. You 
stayed on, trying to dash offa quick one 
paragraph so the world would know. 

But you lost precious time because 
your seat and your computer kept 
shaking, and you kept on hitting the 
wrong keys. 

The following day, an editor sitting 
atadesk in Singapore sent you a note 
thanking you for being the first to re- 
port colorful details about the quake. 
He also told you that another news 
agency had beaten you on the first 
break—by one minute. 

The suggestion, couched in gentle 
words, was that someone was faster 
than you. 

In a foreign news agency, you 
learned, you cannot afford to let any- 
body be ahead of you for a big story. 

Newspapers are also gripped by a 
sense of urgency, but they need not be 


madhouses. Knowing that the story 
would not be read until the following 
morning, editors plan how the story 
would be developed fully—deciding 
which reporter will handle the trunk, 
and which one will write about the 
human interest side of the tragedy. 

As you write or edit the story, one 
thought is always on your mind: The fol- 
lowing day, ic will be read in streets, bus- 
es, offices and homes across the country, 
and it will probably touch people lives. 

After all, you are a newspaperman 
writing for your own people, not a 
Manila-based foreign correspondent 
writing for some nameless, faceless 
reader in some other corner of the 
world who may probably wonder if 
your country isin Asia, or Latin Amer- 
ica, or Africa. 

Truly, the day of the grizzled di- 
nosaur has changed. 
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Whirlpool 


Abenson has always been about appliances. 


For nearly 35 years now, we have been providing electronics and appliances for your home. 
From your living room, dining room, kitchen, and even your bedroom, 
Abenson has everything to make your home life livelier. 
With over 70 stores nationwide, we have a wide network of branches to serve you better. 
We open stores near your offices and homes. And major appliance manufacturers have constantly 
awarded us as their Dealer of the Year. 


It is all a commitment to provide your home with the best appliances from only the best brands. 


Congratulations Philippine Daily Inquirer 
on your 19th anniversary! 
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All About Appliances. 
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INQUIRER publisher Isagani Yambot said it all in a sentence. 
Holding his ring up symbolizing 15 years of service, he 
declared: “With this ring, I can say I am now forever married 
to the Inquirer.” i 


Married to the job. Committed to the work. Faithful to the vision. There truly must be something about the In- 
quirer that makes us stay and want more, do more. Is it the promise of a higher profit share every year, or the 
prospect of staying forever young (Because, like soldiers, ‘peryodistas’ never die, they just write 30 and ride off 
into the sunset, or right after the paper is put to bed at night)? 

In any case, we know veteran Inquirer employees when we see them, and make individual career milestones 


STAYING/M3 


H 

4 ECSTATIC 10-yearawardee 

j Sandy Prieto Romualdez, 
Inquirer president and CEO, with 
15-year awardee Isagani Yambot 
(ight), Inquirer publisher. With 
them are Inquirer SVP for sales 
and marketing Rene Reinoso 
(lef) and SVP for corporate 
services Dave Valdes. 


BOARD chair Marixi Prieto, 10 years with the Inquirer. 


BORN into the Inquirer 
family in 1994, sta 
(rom eft) are Gary G. 
Libby, Ma. Alexandra 
Pricto-Romualdez, Rue! S. 
De Vera, Rodolfo A. Isaac, 
Matias Dennis U. Eroa, , 
Eugenio A. Aranetajr, | 
Nilda M. Montesines, Arnel 
E. Santos, Oscar V. 
Delgado. Seated, from left: 
Edralyn L. Benedicto, 

rine Jane F: Yamsuan, 
Josie M. Bui hs. 
“Andres, Marixi R. Prieto, 
Jocelyn Y. Tabuso, and 
MagellaL. Pinili. Fellow 
1994 hirees not shown are 
GilC. Cabacungan Jr, 
Marilou M. Arboleda, and 
Donabelle P Porcalla. 


i 
f 
i 
: 
i 


j bk 


THEY first punched in 5 years ago. Clockwise, from left, are Floreno G. Solmirano, Maria Cristina R. 
Asuncion, Andres Ignacio C San Mateo Jr, Sonny D. Cruz, Ma. Caridad D. Tolosa, Mary Grace S, 
Pagulayan, Armin Rey P. Adina, Iris E. Desvarro, Chona B. Galang, Jhonna N. Gatdula, Leah Palma P. 
Makabenta, and Annalyn S. Pineda. Arnel A. Rillera, Allan F Mortel, Maria Cristina G. Santos, 

i Blanche S, Rivera, Philip Cesar C. Tubeza, Joselito B. Zulueta, Ma. Consuelo Banal Formoso, Alcuin 

HIRED in 1989, and stil fired up for a full day’s work are (standing, from left) Jose B. V. Papa, and Maricris Irene V. Tamolang likewise first timed in in 1999. 

Sison, Esteban N. Villamer Jr, Agapito B. Corre Jr, Abelardo G. Mariano. Seated, i 

'iromleft: Aileen A. Garcia, Isagani M. Yambot, Evangeline B. Reyes, and Agnes L. i i 

‘Javier. Julieta L. Javellana, Christine O. Avendano, and Jose Ramil C. Rodriguez were Photos by Karl Sumbeling 
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Inquirer's strategic innovations | 
in marketing communications 


ByZane Ronquillo 


THE YEAR 2004 probably ipino advertising industry to Another notable event was 
holds the record for having further explore creativity and” the first offering of the Inquit- 
the most number of innova- bring home the country's first er Executive Seminar Series 
tions in Inquirer's 19-year his- Cannes Lion award in adver- co-presented with PLDT and 
tory. This was theyearthatthe tising. organized by Salt and Light 
publication launched Inquirer From Sept. 27 to Oct. 1, Fil- Ventures. Entitled "Maxwell 
Badminton Monthly, the ipinos were exposed to the in Manila”, it brought in 
glossy JustShop magazine, winningest creative advertis- record crowds during the 
and went into television via ing executions at the Green- twinbill engagement at 
IngTV Early in the year the belt mall in Ayala Center, Araneta Coliseum last 
Strategic Marketing Commu Makati. After the swanky September. More than 17,000 
nications (SMC) group was al- launch cocktails at the Green- attended the seminars con- 
so formed. Under the leader- belt 3 park hosted by Ces ducted by noted author and 
ship ofthe group’shead, assis- Drilon and Pinky Webb, top leadership expert Dr. John C. 
tant vice presi- advertising and Maxwell 
dent for strate- NOTED dathdrand” =" marketing pro- Aside from opening doors 
gic marketing ibadershipexportJohnC. fessionals were to key decision-makers via 
communica- | MaxwellatthePICC,:, able to viewthe several executive luncheons, 
tions Celine “ winning televi- dinners and even cocktails, 
Madamba, this sion ads at SMCalso serves as media and 
significant ad- ~ ‘MyCinema and marketing consultant by pro- 
dition to the ev- Cinema 2 for viding business reviews, mar- 
ergrowing In- the rest of the ket research and feedback 
quirer market. #7 week, Mean- mechanism as exclusive ser- 
ing family also while the win- vices to Inquirers major 
houses the cor- ners in the . clients, Among the organiza- 
porate relations press/print, out- tions that SMC has played 
office, door and direct marketing host to this year include 
‘The group's main thrust is were exhibited at the cinema Citibank, Ford, Globe, GMA 
to address the concerns of ad- lobby. Network, Metrobank Founda- 
vertisers and strengthen cor- tion, Mitsubishi, Pfizer, PLDT, 
porate image through various The group's main, Toyota, Unilab, Unilever, and 
special events and programs Smart Communications. 
designed for Inquirer's key ist Groups and institutions like 
publics and stakeholders, thrustis to the Bank Marketing Associa- 
Despite its relative new- ri tion-of the Philippines, Center 
ness, SMC was successful in address the for Culinary Arts and Crav- 
launching landmark events, ings, De La Salle University 
delivering improved results in concerns of Chorale, LaSallian Scholarum 
annual programs, and solidi- ri Awards, Philippine Philhar- 
fying relationships with read- advertisers and ‘monic Orchestra and even the 


RAUNT EE Kapa ot Te raan 


ers, advertisers and the com- strengthen 2004 Ms, Earth winner were 


munity. : also warmly welcomed in the 
anme tayar mg. COPOrateimage MGE meh, han 30 
ba an waa Groughvarious ip eny Sk Watgen 
Prema nipe SPecialevents Sey nn canong ment 
Banta ang ANAPTOgTaMS G ened OAP) 
krtien me designedf0: aN sheng buli: 
ae Rare baga Inquirer's key Da irea The nghe we 
umid no cerca  publicsand kang (ca and CEO 
Bong eerie Stakeholders a kawan Mange 


mentManoftheYear,and also ing maximum results in the first one on media was held 
celebrated David Balangue's thriving Inquirer Youth Read- last July and the second one 
(chair and managing partner ership Program and parter- on technology and national 
of SGV & Co.) installment as ing with other groups for spe- identity was held last October. 
MAP president. cial projects. Getting speakers like Sen. 

On the community and This year alone, more than Kiko Pangilinan, Sheila Coro- 
youth development front, 1,000 young Filipinos flocked nel, Ruel de Vera, Ambeth 
SMC's corporate relations of- to both installments of the In- Ocampo, Grace Nono, even 


fice takes centerstage, deliver- quirer Seminar Series, the S 


LINIS-Ganda's Bong Teves and Narda Camacho formalize the New Papi” 
Drive partnership with Inquirer president Sandy Romualdez and assistant vice 
president for strategic marketing communications Celine Madamba. 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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STUDENTS 
reading the 
Inquirer during 
‘the Inquirer 
Seminar Series. 
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Staying power, by fives 


From page MI 
corporate event that deserve a serenade or 
two from a teen heartthrob. 

(| So, two days ago, on a sunny afternoon 
before the sun set, the Inquirer held its 
‘Parangal at Pasasalamat for employees 
Who had stayed on for five, 10 and 15 
ears. 

No tears were shed, no bitter memo- 
Hes revisited. How could we? Teen singer 
Mark Bautista disarined us with his boy- 
jshly handsome features and an equally 
handsome voice. The “then” and "now" 
pictures flashed across the projectors as 
the awardees’ names were called made 
Us wonder how much they changed, or 
stayed the same, in the looks department 


‘Their answers may be as varied as the 
colors of a retro rainbow, but one thing 
comes out clear: it isn't just about punch- 
ing in on time and “playing by the rules”. 
Sometimes, the best work is done outside 
the confines of the building, and in many 
instances, the Inquirer has come out 


“ILOVE the Inquirer. Dito na ako tumanda 
[I grew old here],” declares Agnes Javier, 
executive secretary for the marketing divi- 
sion and one of this years service 
awardees. 

“I don't work just for the money any- 
more,” she told the Ingsider, “Being part of 
an excellent team and having a consider- 
ate boss makes me happy.” 

Javier, a commerce graduate from the 
University of Santo Tomas, joined the In- 
quirer as classified ads account executive 
on June 19, 1989. 

“I was hesitant to accept the position 
because I knew I wasn't that good at sell- 


WRITING is her true calling, the reason 
the by-line of Christine Avendaño still ap- 
pears in the pages of the Inquirer 15 years 
after it was fist printed. 

A journalism graduate of UP-Diliman, 
Christine was a features writer for an Ate- 
neo-affiliated agency before the Inquirer 
hired her as its reporter in 1989. 

“In 15 years, Christine made the rounds- 
-from the police beat to the airport, Labor, 
Health, Immigration, Phivoles, Congress, 
DFA, DENR and DSWD. "I've covered al- 
most all of the beats already,” she says. 


SOMETIMES, you have to “take one for 
the team.” Surprisingly, you find yourself 
still smiling. 

Publisher Isagani Yambot's most chal- 
lenging task for the Philippine Dally In- 
quirer was acting as spokesperson at the 
height of the ad boycott mounted against 
the Inquirer by the cronies of President 
Joseph Estrada in 1999. 

He says he had,to answer the questions 
of radio commentators in early-morning 
programs, appear on TV, speak at meat- 


Be settled 


We could only remember happy 
thoughts in multiples of five, and if that 
made us feel like flying, that sensation 
was short lived, as reality must have 
dawned upon those who proudly held 
their plaques up as the cameras flashed 
away. Just after the last name was 
called, 51 pairs of feet promptly landed 
back down on the Inquirer's polished 
floor. 

‘They wouldn't let Inquirer go. The In- 
quirer wouldn't let them go. Not for Nev- 
erland, 

We expect them back to work on Mon- 
day, like a dutiful spouse coming back 
home after a hard day’s night. 


'The secrets 
to work 
longevity 


The short articles below and on pages M4 and M5 are excerpted from an INQsider article. 
INQsider, prepared by Inquirer employees, is the oficial newsletter of the Inquirer. 


Who better to ask how to stay happily employed 
in the Inquirer than the people who have just 
been that in the Inquirer for 5, 10 and 15 years? 


stronger by thinking out of the box and 
conjuring up the most innovative of ideas 
at the last possible nanosecond. 

Seven veterans share their secrets of 
staying on, and staying young, in one of 
the most competitive print media publica- 
tions in the country. 


. 
in 

Javier sold advertising space to govern- 
‘ment and private offices in Manila 

Nobody knew the Inquirer then. "We 
didn't even have cellular phones, fax ma- 
chines or the Intemet.” 

In 1995, she became executive secre- 
tary to David O. Valdes, then VP for clas- 
sified ads. Last June, Javier moved to 
marketing as executive secretary to VP 
for Marketing Donald Lim. Trading the 
field job for office work has its advan- 
tages. “I got to know the people working 
inside Inquirer. | also learned to use the 
computer.” 


Heed your calling 


She looks forward to covering the Mala- 
cafiang and Justice beats. 

She considers foreign affairs to have 
been the most challenging bear. "Its hard 
to develop sources at DFA because we deal 
with diplomats,” she reveals. 

Christine says she has been writing 
hard news stories from the very first day 
she stepped out of the Inquirer office to 
come face to face with what she calls the 
“real world.” Every now and then, though, 
Christine yearns to dabble more in writing 
features. 


Go the extra (s)mile 


ings of organizations and issue press 
statements on behalf of the Inquirer. 

And that’s on top of adapting to the pa- 
pers ever-changing corporate and tech- 
nological character. 

“Tam reminded of what I used to tell re- 
porters who would ask me when they 
would get another raise: ‘You will soon get 
your reward-in heaven.” Gani, howeves, 
believes he's getting his reward here on 
earth, in terms of “psychic satisfaction for 
ajobwelldone.”. 


With a job you actually like and a colleague 
who provides you with such happy memories, 
how can one even dare think of leaving 


Inquirer? 


We've done it before, we did it again. 


Metrobank is the Philippines’ 
Bank of the Year 


Bank of the Year 2004 
Philippines 


Excalleni growih ond performance, financial strength, sound management - qualities thot the prestigious The Banker 
magazine of London, one ofthe most credible sources of global financial inteligence, looks for in a "Bank of the Year”. 


Metrobank is both proud and honored to be recognized once more for our hard work and dedication. 
We are chwoys finding ways to improve our banking infrastructure ond strategies. We continue to invest in technology 
to improve our efficiency ond service delivery. Inspired by your trust and support, we will 
work even harder to scale greater heights ond reach farther and wider. 


To you, our shareholders and cients, THANK YOU. 


@wernoaanx Q, AD 


Tegaher we didi Racing fr and de yo 


z sYouire, 
rer 800 dont rd enstons erehe icas. ana subtares. 
Psd Oey Mana Pars Sen. Gi. Puyat re Maal Cy Web Page: mci com ph 


Nerber of he Pilipina Depost insurance Corporation Deposits inswred up 0 250,000 00 per deposi. 


A proud member of 


SancHef 


The bright and lively colors 
of Christmas aren't just limited 
to the trinkets on our trees, 
the kaleidoscopic lights of our lanterns, 
nor the wrapping papers of our gilts 


They can be found on our 
dining tables too! 


At the Manila Pavilion Hotel, Christmas is made even merrier 
with these appetlzingly colorful offerings 


alo 
kooo wa 
baha 
tuna 


December 31, 2004 
1:00 pn - 11:00 pen 
New Years Day Brunch 
January 1, 2005 
10:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Buffet Prices: 
P325+-+ thus 12 years old Below) 
Pose + Adult 


Rotisserie 
Cutts Eve Spec St Mew 
Darna 22004 
ee 


Set Menu 1 
P7S0+-+ per peson 


Set Menu 21 
P9504 per person 


Patisserie , 


PAVILJON COURT 


Zheng Tan Kwes tek (Christmas Eve Buffet) 
December 24, 2004 
6:00 pm - 11:00 pm 


P7504 + per person Local Holiday Flavors 


December 1 -31. 2004 
Sin Ni Kwel Lak (New Years Eve Buffet) 
December 31, 2004 
6:00 pm - 11:00 pm 
750+ + per peson 


Christmas Hampers 
December 1 -31. 2004 


Deluxe 1 P3,220 net 
Premium: P5439 net 


For inquiries and reservations, please call 526-1212 extension 2406. 


Ww 


United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 
TelGH2) 526-1212 Fax (3-2) 320-2552 
urt: wwwananlapavilon.com. phi 


MANILA 


PAVILION 


love the new 
compact ae 
meee 
has shot up 16% 


in only two months. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2004 
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Stay on the money 


| INQUIRER'S financial stability made 


for 15 years. 


a 
Ë -Jun was a security guard at the Inquirer 
Agapito Jun” Corre stay with the company © 


for three years before the company hired 


{him as labeling clerk, then desk clerk for 


{ Jun, who studied at the Philippine Mar- f circulation. 1 


itime Institute, said the Inquirer provid 
good” compensation compared to oth 
Maa | 


With his first profit share in 1990, Jun 
he bought a nnen and a TV 


fset. 


‘Office i is ond Home 


L FATHER to five kids, Abelardo “Larry” * 
Mariano certainly knows his way around : 


the kitchen. An honor guard for the Immac- | 


ulate Concepcion Parish Knights of Colum- 
bus in Pasig, Larry spends his free time | 
shooting hoops with his two sons. 

Mariano took up Electronics and Com- 
munications Engineering at the University ! 
of the East for two years before working for 

: Allied Bank. It was there he met his wife of : 
20 years. 

f“ During his eight years as messenger to 
3 the bank, he acquired his BS Business Ad- 

Fi ministration degree at the National College 

{. of Business Administration. He eventually 

É became a prc eduction coordinator for GMA 

na 


In June 1987, he joined the Inquirer and 
handled direct accounts and supplements 
for the advertising department. A contrac- 
‘tual account executive (AE) for two years, 
Phe recounts the meeting with Inquirer 

board chair Marixi Prieto after coming 
| from a sales seminar in Subic. Larry said his 
group was asked to share what they 
learned, and when it vas his turn, his mind 
went blank since most of what he prepared 
tosay was already mentioned by other AEs. 
‘The incident apparently did not hamper his 
:PDI career, as he became a regular employ- 
ee in-September 1989. Larry says he still 
enjoys work in a company “whose manage- 
ment maintains gi relations with its 
workers.” 


| Be self-motivated 


i ‘STRAIGHT from college, Aileen Garcia, at 
f age 20, was the youngest employee hired 
È by the Inquirer in June 1989. She started 
} out as a classifieds ads account executive 
X assigned to the Inquirer's Cubao branch. It 
5 was a redletter day for Aileen when 
j Palmera Homes, one of Manila Bulletin's 
} big advertisers, finally gave its nod to a 
| multiple line ad booking after a month- 

| long courtship. When Super Ads was in- 


| troduced in 1993, she became branch | 


manager Super Ads may have come and 
gone, but Aileen, and the position she 
holds, remain, 

‘The dream that someday the Inquirer 
would be regarded as theclassified ads pa- 
per of choice motivates her to continue 
providing dedicated service to the compa- 
ny. Widowed for seven years, this mother 
to a 9-year-old boy remarried January 
2001 and soon gave birth to Pearl Mar- 
greh now? 8 


j 
ees 


#9 BATAAN 2020, INC. 


Makers of Fine Quality Papers 8 anera 


Address 

Tel. Nos. 
Telefax No. 
E-mail address 


: Roman Superhighway, Samal, Bataan 
: (047) 791-4155 / (047) 791-4157 

: (047) 791-4162 

: plant@bataan2020.net 


SALES OFFICE 
Tel. Nos.(Trunk Lines) : (632) 334-2960 to 66 
(Direct Lines) : (632) 359-8019 (PRINTING 8 WRITING PAPER) 
(632) 334-2916 
(632) 362-7834 (CONTAINERBOARD) 
: (632) 334-2917 / (632) 334-2921 
: info@bataan2020.net 


a a 


Telefax Nos. 
E-mail address 
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UP TO today, Ramil Rodriguez's life's di- 
fy rection has been as straight and true as 
fan arrow. ABS Commerce graduate ma- 
l joring in Accounting from Centro Escolar 

University, Ramil joined the Inquirer 

right after graduating in 1989, He 

worked as an accounting clerk for three 

‘years and then joined the audit depart- 

ment as audit assistant in 1992. A vacan- 

cy in the purchasing department paved 
„the way for him tò earn a supervisory 
post, He has been heading purchasing for 
four years now. 
‘The day he was hited by the Inquirer, he 


$ WHEN Vangie Baga-Reyes started working 
Fas a proofreader for the Inquirer in October 
#11989, she never thought she would find 
more than just a job she enjoyed but a loving 
“husband, too. “This was my first job out of 
fx college and in here, Iwas able to nurture my 
career; Ialso met my husband here, eventu- 
¢ ally had two kids—these are just among the 
"many wonderful things 1 and the Inquirer 
Jį have been through,” adds Vangie. 
And indeed, Vangie’s friends agree that 
#her most memorable experience would 
il most probably be finding Mare, husband 


k 4 


Lee penn oe 
Focus on ‘the one 


{did not even think of applying in other 
Ecompanies. f 
* He recalls the firsttime he got his profit 
ishare, which amounted to around P9,000. 
‘He gave the amount to his mother, he said. 
Ramil, a native of Malolos, Bulacan, 
‘met his wife, Marife, in an Internet chat- 
toom. After meeting-in person, they be- 
frame a couple. Barely a year in the rela- 
tionship, they tied the knot in 1999. Mar- 
'ife works for the Department of Labor 
and Employment. They are blessed with 
‘a boy, turning 4, and a 10-month-old 
irl. 3 


ee 


eone | 


l} 


fand father to her two precious angels, Mavi 
land Maxi, The two tied the knot in 1998. At 
ithat time, Mare was a reporter for sports, 
[while Vangie was a reporter for lifestyle. 
‘Unknown to some,'Vangie's talents are 
{not of writing alone—this girl can definitely 
{give you a run for.your money when it 
icomes to singing and dancing. She can whip 
fup a good meal as well: 
«With a job you actually like and a col- 
ileague who provides you with such happy 
memories, how can one even dare think of 
Heaving Inquirer? j 


With reports from Abbie Brual, Amy Remo, Chay Montegrande, Anna Pineda, 
$ Jaycee Cruz, Jocelyn R. Uy, and Lui Villarico 


The new Nissan | 


Inquirer's strategic 
innovations........ 


JOHN Maxwell 
shares alight 
moment with 
inquirer president 
Sandy Prieto- 
Romualdez, 


ee BE 


Kidlat Tahimik, the Inquirer Seminar Series is one of the 
readership programs most popular events. Meanwhile, In- 
quirer continues to promote issue-awareness through the 
Inquirer interCollegiate Debating 

Championship and the inquirer-2bU! InterSchool De- 
bating Championship. 

To address the continuing environmental degradation, 
the office spearheads the annual New Paper Drive which 
starts every June 5 in commemoration of World Environ- 
ment Day. This year, more than 90,000 kilos of old news- 
papers and tabloids were recycled, bringing the total 
number of trees saved through the drive since its 2001 in- 
ception to over 4,000. 

Living up to Inquirer's credo of “News that makes a dif- 
ference”. the office was also able to take part in Bayani- 
hang Baseco, a relief drive for the victims of the fire that 


razed the Tondo compound early this year; and Eleksyon 
2004, a campaign to inform the public and encourage 
them to vote wisely during this year’s presidential elec- 
tions. 

For all its efforts, SMC won four distinguished 
awards early in the year: Anvil Awards of Merit for 
both the inquirer Youth Readership Program and the 
New Paper Drive; and Gold Quill Awards of Excel- 
lence for both the corporate brochure and the New 
Paper Drive. 

Currently, SMC is developing a corporate website and is 


gearing up for Inquirer's 20th anniversary celebration 


nextyear. 

More are in store in 2005 as SMC hopes to be able to 
provide more of Inquirer's brand of useful services to 
readers, advertisers and Philippine society. 


If can tell light from dark. 
‘Sensors that automatically turn on 
Your headlights when visibiity gets low. 


It knows stop from go. 
An Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS) 


for maximum stopping power. 


It obliterates traffic. 

In-dash stereo with CD/DVD Clarion 
ZX 646 that actually makes traffic 
something to look forward to. 


It assures your comfort. 
‘Plus, aluminum paneling that 
‘smoothens the ride. And third 
ow Seats that mako room for more 


company. 


It's. smarter than you think. 
‘The Nissan Patrol. it knows what 
you need. It knows what you want. 
It simply knows. Intelligence, driven. 


Test drive the Patrol today! 
Call or sign up at the dealer 
nearest you for an appointment. 


SHIFT. the future NISSAN 


ra. Nos. 810.0151 / 812-7538 818-4598 / 892-8217 - MANTRADE DEVELOPMENT CORP (Makati) Tal Nos 849-0916 10.23 
NISSAN NORTH EDSA Tel. Nos 496-8900 / 90-5351 10 8D" NISSAN COMMONWEALTH, ING. Tol Nas, 932. 


TEPA 77 FADA. 2499 " NISSAN WESTGATE (Alabang) To, Nos. 772.1820 1775-0238 (785-0230 775- 


Universal 
Motors 
Corporation 


(Biuag) Tot Nos (048) 766-04 

[isabela Tel Nos. (078) 082-870) 

{fet Noa (033) 320-2248 / 920-2064 + 

‘346-0402 fo 25 . 345-0006 10 O7 1 340-0350 / 946-1124 / 946-2490 to 31 / 348-14: 
250.3858 DAVAO UNICAR CORPORATION (Davao City) Tal. Nos. (002) 22 
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Congratulations 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


on its 19th Anniversary 


Jvc CARGO FORWARDERS CO., LTD. 
243 RIZAL ST., CALASIAO, PANGASINAN 
Tel. (075) 522-0505 
VIVA FOOD HAUS and CATERING SERVICES 
Kal Sem CAPE? 7 s008 T 


AMARELI TAN 
4575 Rosemallow Road 
Sunvalley Subdivision 
Paranaque City 
Tel. No. 823-2020 


Cell No. 0917-8450159 


VCC FORWARDING 
Vernie C. Cristuta 
— Proprietor 


Purok 8 Camputhaw 
Cebu City 
Cell phone # 0916-7800968 


FORWARDER 


Dealer & Forwarder 
KOMICKS, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS, ETC. 
191 Col. Guido Street, Angono, Rizal 

Tel. No. 651-0067 


CONGRATULATIONS to the 
Management of Philipppine Daily Inquirer 
Happy 19th Anniversary ! 


Greetings from: 


3 Germalin i 
Incorpcrated 


THE LEADING CARGO AGENT & FORWARDER 
Tel. Nos. 931-0108/932-8524/456-3737 Fax # 931-0130 


GemmallnTravel Incorporated 
OGIMESIC AND ANE RNATINAL TIKET INSAGEN 
Tel. Nos. 951-7468 / 456-3735 Fax # 931-0130 


TRUCKING SER VICES 


No. 51, Km. 18, Tibungco, 
Davao City, Philippines 8000 
Telefax (082) 238-0402 


@) PRIETO CAR 


MAIN OFFICE: 
JOSAM MART 
367 RIZAL ST. 
LEGAZPI CITY 


MANILA OFFICE: 
1055 DPC BLDG. 
REMEDIOS COR. 
BENITEZ STS. 

MALATE,MANILA 
PHONE NOS: 
(052) 820-3268 


PHONE NOS: 
(052) 480-5506 


(02) 303-0278 
(02) 522-8505 


AVE. 


O: 
(054) 811-3805 


GO FORWARDERS 


NAGA OFFICE: 
BRILLO BLDG. 
MAGSAYSAY 


TABACO OFFICE: 
136 Boe AVE. 
TAGA: 

TABAGO CITY 
NAGA CITY 
PHONE N PHONE NO 
(052) 487- Z311 


Daily trio: LEGAZPI to MANILA and VICE VERSA 
Cluai daliny saw b aw concen,” 
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UTTER delight. That's tha as jok of having half of the cal 
ina Pineda, Carol Javi dres, Ric 


Pa ing AVI ry Nuyda, 
Raquel Gomez, DEAN VP Pepito Ore, 


i i 
NG Gane 


too). As the day ends, general display advertising staff members go home smiling. 
Kit na Aries Espinosa, Mel Fernandez, Rey Cruz, Normandy de la Paz, Alizza Butiong, 
le Vitalicio, Elena de los Reyes, Gina Layague, Mylene de Jesus, 
g 


Inquirer advertising VP | 
: Pepito Olarte utters just : 


one number when 
asked what the most 
significant achievement 
Inquirer general 
display ads has 
achieved thus far in 
2004: ‘46%’. That’, he 
explains ‘is the 


Inquirer's market share 
H 


for display ads versus 
all other broadsheets.” 
He hastens to add that 
with the business 
group’s perseverance, 
resourcefulness and 
flexibility propped up 
by the Inquirer 
editorial group’s 
credibility and 
reliability, Inquirer 
readers can look 
forward to relishing 
more pages of balanced 
news and fearless 
views, not to mention 
more eye-catching ads, 
too 


B. HIZON ENTERPRISES 
76 Scout Femandez St, 
Quezon City 
Tel. No, 372-3434 


Jopar Newsmag Enterprises 
National Distributor of Print Media 
& Subscription Agency o 
72 Mahogany Road, Pilar Village, Las Pihas 
Tel. Nos, 801-42-68 / 806-4149 / 805-6408 


RJR ENTERPRISES 
2637-B ENRIQUE STREET 
MALATE, MANILA 
TEL, NO, 523-3672 


FBH Subscription Sy 
“Delivery Services 


Dita, Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
Tel. No. (049) 531-2778 
Daily Trip 
Manila-Tuguegarao-Cagayan 
Vice-Versa 


Eastwood City 


The StArotthe Season 


> 


+ Dec 11 (Sat.), 8PM 
a Paskopella 


Help yourself to a feast of 


a Dec.4 (Sat.), 8PM yuletide Gr pn Dec. 18 (Sat.), 8PM 
maestros of a capella: Pop Pasko 


Paskuhang Pilipino The Company ; 
Relive the country's TUX A seting eee popa: 


Christmas pastoral traditions in a 
theater-style performance featuring: Ogie Alcasid 


Nolyn Cabahug Regine Velasquez 
Ayen Munji Luke Mejares 


Ramon Obusan Folkloric Group Kyla 
Philippine Symphonic Band 


Dec. 31 (Fri.), 8 PM 


Dec. 25 (Sat) 8PMP | “o N, Pagsalubong 2005 
Paskoral sak “Sa, Welcome the New Year 


Enter the realm of the divine with 1 : Sinang nala 
soul-stirring performances by: ff E 2 N naba 
F ti 
UP Concert Chorus f? J 3 4 j PAL ae 
Montserrat Singers 4 bi ; Sipol 
% ee: a 
Bukas Palad ó å off Paze Ban 
Singing Ambassadors 
Joan Cano 


Fireworks Galore! 
po Christmas won't be complete without 4 
en Eastwood City’s weekend fireworks spectaculars. Eastwood City 
All Fridays and Saturdays of December, 10 PM; 
Dec. 31 (Fri), 12 MN. 


Must-see Musical 
What happens if Santa calls it quits? 
Find out the answer in “December Hints of Mistletoe,” 
a musical presented by the Koine Theater Group Foundation. Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
Dec. 3, 10, 17 (Fridays), 7PM, at Eastwood City Walk II. Seveener woot properas com 


Eurtwoud City Re Rodrigues: Je Ave, (CS). Quezon City: NG, 687-6770 to 74 


A MEGAWORLD DEVELOPMENT 
Exclusive Marketing Arm: 


Going undercover 


By Christine Ong * 
Reporter-Producer IngTV 


OUR TAGLINE, ouř signature phrase, is 
something we in InqTV take very seriously. 
In pursult of the eye-opening or con- 
sciousness-ralsing story, | have had the 
chance to do many things—including per- 
sonally applying to become an escort girl. 

‘Atthe helght of the escort service scan- 
dal, I wanted to investigate the issue with- 
‘out dipping into the bag of usual tricks, for 
‘example by catching escort giris providing 
escort-plus services on tape. instead, | went 
undercover, applying as an escort girl 
through various means and finally and per- 
sonally experiencing how easy it was for 
this egal trade to flourish, How? Simply 
through the use of advertisements in the 
broadsheets, phone directories, afd the 
classifieds. < 

‘Congress, through the office of Rep. Liza 
Maza of the Gabriela Women's Party, took 
note, promising to conduct a congressional 
inquiry on the escort service business. This 
inquiry, however; has yet to pustrthrough. 


By Melanie de Ocampo 
Reporter-Producer, IngTV 

MY REPORT on Muslim discrimination was, 
by far, the most challenging coverage | have 
had in my six years in TV. In all candor, | can 
now say that my crew and | were terrified 
when we penetrated Maharlika Village, 
something we never expected. Of course, | 
look back differently on that time now. 

‘The scare we got from that series of inter- 
views, however, was nothing compared to the 
time we went to Cotabato to revisit war-tom ar- 
"eas. The trickiest part was listening to the vic- 
tims as thay went on and on about their plight, 
and reminding yourself not to take sides. 

\also remember a story | produced on 
the festering garbage problem. The story, 
told from the garbage pit tel, including a. 
visit inside the “house” of one garbage 
scavenger, exposed the real life of these 
grass-roots entrepreneurs. 

Talso enjoyed doing a story on microfinance 
because it was a story on empowering women. 
| didn't expect that viewers would actually call 
IngTV to find out more about how microfi- 
nance can help them change their Ives. Itwas 
an affirmation of the impact the story had on 
people who ive below the poverty line. 

“This kind of stories | wouldn't trade for any- 
thing. While itis trus that the excitement of re- 
porting les in baing where the action is, in cov- 
ering events as they unfold right before your 
eyes, a reporter Is fuflled when she knows she 
has had the chance to touch other people's 
‘ves, and other people have touched hers. 


Ty 


Get it light 


By Maey Bautista 
Segment Host, Tanong ng Bayan, InqTV 


I'VE BEEN a wife, a high school girl in love, 
a business tycoon, a “taong grasa.” Ive 
even bean a "manananggal." I've been all 
‘these, and more, because I host the Tanong 
ng Bayan for IngTV. 5 

Tanong ng Bayan fs an 6-minute segment 
that asks a specific question based on nation- 
alissues or current controversies. | ask the 
question, and seek the answer from politi- 
cians, experts, Inoinen columnists, and, not 
least, the proverbial man on the street 

The segment is a survey of opinions, and 
more often than not, feisty interviewees with 
fearless opinions make things, shall we say, 
more interesting. This ali sounds like serious 
business. It is, but only up to a point. 

A segment on taxes had me crawling and 
begging on a dingy overpass in Quiapo; a 
passerby actually gave me P2. Another 
time, | was a telenovela star shedding tear 

“after tear while my "husband” ate pork for a 
feature on the pork barrel. And once | was 
even a model sashaying down a cat- 
'walk...0f tomb stones (it was, I hasten to 
add, tor an All Soul's Day episode). 

Don't get me wrong. My aim is not to 
make fun of news, but rather, to present 
viewers an alternative way to get it light ev- 
ery Thursday night 

‘Walt, that sounds tke a tag line | can usel 


By John Nery 
Executive Producer, IngTV 


AS THE video fates would have it, 
InqTV celebrated the Inquirer's 19th 
anniversary yesterday with'a mile- 
stone of its own: its 100th episode. 

That's a lot of TV, especially for a 
start-up that’s been on the air for only 
nine and a half months. Inf ing 
up the 15-minute episodes in the ex- 
tended first season and the one-hour 
broadcast in the second and third se 

ms, thats a total of almost 44 hours of 
airtime on ABC, since February 

But it isn’t the math that excites us 
(although the financial numbers, espe- 
cially in the third season, are reason 
enough). Itsthestories. 

Afew come immediately to mind. 

Our first memorable “ge por 
tant interview, in US industry par- 
lance), featuring the only one-on-one 
then-Sandiganbayan Presiding Justice 
Minita Chico-Nazario e 
the height of the coni 
appointment to the Suprem: 

Our special episode on the dilemma 
faced by presidential candidate Raul 
Roco. As early as March 15, a month be- 
fore his extraordinary “medical leave,” 

ve had already raised the terrible ques- 
tion: “May pag-asa pa ba si Roco: 


Our episode on the new senators 
from show business, especially the fea- 
ture on Sen. Lito Lapid and his incredi- 
ble transiation machine. 

But good stories are not defined by 
mere access to the powerful or the politi- 
al. 


Apolitical time 
To be sure, InqTV has had more 
than its share of politica! stories, but 
that was because it was born in a po- 
litical time. It went on air at the start 
of the national campaign period for 
the May elections—a great time, sto- 
ry-wise. We had an embarrassment of 
s to choose from, stories we 


used to learn the business. 
By and large, 


know at that crucial time. We aired, for 

ince, a couple of stories on the par- 
ty list, and a story about public percep- 
tion of the advertising campaigns of the 
different presidential candidates. (That 
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Meant 


ON THE ROAD. Last month, InqTV trekked to an Aeta village, stopping now and 
then to take in the view. Mt. Pinatubois in the distance. 


ninute story on the life of Virra Mall. (Plenty of Dickens in it.) 
informal settlers (squatters, to those We stayed among Aeta villagers to 
of us born before political correct- tell their story, awed by the land- 
ness became fashionable) and an 
equally lengthy story on the exper 
ence of the perpetually flooded inthe cluding that dance from hell, the 
Camanava area. (Nothing remotely - otso-otso, 

metian about it.) We ran a tale of. Intruth, there are too many stories to 
two cities, so to speak, comparing the recount. But the wonderful thing is, we 
entrenched bias against the Muslims are only at the beginning. And that 
of Maharlika village, with the in- means there are many more stories to 
choate one against the Muslims of look forward to. 
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By Stella Gonzales 
Editor Inquirer News Service 


ALTHOUGH the Ingumen News Service (INS) 
had been in existence since 2000, it was only 
this year when it went into full operation fol- 
lowing the appointment of a full-time editor 
and desk 
For years, the INS’ main function was to act 
as the gatekeeper of InquigeR content—sto- 
ries, columns, photos and infographics. Its 
primary job was to send edited materials to its 
subscribers, including the news website 
INQ7,net (a joint venture of the Inqunen and 
GMA 7 network established in 2001) and a 
few foreign clients 
The year 2004 saw INS evolve from a sim- 
ple gatekeeper into a news service, although 
not yet on the scale of the wire agencies. Take 
note of the word “yet.” 
INS started the year with a project that had 
long been in the back burner: providing news 
's affiliate company, the INQUIRER 
Inc. (IPD, specifically its news- 


Tumbok, 

IPI, in particular, was interested in running 
stories and photos from the Inquirer's four 
provincial bureaus. After all, one of the rea- 
sons the Inourmen has remained ahead of the 
competition is that its bureaus are staffed by 
some of the best journalists in the provinces. 

So how could the Ixgummn provide these 
stories to IPI's newspapers without the latter 
looking exactly like the Inquires broadsheet? 

is is where INS comes in, It is the job of 
INS editors to sift through the large volume of 
stories and photos from PDI's provincial cor- 
respondents each day, check them for accura- 
cy, and edit them for brevity, before passing 
the finished product to CDN, Bandera and 
Tumbok under the tagline “inquirer News 
Service.” 

So when you see a story or photo in another 
newspaper bearing that tagline, that means it 
passed through INS. 


Breaking news 

The May 10 national and local elections 
brought another challenge to INS: INQ7.net 
needed to regularly update its breaking news 
page in its website throughout the day, and it 
wanted to use stories from the INqumeR aside 

es written by its own staff. 
For Inquiner’s reporters and correspon- 


dents who had been used to submitting their 


papers Cebu Daily News (CDN), Bandera and ` 


articles in the afternoon, being asked to turn 
in brief stories as soon as they occurred was a 
new concept. After all; why submit a story 
early in the day right after the event occurred 
when the newspaper is printed at night?” 

Yet, the PDI news staff supported the 
breaking news project. Many of the paper's 
provincial correspondents were regularly 
calling their respective bureau chiefs and the 
INS to submit breaking stories. 

When the Commission on Elections dis- 
qualified presidential wannabe Eddie’ Gil, 
INS, through PDI Comelec reporter ‘martin 
Marfil, was able to give the story to INQ7, just 
as the news was breaking on AM radio. INQ7 
uploaded the story in its website a few min- 
utes later. 

When soldiers and barangay officials shot 
it out in Tagum, Davao del Norte, on Election 
Day, the PDI Mindanao Bureau sent the story 
right away to the INS office in Makati via mo- 
dem. We beat all the other media entities, 


_gven the wires, to the story. a 


‘When the Philippine Airlines website was 
hacked last Nov. 30, INS was able to break the 
story, submitted by the Mindanao Bureau, just 
minutes after. x 

And these are just three samples of the 
many breaking stories that gave the PDI staff 
the adrenaline rush experienced by'many 
broadcast journalists .reporting on a live 
event. 

Not bad for the PDI news staff that fot years 
had been used to afternoon deadlines, huh? 


Still the gatekeeper 

‘This is not to say that the INS has ceased be- 
ing the gatekeeper of the newspapers content. 
‘The section's main function is stil to protect the 
Inguier's copyright interests when it comes to 
its stories, columns, photos and infographics. 

All parties that want to reprint or reuse IN- 
quier material are required to seek permis- 

from the INS, whether its going to be 

used for personal, profit or altruistic purpos- 
es. 


Big plans 

INS has already been getting a lot of re- 
quests, despite the lack of a public announce- 
ment about the availability of Ingumer materi- 
als for re-use. No request is unanswered; even 
questions from students working on a school 
project are entertained (although there have 
been times when they would be told to check 
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What's thumbs up, thumbs 
down about life in Lifestyle 


By Chelo Banal-Forrhoso 
Editor, Lifestyle 


FIVE years ago, when the editor in chief asked 
me 'to join the Ingùmer as editor of the 
Lifestyle section, the first person I informed 
about the offer was my dad. Although a big In- 
Quien fan, he had mixed emotions about the 
news, He was happy because he knew, despite 
my having gone back to college to, take, up 
Special Education, that journalism was stil 
tops on my list of dangerous obsessions. But 
he said it would take irrational coiirage on my 
part fo accept a job with a papet that was 'at 
the time reeling from an advertisihg boycott. 

Well, my dad realized soon enough, that I 
had. picked a winner, The advertisers came 
backin less time than it took Erap to sign Jose 
Velarde on his bank slips. 

And now, wherever it is in heavesi that my 
father. is reading this, I'm happy to report to 
him chat the last five years have been one 
amazing race—against deadlines, flight de- 
partures, planning meetings and journalistic 
Coups —yes, butat the same time my cup run- 
neth over with thrills like celebrity interviews, 
exciting innovations, cutting edge photogra- 
phy and an almost endless opportunity to act 


It is this last per) 
keeps us going despite the long hours and the 
stressful deadlines. And it seems our readers 
have enjoyed the piovocation as much as we 
have had fun dishing it out. They've been 
clamoring, for instance, for our “waker-up- 
per” feature, that weekly exercise where we 
heaped praises and aimed acidic barbs where 
we believed these were deserved. 

This anniversary, for old times’ sake, we 
bring back that sorely-missed gallery of rants 
and raves except, just this once, we give the 
thumbs up, or down, to what we like, or dis- 
like, about life in Lifestyle. 


No two days are alike 
“There's so much ground to 
cover in the Lifestyle sec- 
tion, it's up to our reporters 
to pursue what interests 
them. Be it in art, design, fit- 
ness, family, home, fashion, 


food, culture, environment, weddings, travel, 
the youth scene, etc., there's opportunity for 
‘Variety is always healthy for a journalist. 
OK, your friend is not 
ahag—YOU are! 
‘One-day, two women in bad 
marching to our section. 
~/ They were furious that our 
paper had called their friend 
a hag in one of our Sunday 
‘The real irony in this situation was that 
they took offense at the “hag” label, and not at 
the insinuation that their friend was an 
estafadora. 
appreciate their admission that she was the 
person being referred to in the blind item in 
question. I was doing fine, being nice and all, 
until one of them, the one whose face had 
‘asked how much was paid to get this item 
published. Now shar.did it! If her companion 
hadfiot draggedther out fast, I would have cut 
her head off and declared it planting season 
Creatives, inc. 
In Lifestyle, you get to meet 
the most creative people on 
mg earth, since they're often do- 
lated fields. Jún de Leon es- 
sayed the Seven Deadly Sins 
through the magic of film and wacked down 
families of fabulous fashionistas for our Ge- 


the staff to learn something new every day. 
need of liposuction came 
blind items. What the... Blind item, hello? 
Ttold them I didn’t think their friend would 
pores large enough to plant begonias in, 
for begonias. 
ing their stuff in lifestyle-re- 
netic Chic theme, Designer Inno Sotto guest- 


edited a fashion section and brought inasone Lifestyle contributor, sportswriter 
of his writers chef Margarita Fores, who end- or supplement writer, has been 
ed up doing a series on New York food. Anoth- tying to book a function room at 
er chef, J Gamboa, showed us that he is as the hotel for a fashion show of 
adept with a camera as he is with an oven. Congressional spouses that is co- 
Rachy Cuna wrapped up two sections for us, sponsored by the Inquirer. Once 
one for Christmas and another for Easter. Jim more with feeling: the Inquirer 
Paredes revealed his Aha! moments in one is- has nothing to do with this con 
sue, while Lizzie Zobel and Margarita Delga- artist. 
do shared the joys of reading in another. Gilda A 
Cordero Fernando has taken us on walks Active 
jown memory lane with her essays on her 
mother, her childhood Home, etc. So many en- readers 
dearing talents, so many interesting people, VWs ee Soa 
and none of them ditty politicians! ANAN 
The killing hours 
The most hardworking team in this paper 
closed an average of 31 Sunday pages last 9 ~ 
mth. The hours are a 2 
"kies given that Lifestyle al- 3 ` 
ways has the most number # * 4 
of pages to fill. If you're sin- 
gle when you're hired by 
Lifestyle, its possible you'll 
stay unmarried for the rest 
of your life—unless, of course, you stumble 
upon romance right in the office, which is less 
likely to occur than ing the 
same place twice. In Lifestyle you end up with 
zero night life, zero social life, zero love life. 
Zero life, period. Ah, the irony of it! 
Food for the geds 
Sen. Franklin Drilon's good 
=o wife, His. once sent us a 
F catered dinner so mouth- 
aS watering we are every bit of È 
it. Others on our yummiest 
list are Estrel's caramel cake 
topped with bunches of but- 3 
ter roses, Oscar cake from the Peninsula, 
suman from Tita Paring, pichi-pichi, cheese 
pizza from Brooklyn Pizza in BF Homes 
Parafiaque, roast chicken from chef Ed Quim- 
son and a homecooked version by Agnes 


Quintos. We can go on and on, but space (on 
this page, not in our tummy) is limited. 


All you can’t eat 
Along with the to-drool-for 
chow, we get carbo-loaded 
food that is exactly what the 
doctor didn't order because 
five of us are overweight, 
four are heavy smokers, 
three have high cholesterol 

levels, two are borderline diabetics and one 

thinks he’s a partridge in a pear tree. 


Froth and frippery, 
you say? 


Some people still have the 
old-fashioned notion that 
the Lifestyle section is for c 
women and, being so, that 
it’s all fluff. News flash: the 
President is a woman, the 
president of this company isa woman and the * ff 
editor in chief is a woman. None of them § 
stands for froth. Just because we in Lifestyle 
are so fab and we know that look is so two 
seasons ago doesn't mean we can't deal with 
issues, because we have. Young people who 
are changing the world get the chance to be 
heard through our 2bU! stories. We've had ex- 
tensive interviews with New Age guru Deepak 
Chopra, leadership expert John Maxwell, 
CNN's Maria Ressa and writer Jessica Hage- 
dorn, among others. People who are advocat- 
ing for abused women, reading to streetchil- 
dren, teaching good nutrition to poor house- 
‘wives and cleaning up the environment are all 
over Lifestyle. There is room in this section for 
all kinds of people, all sorts of lifestyle. 


w More on Mark 


Not a few hotels have called 
to inform us that Mark An-+ 
cheta, who has been misrep- 
resenting himself as a 


Inquirer News Service 


From page N2 
the information in a local library). After all, the 
Inquirer aims to serve its readers, 

If 2004 was already a big year for INS, 
2005 promises to be even more exciting. 

1 cannot go'into details, but I-will say that 
INS intends to-launch a project, that would 
further extend thë Inquirer brand in another 
medium. The higuinzn, through INS, will en- 
able people 19 access Inquinen news wherever 


they are and when they want it. 

Right now, INS is staffed by only four peo- 
ple: two editors and two encoders, And it is 
not yet a full-blown news service like the in- 
ternational wire agencies that file reports 
24/7. 

But INS will soon get there; just you wait. 


Cor inquiries on INS services, pléase e-mail 
ins@inquirercom.ph.) 


Checking if there's an ‘s’... 


From pagel? 
and Sir Mike to my co-researchers Ray, Chona and 
Maricar—taught me that the theories and con- 
cepts I had learned in school were not enough. A 
‘quick mind and ready feet were required, too. 

‘Asa researcher, my primary job involves find- 
ing, collecting, processing and using informa- 
tion that could help clarify issues that matter in 
the nation's life, This means preparing research 
materials in a variety of forms—from special re- 
ports to graphs, from spot news stories to boxes 
of nuggetsized data about people, places, 
things and events, 


Its very unpredictable, and therefore excit- 
ing. One minute I'm preparing a backgrounder 
on the Marcoses ill-gotten wealth, and a second 
later, I'm checking if there's an “s” in the last 
word of the Social Weather Stations (there is). 

Sometimes on busy days, the pressure is 
enough to make me want to run around likea 
headless chicken. But always after the storm, 
there's a giddy feeling at having achieved 
something no matter how little. The next day 
of course it’s a new story, a different cast of 
characters, a fresh start. 

Its fun. 


m being what itis, we get readers 
who know which paper is worth 
their money. Oh, sure, they call, 
text or e-mail just to ask how 
much they have to pay to have 
their wedding announcements 
printed even when every Sunday 
we run a boxed item that says 
such notices are printed for free. 
But they also give us feedback on 
‘what we're doing right or wrong. 
We got hundreds of SMS on and 
after the Sunday of our Playtime 
with five Ateneo Blue Eagles, for 
instance. 


o 


Nad 


CONGRATULATIONS 8: 
HAPPY 19TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER 


creerincsFrom: Sih Cp 
ae 


FORWARDER 
CRIVAS CARGO FORWARDER 
PRECILO "BOY" VASQUEZ 
1176-B INDUSTRIA ST. 
PANDACAN, MANILA 
(0920)384-5524 


-Q5 nY 
z ur 


& 


& 


1.5 Litres 


n leading 
1 groceries, 


a ita dae 


s 


4 


“In this season of gi 


ing, Toyota is giving you the chance to own 


ma 


a 


REVO for as lowas P12,290 per month* at only 80K downpayment.** 


REVO FINANCING SCHEMES 


GLX1SGASAT 

A | GL18GASMT 

3 oan 

Me OLS GASA (107%) 
‘DIXT8GAS MIT (0%) T 


20000 SISON 359 28028 20169 T6473 13963 19086 
“W000 SAA TMH 2906 188 TOM AAS 13586 
HW 050 Ki Bo We Ba Rie 2 | 
Bis NI MALAS GE BOT 6 535. 


‘663000 


eras ety te eset 


@ TOYOTA 


TOYOTA FMANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 


a 
TOOTA DEALER NETWORK TOYOTA ALABANG, NG. Awang pt PG 8020) 19 32 802-1991 TOYOTA BACOLOO CTY. Gata 


atanp Zapote cv Conta Ce Sse, 
‘gor Baga Cay AA) 442-0851 7 074) 108.3273 8 TA 7 ON) 20-128 7 3825 (076 45-778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK. IC, EOSA car Vicente Aag & Gen Evga Ss. Kk 


TOYOTA BALINTAWAK NORTH 101 (oo Do Lon Santos Ane EOS, ae 


wa ba. Gai, O 
Hay Dasma, Coa 1b) SOOT A 
TOYOTA MARAT NG. Aga cr Mapa haras. Win Cy 20-2520 
amay cr aya Bora Cay EE BT oO) TOYOTA OTIS, We, 1PM Gan Pac te 
‘wertoyota.com.ph GN KO TOOTA SIR. NG. 390 Sta Bo, syang Cy 2410S 8/05 pa TOTO 


OYO MA BAY COA. kon 


a 
uss, gia A0 


Plus longer payment schemes offtp to 72 months!?4t 


‘RAV FINANCING SCHEMES 


Don’t miss this great December deal. 


Run to your nearest Toyota dealer now. 
Promo is up to December 31,2004 only. 


peteewang KENO ond RA arts. 


ea eae 


Por DTL-NCR Permit No, 3149 Sess of 2004, 


ean St ano CB (8) 44-181 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY Blan det 
01006 364147 1o 31962071 10 75 


Sermon a 
a SN a a OS SZZ BI) GPE 3773 TOYOEA DASMAMIRAS CATE, Stee Ago 
Sa Bsa Cap 20811 118 


@ TOYOTA 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2004 


"makers 


‘THE DARING cast: “We want to entertain, not stir controvers) 


Text us your feedback Inquirer ent ramelcityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


| í 
By Remy Umerez 
Contributor 


ine sexy star Katya 

Santos singing and 
dancing. But bold hunk 
Allen Dizon and other Vi- 


[: IS not hard to imag- 


va Hotmen? 


Katya and Allen, plus Justine de 
Leon, Jayson Colis, Paolo Serrano, 
Ethan Zulueta and Jerome Ocampo 
are the main attractions in the sex- 
musical-comedy play “Hipo,” open- 
ing tomorrow at the Music Muse- 


um. 


“Hipo” is short 


zon. 


Iris an entirely different endeav- 
or for the bold actor who admits the 
only play he has seen in his lifetime 


is “Miss Saigon. 


Dizon says: "Less producers are 
making movies nowadays. I used to 
make lagare when the trend was 
bold movies. Im not used to being 
idle. noticed that the thing now are 
stage plays with sexual themes— 
‘Vagina Monologues’ or Penis Talks, 
for instance. Compared with these, 
our title is very wholesome. When 
Hipo was presented tome, I thought 
it wasnt a bed idea at all, and the 


timing was perfec.” 


"hipokrito." 
The play is produced by Allen T 


, Cast VOW 


its 


Relevant issues 

With 45 bold ficks made in a 
span of five years to his credit, Allen 
knows whereof he speaks when he 
describes “Hipo” as daring. “It is 
about hypocrisy bigotry and preju- 
dice in show biz,” he says. “Issues 
which made recent headlines are 
presented in segments. For 
example, the segment ‘Escort Ser- 
vice’ asks who the real victims are.” 

“Banal na Hipokrito” is a sketch 
‘about religion and blind fanaticism. 
A religious show on television is 
tumed upside down when “unex- 
pected guest sinners" show up on 
The ser. 

A segment Allen can easily relate 
to is “Bikini Open.” He has been a 
candidate in such competition; in 
fact, this opened the doors of show 
bizforhim. 

Jayson Colis and Justine de Leon 
are also products of a male “beauty” 
pageant. 

‘In 2002, Jayson won the title “Gi- 
noong Pilipino.” Running around in 
his undergarments is no big deal for 
him, being a Bench underwear 
model. Pampanga- bom Jayson 
goes to the gym regularly which ex- 
plains his perfect V-shaped body. 
‘Whether on stage or on video, he 
doesn't make a fuss about nudity. 

“Twenty-fouryear-old Justine has 
joined regional bikini tilts several 
times before, but never won the 


Editor Louie C. Camino 


KATYA Santos and Allen Dizon 


coveted title. He had to drop his 
studies at Adamson U when he au- 
ditioned for Viva Hotmen. 


More than undressing 

Originally, Justine was supposed 
to depict a gay character in one seg- 
ment, Parlorista. Sensing that it 
might harm the macho image that 
Hotmen projects, the role went to a 
Peta actor. 

Instead, Justine plays an ex-con- 
vict in “Banal na Hipokrito,” deliver- 
ing a monologue about life in a 
prison cell and how society looks 
down onhim. 


Jerome Ocampo, Paolo Serrano, sy." 


Emmie G. Velarde 


and Ethan Zulueta hope "Hipo" will 
make the audience dis 
baring is nor the only “talent” they 
possess. All three want “to be taken 
seriously as actors.” 

‘Also in the cast are Peta players 
Buddy Caramat, Bong Embile and 
Lotlot Bustamante. Script and li- 
brerro music are by Vince De Jesus. 
Sony Topacio directs. 

Nudity within context is what 
“Hipo” promises to deliver: Allen 
vows to push the limits, but says the 
production team will abide by all 
applicable rules. “We want to enter- 
tain,” he says, "not to stir controver- 


that 


Forget Britney, some people marry for keeps 


LAS VEGAS--Looking radiant in a 
long, purple gown, Carlina Reyna 
left the wedding chapel in Las Ve- 
gas's Aladdin Hotel excited about 
her future. 

Carlina, 36, is one of about 120,000 brides 
who every year shun a wedding close to home 
and head to the bright lights of Las Vegas to 
getmarried. 

“Here you can get everything for your wed- 
ding in the same place,” said Carlina along- 
side her new husband, 40-year-old Jose Rey- 
na, 

The couple from San Antonio, Texas, 
brushed aside any notion that Las Vegas, the 
‘world’s wedding capital with up to 200 wed- 
ding chapels, is a tacky place to marry or hosts 
only “quickie” weddings that break up before 
the champagne is flat. 

Of course, there are plenty of examples of 
such ephemeral unions. 

Britney Spears's marriage to childhood 
friend Jason Alexander in Las Vegas in Jan- 
uary lasted only 55 hours before the pop 
princess annulled it 

Socialite Nicky Hilton, 21, heiress to the 
hotel fortune, showed a little more commit- 
ment. Her recent marriage to money manager 
Todd Meister in Las Vegas lasted three 
months. 

Las Vegas's wedding industry has grown 
over the decades due mainly to the state's lib 
eral marriage license rules. Anyone over 18 
can get a Nevada marriage license on the spot 
fora $55 fee. 

Over the years some of Tinseltown's 
biggest names have come to Las Vegas to tie 
the knot, including Elvis and Priscilla Presley, 
Bruce Willis and Demi Moore and Paul New- 
man and Joanne Woodward—and some are 
still together. 


Upscale weddings 

‘The number of weddings has risen strongly 
in the past 20 years as city hotels started to 
host more upscale weddings alongside cere- 
monies at the stand alone chapels at the older 
end of the city’s notorious strip of casinos and 
XXXrated stores. 

The number of licences issued rose to 
119,124 in 2003 from 86,608 in 1993 and 
59,835 in 1983, 

Upscale hotels, known for their huge casi- 
nos and lavish entertainment, have set up ex- 
pensively adorned wedding chapels in wings 
well away from gamblers. They offer pack- 
ages appealing to the value conscious as well 
as big spenders in a one-stop shop for wed- 
dings. 

A big advantage of a Las Vegas wedding is 
that you can get everything in one place and 
get hitched for a few hundred dollars or less, 
“with some wedding packages priced as low as 
$55, while the traditional US wedding costs 
an average $20,000. 

You can also book a chapel on short notice, 
get married 24 hours of the day, and some 
chapels offer Webcam services so absent 
{guests can watch the ceremony over the Inter- 
net, 

“Ittakes the stress out of the day to have ev- 


JASON Alexander 


BRITNEY Spears 


From the quickie to the 


creepy, Las Vegas 
wedding packages are 
still drawing thousands 
of couples 


her slogan: “We love keeping you in love.” 
She said couples planned for months, even 
years, for a Las Vegas wedding, and they are 
serious about it. 

“The reason people come to Las Vegas to 
get married is because it is a wonderful 
destination of love, with the hotels de- 
signed with a lot of romance,” said 
Richards, who has been in the wedding 
business for 45 years. 


Drive-through weddings 

Jennifer Brown, 25, in a white bridal 
gown, and Justin Rotarious, 23, chose to 
get married at the Little White Wedding 


1 Chapel, a busy chapel that boasts a drive- 


ELVIS and Priscilla Presley 


erything organised by us," said Linda Swift, 
owner of Aladdin's chapel. 

‘The disadvantages of a Las Vegas wedding? 
You'll probably be sharing your special day 
with hundreds of other couples, with some 
weddings even overlapping if chapels are ru 
ning late, making it feel like a production line 
of brides. 

Charolerte Richards, owner of the stand 
alone Little White Wedding Chapel where 
Britney Spears married at 5 a.m., stands by 


through “tunnel of vows” painted with 
cherubs for those who don't want to leave 
their car. 

The San Diego couple said they didn't want 
anordinary wedding. 

‘There are also $1,000 ceremonies aboard 
hot-air balloons and lavish affairs in upscale 
hotels, Look-alike Elvis Presleys conduct wed- 
dings. 

Viva Las Vegas Wedding Chapel offers a 
Gothic ceremony where the minister rises out 
of a coffin through fog, The happy couple can 
then retire for the night to the Gothic bridal 


chamber with a coffin-shaped bath and a 
graveyard bed with a headstone reading “Till 
Death do Us Part.” 

And if creepy is not your thing, other wed- 
ding themes include James Bond, disco, west- 
ern, Egyptian or Liberace. 

‘Swift said she refused to marry a couple at 
Halloween who wanted to get married in 
bondage gear. She stressed: “A wedding here 
is just as emotional and important as a wed- 
ding back home and people take it seriously.” 

Reuters 
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Sarah G! 


NO two Sundays at the mall are the 
same. You'll never know what will 
take you by surprise. For Jollibee reg- 
ulars, itcould be the sight of the giddy 
mascot flashing his huge smile or 
strutting his latest moves. Or chanc- 
ing upon your favorite star having a 
burger at the next table. 

Thirteen-year old Justine Nuyda 
couldn't believe her eyes when she 
spotted her favorite singer in person 
at her favorite Jollibee joint. Justine 
was standing in line, waiting for her 
order to be taken when Sarah Geroni- 
mo came in and went directly behind 
the counter. 

“Ialways watch her on TY” the girl 
gushed. “I was shocked when I saw 
her there. I never expected anything 
like it.” Fortunately, Justine had a pen 
and notebook on hand, so she could 
ask for the teen actress’ autograph to 
remember the moment. 

Sarah is the Jollibee Yumburger 
endorser. She has a brand-new album 
thats bound to be another big hit, 
“Sweet Sixteen,” which she launched 
earlier at the entertainment center of 
SM Manila. It was the first leg of a se- 
ries of mall tours around the city, with 
the fast-food chain as one of the spon- 
sors. 


A matter of pride 

During the program, Sarah regaled 
the crowd with songs from the album. 
Of course she also sang the Yumburg- 
er jingle, which she popularized with 
love teammate Mark Bautista, a fel- 
low endorser. 

Sarah and Mark are two of the 
many young talents that Jollibee. 
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agape 


DON'T be surprised if you see them at the next table. 


has been supporting as part of the 
corporation's thrust of youth em- 
powerment. “There are so many Fil- 
ipino talents who have the poten- 
tial to shine. To contribute to the 
development of this nation, we, 
have to support such talents, so 
they could be recognized here and 
abroad,” said Inez Reyes, Jollibee" 
vice president for marketing. 

After the launch and the auto- 
graph-signing that followed it, 
Sarah paid a surprise visit to the 
two Jollibee stores in SM Manila. 
She posed for snapshots with the 
Jollibee store crew and even went 
behind the counter, much to the 


But do they get it? ....... 


Among the other 
bands who partici- 
pated were 7 foot Je., 
Brownbeat All Stars, 
Session Road, Sugar- 
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introduced Ely Buen- 
dia's band, The Mon- 
gols, as Dicta 
cense. At the end of 
Buendia’s act, Cindy 
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Hungry princess 

Some customers, like the Salazar 
family, were happily enjoying their 
merienda when they spotted Sarah. “1 
am such a big fan, so I was so happy 
when she walked into the store,” 
Elaine Salazar said. “Even my chil- 
dren love her songs. She looks very 
nice, and when she smiled at us, it 
was very heartwarming.” 

But even stars get hungry. Before 
Sarah and her entourage left, she asked 
for some Jollibee treats to bring 
home—Chickenjoy and, of course, 
Yumburgers. 


Kurleto acknowl- 
edged the mix-up. 
Philippine Bounc- 
ers Association head 
Paul Aquino in- 
formed Inoumen En: 
tertainment that 200 
of the group's mem- 
bers were on watch, 
with some Global 
City security guards 
and several police- 
men. At the end of 
the event, about 60 
were reportedly re: 
proached for throw- 
ing hard objects at 
the performers, 
smoking marijuana, 
and stripping. They 
were made to squat 
and do push-ups, 
then tumed over to 
the police. 
Actually, 
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security 
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gerated. A particular 
bouncer would not 
allow this reporter 
and the PDI photog- 
rapher to cross over 
to the VIP section 
where the bands 
went after perform- 
ing. One instance, 
specifically, was 
when Duncan Sheik 
was just 10 steps 
away, and we were 
refused even just five 
minutes of interview 
within his sight, 
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Powerful a capel- 
la 

After Rivermaya's 
performance, Rico 
Blanco sang the first 
stanza of “Ang Himig 
Natin” a capella, and 
then passed on the 
mic to Tropical De- 
pression with Pepe 
Smith and Jr. Kilat, 
who engaged the 
crowd in a reggae 
dai 
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year 
whether we have for- 
eign artists or not, it 
doesn't really mat- 
ter,” said Madrid. 
“Tonight we have 
proved that Filipino 
bands can draw the 
crowd." 

Nepomuceno 
added: “Now we hope 
the message is clearer, 
It's not at all about 
stars and celebrities, 
but the message they 
deliver.” 

Whether the 
crowd took that to 
heart, one cannot 
tell. But that night re- 
ally did prove that 
Filipinos are among 
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Mr. C finds time 
for Benedictine 
fundraiser tomorrow 


LOCAL music great Ryan Cayabyab lends his 
talents to a fund-raising dinner show tomor- 
row, 6 p.m., at St. Cecilia's Hall of St. Scholas- 
tica's College on Leon Guinto Sr. St., Manila. 

‘The musical program features his wife 
Emmy and her high school Class of 79. 

SSC alumna Tina Monzon-Palma will 
emcee the show, an initial fundraiser for 
the archives-museum project of the Mis- 
sionary Benedictine sisters of Tutzing. The 
museum is intended to be completed in 

time for the 2006 centennial of the 
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POWER PLANT 


college and the arrival of the ci E MA 


first five Benedictine 

nuns in the Philippines 

from their native Ger- 
many. 

The former ancestral 
home of the Feria family on 
Vito Cruz, currently used 
as the school dormitory, 
will be restored by architect Toti Villalon 
for the archives-museum project chaired by 
Dr. Angelita Trinidad-Reyes. 

‘The public is invited to the concert. For 
details, please call project coordinator Vi- 
cente V. Pijano Ill, tels. 536-6350 and 
(0918) 922-0566. 
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MTV’s 
annual 
music 
summit 
plays on, 
with the 
end in view 
of getting 
the 
message 
across to 
the youth: 
safe sex 
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By Alexa H. Bacay 
HEN an international pop 
star guests in a show fora 
cause, the raving fans 
tend to ignore the message and 
concentrate instead on the per- 
former. 

Such was the case last year when Mandy 
Moore made a special appearance in the MTV 
music summit for HIV/AIDS. The message of 
HIV/AIDS awareness was lost on the youth, 
the intended audience. The event looked little 
more than a big concert for the American 
singing sensation. 

This year, Pinoy bands held their own 
alongside four international acts in the recent 
2004 MTV Staying Alive music summit, held 
‘on World AIDS Awareness Day. 

“What I'm very proud of about tonight, re- 
gardless of what happens (is that] we don't 
have a Mandy Moore here,” said Jack Madrid, 
MTV Philippines general manager. “{Instead] 
we have the best Pinoy bands and that's who 
the audience came to see.” 

MTV music summit, in partnership with 
Sraying-alive.org, is a yearly worldwide event 
for the awareness and prevention of HIV and 
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RICO Blanco of 
Rivermaya elicits wild 
response from the 
crowd, as do most of 
the better-known = 
performers. 


AIDS among youths aged 16 to 34. This age 
bracket is MTV's target market; this is why it 
has taken up the campaign as part of its cor- 
porate social responsibility. 


Global cause 

“Here in the Philippines, the number of re- 
ported HIV and AIDS cases is shockingly low, 
Madrid said in a small gathering at the meet- 
and-greet tent. “But [we have] all the ele- 
ments of an outbreak. ! mean ... the use of 
condoms and [dissemination of] information 
about the practice of safe sex is not as 
[widespread as necessary].” 

On a night when super typhoon “Yoyong” 
threatened to flood the Bonifacio Global City 
open field, an estimated 50,000 cheered, 
casionally booed, a ently ‘Sang 
along with, the performing bands. 

No one wants to talk about HIV and AIDS, 
said Rod Nepomuceno, MTV director for ad- 
vertising and sales, because young people 
tend to think they are invincible. 

"We want young people to realize that they 
can get it," Nepomuceno said. "We want them 
to know how they can get it, and ... how they 
can avoid it. And we communicate that 
through the music, through their idols ... who 
have embraced this cause 
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Firestarter 

‘The bands Check Experiment, Juan Pablo's 
Dream, Typecast, The Bridge and Mojofly per- 
formed during the pre-show, and Mayonnaise 
proved that it deserves to be this year's Red 

ik rand champion. 
A group of volunteers presented a skit 
and AIDS. Spectators participated 
in games to win P1,000 worth of prepaid 
phone credits, courtesy of Globe Genot. Un- 
fortunately, some winners’ prizes were 
claimed by contestants who had easier access 
stage. 

Firestarting the summit was The Dawn, 
with UZs “Beautiful Day” and the original 
“Harapin ang Liwanag. 

Barbie's Cradle played next, with “Indepen- 
dence Day” and “Torpe,” followed by the 
catch Makiling Ensemble, which 

upa taste of its unique blend of Pinoy 
world music in “Spanish Dancer.” South Bor- 
der completed the first set. It was the 7-8 p.m. 
slot, but it started around 9 p.m. 

Then the first foreign act, Joshua Payne, 
serenaded the crowd ala Josh Groban. He 
sang two songs, “Nature” and “The Moon,” 
from his album, “Your Love, My Home." Payne 
was born deaf and had an operation that re- 
stored most of his hearing. 

His apt message: “Go find your love and 
keep her.” 


Asian Craig David 
Jay Sean, said to be Asia's Craig David, 


Caught at the meetand-greet tent, Jay 
Sean said the comparison with Craig David 
was a big compliment to him. “Craig opened 
up many doors for British R&B,” he 
said. 

On choosing to have an identity of 
his own he is very clear: “I'm not 
gonna tell people that | am my own per 
son because they won't understand that. 
IF 1 say ob yeah, it's cool to be Craig 
David, but Fin so different .. that's 
like jumping on the defense, and 
T don't ... need to do thar. If pe 
ple really listen to-the musi 
they cm figure it out fot them 
selves” ~ = 

Jay Sean has “this t- say 
about HIV/AIDS: “Well Fou 
got to, be real: careful Tbe- 
cause]: there's alot suffering 
right now and people aremt 
careful anymore.. We're young, and ET) 
we havea wholelor to 2 

‘The punk group The Barbs sang 
their hit, “Massive Crush.” 

Most awaited was Duncan Sheik 
who came for the sole purpose of 
performing at the summit. Though 
his guitar string snapped during a 
studio taping, he was still gracious 
enough to play six songs for the 
rowdy crowd. He started off with 
“Serena,” on to "Barely Breath- 
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KITCHIE NADAL 


Again,” “Wonderwall” by Oasis, and “On a 
High.” He plans to go on tour next year to pro- 
motea new album. 


‘Twisted knee 

Sponge Cola's Yael Yuzon got injured back- 
stage. He was reportedly standing near some 
cable wires when some fans called out to take 
his photograph. He turned, caught his foot in 
the wires and tripped. Despite this unfortu- 
nate incident, the band, who happens to be 
MTV's rising star for December, still managed 
to rev up the crowd with their hits, “Lunes” 
and Jeepney” 

The biggest crowd drawers—the ones who 
got the crowd really crazy—were 6cycle 
Mind, Kitchie Nadal, Sandwich, Kjwan, Ra- 
zorback, Bamboo and Rivermaya, only seven 
of the more than 30 acts in the lineup. When 
Rico Blanco sang “Ang Awit ng Kabataan,” 
even one of the bouncers was sighted singing 
and hopping to the song, 

Mare Abaya played both host and per. 
former that night with his bands Kjwan and 
Sandwich which had the crowd jumping 
around with “Daliri” and “2 trick pony,” re- 
spectively. 

Gcycle Mind set the crowd on fire with 
“Sige,” its current hit. Kitchie wowed the 
crowd with “Wag na 'wag mong sasabihin.” 

Rivermaya started its set with "Awit ng Ka- 

,” followed up with "Umaaraw, Umuu- 
ind closed with the current hit “Liwanag 
sa Dilim.” 


Undisputed 
When Kevin Roy performed with Razor- 
back, it was clear why they are such respected 

rock artists. 
Co-hosting the event with Mare 
were Cindy Kurlero and MTV's 
newest Ws, Reema Chanco, 
$ Chesca Litton and John Joe 
h Joseph. Ciara Sotto, Roxanne 
“Barcelo, Regine Tolentino, Tony 
Leviste, Iza Calzado and Willie 
Revillame were among the 


ra, 


guests who talked about 
Sy AIDS between band per- 
4, formances. 
À Dirty finger 
Performers who failed 
to please the crowd were 
a) rewarded with dirty fin 
a ger gestures. Abaya im- 
ix plored the crowd to re- 
spect the performers. 
‘Though one group retali- 
‘ated with the same ges- 
ture, most of the unfortu- 
nate performers kept 
their cool and just carried 
on. 
When the throng got 
restless and started throw- 
4 ing empty cans, the boune- 
ers quickly cornered the of- 
fenders and whisked them 
away. 


